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rope, that ſhe formerly "a AAA, 

Various are the ſentiments of the 
public in relation to the cauſe or 
cauſes hereof. Though our national 
debits ahd taxeß are a clog! to E bur 
affairs; yet the people do not ſeem 
averſe to any expence, provided the 
kingdom could be. appily reſtored 

| fuckaÞrofperous ebhdition as't6 ma 

2 _ figure ſhe has heretofore done. 

- Cinrainiit is, that we are deſti- 
rute far this juncture, of all mari- 
time allies; and therefore it ſeems 

- we ts ſtand alone, and fight our 
| own” battles by ſea, whatever allies 
map be obtained by land. _ 
Tua the naval power of France 
ſeems capable of coping With Gifs at 
preſent, is not much doubted: and 
if our enemy cel 8 ain over to her 
mo any eu 7 8 ally, 
we in Raps; > our flaral force 
| humble > ind all Uf commercial re- 
. fourtey' ht off, and then the fate of 
this ration} will ſoon be dererminied.” 
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Bbr if, My Lord, the court of 
Spain ſhould: not join France againſt 
Great Britain with that conſiderable 
maritime power ſhe has raiſed and 
Spain ſhould judge a neutrality more 
eligible than to engage in à War 
againſt this nation; à Spaniſh neu- 
trality does not ſeem to promiſe ſuch 
advantages to Great Britain as to 
France. In ſuch cafe, the Spaniards 
will uninterruptedly carry home their 
treaſure from the Spaniſh Indies, and 
their revenues reap the ſame benefit 
as in time of peace. The active 
commerce into which that nation 
has ſtruck, will enable them to be 
maritime carriers for France, and uſe 
every art to ſecrete French property, 
and ſupphy them with eontraband 
goods, while England ſeems capable 
of receiving little rs by. ſuch 
dinge ne 

Tus ports of Spain e opctnt 
to Great Britain, we may indeed em- 
ploy: the Spaniards to bring us in 
their own bottoms all the produce 
b A 3 4 
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of Old and New Spain; and! we 
may employ them alſo to carry ſuch 
of our merchandizes in returm as they 
ſhall think proper to take: but it is 
our misfortune, My Lord, that the 
increaſing dearneis of our commo- 
dities, compared with the price of 
French ones; is no te tion to the 
Spaniards to purchaſe ours for their 
own account, in preference to thoſe 
of France. And ff they carry them 
ſor ritiſh account, it is to be doubted 
whether they would be fo ſolicitous 
to cover Britiſh as French property; 
whereby our Spanith exporters might 
be ruined» by ſuch precarious ad ven- 
tures, while the Spaniards would grow 
greater and gitater gauiners by our 
importation of their commodities. ' 
„Iris well enough known, My 
Lord,» among the: mercantile world, 
great gainers the French at 
praſent are by the neutrality of the 
Dutch, the Hamburghers, and their 
ether carriers, while we gain little 
by _ "Dheſe nevtralities ſerve the 


60 — intereſt 


t 
intereſt of France far more than their 
acting with them as principals in war 
could do; for theſe neutral carriers 
and traders extend the commerce of 
France in time of war, more than ſhe 
herſelf. does in times of peace; and 
what the - loſes: in-point of freight is 
amply compenſated in her ſavings by 
inſurance. Our enemies thus carrying 
on their commerce by the means of neu- 
tral ſtates, have their mercantile ſhip- 
ing at leiſure to be converted into pri- 
vate ſhips of war, and many of them 
are become a part of the royal navy 
of France. Thus theſe neutralities 
ment the maritime force of 
France, and uphold their revenues 
ariſing by trade in good plight, while 
they tend to reduce ours, and render 
us leſs capable of annoying the com- 
merce of the enemy, and the enemy 
more capable of annoying ours, be- 
cauſe we are chiefly our own cat- 
riers, run all risks ourſelves, and our” 
trade loaded with the heavy article” 
MD 3609 3001 5 A4 32903 of 


L 
ef inſurance, while that of France 
is exempt from ſuch burtnen. 

Ir ſhould ſeem, therefore, to ap- 


| pear, My Lord Duke, that theſe neu- 
tralities put it out of the 


wer of 
our naval force to exert itſelf ſo 
much againſt the commerce and na- 
vigation of the enemy, as they en- 
able the enemy to exert theirs againſt 
ours. The policy in France by en- 


creaſing maritime neutralities, will, 
it 18 tO. be feared, ſupply any ſup- 
poſed deficiency in their maritime force 
when — with ours; and, there- 


fore, how long the enemy may, by 


fuch .a ſyſtem, be able to carry on 
the war, is not eaſy to ſay; nor what 
advantages they may reap, by having 


their naval ſtrength at liberty to act- 
offenſively, while their trade is bene - 


ficially conducted by the arts and col 
IwGon of neutral ſtates, 5 2 
Tu true cauſes of our 8 


under theſe, and many other diſad- 
vantages with the enemy, at preſent, 
I have endeavoured to point out diſ—- 
wn! tinctly 


* 
* 
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tinctly in the following diſcourſes, 
and that, I am willing to hope, with 
all candour and impartiality ; it not 
being my intention to inflame, but 
conciliate diſtractions, and to promote 
and cement union and harmony 
amongſt our rulers, that they may 
be at caſe to join their heads and 
their Hearts to ſave the kingdom from 
that ruin, with which it ſeems to be 
threatened. 

Tua the things „Icke are, would 
come to paſs, any man of plain ſenſe, 
who attended to the commercial 
ſchemes of powef that have been 
many years hatching for our deſtrue- 
tion, might eaſily diſcern. As I have 
pretty vigilantly attended to ſuch like 
affairs, ſo I have endeavoured from 
time to time, to communicate my 
fears and apprehenſions of tho 8 
events, which have, in a reat mea- 
fure, taken place. | he 

Tais I have done, WAY 1 hope 
with all decency and moderation, in 
my Dictionary of Commerce ; which 


it Lour 
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Your Grace, and your noble family 
have dane me. the honour to patro- 
nie. And, however, difficult, and 
ras. next to impoſſible it may he 
or a 9 writer: upon thoſe del 
cate ſubjects to obtain, the candidtre- 
gard of all amidſt our unhappy party 
diviſions ; 3 et. 1 have the ſatisfaction 
ta experience that my humble endea- 
yours ta be uſeful have been generally 
acceptable, which I can aſcribe to-no- 
thing but. that undiſguiſed honeſt 
zeal that I haye endeavonred to ma- 
nifeſt throughout all my writings to 
promote the public oterirx, 906 
bappineſs. 

No ſogner had 1 =o that pe 
(ID than I ſet about _— 


which Your.. Grace. knows. took. its 


riſe. from: ſome, converſations that I 
Wo the honour: to have with a noble 

ve Peary allied to your Grace, 
my other to noured patron, and which 
oe 


th the. laſt ꝓcat, under the 
Great, Hrſtain s, true ſyſtem 3 
wherein I have endeavo 
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the reaſonableneſs, the neceſſity and 
practicability of raiſing applies to 
carry on wars within the year, with- 
out further encreaſing the public 
debts: Which tract, being neceſſary, 
as L judped; to make its appearance 
the laſt year, when the miniſtry were 
unſettled, as at preſent, I addreſſed 
that work to all the great men i 
and Our of power, thinking 7harthe 
moſt inoffenſive way to procure a ſub- 
ject of that kind a favourable attention 
by all parties: and if ſome events had 
not fell out, it is likely that ſubject 
might have been taken into conſidera- 
tion the laſt ſeſſion of parliament: 
hut as we ſoon hope fora ſettled and 
a2 united adminiſtration, that will 
exert theit utrnoſt efforts in the ſervice 

of tlie nation; we may hape likewiſe 
that a ſubjoct of ſuch high concErn- 
ment will nor be paſſed over in ſilence 
the next ſeſſion; becauſe meaſures 
are neceſſary to be changed, and 
among the peſt, none is mort need. 
ful than to put 'a op to the encreaſe 
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[xi] 
of the national debts, and all e 
tual taxes. For, 
Lier who will, My Lord, be mi- 


niſters of ſtate, 1 bambly apprehend 
that a ſtep of this kind muſt do them 


' honour, and convince the nation that 


meaſures as well as men will be 
changed: | Nor can any .domeſtic 
conduct e e more than ſuch, 
as will appear throughout this trea- 
tiſe, to give the nation that deſireable 
t and influence at foreign courts, 
which is fo neceſſary to our affairs at 
this critical conjuncture. 
-- Taoucn this will prove one od 
remedy for the cure of many of our 
political maladies ;- yet, My Lord, we 
ſhall be miſtaken, if we latter our- 
ſelves, that this alone will be a ſove- 
reign ſpecific for all our national diſ- 
tempers. No: our ſtate · diſeaſes are 
numerous and complicated, and they 
cannot be 1 by the — 8K 
tion of any one medicine: but, per- 
haps, there cannot be a better general 
n than what is humbly re- 
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[ xilt-] 
commended, to render all other politi- 
cal phyſic qul y opernave and eben 
Mau 
Tus kilful phyſician tells us, that 
4 a diſcovery, of the true cauſe of our 
perſonal maladies i is half the cure. It 
is the ſame by thoſe of the ſtate. And 
the humble aim of the: enſuing trea-· 
tiſe, is candid and impartial e 
into divers material ſpecies of * an 
per, where witlr the kingdom is over- 
 whelmed; for when thoſe are faith: 
fully laid open, the very diſtempers 
themſelves will; ſuggeſt to our ſtate 
phyficians, the ſpecific: eure of each 
in their turn. 

I will, not preſume to 167 My 
Lord, that I have repreſented every 
national evil under which we labour, 
That could not be done within the 
limits to which I have at preſent, re- 
ſtrained myſelf. : 1 have, however, 
brought to 8 ſome of the more ma- 
terial, and thoſe chiefly. of a com- 
mercial kind: for ſuch drying up the 
channels of treaſure, whereby tlie ſtate 


1 muſt 
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J 
mat be ſupported if vel open thoſe 


channeks, they iH over flo iis with 
wealth competent to enable us to 

the botterof eve evil) and bring about 
that happy*Rare't refovenatiot 176 much 
deſited byevery true patter, ard 'by 
noe are than by Your: Gtace,” 28 x 
have had the HU“ to Ene b. y exp 
rienge:from's' ſeries of vein” 
lb here 1 rave lever With all 
ſubrmiffiong re Put Föhr late in 
rnd of: Hel of our fats treiſadies; : 
which-"lis greitly ? in Your" Grades 
rte eur? ir is a very ming | 
tage one indeed; but if it is not 
cured, and that radically” too, 1 am - 
' afraid; My Lord, that Alk other dvils 
will become inturable. This malady 
is of fo perimeious and ſo 'deſttudtive 
a nature, that it renders us the con 
tempt of al}=wiſe and honeſt men at 
home; and the ridicule of all foreign 
ſtates abroad; it is unſpeakably inju- 
rlous to the peace of mind and the 
health of our aged ſovereign; it dif I 
tracts his conneils; it makes our great 1 


TI © 2 men 


L 
men odious to the people in general, 
and renders them incapable of treat. 
ing with foreign courts with any ſort 
n dignity,” v7 
Havixe deſcribed the characteriſ- 
a of the deſtructive diſtemper to 
mw I allude, it 8 it will be needleſs 

to ſay, thatſ I mean our. miniſterial 
Sn which have diſturbed and 
head hole natiob, as well As 
qu 1 regufd of as foreign 
ftionds, and given ſpirit und influence 
to: our enemies: and I fuld heartily 
rejdice with numberleſs fineere welz 
wiſhers to the kingdom, that Vour 
Grace, in concert with others of the 
firſt diſtinction no leſs 'public-ſpitited; 
would interpoſe your patriot good 
offices to cure this deſtructive ma- 
A lady. Would Your Grace undertake 
the task, I could withicredit under- 
take to R um erer not 
fail of 4 ſucceſs. 

By declining Ml miniſterial cha- 
racer, and conducting yourſelf with 
candour towards all patties, you have 


be- 


D xvi i] 


become beloved by: all, My Lord; 
and they will all hear your Grace 
with that deference no. leſs due to 
the greatneſs of your talents; than the 
goodneſs of your heart. What then 
gan hinder {Your Grace from becoms 
ing the happy inſtrunient of uniting 
the wiſeſt and the ableſt. men. in the 
nation in the, ſervice of. their kin; 
and. oy 4 gon it be at 
join, the d; miniſtry with the neu 
no one. 5 capable of - recbnci}R 
ing paſt differences, and healing all 
perſonal Wencke and animolncs than 
Your Grace. 1 7 

Thx xx never was a time, My Lord) 
when a happy union amongft the beſt 
and the wiſeſt men in the nation, was 
more neceſſary, than at preſent, be⸗ 
cauſe it is my humble opinion that 
this nation was never in more immi- 
nent danger; and why I think ſo, 
will appear in the courſe of this 
ttact. - 


1111 [13 
i Tas points taken . 
in the enſuing treatiſe. being of the 


od laſt 
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fra 
laſt conſequ 


xequence to the nation at all 
times, and the light wherein they are 
placed being ſuch as is highly ſeaſon- 
BS able and intereſting to our affairs at 
1 nt; it is hum and pre- 
. ſumed, that 10 . urged 
. may deſerve the Clos at- 
tention of miniſtry. And that 
no diſguſt might be taken at the mat- 
ter urged; by reaſon of the manner 
of its repreſentation I have ſtudioufly 
avoided whatever might prove dif- 
8 agtceable in that ſhape: yet 1 have | 
been obliged to go to the root of our 
Cris, or they could never be put in 
ſuch a point of view as ever to be- 
come cured. 

Bss1Dzs the particulars Hdfein na- 
kedly exhibited, and openly animad- 
verted on, Your Grace will pleaſe to 
obſerve, that I have a reſerve of many 
things very imprudent to be thus pub- 
lickly diſcuſſed. This I could not 
do without manifeſt injury to the na- 
tion, becauſe it would give more ad- 
vantage to the enemy than all their 

renn fleets 


8 fleets and armies, by pu 


tting it in 
their pow 


er to defeat the execution of 
what would prove ſo detrimental to 
them, and fo beneficial to this king - 
dom: and therefore I hope Vour Grace 
will prove the happy inſtrument of 
cauſing all my endeavours to ſerve the 
nation to be laid ly before the 
[ adminiſtration, when the ſame ſhall 
= be ſettled ; humbly apprehending that 
1 they will be found, on due examina- 
tion, to be calculated ſor the honour 
and intereſt of his mir and his 
kingdoms. 
I have the * to be, with the 


moſt perfect reſpec, | 
My Lox, 


Your Grace's 8. ; 4 

Moft devoted, 
And obedient 
5 Humble ſervant, 
23 I 65 


Mar Achr PosTLETHWAYT. 


— . 


5 


ES 5 1 


T 
« 4 


ld O N 11 N T J 


rann 5 


PIRST voLUMBE: 


I * 
vo — 4 


DISSERTATION I. 


Of the LAN DED INTEREST, in relation to 
the cultivation of waſte land; with à view 
to prevent a future ſcarcity of grain and 
all other proviſions in the kingdom; in order 

to render the neceſſaries of life, labour and 
e cheap, the better to enable us 

o maintain a competition in trade and navi- 

gation with foreign nations. p- I. 


DISSERTATION HI. 
The Productions and trade of England com- 
pared with thoſe of Scotland and Ireland, 


* the Britiſh plantations ; and alſo with 
a 2 each 


CONTENTS. 


each — Il ; in order further ta. inforce 


the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of England 
- taking the 2 — als wins, in the Firft 
Diſſertation, | p- 56 


* 
oF, 8 4 . 


' 


"DISSERTATION I 


A ſummary of various general principles of 
agi culture, founded on experience, for the 
improvement of _ — order to anſwer 
that general plenty ty in Eng- 


land — at by ihe 5 price g papers. p. 74 


| 
DISSERTATION IV. 


Farther confileration on the Rabliftment of 
public granuries, as recommended to the 
1 by fome of their "able 
writers ; and which may be confidered as ap- 
plicabie to England in mam reſpecti, and 
| „ee ee 99 


DISSERTATION v. 


The preceding alias cant nued in other as 
Attica lights, vc P-1 on 


1 


- 


DIS. 


CONTENTS 


DISSERTATION VI 


Farther conſiderations on the conneftions of 
Trade between Great Britain and Ireland 
and the * OR. p- 143 


DISSERTATION. vn. 


Of fuch produtti ons, * Wer Me 
as England, Scotland, Ireland, and the 


Britiſb plantations uud chiefly cultivate ; 
in order to rival and compete with foreign 


nations, and not with each other ; and ſome - 


meaſures neceſſary to be taken for the proſpe- 


rity of the commerce and navigation of 
all. p. 168 
DISSERTATION VIII; 


fan ect as the la continued in 
anotber light. | p. 194 


e IX. 


Further motives exciting to agriculture, from | 
the example of the Ching: e; with an ab- 


tract 


* 


CONTENDS: 


raft of ſome phileſephic remarks, relat- 
be tl iba of __ . 21 3 


WEE © We 
"7 TA s 99 G5 © , I 


"DISSERTATION X. 


S 


881 4 

The landed and tradi ng intereſts ings vely 
confidered, and in what manner country 
gentlemen; and planters may promote the 
benefit of their eftates, in confunction with 
tat of the nation. p. 245) 


0 Drs SE ERTATION: xt © 


os A 6 


7h un 1 o Great e and Ireland, con- 
WARE, (FIAT N. 


923 2 


DISSERTATION XIl. 


1 


” % 
s + 3 


Rss ERTATIoK XIII. 


The union Ul England and Treland conti- 
me. X. 


. 8 , * 
4 - 0 9 © 2 141 * 
ke \ D I 8 
1221 a 2 


GO r EN TG. 
DISSERTATION, XIV.,; 


Of the union. of N and Treland con- 
nued. es rey e ht» 377, 


DISSERTATION XV. 


Of the union of the Iſle of Man with Eng-- 
land, from ſome anecdotes relating thereto, 


which may be depended on. pi. 401 


DISSERTATION XVL 


A ſfuccinft view of the conſtitution of the Bri- 
tiſh plantations in America; and of the 
fate and condition wherein they have many 
years been : wherein is pointed out the chief 
' Cauſes of their becoming the preſent ſeat of 


war ; with confiderations how they may re- 


cover their ftrengtb and flability, and be- 
come a match for our enemies. p. 421 


DISSERTATION XVII. 


Further confiderations on the cauſes of the pre- 
ſent ſtate of our ou in America. p. 461 


DIs- 


er E N 1 8. 


/ 


'D 1 8˙8 Ek TATION xvnl. 


Ti, c the r in 
ff pr rt 25 p. 481 


DISSERTATION XIX. 


A foort review of the cendut of France, in 
Fo to or, 5 0 050 colonies ; 
with a compariſon betwees ber management 
of ber American affairs and that Great 

Britain. | p. 501 


POL I- 


"is bm M 


disst TATions 


bt (On rum. eee ES "2 

Bri ſk wade, andcommene, andothe _— 
2 3 nn, TS: Xs ib 

— 241 GP EET — 75 NE — "It | a = 


v2 999 52 


” the Lanbns inner, is relationi th 
the cultiuation of wafte land ; with 4 ew 
to prevent a future ſcarcity of grain and 
all other provifiens in the kingdom ; in order 
0 render A 


manuſadtures obeup, the better ta enable wi 
to niauntain-a cofipetifientn trade and manu 
: gation with fere;ger' nations. 


8 VERY efſenig objet ofrfficand. 
12 - nanceandconvenienceof — life 
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cClally cultivated, the greater will be the 
plenty of land productions —_ the 
people; the greater the encreaſe of cattle, 
the more people employed in cultivation, 
the more populous the nation become in 
uſeful and induſtrious. hands, and the more 
comfortably and happily will the whole body 
of the nation be ſubſiſted: And in con- 
ſequence of all, the more our internal as 
well as external traffic ſhall be promoted, the 
| CN and more powerful will be the 
_ 7 . . 
As thoſe productions in the general ſhall be 
from time to time augmented, ſo will the ge- 
neral conſumption; and the greater the plenty 
ſhall be, the cheaper will every thing neceſſarily 
become, whereby money will naturally grow 
more univerſally plenty in the general circu- 
lation; for, in ſuch caſe, leſs .money will 
purchaſe every thing in proportion as the 
plenty of productions ſhall reduce the price, 
with reſpect to the demand. ä 
I x this general improvement of the old 
lands, and cultivation of freſh, be extend- 
ed to the due political degree it will ad- 
mit of in this nation, the univerſal plenty of 
all things will be ſo magnified; as to render 
the price of the neseſſaries of life no more 
than one half, or even one third what it is 
at t. This will inevitably reduce the 
= ral price of labour, that being regulated 
EA the price of the neceſſaries of life: and 
will not this render all our fabrics and ma- 
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nufactures cheaper, fince their value is con- 
ſtituted according to the rate, at which la- 
bourers, artificers and manufacturers can ſub- 
fiſt? Will not ſuch reductions make the 
quantity of money at preſent in circulation 
extend farther, and conſequently become 
more plentiful amongſt the maſs of the 
people, and this without any addition to the 
quantity of national ſpecie? ? 
Turs, policy will enable us to fabricate 
our ſtaple, and other new invented manufac- 
tures at lower rates. It alſo will abundantly 
extend our exportation, not only to thoſe 
foreign ſtates, and empires that are our pre- 
ſent purchaſers, but will attract us new cuſ- 
| tomers ; ſuch other who are not capable of 
purchaſing our commodities, by reaſon of 
their dearneſs; while they conſume immenſe 
= of thoſe of our rivals, becauſe of 
their greater cheapneſs. Hereby we cannot 
fail being enabled continually to augment 
the value of our exports beyond that of our 
imports; this will gradually encreaſe the 
balances of our trade with many particular 
nations, and the general balance in the like 
proportion; which will be brought into the 
nation in hard money. From which additional 
. of money, the people in general will 
me greater conſumers of the produc- 
tions of the land, and manufactures, the 
ſtate grow more and more populous, as things 
grow cheaper and money more plenty. And 
money being the fin 


ews of commerce as well 
B 2 . a$ 
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as of war, how can it fail to flouriſh both at 


home and abroad ? How, under a wiſe and 


juſt adminiſtration, can the people fail to be 
contented: and happy, when they ſenſibly 


feel and experience a daily advance in their 


proſperity; and caſement of circumſtances ? 
In countries, where the land SING 
does not afford: an ample competency of its 
productions to make de whale plentiful, and 
therefore cheap, the people will be una- 
 voidably diſtreſſed and miſerable, and no 
chains can reſtrain them from tranſmigration 
from country to country, till they can ſet 
down with ſome degree. of conſolation under 


their tate of continual labour. This brings 


— — But plenty of knd, ele 
properly cultivated and.im 
the ſoil and climate. not * afford 
wherewith toraiſc and cheriſ — ufcfub _ 
= — —— — 
will draw and captivate them to ſuchi a 
of Canaan, from every ſtate, where 
— renee bondage. 
In proportion as the rents of lands (hall 
be raiſed above what the plenty of the circu« 
lating-money er pay, 
certain it is, ——— 


E 


the money, the ſcarcity of money will, at 
length, grow to ſuch an extreme, as to leave 

little in the kingdom. For, where the 
rents are raiſed beyond the proportion of mo- 
ney exiſting to pay them, there everything will 
riſe in its price and value; commerce grow 
. worſe and worſe, relatively conſidered with 
that of other nations, its general balance turn 
more and more againſt the dearer nation 
and, at length, the country become ſtript of 
its money. And when the trade and the mo- 
ney are once fled to other countries, the 


people will follow. 
Tus demand for farms in greater pro- 


portion than they were to be had, firſt raiſed 
the rents. This hindered the people from 
going on in their cultivation of freſh land; as 
the demand for the ſame ſhows they would 
haye done, as they encreaſed in number, 
What then could the ſurplus people do, but 
throw themſelves into trade and ptofeffions ? 
And whilſt the neceſſaties of life, the price of 
labour, and the rents of land have advanced 
greatly to what they were formerly, have not 
theſe things rendered it very difficult for the 
bulk in thoſe channels to ſubſiſt? 
Tus muſt be remedied; or mote and 
more will be daily undone, and will take re- 
fuge in other countries. Nor dan the gentleman 
— works for if money betomes pee 
the produce of the earth will hardly _ 
ſufficient ſupport to the farmer, wh pay all 
charges excluſive of rent: numbers of the 


3 gentry 
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entry will, at length, be obliged to turn 
— by taking their lands into their own 
management, till by the greater general 
cheapneſs of all things, money becomes ſuf- 
ficiently plenty to anſwer the moderate view 
of an induſtrious and parſimonious farmer, 
the: motives of trade, and the ends of a wiſe 
rnment: but this will never be the caſe, 


till the rents keep pace with the hard circu- 


lating-money ; and, therefore, either the mo- 
ney of the nation muſt be encreaſed in 

ton to the rents, or the rents muſt fall 
in proportion to the money. But to encreaſe 


the money, to keep up the due payments of 


the rents, can be no otherwiſe done, than 
by the encreaſe of our foreign commerce; 
nor can this be done, but through the de- 


cteaſe in the price of all things; in the ne- 


ceſſaries of life, in the price of labour, and 
manufactures; and this latter cannot be efC 
fected, till the price of rents are reduced in 
proportion to quantity of money; and 
that cannot be accompliſhed, till a due quan- 
tity of waſte land is taken into cultivation: 
and, therefore, to encreaſe our trade, and there- 
by our money, we muſt encreaſe our land- 
cultivation, to bring about the deſireable con- 

uences above intimate. 
= = the _ of the nation were lower- 

at the requeſt of the people, or by compul- 
ſory laws, this could — means 25 


end of a national proſperity, becauſe the de- 
mand for the produce of the earth, at pre- 


| fent 


11 : 


ſent cultivated, will continue to be equally 

great; if the people be not diminiſhed, ſo as to 

_ keep the price of things higher than the quantity 
of circulating-money will enable them to pay 

for em: and till more people are employed 

in land-cultivation, in order to lefſen the 

number of poor, and occafion greater plenty, 
all trades, manufactures, and profeſſions will 
continue ſo overſtocked as to ſpoil them all, 
with regard to profit, which is the end of them. 
It ſhould ſeem to follow, therefore, that the na- 

tural way to lower the rents, can only be, by 

putting ſuch quantities of waſte land into cul- 

tivation, as may make farms abound. 

Non does it appear that gentlemen would 
be ſufferers by rents being lowered by the 
meaſures ſuggeſted, For let it be ſuppoſed, that 
all the lands ſhould be raiſed 20 l. per cent. 
per Annum ; fince that land cultivated would 
bear no more corn, graſs, nor cattle, &c. 
than it does at preſent : muſt not the corn 
and cattle &c. be advanced in proportion? 
Will not the neceſſaries of life coſt the Jabou- 
rer more; and muſt not his wages be raiſed 
accordingly ? Will not timber for carriages, 
and other uſes, coſt more to fell, and hew ; 
and will not horſes to draw the produce of 
the earth to market be more valuable; and 


conſequently carriage and every manufacture 
coſt more? All things would certainly be 
raiſed, if money could be found to circulato 
trade at ſuch an advance. And ſince gentle- 
men as well as 3 buy every thing 
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Ix it hould be ſaid, that 1 ys the 
caſe, with regard io their e but not their 
.  Gavings, they will be deceived. For ſuppoſe 
1 à gentleman of roco. per Annum, now 
1 a gool., and lays by 500 l. per Annum ;; 
ifeſtates were l he would 
dhſan ſpend Bool. , and lay by 00 l, per Ann. 
== But how would he be the richer, ſince the 
| | every: thing) is. raiſed at leaſt in the 
FI 7nd 7 eg his lands? For bis-600 l. 
SOARES more than his x 
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pounds,” to enable” the farmers to purchaſe = 


whatever they want at higher prices, to which 


every ting muſt be advanced from | thus = 


raiſing the produce; as it paſſeth through 
cen ikanlys and at length the manufac- 
turing part alſo: this 
tionably encreaſe the, profits on the firſt raiſed 
prime coſts,” before it reached the conſemer ; 
who, therefore, muſt in the end, not only 
pay all the advanced 20 pounds rent, but 


alio the neceſſary proſits ariſiug thereon, 


through all the ſeveral hands it paſſed: and 
fince the labour, which. adds the greateſt va- 
lue to every thing, will, in (this cafe; be en- 
hanced $ it is ap 


ts to all the ſeveral hands through which 

muſt noceſſarily go, together with a greater 
charge of labour —. whenee it ap 
that if the ſame quantity of produce muſt thus 
coſt a great deal more, thaw all the 20. rent! 
by which it- was firſt» enhanced, the ſeveral 


barts chereof muſt ooſt more Hegwiſe in ſuch 
Poporuen; ſo that we may not feruple 
at 140 Huld not in this caſe 


= purchaſe what 10% 1, now doth; whereby 


for ſo raiſing their eſtar: and therefbte, it 
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is apparent, that the facto” quan 
tity of produce muſt be dearer by all the firſt = 
advanced 20 pounds” rent,” and by fultable 


, that they 


would ſtill propor- 


mlemen, who are eonſh wers in Common 
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20 or 30 per cent. per Annum, by the culti- 
vation of more land, ſince it muſt be no leſs 
certain, that 70 or 80 l. would purchaſe more 
in this caſe; than 100 J. doth. at preſent, as 
it is evident that 120 L. in the other caſe, 
would not purchaſe ſo much as 100 l. doth 
now: ſo that if rents ſhould fall 30 per cent, 
by the means propoſed, every thing would 
certainly fall in the like proportion, whereby 
gentlemen would loſe nothing but the nomi- 
nal ſound of ſo much per Annu mn. 

TuIs may ſerve to evince, why, denulemen 
cannot live ſo well and hoſpitably on the 
ſame eſtates, as their anceſtors did, who had 
conſiderably leſs nominal income than their 
ſucceſſors. If, therefore, gentlemen find 
themſelves ſtreightened, by raiſing rents, above 
what the money circulating amongſt the 
people will enable them to pay; mult not 
chis encreaſe the ſtreights and difficulties of 
the people on whom N heavy rents are 
raiſed, and account for heir arrturrges, and 
badneſs of payment? 

Ir the rents are raiſed ſo much as to carry 
the price of goods to the conſumer, to higher 
rates than the money they can acquire will 
enable them to purchaſe, what they want, 
this makes a kind of unnatural plenty of 
goods, preſenting themſelves for buyers, who 
though they really want them, cannot find 
money to purchaſe them ; and, therefore, are 
obliged to 5 their neceſſary wants and 
e 3s much as they can. This 2 
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the value of thoſe goods (which in the end 
muſt want buyers) below the rates which the 
rents have made neceſſary. Will not this 
keep the produce of lands ſo low, that it will 
not anſwer to bring to market? whence 
gentlemen muſt find it difficult, if not impoſ- 
ſible, to get their rents; whilſt at the ſame 


nme, whatever they purchaſe, as hath been 


ſhown, will neceſſarily become dearer in a 


greater proportion than the rents can be raiſ- 


ed: provided ſuch rents in general do not 
nearly quadrate with the quantity of circu- 
lating-money, that will always purchaſe the 
moſt of every thing at the cheapeſt rates. _ 

PoLITICAL arithmeticians all allow that 
mankind do naturally encreaſe ; and this na- 
tion of ours has conſiderably encreaſed in 
people within theſe two centuries; notwith- 
ſtanding our civil and external wars, plagues, 
and thoſe drains of people that have been 


made ſrom hence to ſupply our plantations, 


ſince our American ſettlements have taken 
place. The city of London hath doubled jt- 
ſelf within theſe. fourſcore years, notwith- 
ſtanding the laſt great plague ; and the coun- 
try hath alſo, encreaſed, though not in the 
like, yet in a confiderable degree and pro- 
portion. If this is a truth, ought not our 
encreaſe in the general cultivation of lands 
to keep pace with the encreaſe of the inha- 
bitant ?? TRE? 
Men enter the ſtage of life to raiſe a new 
generation, and then withdraw behind-the 


at . 


curtain. The term of life, chat 


the widow's ſhare, which often happens 
not exceed 2 


' ont annihilate their principe. 


the number of the 
more and more retneed, throtigh toſfſts and 


(12) 


. % * 


are 
found to enjoy the one with the other, from 
the time of martiage to that of death, is 
little more than 20 years: in which period, 
one marriage wich another, we will ſuppoſe, 
does not above four children, who 
live to man's eſtate. If a an of 1000l. 
per Annum, to make proviſion for his chil- 
dren, lays by one half thereof annually ; this 
in 20 years will be 10, ooo; which, including 
„can 
L for each child. This is 
not only much inferior to the eſtate, out of 
which it was faved ; bat the intereſt being a 
ſcanty proviſion for the fon of a perſon of 
10061. pet Annum, to ſubſiſt on, moſt of 
the children will be introduced into ſome 
trade or profeſſion ; in order to improve their 
money, to raiſe new families, or they will 


much leſs circulation of buſineſs among the 


people? Will not this occafionan enertaſe in 
encreaſe, will not the profits on trade be 


want of trade; and through the efforts of 
fach additional numbers of indigent people, 


+ \ 
W- 
=_— . 


who will ſtruggle hard to ſupport thentſelves | 
inne 5 0. in 


x 

| "4 
—_ 
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I trade be ng and diſtreſſed, 
many ſuch will "fink in the general cala- i 
mity. If it be faid, men maſt retrench i 
their expence ; will not this leſſen the IM 
conſumption of thing, and make fo 


tal 


in that haze! ab baue which ſhall re- 
main? | 
Ine r RAD of urging the diminution of the | 
home-conſumption of our native commody-. 
ties, is it not better paliey to make all things 
o plentiful, and ſo cheap, that the people in 
general may become greater, inſtead of leſs 
conſumers thereof? This will encreaſe and 
not leſſen trade and buſineſs 1 = 
3 „ | ye they ſhall augm 
9 Luxury will then find its amet 
1 —— which if mea extraordinarily. 
vanſęreſs, they will be ſufficiently whipt with 
cheir own rod, 
Fax lowneſs of our intereſt of money 
brings more people into trade, ho either 
cannot, or do not chuſe to ſubſiſt only on 
nach fmall intereſt; and, therefore, they with 
4 engage in trade to ĩ their fortunes and 
better theit income. The m 
= having abundance of caſh to —— will 
ae a great ſhare of buſineſs out of the hand 
3 E thoſe who are already engaged therein, 
yy carrying; it on at much leſs profit than it 
as done before; that they may employ; the 
3 largo ſums which they are capable of throws 
ing into trade. This makes it difficult for 
people of leſs. fartune to gain ſubſiſtence; 
W whereby! many become diſtreſſed, and the: 
numberof poor multiplied; and it is no wonder 
that people are incapable. of paying rents, that: 
houſes are emptied, and the. inhabitants flock: 
to other-nationsfo- gain breadtby n. 
Aer | ve 


oneyed intereſt : 


muſt be at leaſt v 


[14] | 
have learned in this. Thus we loſe our artifi- | 
cers and manufacturers ; foreign rivals thereby 
ſupplant us in our trade, and aggrandize 
themſelves upon our impoveriſhment. 
Wir have before obſerved, that mankind 
naturally encreaſe in number; wherefore this 
encreaſe muſt continually be provided for in 
cultivating proportionably more land. If they 


are not, they being all conſumers, there maſt i 


petually be greater numbers ſubfiſted on the | 3 


produce of the ſame land, which was before 


cultivated: this will neceſſarily encreaſe the 
demand for its produce, and en > its price, ⁵ 
whilſt the encreaſing people muſt employ 
themſelves ſolely in trade, manufactures, and 


other profeſſions for ſubſiſtence. Will itnor 
hence follow, that trades and manufactures, 
c. will ſoon be overmultiplied, and the i 


encreaſed people become indigent and diſ- 


treſſed; ſeeing the neceſſaries of life, for i 


_ which the bulk ultimately work, will all the i I 
while be growing dearer, and the inhabitants 


leſs and leſs able to purchaſe them: 


Tux proportion in which mankind: have 
been computed to encreaſe, according to Sir 


Wm. Petty's is, that they will abſolutely double 
themſelves in 360 years, notwithſtanding 
wats; and plagues, &c. Should we reaſon upon 
this foundation, the quantity of land, which 
ſhould be taken every year into cultivation, 
part of the quantity at 
preſent in cultivation. If England be 4320 


miles long and 290 miles wille, it will con- 


1 18 J 


tain 92, 800 ſquare miles, ſuppoſing its length 
and breadth to be everywhere alike : but as 
England is not ſo regular a figure, x may be 
deducted for its irregularity, towns and 
rivers; and there will remain about 62,000 
ſquare miles contained therein. 5 
Wr will ſuppoſe, that not above one half, 
vix. 31, ooo ſquare miles are cultivated ; τπτ 
part thereof, viz. 86 ſquare miles, at leaſt, 
ſhould every year be further added by culti- 
vation, to hold proportion to the natural en- 
creaſe. of mankind. Provided a greater part 
of England be already. improved than has 
been ſuppoſed ; and mankind ſhould encreaſe 
faſter then Sir Wm. aſſerts, the annual addi- 
tion ſhould be greater in proportion: and if 
mankind do not encreaſe in the 
—— by nature; it is an infallible criterion 
at the natural plenty is by ill policy ob- 
ſtructed. | E E: 5 
Bur as nothing like this additional cultiva- 


( on has hitherto taken place, it is demon- 


ſtrable, that from hence all trades, occupa- 
tions, manufactures and profeſſions have been 
multiplied and overburthened with numbers, 
and embaraſſed with difficulties and poverty. 
Yet hereby rents have been advanced by the 
demand for land, which the encreaſe of 
people has occaſioned: whence living has be- 
come more chargeable than formerly, and the 
people leſs able to ſupport themſelves. Be- 
ſides, enhancing the price of neceflaries hath- 
either advanced the price of our commodities 
FS in 
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5 1 that the extent of ſach additional 


any na- 
tion; —— — — 
amongſt them juſt ſo much buſineſs. leſs than 
their q mn ſevetal wants ereate, as the ſum 
total of that: balance againſt them n 
be. This leſſaning the national ſpecie, at the 
ſame time, in the Ine alſo, is attended 
with a double -inconvenience ; the want of 
money, and the want of employment; and if 
dings are ſuſſered tc continue in the fame 
courſe, is it to he admitted, that the 
ſhould forſake the kingdom? Does not pe- 
mien as well as reaſon ſhow, that the people 
Will always! rr 
fader the balases gf trade is? 
that the laying 


Loe any ſhould- imagine 
d grant iraſs-on theicultivation of quantities 
of dand in ptepertion to tho — 


— ele is any way N it. hould be 


tion will naturally find its bounds; for 
e eee when the plenty be- 


2 


N 1 70 


omes too great 10 turn to private advantage ;- 

hich ariſes chiefly from too high rents, r 
e employment of wo many people in hul- - 
and agricultute. the latter of 
heſe, indeed, we can ſcarce ever be in dan- 
ger. But if this ſubuld be tho caſe, fince the 
deople only make a miſerable ſhift to live 
ow,. 4 — is an evident neceſſitꝝ to culti- 
fate much» more land to employ them to 


xſures, 
| Mpawnrs of this lind cartied amply and. 
ffectually into execution, to be the 
Watural means to prevent the clandeſtine ex 
Worctationof-our woo]; ; for experience has ſhown- 
What the beſt laws, and moſt rigorous ies 
| ill not obſtruct it; which, though ĩt makes ; 
e ſame come conſiderably. dearer to for- 
igners than to our own manufacturers; yet 
Tu find their account in its purchaſe,” But 
q,could not afford to purchaſe our woot at 
ch rates, and under ſuch difficulties as they 
x: do, provided their people in general- 
uld not live conſiderably cheaper than ours 
=_ 5nd. give their. labour and workmanſhip: 
J ably. cheaper. Notwithſtanding out 
oc ol cots. them ſo much dearer than it does 
er Com the other cauſes before - men- 
ned they, are capable of maleing manafſc-- 
res cheaper for themſelves than they can 
ve them from: us z-and- fall them e i 
> other nations. | ; 


ke trade flouriſh, which creates additional AT. 
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AnD if our fabrics continue to advance in 
price, from the greater price of victuals and 
drink, and the encreaſeof public debts and taxes, 
their manufactures may become ſo compara- 
tively cheap, and ours, at length, ſo dear, as to 
get their woollen goods imported into this na- 
tion, and beat us out of this branch of our 
own trade even amongſt ourſelves. This will 
reduce us again to the ſtate we were in, when 
the Flanderkins purchaſed our wool, and ſup- 

us with manufactures fabricated of our 
- own material. But if we ſhall be able to re- 
duce the neceſſaries of life to ſuch a degree if 
as will enable us to ſell our commodities as 
cheap as other nations can do, the running of 
wool will - ſtop of itſelf; for, we ſhall then 
be able to export our - manufactures ſo ex- 
tremely cheap as to prevent them putting 
themfelves to ſuch extraordinary expence and | 
difficulties to obtain our wool, as they” at 
— do. 
Tuts would no leſs augment the conſump- 
tion of our wool at home than abroad. For 
when the price of woollen apparel of all 
kinds came to be reduced, the people in ge- 
neral wonldcloathe better and oftner than = 
they can afford to do at — From 
the enereaſe of our domeſtic as well as for- 
eign conſumption, our woollen manufactures, 
which now tot in our warehouſes, would be in 
as quick · and as great demand as they could be 
fabricated; and when we had calls of our 2 g 
r 


[19] 
for the wool, people would be under no 
temptation to run it. | 
Ir ſo great a quantity of waſte land were 
annually cultivated, as. would hold. propor- 
tion, not only to the natural encreaſe of man- 
kind, but ſuch an additional quantity beſides, 
as would lower the price of neceffaries ſo 
much as ſhall be effectual to enable the poor 
to work conſiderably cheaper than they can 
now do: When this came to be the caſe, 
there would be a proportional quantity of 
work. created, which is now wanted to give 
due employment to all people, and enable the 
poor to ſubſiſt without being a public incum- 
brance ; the bulk of the inhabitants would 
become much greater conſumers of 
thing, than they ever can be, till the plenty 
of every thing is "rendered great enough to 
encourage a more abundant conſumption. + 
Tux effectual execution of this additional 
land-cultivation would prove a great encoura- 
_ to matrimony ; fince the means of a 
8 livelihood for families would hereby be faci- 
MF litated, and the marriage ſtate relieved from 
che melancholy difficulties it labours under, 
in making proviſion for families. This would 
cauſe much leſs fortunes to be required in 
marriage; ſince not only much leſs ſums 
would tranſact much larger affairs, hut there 
W would ariſe. abundant more buſineſs every 
way in general; whence young men would 
not have occafion for ſuch tions, as are 
now prudentially needful to all that will 
C2 marry. 
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marry. Should we not then be far from 
finding near a fourth part of our traders ſingle 
men, as many with ſome reaſon. conjecture 
the caſe to be? To this cauſe, may we not 
attribute the great number of proſtitutes of the 
other ſex; which, perhaps, can never be fo 
effectually remedied, as by this means making 
the marriage ſtate more tolerable in point of 
expence ? (fy | r 
_BHovGH nothing can be more apparent 
than that the meaſures ſuggeſted, will oeca- 
ſion abundantly more lucrative trade and bu- 
| fineſs in the natian, than, at preſent, exiſts 5 
yet this point may be: farther. corroborated, 
from the conſideration of the general condi- 
tion and circumſtances of people]; ſeven 
eights of whom, in much better times of 
trade and buſineſs, have been by good poli- 
ticians reckaned to be: deſtitute of property 
either in themſelves, or in the chief of their 
families, and therefore are neceſſitated to la- 
1 Ä 
- SEVEN ei f ſo a as the 
ve a proportionate influence on tha trade of 
it, if we conſider them, as being not one 
half the conſumers they might and ought to 
be. For, on an average working men are reckon- 
ed to earn, from 10 to. 1a ſhillings per week, 
when all deductions are made for: loſt; time, 
want of work, and ſickneſs: This is the. ut- 
moſt one man with another can earn for him- 
ſelf and family; vrhich being but 26 J., x 
N f 30 , 
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30 l. per annum, is but about obe Half what 
s neceſſary for the fapport and maintenance 
of a working man's family, in the meaneſt 
manner it can be done. Does not this, 
therefore, ſhow the uſefulneſs and neceſſity 
of making the general plenty ſo much the 
greater, that every > thi g may be thereby ren- 
dered much cheaper, — there may ariſe 
mote employment for the poor, and their 
wants be better ſupplied ? Will not this neceſ- 
ſarily create ſo much more trade and buſineſs 
amongſt all the claſſes of trading people? 
Tre wants of mankind, if amply and not 
ſcantily and meanly ſupplied, according to 
their various ranks and conditions in life, are 
ſofficiett to give ample employment to all 
that muſt get Their 1 by their labour and 
diligence. 5 if feven eighihs of the people 
were, as they might and ought · to be, ac- 
cording to the dictates of nature and reaſon, | 
double the eonſumers they ate; it would 
rather be a queſtion; Whether miankefnd are 
able to fupply all theif Wants, than Whether 
the wants gf; mankind are ſufMcitit to give 
foll enployment to thoſe that watit #7 
Is not this an invineible atgüment in fa- 
vour of mutual intereoſes of commerce be- 
tween diſtant nations? ſinet if any ation 
makes geods for us, We muſt likewiſe make 
goods for them, or ſotne other nation, and fo 
reciprocally for ench other; Provided our 
goods are made ſofficiently to maintain 
ſuch commercial dealings. If ſo, what a 
| C 3 num- 
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number of people will every ſtate and em- 
pire be able, by the means of maritime com- 
merce, with all its appendages, to ſuſtain 
more than any ſuch ſtate or empire could do, 
without ſuch trading employment and nego- 
tiations? For, if the people had not ſuch 
kind of employment, muſt they not fall into 
agriculture ? In ſuch caſe, would not the ſame 
number of people require a prodigious grea- 
ter extent of territory to ſupport them, than 
in the former way? Would not their afflu- 
ence in general be likewiſe proportionably di- 
miniſhed ? Nor would ſuch a nation be near 
ſo-potent and formidable. | 
Ir any certain quantity of land well culti- 
vated and improved will produce corn and 
cattle, and other neceſſaries for the uſe of 
man, When only 2 of the people, we will 
ſuppoſe, are employed this way, whilſt the 
other part is employed in trade and maritime 
commerce; ifthe people can be ſubſiſted, while 
their commerce not only employs 3 of them, 
but brings them gold and ſilver without 
mines; does not this create diſtributive afflu- 
ence, ſtrength and power amongſt the people 
in general? Will not all interruptions of ſuch 
maritime traffic, vhilſt it continues gainful 
to the nation, leſſen the general affſuence, 
ſtrength and power? When any branch of 
commerce leſſens the caſh of a nation, ſome 
ſtateſmen think it right to ſuppreſs or reſtrain 
the ſame by high duties or prohibitions, Does 
not ſuch like policy always beget high duties 
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or prohibitions on our trade, ſo as to prevent our 
having a lucrative one, if ſuch nations can pre- 
ventthe ſame; itbeinga loſing trade to them, in 
proportion as it proves otherwiſe to us ? As ma- 
ritime commerce is leſſened by theſe mutual 
reſtraints, ſo many people mult looſe their 
employments in every ſuch nation: and to 
what other employment can they have re- 
courſe but to huſbandry and agriculture ? 
Will not hereby their domeſtic trade languiſh 
as their maritime does, ſince the former de- 
pends on the latter? Will not this likewiſe 
decreaſe the maritime force of the kingdom in 
the like degree ? ** 

Ir every nation, inſtead of having occaſion for 
ſuch reſtraints or prohibitions would make 
their produce, &c. cheap enough; which, by the 
means ſuggeſted, is always in their power to an- 
ſwer to the real benefit of every part of the com- 
munity ; their good and cheapcommodities will 
force themſelves by theſe commanding qua- 
lities, on ſome other nations at leaſt; and in 
ſome degree on thoſe too, perhaps, who ſhall 
endeayour to reſtrain them. Does not this ſeem 
to be the more natural, and, therefore, the more 
effectual way to preſerve and advance our 
maritime commerce ? No not theſe obvious 
reflections indicate the folly of reſtraining 
trade this way, and diſcover plain and eaſy me- 
thods to make our people happy in trade with- 
out ſuch reſtraint, or indeed without ever 
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going to war about it? for war is no leſs de- 
Auctive of trade than it is of the peace and 
of human nature. 
Ix the produce of our lands were doubled, 
it would” certainly be conſumed, fince the 
| age of the labouring people, who are the 
of mankind, ate not ſufficient to pur- 
chaſe above one "half the neceffaries ſuch a 
family requires. But the produce of the 
earth cantiot be doubled, unte the quantity 
be ſo likewiſe ; for the quantity in cultivation 
uces as mach as it well can. It follows, 
there muſt be double the pes 
of land to yield double the quan 
duce; which would be confume 
altering the ſeveral conditions of . in 3 
6 hey that of being as duly and com- 
fortebly ſupported as they have a right to be 
by nature. And is it not dhe duty of the flate 
to ſee that they have the full enjoyment and 
fruition of all that the great author of their 
being has entitled them to from the immu- 
table "laws he has eſtabliſned for their ſubfif- 
tance, preſervation, and encreaſe? 
To double the produce there r 
double the number F people to be employ 
in land-cultivation : but it is ende tha 
trade and manufactures, could not fpare half 
ſuch a number, without making commerce 
much too profitable- to traders to ſuffer 
Half ſo many people to employ themſelves 
upon land. As it is the demand that fixes 
the price of * if ſo many perſons were 


taken 
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taken out of trade, as only half the additio- 
pal quantity of land in cultivation would 
require to improve it, traders and manu- 
facturers, &c. would be able to exact what 
price they pleaſed for their Jabour and buſi- 
neſs. Whence, may we not diſcern, that 
all the produce of land and manufactures 
would be wanted and uſed, if things were 
put on the happy footing we have ſuppoſed? 
Are not the wants of mankind as great as 
their abilities, and the earth capable of ſup- 
plying them? Does it not hence appear, that 
want of trade and employment amongſt the 
2 92 is ſolely owing to there nat being 
nd enough in cultivation to ſupport and em- 
ploy them? | ** 
Ir the preſent quantity of land produc- 
tions _ to be ag Bear one "yay mn | 
and perhaps people enough mig ar 
9 & trade, —. manufactures, &c. -4 ac- 
compliſh this) it would fall the price of the 
produce one half. For ſince farmers muſt, 
in this caſe, be one fourth more numerous 
than at preſent, the rents of lands would 
neceflarily be lowered ; and if the produce is 
augmented one fourth; theſe things confi- 
dered together, copld hardly fail to lower the 
produce one half : this would lower labour 
alſo, the working people being under no leſs 
neceflity than they are now, to work as cheap 
as they can, For, if the produce cannot be 
doubled, to make the working people con- 
ſume double what they do, if they could get 
Da * K. 
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it; if the produce cannot be encreaſed one 
half, nor, perhaps, hardly one fourth, would 
not abſolute neceſſity oblige the working 
- claſs, to give their labour as cheap as poſſible, 
that they may ſupply their wants as far as they 
can, which muſt be confiderably abridged 
notwithſtanding the additional plenty, of a 
fourth in land- productions; and notwith- 

ſtanding too, that there would, in this caſe, 


x be ſo much more employment for the work- 


I le, as would fill up the whole time 
4 hive to labour in? 4 
- In order to reduce labour, the neceſſaries 
of life ſhould be lowered about one half, that 
5 or 6 ſhillings might purchaſe as much as 
10 or 12 will now do; and then labour 
might be reduced at leaft one fourth, and the 
labouring people be enabled, notwithſtand- 
ing, to purchaſe near half as many more ne- 
ceſſaries as their preſent wages of 10 or 12 
ſhillings per week will do, at the rates theſe 
things now go: which would occaſion half 
as much more trade and buſineſs amongſt 
the people in general as there now is, or can 
be till this is done; and be productive of the 
other greatnational advantages, therewith inſe- 
parably connected: of which, the removal of 
many temptations, which tend to deſtroy the 
3 no inconſiderable one; for if ſuch ad- 
tional' employment was procured: for the 
working people in general, would they not 
have leſs time for tippling, and holy-day mak- 


- = 
ing, eſpecially if proper meaſures were taken to 
encourage induſtry in their reſpective occu- 
pations ? | wg 
Ir we would reduce labour only one 
fourth part lower than it now goes, there will 
be a neceſſity to lower the price of the neceſ- 
faries of life to about one half the preſent 
price; for as it is the demand alone; which 
gives the value, and fixes the price to every 
thing, any ſlender attempts to employ the 
poor, and make more buſineſs this way ariſe 
to others, would, by encreaſing the demand 
for labour, rather tend to raiſe the wages 
of labouring people, than to lower them. 
To ſet this matter in the light intended; it 
ſhould be obſerved, that it is the preſent rate 
of labour only that will be reduced, accord- 
ing to the hypotheſis laid down; but its ua- 
lue, according to the above maxim will be 
greater, when the neceſſaries of life are ren- 
dered ſo much cheaper, that a fourth part 
leſs wages will purchaſe near half as many 
more neceſſaries as the preſent rates of labour 
will admit of. As this is all the reduction of 
labour hereby aimed at and intended, or which 
in the nature of the thing is poſſible; ſo that 
this matter may be clearly underſtood ; let it 
be ſuppoſed, that a labouring man's family 
can be decently maintained, as it may, with 
about ſixteen; ſhillings, per week; and that 
the neceſſaries of lite were lowered to half 


their preſent price: as eight ſhillings would. 
then purchaſe as much as fixteen will do 
now; 


diined to think they one 


— . 
mow.; which is at leaſt a third more than 
their preſent wages (as ſuppoſed of 10 Or 12 
ſhillings per week) will now purchaſe ; ſo then 
labour would really be about 4 part more va- 
luablethan it now is, though its rate at the 
ſame time be lowered about 4 part alſo. 
Ax the wiſdom of the legiſlature ſhould 
ever in carneſt think of this matter; (which, 
i they will fave their trade and the nation ef- 

| from ruin and deſtruRion , I am in- 
a 3 we muſt — 
faſt as poſſible, improve tracks 
waſte land, as will . — can 
poſſibly ſuſſer to be employed this way; for this 
nation is 4 great body of people; and if we 
would do things, which they may all ſen- 
fly feel the effects of, we muſt do great 
things, and ftrike notable ſtrokes of dome- 
ftic policy: and will it not be a glorious 


thing for this kingdom to be able, upon 
wiſe and ſolid pr of | government, 
to reduce the prive of neceſſuries one half ? 


which we have ſeen, is abſolutely requiſite to 
r labour, . 
all things noedfal and neceſſary to that ſtation 
of life; and thereby create ſo much more bu- 
finefs amongſt them ? For, without this, trade 
in general cannot flouriſh, becauſe _—_— 
depends ſolely on the confumption ; and yet, 
from what has been urged, it fuld ſeem to 
appear, that trade will flouriſh, before the 
Ny Vt | SABLLUU 4 poor 


muſt be, to give place to ſucceeding genera - 
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will find it in their power to attain the 


on of, the conſtitutes the wealth and. 
ſplendor of the rich: and if it was unrea+- 

ble to muzale the ox that trod out the 
corn, what name ſhall we give the meaſures 
that render it, ſo difficult for the bulk af man- 

kind, to anſwer the great end of their own: 
lite; and that of raiſing families to ſtand in 
their ſtead when they are 3 as all ſoon 


tions of the human ſpecies? 

Tux rule whereby to judge when the 
neceſſaries * life 8 be Ven e 
cheap or is general earning: 
or .W of the labouring people; * 
caunot be leſs than ſuch as will procure them 
a ety of * eee of liſe 
as will ſupport to ſubſiſt, and go through 
the labour in which they are engaged with 
ſtrength and vigor, without injury to their 
progeny. and to maintain their riſing genera- 
tion comfortably. Whence we may diſcern 
when there is, or is not circulating- money 
ſufficient among the people: or, 2 is 
equivalent thereto, when there is, or is not 
Jand ſufficient in cultivation to ſupport them 
happily ; for hence only can theſe things be 
principally brought, which are abſaluiely ne- 
cofliry- for mr ſubſiſtance and the conti · 


— * ä 


ſupplies, we could wiſh; them; ſince the la- 
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Warit.sT' a mechanic, or any labouring 
perſon, cannot earn ſo much as will provide 
comfortably for a middling family of that 

| claſs; it is "apparent, that money is ſo much 
too ſcarce amongſt ' ſeven-eighths of the 
people at leaſt; or that the land in uſe is in- 
competent to ſuſtain them; and conſequently, 
there will be ſo much leſs buſineſs and em- 
E amongſt the people in general, than 
is required: whence the diſtreſs of numbers 
will be inevitable. 

2 1 oprictors would do well to con- 

that if ſeven-eighths of the people 

2 ſuſtain u want and penury, if 

cheſe conſequences are not duly guarded 

againſt; many of their own offspring, in. a 

tion or two, if not ſooner, will find 
themſelves i in no better ſituation. 

Wokk INC L. ee! being reduced to uch 
diſtreſs and difficulties, we ſay, is unnatural : 
the great author of our being has made 
ample proviſion againſt them, by affording a 
full "competency of Land to guard againſt 
them; and it is our own fault, our own 
' weakneſs and folly, and bad policy, not to 
guard againſt ſuch evils, when we have 1 it fo 
manifeſtly in our power | 

"Ir it ſhould be objeQed, that if all things 
our gentry conſume were of our own ro- 
duce, they would be the richer for ex 
this propoſal ; yet ſince they leon 


ſume 
many foreign goods, the prices of which de- 
pend on what they coſt at the place they are 
bought; 


1 
bought; they can receive but little altera- 
tion by the execution of the deſign here 


recommended ; that the gentry, therefore, will 


not be the richer for ſuch a reduction of la- 
bour, and of the price of our natural pro- 
ductions and manufactures, as would hereby 
be effected: if this ſhould be faid, it may be 
replied ; that moſt nations have ſome com- 


modities peculiar to them ; which ſeem de- 


ſigned by nature to be the foundation of re- 
ciprocal commerce between them and ſome 
others, who need them, and thereby afford 
great employment by maritime traffic, 'and 
no leſs communication of general know- 


ledge ; which has been, and will be pro- 


ductive of new arts and new trades : and which 
would not probably have been the caſe, 
if thoſe peculiarities in different countries 
and climates had not exiſted throughout 
the world: in this reſpect, our nation is 
diſtinguiſhed as well as others — And, if one 
nation be diſtinguiſhed by nature more than 
another herein; as they will. by that means 
gain more money than ſuch other nation, 
which is not; ſo the price of their com- 
modities and labour will bE higher in ſuch 
proportion as one nation ſhall naturally ex- 


I 


ceed another in the ſuperior quality of its com- 


mo dities; and conſequently they will not be 
thaggicher or more powerful for having more 
mOMey chaggheir neighbours. 


Bor 


| ſhould be done to prevent other nations from 
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W any ki of goods 
cheaper than we i ac raiſe by - which 
otherwiſe might be as well raiſed at home ; 
in this caſe, it becomes indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary to fall into the practice propoſed, in re- 
gard to the raifing and manufacturing on 
as good terms ourſelves all things, whieh we 
ſtand in need of, or chuſe to enjoy. As this. 


advantaging themſelves. by us more than we 

dean ſuſtain ; ſo it would probably more ef- 

| fe tually exclude. all ſuch 1 e than 
the moſt 3 laws and pr 

do. 

Ir this method e foreign unde 
ſhould be perpetually obſerved by Great Bris. 
mais as it ought, our gentry, would experience 
themſelves, the richer; notwithſtanding the 
conſumption of ſuch other foreign goods, .as 
being the peculiarities of other nations, we 


may be obliged to import, for the ſake of 


maintaining the requiſite commercial — 4 


- - we have Pn our produce to 


courſe. For, when by the means 


degree as to:reduge 5 rates of 3 
derably, and have thereby enabled ourſelves to 


cheaper than we can receive them: N 
das eur trade is put into ſuch a fſouriſſj 
condition, the commodities v 
after this is done, being cheap! we 
raiſe ſuch goods within ourſelves Ks 


the conſumption of any ſuch * cannot 


raiſe many kinds If goals which we. nowigs- Ip 
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ogcaſion ſo great anexpence, as they wauld do 
to raiſe them ourfelyes, if we really could ex- 
clude them by acts of parliament, If, there- 


fore, it would be true, as the objection itſelf 
allows, that the gentry would be the richer 
for executing this propoſal: if all the ode? 
they conſumed and uſed were the produce of 
our own country: they mult be gainers allo, 
notwithſtanding their conſumption of any 
quantity of foreign goods, which we can im- 
port and fell at cheaper rates, than we can poſ- 
fibly raiſe them ourſelves; for none but ſueh 
cheaper foreign goods can ever find vent in 
any duch nation, except they he the peculia- 
rities of other foreign nations; to which AN 
anſwer has been before given. 
Tur full execution of this deſign —— 

ſeem to be the only means, by which | 

perty can be ſo duely diffuſed among al 
ranks of people, as the more effectaally to 
promote the general intereſt of the whole 
community : For While the working — 
have not full employment, their labour will 
be diſpoſed of below its juſt value; which 
ought to be a comfortable ſuBſiſtence for a 
family ſuitable to their ſtation 80 long as 
theſe people 1 mn work ſo ü 
— — , that their wages are ipſufficient | 


2 — is not ſo diffuſ- 

2 Tewel be attendedwith 
many , evils, tion as the wages of 
the- working people fall ſhort of the point 
above intimated, For = general o ν,ο | 
Vor. I. "ou 
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tion can not be ſo great in the community. 
Others hereby will accumulate that wealth 
which by right belongs to the bulk of thoſe 
people. And theſe gainers, who are conver- 
ſant with practical trade, are enabled by their 
extra-gains to trade on terms too low to ad- 
mit the middling traders to get a livelilivod, 
according to their rank of life. 

Suprosk a man, for inſtance, in wade 
with 10,000 J., and the reduction of intereſt 
has brought many ſuch into ſeveral retail 
trades: ſuppoſe ſuch a one, in order to turn 
his ſtock once in the year, will vend his goods 
at 10 per cent. profit; this will produce 
1000 J. per Annum: let another in the ſame 
trade worth 1000 J. only, ſell at the ſame 
rate, (as he muſt, or have little buſineſs) and 
let him be ſuppoſed to turn ſuch a leſſer ſtock 
twice a year; which, ſince giving credit is 
become ſo general, is as often as ſuch a ſtock 
in retail trade can be generally turned; and 
this, though it may produce 2001. per An- 
num, is very inſufficient to bear all the charges 
of trade, and ſupport and provide for ſuch a 
family as it is — they ſhould live; 


| whilſt the other trader, making 10 pet cent. 


on his 10, 000. trading-ſtock, may ſtill more 
and more encreaſe it, at the ſame time that 
he is bringing on- the ruin of 2 at have 
but middling capitals. "only the 
labouring mechanics, but bes ' of the 
other middling people i in general, muſt with 
them be * of that ſhare' of pro- 


perty 


— 
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perty, to which their condition and the good 
of the community entitle them; for that 
community will be more powerful, and moſt 
happy, that abounds moſt with people of 
thoſe middling fortunes. As there do not ap- 
pear any other more ſimple and effectual 
means, whereby property can be diffuſed 
amongſt the people in general as thoſe ſub- 
mitted; ſo whenever property ſhall be- 
come thus diffuſed, it will be ſufficiently ſo, 
and adminiſter to mankind all the terreſtrial 
felicity their natures ſeem capable of: what- 
ever, there ſhall then be in the condi- 
tions and circumſtances of men, they will be 
ſuch only as the author of nature intended ; 
ſuch as are inſeparably connected with civil 
government, wherein there muſt be high and 
low, as long as it ſhall ſubſiſt. KR 
Ix may alſo deſerve conſideration, whether 
it will not follow from ſuch like policy, that 
luxury, ſo far as it is ſhall be judged detri- 
mental to ſociety, may not be removed. We 
would not call that ſtate equipage, or way of 
- living, which is ſuitable to the rank and con- 
dition of men, luxury, injurious to ſociety, 
how pompous ſoever ; if it be reſtrained with- 
in the limits of his-eſtate, to a degree, as will 
admit of his making provifion for his family, 
according to his rank and dignity; for ſuch 
ſplendid living is uſeful to the community, 
eſpecially while | ſo prudentially circum- 
ſcribed. As that man only can be ſaid to be 
Juxurious, in a ſenſe hurtful to ſociety, who 
D 2 | ex- 


exceeds thoſe bounds; ſo that nation only 
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8 be ſaid to be luxurious when the — — 

oo generally exceed in this reſpect. t 
this may be the caſe of a nation ; we may 
take for granted, and admit, that the one 


_ reduced 30 diſtreſs, as ſure as the 
other. 


Tux cauſt of ſuch national luxury, is 


owing to too great an inequality of property; 


whereby too many are enabled to live exceſ- 
fively ſumptuous and ſplendid; whilſt the 
reſt, having far leſs than they really want, are 
too much depreſſed: the one ſide is idolized 
for their wealth, the other contemmed for 
their poverty. Between theſe extremes, the 
chaſm ſeems to be too wide; whence the 
opulent are imitated, beyond limits, 
by moſt of thofe circumſtanced within the 
extremes ; which begets luxury detrimental to 
themſelves and families, and not fo beneficial 
to the community as their well regulated lu 
xury might prove. 

Bur were property to be diffuſed, as 
has been ſhown it may and ought to be, the 
labour &c. of people would not come fo un- 
reaſonably low, as to ſupport ſuch 'exceſs on 
the one hand, or depreſs the reſt to ſuch/de- 

ee on the other. e natural and juſt dif- 
uſion of property will not only eradicate the 
luxury injurious to the ſtate and to indivi- 
duals, but extinguiſh vice and immorality 
therewith. For the too great inequality of 
property, is the ſource of depravity, and general 


poverty; 
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poverty; and vice will ever be connected 
therewith. | 
IncxgAasInG the produce of the land, 
will. naturally diffuſe ſuch increaſe amongſt 
the lower and the middling people who alone 
want it: this will remove the pernicious lu- 
xury, that being 8 on the too great 
inequality of property: hence it ſeems to a 
— that * the cauſe, but the * 
fect of a decay of trade, ſince ſuch decay is 
nothing elſe but the maſs of the people want- 
ing many things, which they have a natural 
right to: and which, for want of employ- 
ment it is out of their power to procure. 
AMIDST. the variqus public benefits at- 
tending the effectual execution of this mea- 
ſure, it will not prove the leaſt to many, by 
preventing the too great a reduction of the 
intereſt of money ; becauſe the continual in- 
cloſing and cultivating ſo much waſte land, 
as will be needful to the univerſal diffuſion of 
the plenty hereby recommended, will not 
only make abundance af eſtates to be pur- 
chaſed, that are now not worth one fourth, 
perhaps, of what they will be when im- 
proved: but ſuch policy will raiſe vaſt 
quantities of produce and manufactures, to 
inveſt that money in ; whereby the govern- 
ment may, by wiſe management, be able to 
diſcharge a conſiderable part of the public 
debts; which money, if not this way em- 


ployed and realized, will come again to mar- 
D 3 ket 
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ket to ſeek intereſt: this will fall the intereſt; or, 
which 1s equivalent, the premiums on money 
at intereſt will advance, in ſuch proportion, 
as the plenty of ſuch money ſhall encreaſe ; 
which premiums, with the intereſt thereof, 
muſt in the end be loſt, in conſideration 
of receiving three or two per cent. for a time, 
inſtead of ſuch intereſt, as the plenty of mo- 
ney, ſeeking intereſt, would naturally bear. 
Nox will the nation be able to diſcharge 
its public debts, without great public injury, 
. unleſs the price of all things can be lowered 
in ſuch 1 3m as the public ſecurities ſhall 
be paid off: for ſuch ſecurities having the 
operation of money, will keep up the price 
of all things, in proportion to the quantity. 
Ought not this to allarm us more if the deſtruc- 
tive ſyſtem of encreaſing the public debts ſhall 
be ſtill e Can any meaſures prove 
more effectual to the ruin of our trade, and 
the introduction of univerſal poverty, diſtreſs 
and calamity? Will not theſe things prove 
unequal to plague, peſtilence and famine ? 
Bur the executing of. what is contended 
for will enable the' government gradually to 
reduce the national debts, and the taxes, 
without injury, either to the moneyed or trad- 
ing intereſt, For, as the produce of the 
earth, and the conſumption thereof, will cer- 
tainly be greatly encreaſed, thoſe things al- 
ways going together, the revenue will encreaſe 
likewiſe : ſince the malt tax, exciſe on beer, 
ER duty 
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duty on leather, and tallow, and whatever 
other articles of the natural produce are taxed 
would be augmented as the produce and the 
conſumption ſhould be augmented: if at the 
ſame time alſo the circumſtances of the people 
in general ſhall become amended, as ſeems 
apparent they cannot fail ; ſo every thing be- 
ing made conſiderably cheaper, the govern- 
ment will be able to effect all their dealings 
and negotiations with as much leſs money as 
the prices of labour, and goods of all kinds 
ſhall hence be reduced: and, therefore, will 
have an additional revenue, not only by the 
augmentations, but by being enabled to pur- 
chaſe every thing, that they may require, 
with much leſs ſums than now: and this dif- 
ference being conſiderable may gradually con- 
ſtitute a new Debt-Paying-Fund, to reduce 
the public incumbrances, ſince the old Sinł- 
ing fund is likely to be always otherwiſe ap- 
propriated, 8 | 

Ir it ſhould be objected, that, to effect 
this intention, the land tax will leſſen with 
the rents of, lands; whence the revenue in 
this branch will diminiſh—To this, it may 
be replied, that if we add the land tax, which 
may be further raiſed on ſo great an addition 
of land, as muſt every year be put into cul- 
tivation, to hold the needful proportion to the 
natural encreaſe of mankind; this additio- 
nal land tax, will contribute ſomuch to prevent 
any diminution in this part of the revenue. 


And, if the people encreaſe, as trade becomes 
4 relieved 


. 
relieved and extended, which is a truth known - 
that they always will, even to a maxim; there 
can be no doubt that the revenue will ſoon be 
augmented in this branch of it. 

Tuis defign ſeeming to have a natural 
and practicable tendency to enable the na- 
tion to pay its debts, it will enable the go- 
vernment, to eaſe the people greatly of taxes. 
And if every thing will always find its true 
value, which is an axiom in trade, land, 
which is the moſt certainly valuable of all 
things, muſt do ſo too: wherefore, if theſe 
taxes appropriated for the payment of intereſt 
of the public debts, were all taken off our 
native commodities, the land would neceſ— 
farily beat as much higher price, as the pteſent 
taxes no ſubſtract from the price of our com- 
modities For, if taxes were taken off the na- 
tive commodities, they would come cheaper: 
this would encreaſe the conſumption. Now, 
ſince every thing abſolutely neceſſary is the 
produce of the land, the encreaſe of the 
demand for that produce, will encreaſe the 
demand for land; and that will neceſſarily 
raiſe the rents, even till all the money now 
paid for taxes, together with the charges of 
their collection, will come to the landhol- 
det's ſhare, Nor can this be otherwiſe, un- 
leſs the money circulating be. inſufficient to 
augment the rents ſo much: and though it 
may not be ſo much; yet if the taxes were 
taken off native commodities, the money would 
be found ſufficient to augment the rents, eq 


udl 
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to the taxes that it would be needful to lay 
on the land: or, at leaſt, it would prevent any 
conſiderable fall of the preſent rents of lands 
in general; even though ſo much land were 
to be added in cultivation, as would be need- 
ful to anſwer the end 

THE taking off the taxes on n goods dons 
will not ſufficiently in the end lower their price 
to the conſumer, without the effectual execu- 
ton of the land- cultivation co-operating there- 
with; becauſe the price of commodities in gene- 
ral depends on the quantity of money circulat- 
ing, and its repreſentative paper- credit. What 
advantage then, it may be afked, will the 
taking off taxes on native goods be to trade? To 
which it may naturally enough be anſwered; 
That the hands now employed in raiſing the 
taxes on commodities, would be gained to 
contribute their quota of {kill and labour to 
encreaſe the public ſtock ; who now, by liv- 
ing on the public, eat up ſo much of its ſtock 
as their whole ſupport amounts to, and are 
thereby a double loſs to the nation of fo 
much. Beſides, the benefits that will ariſe to 
trade, by taking the taxes off our native goods, 
muſt be meaſured by the general burthen that 
attends taxes on thoſe commodities : and are 
they not ſenfibly felt by all to be a great clog 
and incumbrance to our commerce? Will not 
the advantages thereto 1 by taking them 
off commodities, be as ſenſibly experienced by 


all, fince they are — which equal 
each other, 


THAT 
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Tur as little inconveniency may ariſe 
as the nature of things will admit, in car- 
rying a matter of this kind into execution, 
the taxes ſhould be as gradually taken off 
our native commodities, as the propoſal can 
be gradually executed; that the officers in 
the revenue, who may be gradually diſcharg- 
ed, may get their livelihood in ſuch a way 
as will encreaſe the public ſtock of plenty; 
and that we may, at length, have none to 
ſuceeed to live on the labour of the indu- 
ſtrious, as multitudes always muſt *, fo long 
as any taxes are raiſed on our native comm 
dities eſpecially. * 
Bor if, after all, it ſhould be found true, 
that we cannot throw hands enough into 


S ac * Mulch r 
— 
"-_ 


* Amongſt the maſs of people, there is not above one half 
labouring or manufacturing. For ſuppoſe we have 8 millions 
of people, and that the limits of the age of labour be placed 
between 13 and 63, and that 5 of the people are between 
theſe ages; from theſe we muſt deduct at leaſt >; under the 
following claſſes; females, ſequeſtrated from labour by the 
condition of their ſex ; the idle, by rank or choice; men of 

roſeſſions, ſuch as vend the manufactures of others, the 
and impotent. By this computation, there only remains 
one half labouring and manufacturing: but we can hardly 
believe there are above 3 million of working people. The 
price of labours riſes in — ways to the ſcarcity of labou- 
xers ; they being ſomewhat like their commodities, dear in 
proportion to their ſcarcity. Any number of labouring people 
ng idle increaſeth the price of labour, double to the pro- 
portion which that number bears to the whole. Suppoſe, 
for example, 3 millions of labouring people, and 30,000 
men carrying arms, or levying taxes ; 30,000 is one per cent. 
on 3 millions, and theſe living on the labour of the reſt, 
makes another one per cent, in all two per cent, or double 
the proportion. | 5 
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tillage, &c. to carry this propoſal into execution 
tothe full end aimed at; muſt not this bea cogent 
reaſon for carrying the ſame as far as it may 
be? Since it is ſo much more for the happi- 
neſs of mankind, rather to want hands to do 
all work that may be required in a ſtate than 
to have a great number of hands to ſpare, as 
are now degenerated into vagabonds; relieved 
by the public, or periſhing for want of work 
enough to render labour ſo valuable, as to be 
a ſufficient motive to render them indu- 
ſtrious. | 
HowEveR idle our working ink may 
be; that is for want of being rightly go- 
verned ; and this is nothing criminal on their 
part ; for the working people would work 
far more than they do, if they were ſuffi- 
ciently encouraged. For Itake it for a maxim, 
that no claſs of people will ever want indu- 
ſtry, if they do not want encouraging mo- 
tives thereto. The truth of which is no leſs 
undeniable, than that the conſumer, if he 
had money to pay, and was willing to pur- 
chaſe, never yet went without any ſtaple com- 
modity whatever; or indeed, without any 
other common thing he wanted. 

THaT our working people: are well giſ- 
poſed to labour, when duely encouraged, is 
plain from hence: that in a time of general 
mourning for a prince, when abundance of 
goods are required to be made in a ſhort time, 
we know the weavers, dyers, taylors, &c. 
do, at ſuch times, work almoſt night and day, 
only 
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only for the encouragement of better tem- 
porary wages, which an extraordinary de- 
mand for any goods is neceſſarily connected 
with: if this is done to cloathe ſo great a 
part of the people in the kingdom in fo 


ſhort a time, as we uſually ſee on ſuch 


occaſions; is it not appatent, that the work- 


ing people not only can, but would do a 

great deal more work than they do, if 

they were encouraged in a proper and ef- 

fectual manner, by prevailing motives to in- 

duſtry and ſobriety? And ſuch may be eaſily 

> fuggeſted upon the Principles whereon we 
have reaſoned. 

Tux execution of this propoſal ſhould 
ſeem to be the natural way- to extend domi- 
nion, and introduce liberty amongſt man- 
kind. For, wherever ſo much land is con- 
tinually put to uſe, which ſhall call forall the 
hands, which trade and manufactures will ſuf- 
fer to employ themſelves this way: and as this 
will neceſſarily give full employment to all 
the people, nd = create ſuch plenty of every 

that the meaneſt of people will 
certainly find a comfortable ſubſiſtence for 
themſelves and families; fo it will infallibly 
draw the induſtrious labouring people to for- 
fake every arbitrary and oppreſſive govern- 
ment, to find ſuch a ſettlement, as the buſi- 
neſs which ſo much land continually added and 
n will certainly provide for them. 
Tur government finding difficulties 


in aa enough to raiſe men at a great expence in 
11 time 
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time of war, for the military and naval ſer- 
vices, might it not be a prevailing and ef- 
fe&ual inducement to numbers to enter into 
the ſervice chearfully ; if; when they had 
been engaged, and behaved well therein ſo 
many years, they ſhould be entitled, by act 
of parliament, to ſuch a quantity of land, 
to cultwate, and ſuch an allowance to en- 
able them to cultivate the ſame ? Would not 
the idea of their being landholders towards 
the end of their days, make many of thera 
frugal, and induſtrious, in order to ſave fome- 
thing the better to enable them to maintain 
themſelves comfortably, afterwards, with the 
ernments aſſiſtance, to marry, and 
up their families to honeſt Jabour and 
bandry alſo'? Do not ſuch-like meaſure ſeem 
the natural and eaſy ways of rendering theſe 
kingdoms more and more powerful; fincext 
is probable that in no leſs than a century there 
would be double the number of people found 
in chem? Nor could this well fail being the 
conſequence, unleſs the neighbouring coun» 
tries ſhould follow the fame meaſures : and 
then 'the encreaſe of each nation would be 
only ſach as the natural encreaſe of man- 
kind will produce. But a great advantage 
would ariſe to mankind in general by this 
means; for happineſs and liberty would be- 
come as general and as extenſive, as the me- 
_ propoſed ſhould be univerſally prac- 
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Is it ſhould be objected! againſt theſe 


meaſures, that although we. have had a late 


great dearth and ſcarcity, and conſequently 
temporary dearneſs in general of the neceſ- 
ſaries of life amongſt the poor; yet this may 
not happen again in ſeveral years: that as 
things have been in the general circumſtanced, 
we have for many years enjoyed ſo great a 
plenty of the produce of the earth, and the 
price has been reduced ſo low, and may be 
again, that the farmers will not be able to 
pay their rents; which ſeems to be owing to 
out having already broke up and improved 
too much land; ſince ſuch plenty can ariſe 
only from having too much land in cultiva- 


tion already: If, we ſay, any thing in this ſtrain 


ſhould: be urged, it may be obſerved; that 
the produce of the land may in ſome years 
be ſo plenty, and therefore ſo low in price as 
not to anſwer and turn to account; and that 
not only from the plenty of thoſe things 


conſidered in themſelves, but from the ina- 


bility of the 2 in general to purchaſe 
them, in ſuch quantities as their wants may 
require, notwithſtanding their tempor 
cheapneſs; ſince a conſiderable abatement 


in the conſumption of any thing, will ope- 


rate to the reduction of its price, more than 
even plenty of any thing, conſidered with 
due regard to the wants of the people, will do: 
But if by a conſtant general plenty the 
people in general grow proſperous, they 
may become able to purchaſe double the 
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uantity, which will ever keep up the price 
ſuitably to the circulating money: and the 
price of rents, to be raiſed We wall " 
hurtful. 

-Monzoven; this objection is contrary to 
the nature of the thing itſelf; it ſuggeſting 
that plenty is ſo enormous an evil, as in the 
general to ruin the farmers and gentlemen. 
But fince a general plenty is in its own na- 
ture a general bleſſing; the conſtant promo- 
tion and encreaſe of the conſumption there- 
of, ſhould co- operate therewith, and not 
render that any evil which is manifeſtly in- 
tended 'otherwiſe : and therefore the fault 
muſt lye in our policy, not in the nature and 
reaſon of things. 

Ix it be true, as the objections takes for 
granted; that we have already ſo much land 
in uſe, as makes the plenty in general ſo great, as 
to reduce the price of its produce too low for 
the landlord to get rent for his land; yet, fince 
it has been made appear, that more land is 
required in cultivation to give full employ- 
ment, and a reaſonable ſupply to all the ne- 
ceſſary wants of the people; it will follow, 
whether gentlemen can, or cannot get any 
rents for their lands for a time, that the 
people in general have a juſt right to have ſo 
much more land cultivated, as ſhall be amply 
ſufficient to give them full employment, and 
ſubſiſt them comfortably, not ſcantily and 
ſtarvingly ; becauſe every perſon is, by na- 
19 as much entitled to all the land he can 
culti- 
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| cultivate, for his ſuſtenance and uſe, as he is tothe 
air, in which he breathes ; for he can no more 
live without the one than the other. Where- 
fore, ſince mankind are all by nature born 
equal in this reſpect, it is contrary to the 
great law of nature to abridge any part of 
the human ſpecies of this their natural right; 
anlcfs it can be proved, that it is for the good 
A individuals to be thus abridged ; and that 
they ought either to purchaſe, or pay rent for 
the lands, whoſe produce their induſtry ſhall 
entitle them to: and this I believe no wan 
will eaſihy prove. - 

Bur we may with trath- deny, that 
there ever was:ſuch a ſuperabundant plenty 
as the objection implies, hang, if right 
meaſures ate uſed in times of plenty to pre- 
ſerve againſt thoſe of ſcarcity); but waving 
the latter for the preſent ; we will only ob- 
ſerve, that the produce of the land, when 
brought — by the farmers, is always 
old — — . _ properly rg 
poſkble, that ing can be properly 
io be too — tor which the demand is, 
or may be always fo. great, as to make it a 
ready money commodity. For, if the plenty 
were really too great for the demand, it 
would, binge ancngifiersaf goods and 
manufactures are, be ſald for time: and a 
greater plenty, than thedemand requires, is the 
foundation of felling. on credit: it fallows, 
therefore that the — — 
when it can be ſold in the general for ready 


money. 
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money. Victuals and drink, the only thing 


here concerned in the objection, are ſo far 
from being too plentiful, that they alſo are 
generally ſold for ready money, even to the 
meaneſt conſumer. The number of thoſe 
who do not pay preſent money for their im- 
mediate neceſſaries of life, are few in com- 
| pariſon to others; and even theſe, in general 
pay for ſuch neceſfaries in ſhort time, unleſs 
theſe who never pay, wo.” 
Ir, therefore, it is not the general plenty 
of the produce, which is the occaſional cauſe 
of cheapneſs, that diſables the farmer from 
paying his rent, as it appears it is not; yet 
ſuppoſing the matter to be otherwiſe, it fol- 
lows that gentlemen, if they would have 
their rents conſtantly paid, are under a ne- 
ceſſity, as faſt as ble, to cauſe ſo much 
waſte land to be incloſed and improved, as 
ſhall actually reduce the preſent rate of la- 
bour, and encreaſe the conſumption of the 
people in general to ſuch degree, that the 
price which the produce of the earth will fetch 
at market, may always be ſufficient to bear — 
charges, and leave an overplus to pay ſuc 
— the land will then — bear. 
For white the neceſſary charges of the la- 
bour, &c. and the ſubſiſtance of the farmers 
continue ſo great, as to equal the price, the 
produce of the ground fetches at market; it 
zs ſcarce poſſible that the gentlemen ſhould 
have their rents duely paid; and a leſs rent 
certainly paid is preferable to one that is 
Vor. I. "1 "MW uncer- 
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uncertain, and therefore often never paid 
1 | | 

THAT the neceſſary charges of the labour, 
and the ſubſiſtence of the farmers may be 
ſo much lowered, as to leave an overplus out 
of the price which the produce fetches at 
market, ſufficient to pay ſome rent, 1s certain 
becauſe, when the produce did hardly fetch 
7s part of its preſent rate, ſome rent was 
as certainly paid, as that we had always 
gentlemen, who lived on their eſtates. And 
if the lowering the rate of labour, &c. will 
make every thing fall, in much greater pro- 
portion than the rents, it will be evident, 
that an overplus muſt, in this caſe, remain 
to pay rent; and the gentlemen will be the 
richer too, for encouraging ſuch meaſures, as 
ſhall be effectual to reduce the preſent rate 
of labour, &c.—And without the improve- 
ment of ſo much land, they are likely in a 
few years to get no rent at all; nor will they 
be in a better condition than the moneyed in- 
tereſt, when our public debts ſhall be doub- 
led, or tribled, and our taxes ſo heavy as to 
drive our merchants into other nations— The 
taking off the taxes on commodities will fa- 
cilitate this matter; it being certain, that 
thoſe, together with their charge of collec- 
tion, and alſo the advance on the price of 
goods they occaſion, do at preſent abſorb a 
great proportion of the rents of the whole 
kingdom. Nay, the gradual taking off taxes 
entirely from the neceſſaries of life, which 
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the working people conſume, is ſo abſolutely 
needful, to co-operate with the encreaſe of 
land- cultivation, that the latter will not have 
the effect deſired by many years ſo ſoon, as 
if it is gradually aided and aſſiſted by the 
other meaſure, as the . debts ſhall become 
diſcharged, by an effectual fund eſtabliſhed 
for that purpoſe, 3 | 
THAT which may convince every man 
of the truth of the prodigious augmentation 
of the price of goods by taxes laid thereon, 
is the mention only of one ſingle inſtance, as 
a fact; which is, that when the dutyan ſalt was 
taken off, it was cried about the ſtreets at the 
rate of three pounds for five farthings; and, no 
| ſooner was the duty laid on again; but the 
ice became to the conſumer, (as it was be- 
fore the duty was taken off) five farthings 
for one pound. This ſingle inſtance ſhews 
the neceſſity of taking off gradually taxes on 
the neceſſaries of life, and that this muſt 
come in aid of the great cultivation of land, 
to produce the public bleſſings of univerſal 
plenty and proſperity hereby intended in this 
nation ; and the execution of both in conjunc- 

tion, cannot fail to anſwer the end. 
THERE remains a difficulty or two, 
which, perhaps, it may be neceſſary to re- 
move: it may be ſaid, that ſince many eſtates 
are mortgaged, if the rents, ſhould be con- 
fiderably lowered, many of them will hardly 
be worth more than they are mortgaged for ; 
| E 2 which 
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which may prove a great hardſhip to ſuch. This 
difficulty may be obviated, we apprehend, 
if the wiſdom of parliament ſhould ever 
take this matter into their conſideration, and 
make an act for the encloſing of ſuch large 
quantities of land, &c.; for a clauſe might 
be added thereto, that all mortgagees ſhall 
be obliged annually, or in any other manner 
that may ſeem meet, to remit or ſtrike off 
ſuch ſums from the principal money lent on 
ſuch eſtates, as may hold proportion to the 
fall of the rents of lands. Nor will this be 
any hardſhip to the mortgagees, fince the re- 
reſidue of their money and intereſt will do, 
at leaſt, all the ſame things which their 
whole ſums, with the intereſt would have 
done, if no ſuch alteration had been made, 
as the propoſed meaſures are conceived to 
effect. | 

Tuts alſo will not only prove the caſe of 
mortgagees, but of tradeſmen, whoſe ſtock in 
| band being of our on produce, or native 
manufactures of any kind, will be continu- 
ally falling, as faft as ſuch produce or manu- 
factures ſhall, from time to time, by their 
plenty, become cheaper. Nor will this be 
any prejudice to tradeſmen, fince every time 
they purchaſe in this caſe, ſuch goods will 
be as much cheaper than when they bought 
laſt, as thoſe commodities have fallen on 
their hands; and the remaining ſum every 
way as powerful in purchaſing what they 
may have occaſion for, as the whole _ 
| wo 
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would bave been, if no ſuch alteration had 
ed in the fall of prices. 

ITH relation to foreign commodities, 
their price depending on the markets from 
whence they are brought, will not for ſome 
time be affected by this meaſure : and as to 
book-debts and notes, the credit of this kind' 
being never intended to be of any long dura- 
tion, there will be no neceflity of any change 
with reſpect to theſe things. A hardſhip, in- 
deed, will fall on many, who haye leafes on 
lands; unleſs a clauſe be likewiſe made in 
the act, to give tenants the option to ſurren- 
der; or make other conditions. 

SINCE all trade and commerce is founded 
on the wants of mankind, and that theſe 
are ſopplied only by cultivation and tillage, 
and = 1 things depending thereon ; it ap- 

to what cffential cauſes we may attri- 
bute the decay of trade and ſcatcity of the 
neceſſaries of bee; for ſuch decay, and ſcar- 
city will inevitably ariſe from the courfe of 
things, where ſach an addition of land is 
not duely cultivated, as ſhalt at leaft hold 
proportion to the natural encreaſe of man- 
kind; and ſuch decay is likewiſe the neceſ- 
ſary conſequence of taxes on native commo- 
dities, and the decreafe' of the national cath ; 
fince the conſumption of every thing muſt 
leſſen to ſuch degyee, as the circulating-mo- 
ney does, if the price of things in general be 
not reduced in f like proportions by the 
means we have ſubmitted, For, if every 
E 3 . thing 
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thing bears the ſame price, and the number 
of conſumers is not leſſened, it is plain, they 


having ſo much leſs money amongſt them, 


they will be obliged to purchaſe as much 
fewer things, as the want of ſo much mo- 
ney will neceſſarily prevent them from pur- 
chaſing. This will encreaſe the number of 
the poor, and make them miſerable, as the 
want of the proportion of the caſh-decreaſe cuts 
off more or leſs buſineſs from amongſt the 
17 8 The conſequence will be the ſame, 
if the people encreaſe, and money does not 
in the like degree, | | 
THe great encreaſe of our paper- effects 
has not leſs contributed to the decay of trade 
than any thing that has been mentioned, their 
circulation enhancing the price of every 


thing amongſt us above the rates our real 


ſpecie would have ſupported them at; and 
that in ſuch proportion as theſe paper-effects 
are greater than the hard money we have in 


circulation ; this being the natural effect of 


any thing operating as money itſelf, 

As an effectual beginning to a matter of 
this concernment, I have, in my other la- 
bours endeavoured to ſhew the neceſſity of 
reducing, inſtead of enlarging the publicdebts, 


and taxes: to which may be here further ſub- 


mitted to conſideration : whether his Majeſty 

might not, by giving a proportion annually of 

his crown lands, in proper parcels or in quit 

rents, or under any proper acknowledge- 

ments for a term of years, begin this good 
| wor 
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work of land- cultivation in England; to ſuch 
perſons. who have behaved gallantly in the 
defence of their country in time of war, or 
have any other way promoted the public in- 
tereſt, as a royal reward and encouragement 
for ſuch ſervices ? And whether ſuch to whom 
thoſe land- donations were made ſhould not 
poſſeſs and enjoy them on ſuch conditions only 
as ſhall tend to the cultivation of every acre 
within ſuch a time, or the ſame ſhall be for- 
feited, and given to thoſe, who will under- ' 
take to do it, within a reaſonable time li- 
mited for that purpoſe ? 
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DISSERTATION u. 


The Productions and trade of England com- 

pared with thoſe of Scotland and Ireland, 
and the Britiſh plantations ; and alſo with 
each other; in order further to mfbrce 
the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of England 
taking the meaſures recommended in the Firſt 
Diſſertation. 


OWEVER great ſome may con- 

ceive the advantages to be that Eng- 
land has over its other territories, where with it 
is united and connected; yet when duly con- 
ſidered, they will be found to be leſs conſi- 
derable than what may be too generally ap- 
prehended. For Scotland as well as Ireland, 
and the Britiſh Northern colonies do all, 


more or leſs interfere with England in her 


native produce, and in ſome of her ſtaple ma- 
nufactures; and theſe diſtinct parts of the 
Britiſh empire do alſo greatly interfere in 
their produce and fabrics with each other; 


which can be no ſuch advantage to either, 


nor to the whole kingdom, as if the commer- 
cial circumſtances of the ſeveral parts of the 
kingdom did in no reſpect claſh and interfere 

| | with 
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with each other: it would certainly prove more 
for the general intereſt of the State, that the 
conſtituent territories of the Britiſh nation, 

ſhould interfere in their trade only with foreign 
rivals, and not with that of England, or with 
that of each other. 

Ir is true, the ſoil of Scotland, in the ge- 
neral, has hitherto fallen ſhort of that of 
England in fruitfulnefs, it being more fit for 
paſture then corn. They have, however, in 
ſome of the inland counties, no inconſiderable 
ſtore of grain, where with chey trade to Spain, 
Holland, or Norway: and this they ſelling 
cheaper than the Engliſh can afford, inter- 
feres with her grain- trade in general. 

SCOTLAND alſo produces a great num- 
ber of black cattle, as well as ſheep more 
than can be conſumed within themſelves; 
and therefore they ſend confiderable herds 
into England; to the amount of about 80, ooo 
head of black cattle, and 150, ooo ſheep an- 
nually. The Scots likewiſe ſend their wool 
into England, a great part of which is uſed 
in making of the coarſe cloths of Yorkſhire 
and Lancafhire, "They do, indeed, receive a 
large tity thereof again, when manu- 
factured into —_ as well for their own 
conſumption as for exportation, cially to 
the Britiſh plantations in — 4 and "his 


they can do at a cheaper rate than England 
can afford. 
parts of Scotland, 


Ox the North-Eaſt 
the wool is finer, and of a longer ſtaple _ 
| t 
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that in the Southern; and the manufac- 
tures of worſted ſtockings made there are 
very fine, and employ great number of hands. 
Their other chief woollen manufactures are 
of ſerges, ſtuffs and ſhalloons. They have 
a manufacture of muſlin, which employs 
abundance of poor in the ſpinning, bleaching 
and dreſſing it; and great quantities thereof 
are brought to England cheaper than the 
Engliſh can make it. The manufacture of 
iding alſo is no inconſiderable article, and 
is becomes pretty general in England, from its 
cheap and durable ware. The mines of lead 
in this kingdom are very valuable to the in- 
ha bitants, as likewiſe is the abundance of fine 
coal produced here; both which articles do 
not a little interfere with the like in England, 
becauſe they, upon the whole, come much 
cheaper to both foreign and domeſtic pur- 
chaſers than thoſe of England. They have 
ſalt pans for the making of ſalt, which they 
do in large quantities; and this does no ſer- 

vice to the ſame trade in England. | 
Tux great ſupport of the Scots are their 
Jionen. manufactures, and their fiſheries ; the 
former of which, ſince the union, has been 
greatly encouraged; and great quantities 
are conſumed in England. as well as in the 
Britiſh plantations, in America: this has 
damped that branch of manufacture in Eng- 
land, as well as interfered with that of Ire- 
and ; they both manufacturing much cheaper 


chan can be done in England. 
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Turin fiſhery in Scotland in herringy 
ſalmon, cod, and white fiſn have greatly en- 
creaſed of late, and are likely to do ſo much 
more conſiderably. And the ſalt of Scot- 
land may again be properly enough mention- 
ed as a produce no leſs than a manufacture, 
as it is in England: we ſpeak of it again, as 
it is eſteemed ſtronger and better than that 
of Newcaſtle, fo it cures their fiſh better, and 
is more defired abroad; and great quantities 
thereof are exported every year to Gerinany, 
Norway, and to the Baltic, "HIFI 
| In fine, Scotland is encreaſed many ways 
in their trade, within a few years paſt, as 
well in their domeſtic manufactures, as in 
their foreign exports. And although ſome 
ction of the gains of this kingdom centers 
in England, from the occaſional reſort thither 
of people of deſtinction; yet the greater 
cheapneſs of the Scot's produce and fabrics, 
which have, do, and may further interfere with 
the like in England, or in Ireland, ſhows, 
that if England would. preſerve any ſhare 
of theſe trades, they muſt be able to ſell 
as cheap as the Iriſh and Scots can afford, 
or England will loſe that proportion thereof, 

which they enjoy ; Peng what her foreign 

rivals cannot ſupplant them in, Scotland and 
Ireland will. 1 
Tx balance of pure trade between Scote 
land and England is much to the advantage 
of the former; the value of the goods they 
receive from the latter bearing no proportion - 
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wo that they fend from the former; the one 
confiſting chiefly in woollen manufactures, 
of the fine forts only, and ſome ſilk; in the 
room of which England takes off their 
woot, their cattle, their linnen, their muſlin, 
their corn, and great quantities of almoſt 
every ſpecies of their produce, except their 
fiffr. and their falt. By this encreaſe of com- 
merer, the Scots are much encreaſed in ſhip- 
ping and they not only purchafe but build 

ips of their own continually, eſpecially 
for the Weſt India trade, and the Southern 
commerce; an article, which is neceſſarily 
followed by an encreafe of ſeamen, and all 
bufinefs thereon depending. By this means, 
Scotland mat” encteaſe daily in wealth, and 
in a great meaſure, as we have ſeen, at the 
expence of England, unlefs that general 
plenty and cheapnefs is introduced into Eng- 
land, by means of the meaſures urged in the 
firſt 7 ; and then England will be 
upon am equality in this eſſential point with 
Seocland; and the wealth of hs Scots wall 
encreaſe only by the ſhare of foreign com- 
merce it ſhalf maintain in conjunction with 
Enpland : and will it not be better for Scot- 
"as = 22 England, A former to 
grow rich and powerful at the expence of 
other nations, not at the expence of their 
brethren ſubjects? For that ought to be con- 
- fidered as no benefit to the united kingdom 
un general; the one's gain being the 1 * 
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ok, and of no advantage to the whole 


Tux next point that falls under view, 
conſiſtent with the track of animadverſion 
into which we have fallen, is a conſidera- 
tion, with regard to the trade and com- 
merce of Ireland, as that kingdom alſo ſtands 
connected with England, under the | ſame 
ſovereign power and authority. And the 
whole — of this country, as well as that of 
Scotland, is certainly greatly changed for the 
better within ſome few years. It may be 
ſaid of this country in — that it has as 
good paſture. as any in England, and abun» 
dance of good corn. Their cattle are very 
good and very plentiful. Their chief com- 
modities for export are cattle, hides, tallow, 
butter, cheeſe, honey, wax, hemp, timber, 
pipe-ſtaves, coarle rugs, ſhag-mantles, freezes, 
ratteens, camblets, with wool and woollen 
cloth, and alſo variety of fiſti, as ſalmon, 
herring, &c. and lead, tin and iron. 
Tux Iriſh have not only wool, fuller's 
earth, and numerous other of the productions 
of the ſame kind with England, and to as 
great perfection, but they, lke Scotland, have 


> the ee of England in their 


r 


manufacturing, by reaſon of their 
2 wv material, and the la- 
bour of the people; which is owing, to the 
greater chea of the common neceſſaries 
af life, and the greater cheapneſs of their 


IRELAND 
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-» TxELAND not being united with England 
as Scotland 1s,' but governed by a parlia- 
ment of their own, the Engliſh have judged 
it good policy to reſtrain, by act of parlia- 
ment, the inhabitants of Ireland from ex- 
porting any woollen manufactures to any 

of the world, except to England; 
by their ſuperior cheapneſs they ſhould 
fupplant the Engliſh at foreign markets, as 


much as the French, and other ſtates have 


already done: ſo that although England can- 
not ſupply other nations ſo cheap as Ireland 
can, with woollen manufactures; and al- 
though- Ireland ſhould, by their greater ge- 
neral cheapneſs, be capable of ſupplying all 
E of the world as cheap or cheaper, per- 
ps, than France; yet the Engliſh ſeem to 
think it better policy to ſuffer France to ſu 
plant them in the woollen trade, and that by 
the means of manufacturing Iriſh wool, than 
to ſuffer the Iriſh to rival the Engliſh in the 
woollen manufacture, although they are ſub- 
jects of the ſame prince. 8 
To make the Iriſh ſome return and com- 
penſation for the reſtriction under which they 
labour, in regard to their woollen fabric- ex- 
portation, the Engliſh have admitted them, 
not only to bring their wool to England, 
but alſo to manufacture the fame in part; 
that is, to ſpin it; and quantities of their 
yarn are imported into Great Britain annu- 
ally, and there wrought up and manufactured. 
| 7 Trovon 


- - = 


= 


[ 63 ] 
| Trovcn this policy may take off ſome 
quantity of the Iriſh wool; yet the Britiſh 
. conſumption of the Iriſh wool not taking off 
the whole ſuperfluous quantity remaining in 
that kingdom, the Iriſh are ſtill under the 
temptation from neceflity, of clandeſtingly 
exporting their unwrought wool to France 
in quantities: whence it ſhould ſeem to ariſe 
as a matter of doubt; whether this practice, 
has not proved more prejudicial to England, 
than if the Iriſh wool had been permitted to 
have been manufactured in Ireland ? It may 
be ſaid, indeed, that if the Iriſh were per- 
mitted to manufacture the whole of their 
preſent quantity of wool, they would eſtab- 
iſh themſelves, in oppoſition to the intereſt 
of England in particular, as well as that of 
France, by dint of their greater cheapneſs in 
the ſale of woollen goods at all foreign mar- 
kets: and when they had once got a footing 
therein, they could eaſily ſupply wool enough, - 
and manufacture the ſame cheap enough to 
ruin the whole woollen trade of England; 
and be capable of furniſhing England herſelf 
_— their manufactures cheaper than ſhe can 

0. 38 "vi 

Tuls brings us home to the important 
point conſidered in the foregoing Diſſertation; 
which 1s plainly this: (1) Whether, if Eng- 
land will retain and retrieve her woollen ma- 
nufactures, by preventing Iriſh and Engliſh 
wool from going to France, and by preventing 
ber being ſupplanted in the woollen trade in 
| Europe 


641 
Europe and elſewhere ; the moſt natural, and 
the moſt effectual way, is not to reſolve to 
render all her productions and her labour as 
cheap as the French or the Iriſh have them ? 


And (2) whether any meaſures can more na- 
turally and effectually anſwer this great natio- 


nal end, than thoſe of augmenting the culti- 


vation of freſh quantities of land ; together 
with the taking off gradually all. taxes upon 
the neceſſaries of life, as have been ſubmit- 
ted to conſideration ? For if, by theſe mea- 
fures, England ſhall become capable of ſel- 
ling her woollen fabrics, as cheap as France, 


' ſhe will not only be able to work up her own 


wpol, but the whole of the Iriſh. In fuch 
caſe, France could not purchaſe it, nor Ire- 
land be under any temptation to let any other 
nation have it but England. 

Tunis would not only prove the means 


g England's regaining the whole woollen trade 


that ſhe has loſt by French policy, but ſhe 
might, by continuance of the ſame meaſures, 
retain and preſerve the ſame, when ſhe had 
once full poſſeſſion thereof; for as this would 


encreaſe the general balance of trade in her 


favour, it would ſupply a ſufficiency of caſh 
to extend her trade as ſhe pleaſed, by dint of 


the cheapneſs of the neceſſaries of life, and 
the cheapneſs of labour: and whenever it 
was found that either grew ſo dear as to give 
foreign rivals the opportunity to ſupplant her; 


ſhe would know, from experience, how ſhe 
might prevent the evil. For when the * 
r 0 
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of the nation encreaſed too much, and the 
ice of commodities encreaſed as the money 
did, ſhe muſt have recourſe to the cultivation 
of more land, as the people and the trade en- 
creaſed: and would not England, and Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland afford as much land as 
the Britiſh empire ſhould ever ſtand in need off 
in Europe? But if we ſhould want more, would 
not our dominion in trade and in navigation 
afford us territorial dominions ſufficient in 
other parts of the world, whither we could 
tranſplant our _ if we ſhould ever 
ſtand in need of occupying more lands than 
we already have for their ſuſtenance as they 
ſhall multiply, according to the courſe of 
nature and a continued proſperity ?. 

By thus rendring all things, and all la- 
bour cheap and plentiful in England, ſhe 
would be, in thoſe reſpects, upon a par and 
equality with Scotland and Ireland; and 
thoſe parts of the Britiſh empire will be 
rouſed and animated to trade with other na- 
tions, and grow wealthy and powerful by 
commerce with them, inſtead of preying at 
all upon England, or interfering with her in 
their productions. or in their arts and ma- 
nufactures. | 
Tur three kingdoms being reduced to a 
level, in relation to the general price of the 
neceſſaries of life, and of all labour and in- 
genious arts; it may, perhaps, be then the 
happy point of time for the wiſe ſtateſmen 
of both countries to think of the union of 
Ireland with Great Britain, and take off all 
Vol. I. F reſtric- 
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reſtrictions upon the trade of the former ; 
but if England does this before ſhe is capable 
of ſelling her commodities as cheap as the 
Iriſh. can do theirs, it will be in the power 
of Ireland, in conjunction with Scotland, to 
ruin the commerce and navigation of Eng- 
land, more than it is in that of France. 

Non can any other meaſures, perchance, fo 
naturally pave the way to ſuch a defireable 
union, without England's becoming an infe- 
rior and dependent province to Ireland, and 
to Scotland likewiſe; for as England, by this 
means; will be able to fell her commodities 
as cheap as either Ireland or Scotland, ſhe 
will thereby maintain her ſuperiority of com- 
merce and navigation over the other two in 
her ſtaple manufactures, ſhe having already 
obtained ſo much the ſtart of them therein: 
but while the price of thoſe merchandiſes 
continues ſo conſiderably lower in Scotland 
and Ireland than they are in England, the 
trade of the latter muſt inevitably decline, 
and that of the former inevitably advance: 
and if they do not advance ſo rapidly in the 
woollen manufactory, and others whereon 
England has laid reſtrictions, in regard to 
that of Ireland; they will advance in all 
other branches that ſhall be left open to 
them, while England will dwindle therein; 
and in conſequence of their daily declenſion 
in their greateſt ſtaple, their other branches 
cannot fail to dwindle away likewiſe; for 
ſuch are the connections, and dependency of 
| one 
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one branch of commerce upon another; and 
ſo greatly does one capital ſtaple tend to 
promote the ſale of other inferior ones, that 
if a nation loſes a principal branch, it cannot 
be long before ſhe ſhares the ſame fate, in re- 
gard to many others; for the ſame cauſe will 
be productive of the ſame effect, as well in 
one as in another branch of trade. 

Ir Ireland or Scotland ſhall not be ſuf- 
fered to embrace the trade that England can- 
not be able to keep and preſerve, foreign na- 
tions will run away with it. That England 
muſt loſe her woollen and other chief bran- 
ches of her trade, if ſhe continues in her old 
tract of policy is certain; for the encreaſe of 
public debts and public taxes can never tend 
to render her commodities cheaper: as ſuch 
meaſures, on the contrary, muſt render them 
dearer and dearer, England muſt remain in 
the infallible road to ruin, unleſs ſhe falls 
upon effectual means to prevent the fame, by 
lowering the price of her commodities to the 
ſtandard of that of France, and other rival 
nations: and if any meaſures can more na- 
turally tend to that end, than thoſe that have 
been ſuggeſted, I will moſt chearfully give 
up my own ſentiments, adopt the better, and 
endeavour to ſupport.and defend them-; for 
the great end I would aim at is to reduce the 
prices of Engliſh commodities as low as thoſe 
of any rival nation. | - 

So peculiarly circumſtanced are the com- 
mercial affairs of * at preſent, that it 
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is not only Scotland and Ireland that are gain- 
ing daily a part of her trade, by reaſon of 
their greater cheapneſs of commodities, where- 
in the trade of England principally conſiſts ; 
but her own plantations in America likewiſe 
have been making inroads upon her trade ; 
and eſpecially in the article of groin from the 
Northern colonies; which have interfered with 
various branches of our corn trade to the 
ſtreights, as well as to Spain and Portugal. Do 
not all theſe trades of Great Britain in general, 
therefore, conſpire to the deſtruction of that of 
England in particular? And if the Northernco- 
lonies are permitted to go on advancing in thoſe 
branches, which ſhall interfere with many of 
thoſe of Great Britain, Scotland and Ireland too; 
theſe colonies will, in length of time, become de- 
trimental inſtead of beneficial to their mother- 
country. And fo illy regulated have been 
the productions of thoſe colonies, that many 
of 14 — do not leſs interfere in their commo- 
dities with each other, than they do with 
thoſe of their parent ſtate; which, I humbly 
conceive, has proved an egregious miſtake in 
our . politics, and an effectual remed 
ought to be ſeriouſly thought of. 5 
Bor how comes it to paſs that our plan- 
tation trade has interfered with the grain trade 
of England in particulat ? Is it not by reaſon 
that they can afford to ſell cheaper than ſhe 
can do? Is not this the fundamental ſource 
of all our evils, proceeding as well from thoſe 
limbs of our own nation, as from the ability 
. | - 4 of 
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of foreign competitors to underſell and un- 
dernavigate us in every branch of traffic? 

Dos not here open to England a very 
melancholy and deſtructive ſcene to her trad- 
ing intereſt? Do we not ſee, that England and 
Scotland, and England and Ireland, and Ire- 
land and Scotland are in ſome meaſure com- 

ting with each other in their general com- 
merce ? And have we not experienced. that 
our Northern plantations are likely in many 
eſſentials to rival them all, and even one an- 
other to the great detriment of each, and 
the no leſs injury of the whole ? 

CERTAIN it is far better for the nation 
in general, that Scotland and Ireland, and her 
Britiſh plantations ſhould poſſeſs ſuch ſhare of 
trade that England loſes, than that foreign 
nat:ons ſhould engroſs it; becauſe a great pro- 
portion of their gains centers in England, ſhe 
holding the ſeat of legiſlation, which draws 
ſpending money from all parts of her depen- 
dent territories. This may enable England, 
for ſome time, to hold up her head, and ap- 
pear of a gay and florid complection; while, 
ſhe is going into a galloping conſumption ; 
tor if her ſolid trade and navigation decline, 
the ſeat of her treaſure will be transferred 
elſewhere; ſhe may have the external, and 
tranſitory appearance of riches and ſplendor, 


while her inferior and dependant ſtates ſhall 

enjoy the ſubſtantial and permanent. 
|  InsTEaAD of ſuffering the commerce of 
England to be transferred to any of her de- 
F. pen- 


- 


1.70 


ndent dominions at her expence, would 
it not prove the more eligible policy for Great 
Britain and Ireland to ſtrive to grow wealthy 
and powerful at the expence of foreign rivals; 
at the expence of thoſe, who are ſtruggling 
not only to deprive them all of theit trade 
and alen, but what is ſtill more inva- 
huable; of their conſtitutional liberties ? This 
is the great point that I would labour. 1 
would 'not be miſunderſtood, by any means, 
to contend for the encreaſe of the trade of 
England at the expence of thoſe of Scotland 
or of Ireland, or of the Britiſh plantations : 
no, but we would defire that Great Britain 
and Ireland would fo wiſely regulate their re- 
ſpective trades as to interfere as little as poſ- 
ſible with each other, and as much as may 
be with thoſe foreign nations that are ardu- 
ouſly ſtriving to ruin the commerce and na- 
vigation of them all: | 

Ir this ſhall be thought ſoutd policy, 
the next point that will — * fall under 
conſideration will be, what 5 may be 
neceſſary for Great Britain and Ireland to take 
to prevent their interfering ſo greatly as they 
do with each other in their produce and fa- 
brics: and how, and by what means they may 
all act in concert to interfere as much as may 
be with the commerce of thoſe who are la- 
bouring to ruin them all? The anſwer to 
theſe queſtions, we apprehend, is plain and 
obvious : let England, Scotland and Ireland, 
endeavour gradually as — as poſſible, by 
8 wiſe 
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wiſe laws and regulations, that the produce 
of their lands and their manufactures interfere 
as little as poſſible with each other, unleſs for 
their own domeſtic ſuſtenanceand ſupport: and 
let their agriculture, and their arts be levelled as 
much as poſſible againſt thoſe of rival trading 
nations, according to the demand, and to af- 
ford thoſe materials that we are obliged to 
take from other nations: and let alſo the Britiſh 
plantations follow the ſame maxims: let them 
gradually ſtrive to interfere as little as poſſible 
in their productions and manufactures. with 
thoſe of their mother country, or with thoſe 
of each other ; afid let their agriculture and 
their arts be levelled as much as poſſible againſt 
thoſe of rival trading nations, and not againſt 
theſe of their brethren colonies in particular— 
Theſeare the general principles, which I would . 
labour to eſtabliſh : but policy. of this kind 
has its limits and reſtrictions from a well 
known and allowed maxim in trading ſtates 
vi⁊. that no trading nation can maintain 
an intercourſe of commerce with others, 
if they expect to ſell all, and to purchaſe no 
commodities in return: our general principles, 
wiſely reſtrained and regulated by this latter 
general maxim, we are willing to believe, 
will be found to be good policy in a trading 
ſtate, ſo circumſtanced in its territories as 
England is, and as its preſent connections with 


other nations are. 
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WrAaT the lands of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the Britiſh plantations in Ame- 
rica, may produce, is not eaſy to ſay : but I 
am inclined to believe, that there are few pro- 
ductions in nature, but may be diſcovered 
or produced, in the territories belonging to 
the crown of England; or, in ſuch as ſne might 

ſſeſs herſelf of at ſmall expence: and what 
productions there might be raiſed in her Eu- 
ropean dominions alone, by the arts of cul- 
tivation, no one Can 1 affirm; 
being of opinion that the arts of huſbandry 
and agriculture are very far from being 
brought to their ultimate perfection. 

Do we not well know, that the bulk of 
the productions of England have ſprung from 
exotic tranſplantations ? We are very ſuper- 
ficial yet in the manuring of lands ; and far 
more ignorant in the principles of nature, 
which are the efficient cauſes of vegetation. 
And, if we are ſo greatly unacquainted with 
nature's principles, it is no wonder. that we 
ſhould be unknowing in their application, the 
hetter to aid her prolific operations. I have 
known farmers to ſend all the year round 
above ten weſt country miles for manure, 
when they have had under their very noſe 
that which was far preferable, but were quite 
blind and ignorant of the valuable treaſure 

that daily preſented itſelf to their view. 
 HoweEvER, it may be uſeful to many 
ntlemen, who may take pleaſure as well 
as find benefit and advantage in giving admo- 
| nitions 
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nitions to ſome of their tenants, to throw 
before them an abſtract of the general and 
eſſential principles of the known huſban- 
dry, as it is practiſed in ſeveral counties of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, according 
to their various ſoils and circumſtances. This 
I am the rather induced to, as it may tend to 
the improvement of waſte lands, in order to 
afford that general plenty and proſperity we 
have endeavoured to introduce. 


DIS. 


DISSERTATION II. 

4 mmory of various general principles of = 

. agriculture, , Founded on experience, for the 

improvement of lands, in order to anſwer 

that general plenty and proſperity in Eng- 
land aimed at by the preceding papers. 


I. E T lands; of which three ſorts 

| are cultivated. Such as lye on a 
flope are drained by cutting trenches. If the 
water proceeds from a ſpring they turn it's 
courſe, by making a bank of the earth that 
is dug out of the trenches. 

Lanps bordering upon rivers, never pro- 
duce ſo much as after the winter floods, be- 
cauſe they generally leave a fat ſlime behind 
them. Thoſe lands are, therefore, always ready 
to produce, as it were, without the help of art. 
But that advantage is ſometimes overbalanced 
by the miſchief occaſioned by the ſummer 
floods. To guard againſt them, as much as 

ſſible, ſuch lands are ſurrounded with 
hed dges and deep ditches. 

Trex beſt of all lands are the marſhes 
near the ſea. Theſe are very proper to fatten 


cattle in a ſhort time, Experience ſhews 
that 
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that ſheep never got the rot there. When a 
flock begins to be infected with that diſtem- 
per, it is immediately drisen down to the 
marſhes, and if it be not too late, recovers. 
80 at leaſt it has been judged, by the opening 
of ſeveral of thoſe creatures who had been 
viſibly ill of that diſtemper, and in whom 
that part of the liver that had begun to rot, 
was found dry: an indiſputable proof of the 
neceſſity of mixing a great deal of ſalt with 
the food of cattle; Thoſe marſhy lands require 
a great expence in banks and deep ditches'to 
prevent the water's lodging upon them; and 
eſpecially the fea water. They are likewiſe 
apt to want freſh water, which in this caſe 
muſt be carried thither. Care is likewiſe 
taken to plant them with trees and highly 
hedges, to ſhelter the flocks from the fumn- | 
mer's heat and winter's cold: 

II. Chalky, or marley land, of which: cheiv 
are five ſorts, is egen of a fat and cold. tia- 
tue. 

Tux firſt fort, which is brown with bluiſh 
veins and mixed with little heaps of lime 
ſtones, is called Cowoshult-marle. 

Tus ſecond is called Slate-marle; it is of 
a bluiſh caft and diffolved in water. 

Tun third kind is called Delving-marley's 
word uſed in mining, and is cloſe, ſtrong,” and 
very l. 1:6) 

Tur fourth is the Olojomart : it is much 
of the nature of pipe'maker's clay, but fatter, 
and is ſometimes mixed with chalk ſtones. 


* 
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Tus fifth and laſt, is known by the name 
of Steel. marle. It divides ſpontaneouſly into 
ſquare pieces, and is commonly found in dig- 
ging of wells. The good, or bad quality of 
that marle is not ſo eaſily known by its colour 
as its-pureneſs ; that is to ſay the leaſt mixed, 
is the beſt. It ought to break. into little 
{ſquare pieces, and be quite ſmooth and ſoft 
without any mixture of ſand or gravel. It 
it ſcales off like a ſlate, and after being wet, 
dries again in the ſun and crumbles into duſt, 
it is a ſure ſign of its being good. No judg- 
ment can be formed of its goodneſs by its 
feeling flippery, oily, or glutinous; for the 
mines afford enough which is pure, dry, 
eaſily broke in pieces, and is clammy when 


SIO wet. 


Wuar is called chalkey or marley land, 
is very common with us, where they di- 
ſtinguiſh between that which is hard, dry, 

iff, and therefore fitteſt to burn ; and that 
which is ſoft and fat, eaſily diſſolved by water, 
or a thaw after froſt, This laſt is fit for til- 
lage, and for manuring almoſt all other lands, 
but more eſpecially thoſe which are of a 
cold nature. To that end a load of it 
is mixed with two or three loads of dung, 


mud, or mould, and that mixture is after- 
wards ſpread over the fields or meadows, 
Tuosx lands are naturally full of poppies, 
and all other forts of weeds that grow in hot 
and dry ſoils. They are fit for ſain-foin, 
or clover, and, when a little fattened, do rery 
wel 
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well for lucerne. They are generally ſowed 
with wheat, barley, and oats, 

Tur proper manure for ſuch lands is 
ſheep's dung, common dung, old rags, pairings 

of cloth cut into little bits and thrown over 
the land juſt after ſowing. 
Ix it happens to rain immediately after 
ſowing, before the corn has ſprouted, that 
kind of land is apt to bind fo — that the 
ſhoot cannot pierce through it. The farmers, 
in Hertfordſhire, remedy that inconvenience 
by dunging that kind of land with dung half 
rotten, with which ſome mix a certain quan- 
tity of ſand. They are generally ſowed with 
wheat, meſlin corn or barley. Only after 
the wheat is off the ground, a crop of peaſe 

or tares ſucceeds. 

A THIRD quality is clay-lands, of which 
we diſtinguiſh five ſorts. The firſt, called 
pure clay, feels as ſoft and ſmooth as butter, 
without mixture of ſand or gravel ; and the 
purer it is the more perfect it is reckoned : 
divides of itſelf into ſeveral qualities, ſors 
fit for fuller's earth, and others for manure. 


The Northampton fuller's earth is yellowiſh, 


that of Hallifax brown, and in the lead 
mines in Derbyſhire it is whitiſh. That fort 
is thought the beſt. - 

Puke clay is — found in 1 pits, 
and is of a pale yellow. 

ANOTHER kind called hape fals; is found 
in coal pits. 


AND 
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AnD laſtly, there is a bluiſh brown kind 
of clay, by: ſome called indifferently clay and 
marle. It is of great ſervice in manuring 
poor light and ſandy ſoils. That cuſtom was 
firſt introduced, or rather revived in Vork- 
ſhire. It is commonly found on the ſides 
of hills, under a layer of ſand about four or 
five feet deep. The clay being found, | a 
well is dug about eight or ten feet deep, and 
fifteen or twenty feet ſquare. Good clay is 
bluiſh without mixture of ſand, cloſe, 
fat, and very weighty ; that kind is fitteſt to 
make bricks. It 1s about midfummer, 
when the weather is dry. A field well ma- 
nured produces plenty of barley the firſt 
year, of a bad colour but large grain, which 
the following years is full and round like 
wheat. Experience ſhews that this manure 
laſts many years. When the land begins to 
grow poor and hungry, the fame manure 
muſt be repeated. Sandy lands, for which 
clay is proper, will never produce any _ 
but rye, whatever other manure be 
them, even though it be chalk: but — 
once properly clayed, _ are fit for oats, 
| barley, peaſe, &c. 

Tur Second kind is a rough clay that 
crumbles into duſt when dry. It is properly 
chalk. This kind comprehends other qualities 
of clay uſed by potters, which are of a 
deeper or paler yellow, blue, or red, and 
more or leſs fat, 


Tur 
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Tur third is a ſtone when dry; it is white, 
blue, and red. 

Tux fourth contains: a -mixture of nd or 
round gravel, 

Tux gin kind is Teas by a mitats of 
fat, or very fine ſand, and ſhining talc. - A 
white clay of that kind is — in Derby- 
ſhire. The Nottingham ware is made of 
it. There is likewiſe another ſort, which 
is grey or bluiſh, and is uſed at Hallitax to 
make tobacco pipes. The exportation of 
this laſt, as well as * the firſt kind is forbid 
under pain of death. 

. ARABLE clay lands: are black, blue, yellow, 
or white. The black and yellow are thought 
beſt for corn; ſome of them are fatter, and 
ſame more glutinous than others; but they 
are all in general apt to hold water, by which 
quantities of bad weeds are produced, poiſon- 
ous to cattle, and eſpecially ſheep. Thoſe * 
lands ſhrink in dry weather, are hardned by 


the ſun and wind, and at laſt ſplit and crack, 


whereby they are impregnated with the ni- 
trous particles of the air. Moſt of them are 
fit for wheat, barley, Peas, and beans; and 
eſpecially, if they contain a mixture of chalk 
ſtones. The beſt are proper for lucerne, 
and that kind of artificial meadow called 
rye-Graſs. They bear their manure better 


—— other; and that generally is horſe, 


geon's and ſheep's- dung, hot marle, malt- 


= aſhes, lime, chalk, and ſoot, Aſhes 
$ i 11's | are 


_ 

are eſteemed and found by experience to be 
_ of the beſt manures for land, if judiciouſly 
Aſhes of heath, fern, broom, ruſhes, 

n.. ,andin ſhort, of all kindsof vegetables arc 
good ; but no ally l. , nor more laſting 
than . wank 2 pecially for cold lands. Cate 
muſt be taken to preſerve them from rain, 
which, by waſhing would carry off their 


ſalts: when that accident does happen, the 
_— —— — ap- 


is very good in all 
; for two 8 Eads of aſhes ſo prepared, 
will . eater effect on an acre of land 


than ſix loads of common aſhes unprepared. 
A FouRTH quality is gravelly and ſandy 
lands, But little can be made of them, be- 
cauſe moſt of _—_— barren and liable to 
be parched up by heat, or to ſuck in too 
much wet 94 rains. They then pro- 
duce nothing but moſs, or are covered 
with a kind of cruſt. Thoſe that have a 
little mould at top, or a gravelly bottom, 
ſometimes produce very good graſs and are 
uſed for grazing; becauſe, if on one hand 
they are ſoon parched, on the other the 
leaſt ſhower of rain revives them. Lands 
that are a pure ſand, are white, black, bluiſh, 
red, yellow, and ſome harder than others. 
— — a grey colour, and they 
y covered with heath, and are 
uſed for *. cattle. Gravelly lands are 
of much the ſame nature: the moſt ſtony, 
mixed with a rough ſand, are the moſt bar- 
ren. 
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ren. The beſt of thoſe lands are fowed with 
rye, black corn, and turnips to feed cattle. 
The beſt manure for them is a kind of clay, 
which diſſolves when wet, mud, cow-dung, 
and old thatch half rotted on the dunghill. 
Tur way of manuring moſſy. grounds in 
Hertfordſhire, is to burn, and then plow 
them. They yield one or two good crops 
of oe, and afterwards make excellent paſturg . 
lands. | 19 «a 
BETokRE we leave theſe arid ſoils, it may 
not be improper to obſerve, that ſand is by 
no means uſeleſs in the cultivation of cold 
lands, nor ſtrong clay to prevent their bind- 
ing. River ſand, or that which rain waſhes 
down from hills, is generally thought the 
beſt. Some ſtall their ſheep in winter, but 
that cuſtom is far from being common: ſome 
loads of ſand are put into thoſe ſtalls twice 
a week, and vrhen mixed with the urine and 
dung of the cattle, is an excellent manure. 
SA SAND is likewiſe made great uſe of 
near the coaſts. It is generally red, blue, grey, 
or white : the two firſt ſorts are beſt. When 
ſpread upon the land it is ploughed in, and 
ſerves for four ſucceeding crops; after which 
the ground lies fallow, and ſerves for paſture, 
fix or ſeven years; at the end of which it is 
manured and ploughed again. It is obſerved, 
that the graſs s in thoſe fields fattens 
cattle very ſoon, and gives them a great 
quantity of excellent milk. The corn that 
Vor, I. G. gran 
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| _ barley, oats, wheat, buck-wheat, turnips 


ſmall ſtones of the — — 
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grows upon them is ſhort talked,” but the 
cars are very long and big. 
A FIRTH quality is brick-lands: 
differ from clay lands in this, that the water 
filtrates eaſily through them, and they are 
not ſtoney. Ther natural productions are 
broom heath and all ſorts of weeds. The 
beſt, when well dunged, are ſowed with 


and peaſe. Some are ſowed with clover or 
lucerne, but in that does not laſt: 
they are turned into artificial meadows, to 
which end rye graſs is beſt ; the fitteſt ma- 
She tack lends i» mae} and cyal. aſhes. 
Bur a. mixture of thoſe. Brick earths 
with others, is thought a very good manure, 
as being the medium between two extremes, 
ſuch lands 2 are too friable, and cool- 


binding 
ing fuch as are too hot. 

STONEY lands are a ſixth quality: they 
are generally a mixture of | ſeveral ſorts of 


earth; their fruitfulneſs and culture depend 


en the mature df -tha mixture. If thoſo 
ſtones are of a cold quality, the farmer en- 


deavoyrs to clear his land of them; except in 


dry and light grounds, where they are left. 
Wurm the land is poor and mixed with 


earth, as in Oxfordſhire, it is cultivated ac- 
ing as it bears more or leſs weeds. If 
there be a great many weeds, the land is 
burnt towards July or Auguſt, Such is the 
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method practiſed in all barren, ſour, heathy 
and ruſny lands, whether hot or cold, wet or 
2 and they produce in two or three crops, 
expences GeduGind,; more than they would 

have ſold for. | 
Wurm the land we are ſpeaking of is 
not very much covered with weeds, it is 
ploughed early in the year, that it may aſter- 
wards be covered young weeds io ſhel- 
ter it from the ſummer's heat; others penn 
their ſheep upon it during winter, and ſow a 
little graſs; or only ſtrew dung over it and 
leave the ſtubble ftanding. In the months of 
ſeptember, october, or november, which 
ever it has moſt weeds in, the land is pre- 
That method has been found to ſuc- 
ceed better in ſuch. lands than regular tillage 


does. 

Tur Money lands in England being ge- 
nerally of a 222 are beſt managed 
nearly in the fame manner. 

Tux artificial meadows. beſore mentioned 
are one of the great ſources of the riches of 
our agriculture. The feeding af cattle on 
them is no detriment — either be- 
cauſe grazing is in itſelf a ſufficient profit, or 
becauſe it is a real addition to the fuitfataoſs : 
of the lands. So that part of the corm lands 
of a farm, is alternately ploughed and ſawed 
with great or {mall lucerne, clover, ſain-foin, 
turnips, or rye graſs; which laſt, we may ob- 
ferve, isf6 little knen in France, that they have 
not oven a word to expreſs it by. Nor do the 
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French at all equal the Engliſh in their other 


meadows: for which reaſon they are greatly in- 
ferior to them in flocks and herds of cattle of 
all kinds. For that very reaſon, ſuppoſing all 


other things equal, their harveſts muſt be leſs 


plentiful, their agriculture leſs profitable, 
and their people not fo well fed. Rye- 
graſs is one of the beſt and richeſt kinds 
of artificial meadow, becauſe it grows in 


all ſorts of cold, ſharp, clayey and moiſt 


lands, as well as in the drieſt, pooreſt, ſto- 
nieſt, lighteſt and moſt ſandy ſoils, where 
even ſain-foin would not thrive. It bears heat 
extremely well, and is the firſt provender 
that is mowed, for it may be cut in ſpring. 
It grows mild with keeping; horſes can have 
no better food, and it is of wondrous efficacy 
for ſheep when diſordered. Three buſhels 
generally ſow a ſtatute acre of 160 ſquare 
ches, at 16 feet and a half to the perch. 
e beſt way is to mix with it a little lucerne 
or non-pareil ſeed, commonly called Conſtan- 
tinople or Briſtol flower. The reaſon of that 
mixture is, . becauſe the blade of rye graſs is 
naturally, very weak and thin, and if not 
helped with ſomething elſe, will not cut 


through the firſt year. Four acres ſowed in 


that manner, have produced 40 quarters of 

ſeed, and fourteen loads of hay, beſides the 

fatening of ſeven or eight cows in ſpring, and 

as many in autumn. 

- EXPERIENCE is the beſt of teachers in 

all things, eſpecially. ſo in agriculture, It 
: | Werse 
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were greatly to be wiſhed that thoſe, who 
have the happineſs of living on their own 
eſtates, would take that method of recreat- 
ing themſelves, and of encreaſing their in- 
comes. Great experiments are. always im- 
prudent ; but to make ſmall trials, would be 
attended with a very trifling expence. The 
only way to have a complete body of agri- 
culture would certainly be, to collect together 
the ſeveral obſervations made in every coun- 
ty, on every kind of ſoil. But little inftruc- 
tion can be expected from thoſe only who 
have the guidance of the plough. S 
THesE are the general principles of agri- 
culture as practiſed in many parts of this 
kingdom; and if judiciouſly applied, may 
improve variety of ſoils both for paſture and 
arable occaſions. Some who have been en- 
riched by a clay, have been undone by fol- 
lowing the ſame rules upon a ſand, Thus it 
appears, thatan art is only the true knowledge 
of nature, and that thoſe who do not know 
the natural foundation of what they profeſs 
are no artiſts, | | | 
THe extraordinary imptovements that 
have been made in Great Britain and Ireland, 
in the tillage and cultivation, ſhould encou- 
rage our attempts in the raiſing, within our- 
ſelves, and in our plantations, many kinds of 
materials that we are under the neceſſity of 
importing from other nations, in order to 
carry on commerce and navigation, 
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As every diſtinct animal has its climate 
and food natural to it, ſo has every vegetable 
production; and thus in all plantations we 
make, we ought to obſerve what element, 
ſituation and-foil relates to each, if we would 
be ſare of ſucceſs. 

To judge rightly of the method of trea- 
ting exotic productions brought to us from 
ſeveral parts of the world, we muſt conſider, 
firſt the ſoil of the country they grow in, 
which we muft imitate as near as poſſible. 
Secondly, the time of the ſpring in the coun- 
try they are natural to, and as near as. may 
be the degree of heat in that time of ſpring ; 
for as every vegetable has its appointed times 
of reſt and growth, it would be unnatural to 
force its growth, when nature ordained its 
or to abandon it to repoſe, when it 
requires aſſiſtance, by a warmth agreeable to 
its own country ſpring. To know the time of 
ſpring natural thereto, is to obſerve the latitude 
of the country it thrives in, and to conſider the 
degree of heat natural to the climate in the 
time of its ſpring. To judge of which is to 
obſerve in what zone it lies; whether in the 
torrid, the frigid, the temperate, or from the 
polar circles to the poles themſelves. 

Tuosz vegetables, which grow between 
the equinoctial line and the tropic of cancer, 
as to the northward, or towards us, we ſup- 
poke have their ſpring as ſoon as our days 
engthen: as the fun approximates to us more 
and more, all the places between that A 
. : an 
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and the tropic are gradually enlivened with 
ſpring. At the ſame time, while the ſun 


moves this way to its boundary or tropic, 
which is about 23 degrees north latitude, the 
influence thereof has its operations on every 
thing gradually from the tropic to the polar 
circle, and from that to the pole itſelf: ſo 
that if we judge of the latitude, and the time 
and degrees of heat progreſſively moving 
through them, we may alſo judge what our 
Britiſh territories in Europe, America, and 
in Africa, would produce; and there would 
be few particulars eſſential to our commerce 
but what we might raiſe in our own terri- 
tories. 

IT is but fince queen Elizabeth's time 
that they had any ſettled notions of agricul- 
ture in England, Mr, Hartlib, who wrote 
in Cromwall's time, ſays in his legacy, that 
the old men, in his days, remembered the 
firſt gardners, who came over to Surry, and 
ſowed turnips, carrots, parſnips, early peaſe, 
and rape; which then were grrat rarities in 
England, being im 
They introduced, at that time, the planting of 


cabbages and colliflowers, and the digging of 


d for gardening ftuff ; and it is well 
known, that cherries and hops were firſt plan- 
ted in Henry VIII. his reign, and even 
in queen Elizabeth's time artichokes firſt 


made their appearance, and then they had 
cherries ſtill brought from Flanders, apples 


from France, onions, ſaffron, and liquorice, 
G4 ftom 


yorted Holland. + 
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from Spain; and hops from the low coun- 
tries, though they all of them have long ſince 
become natives of England. Theſe improve- 
ments for the benefit of the landed-intereſt, 
were owing to the wiſe adminiſtration of 
queen Elizabeth's reign. And why may we 
not hope, and expect to make as much 
greater improvement in tillage and agricul- 
ture, by our land- cultivation for a century and 
a half to come, as we have therein made for 
that time paſt? Might we not gradually be- 
gin the improvement of new productions on 
our beſt culture, and gradually breake up freſh 
lands for the old, with which we are well 
acquainted ? If ſuch land- cultivation ſhould 
take place, (as I am. inclined to believe we 
ſhall be compelled to) would it not prove of 
ſingular ſervice, if we had ſchools and maſters 
of agriculture ſettled in proper places, with 
allowance, to inſtra& our wealthieſt farmer's 
ſons in the ſeveral arts and branches of that 
important buſineſs ; which ſo many practiſe, 
and ſo few underſtand ? The ſcience of huſ- 
bandry and agriculture being, according to my 
humble. judgment, but in its infancy, why 
ſhould there not be public ſeminaries eſta- 
bliſhed for its advancement as well as of any 
other art or myſtery? Is it not this that gives 
mankind their daily bread ? Is it not this that 
gives ſuſtenance to millions of our people, and 
miriads of the human ſpecies throughout the 
creation ? | 


* 


Is 
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1s not this the grand art which is the 


foundation of all commercial materials, and 
dealings? Are we not, to our eternal ſcandal, 
infinitely deficient in the production of tim- 
ber, and divers precious woods that we fetch 
from foreign climes ? Is it leſs to our ſhame 
and reproach that we ſhall be obliged for 
hemp and flax to other nations, when we can 
ſo eaſily raiſe them within ourſelves ? But 
what an unſpeakable ignominy is it, that out 
people are often, as they are at preſent periſhing 
for want of corn, as well as meat at reafonable 
rates? Is not the former of theſe national 
evils to be effectually remedied by the eſta- 
bliſhment of proper ſtorehouſes and grana- 
ries ? Hath not experience ſufficiently mani- 
feſted what advantage other nations have re- 
ceived; by their keeping bread at a reaſon- 
able ſtated price through the year ? By this 
means, are not the workman's wages, and 
the value of his goods moſt fixt and certain ? 
By our people, never feeding too dear, could 
not England often underſell our foreign ri- 
-vals, inſtead of being always underſold by 
them on this and other accounts? Does not 
the very terror of famine make ſuch public 
ſtore- houſes ſo frequent in Poland, Germany, 
Italy, Swiſſerland, and Geneva? Holland has 
not only effectually guarded againſt this evil 
within themſelves, but has thereby ſecured 
the cheapneſs of her manufactures, and her 
navigation ? „ a oF 
"rt 


de 
By the cultivation of freſh quantities of 
din, ys 3 cafily ſupply herſelf, by 


per granaries eſtabliſhed 
in the ma Bt counties with amply quan- 
tities A as well for her own uſe, as 
tion in time of ſcarcity; and ſhe 
ght keep the fame always at near ſuch a 


pre, the farmer mig ight eee to 


| and the manufacturer be able to eat 
and work at a reafonable price: for want of 
| which, her trade and her tillage will ever ſo 
| greatly fluctuate as to diſcourage both. Gra- 
nanies being erected and filled under proper 
regulations, would free us forever from thoſe 
terrible "Pp rehenfions of dearth and famine, 
we have fo lately experienced. By havin 
ſuch Rtore-houſes, the government wonl 
rafiy judge, from the annual crops and quan- 
| ged in them, when it would be pro- 
per to check 1 from time to 
time; as when hig from abread 
Would the em thoſe granaries too 
3 leſt EE we ſhonld be 
to fe again corn at 4 more 
baue 5 , than . for our 


p — ac have 
oo filled from abroad ae , Ot emp- 
tied whenever their found the ad- 
vantage thereof. granaries might alſo oe 


1911 
erected in ſome of the inland counties, where 
it ſhould be judged convenient. To which 
end, the method practiſed by ſome inland 
countries in Europe might be 1 — if 
at any time a ſcareity at home were a 
hended; which, when that does happen, is 
commonly in the beginning of winter ; and 
then an eſtimate ſhould be made of the 
ntity of corn that every farmer poſſeſſes ; 


who ſhould, by law, be obliged, whenever the 


ment apprehended a ſcarcity; to lodge 

one third part of their grain, when threſhed; 
in thoſe granaries, to ſupply the markets at 
home, in caſe the demand from abroad, were 
ſo great as to encourage ſuch an exportation, 
as would leave us too ſmall a quantity where- 
with to ſupply our domeſtic wants afterwards. 
Tur money got for the grain ſold out of 
thoſe granaries, ſhould be paid to the farmers, 
in proportion to the quantity each of them 
depoſited therein, Thoſe granaries ſhould be 
filled only under theſe regulations, 
"ſcarcity was ' apprehended at home, and 
when the other granaries ſettled” in the ma- 
ritime or ſea- port counties were exhauſted: 
but this kind of granary 


perice. Whence we may reaſonably hope, 


that a beginning, in conſequence of break- 


rope eee Rav: year to 
yea, 


* * 


when a 


would be chiefly in 
uſe in the inland counties, where there is 
little water- carriage, and grain cannot be 
brought from diftant parts; without great ex- 
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year, may be made to thoſe ſtorehouſe eſta» 


bliſhments; and when their convenience, 
and the profits ſhall be experienced, proper 
regulations, from time to time, will render 
| them more and more beneficial; for the 
whole community would ſoon find the dif- 
22 between a regular and conſtant mar- 

t, and the preſent uncertain ſtartings oc- 
caſioned by the riſe and fall of them, by 
reaſon of a glut, or a ſcarcity. 7 

WhiLE other nations labour to plow and 
enrich, even their pooreſt grounds, we can 
hardly be perſuaded to break up our richeſt 
plains, which by nature ſeem peculiarly de- 
hgned for tillage. Is it not miſerable to con- 
ſider how induſtriouſly the Swifſers plow the 
naked fides of their mountains, and the 
Welch ſtruggle to force a crop from their 
barten rocks, while England's fineſt lands 
that would prevent a famine, are neglected ? 
When the Poles were once endeavouring to 
- raiſe the price unreaſonably of their corn on 
the Dutch, the States ordered their ambaſ- 
ſador to propoſe to the Czar ; that if he 
would put his ſubjects upon tillage, they 
would not only buy their grain from them, 
but they would fend them over ſkilful huſ- 
bandmen to inſtruct them completely in the 
arts of agriculture. This propoſal fo alarmed 
the Poles, that to. break off the treaty, they 
lowered the market, and thereby kept the 
Dutch their cuſtomers ever ſince. And is 


not this one of the moſt eſtimable 3 
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of commerce that; the Duch poſſeſs? What 
hinders but England might take ſhare in a 
conſiderable proportion of this trade? By the 
continued cultivation of land, in the degree 
propoſed, according. to their natural, and 
what their political encreaſe might be ren- 
dered, by attracting laborious and ingenious 
foreigners into the ſtate ; why might nd 

England and Ireland too become the princi- 
pal granaries of the world? $5 

Tux erecting public granaries would create 
this new branch of trade, which we never 
yetenjoyed : and how could they fail anſwering 
theſamelucrative ends to us that they have long 
done to the Dutch? It ſhould be conſidered 
too, that this is a ſolid trade, not liable to 
ſeizures at the caprice of foreign princes, to 
captures by privateers in time of war, to 
ſtorms and ſhipwrecks at ſea, or to the frauds 
of officers in remote countries. Here the pro- 
vident, who ſtore up the exceſs of the boun- 
ties of nature againſt the unavoidable cala- 
mities of bad ſeaſons, beſides the, ſeeing our 
- own people fully ſupplied, whilſt our neigh- 
bours are complaining, will be benefited in 
their incomes, not by adding to, but redrefling 
the grievances of the diſtreſſed poor : and as 
corn is ſeldom many years together under 
408.the ſtorehouſes propoſed may pay better in- 
tereſt for money, than any of our preſent funds. 

+ Tris cultivating and magazining in 
time of plenty and cheapneſs, will render 
the bounty needleſs on exportation of corn, 
| | as 


1 41 
as well as make needleſs thoſe laws relating 


* . 
to 1ts 


jon; and alſo againſt engroſſers, 
regraters, and foreſtallers quite uſcleſs ; for 
when the price of all things ſhall be reduced, 
and all taxes gradually taken off the neceſſa- 
ries of life, we ſhall be able to raiſe corn as 
cheap or cheaper than our nei hbours ; and 
Fe ſhall have no occaſion eie 
vrhich prejudices our own landed intereſt, 
but upon ſpeculation for re- exportation to 
gainful-markets abroad: whereby, we ſhould 
Rave more corn, in more hands in the nation; 
conſequently be leſs liable to impoſition by 
engroflers, who in this cafe could afford to 
felt to our own people 10 or 15 per cent. 
cheaper than to foreigners, by the freight, 
bevy 6 and riſſes being ſaved. And when 
any foreigh demand happens, having not only 
our public granaries for our own fupply, 
but alſo more private ones, the exportation 
of corn, far from being dangerous, will oc- 
Mr asus of this kind would prove of 
no little benefit to our manufactures of all 
ſorts, as proving the natural means of keep- 
ing labour low ; for as the income muſt bear 
proportion to the neeeſſary expenee; when 
corn, in bad years, ſhall be dear with our 
neighbouring ſtates, their labour, and con- 
ſequently their manufactures muſt grow dear 
in the like proportion; whillt our own peo- 
ple being ſupplied cheap from the granaries, 
will be able, by cheap labour, to bring their 
| | manu- 
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manuſactures cheap to market. And will they 
not hereby make their way againſt thoſe of 
foreigners, and eſtabliſh a reputation difficult 
to be removed? 

As freights alſo muſt bear a proportion ta 
che ſhip's expence, whereby our owners of 
ſhipping in general will be furniſhed with 
biſcuit cheaper than either the French er the 
Dutch; and the cheaper are our freights, 
will not the greater be our ſca · carrying 
trades, the greater the increaſe of our ſea- 
men, and conſequently the greater the in- 
_ * naval dominion ? Moreover, 

not the importation of corn upon ſ 
cylation for the ſake of better —— — 
its re- exportation when the markets ſhall- be 
— ta Kill — oſs more augment the 
employment of our and our broad 
of ſeamen ? * 

By this means labour will be afforded ſo 
cheap, that our people will have the more 
conſtant employment; for by our thus being 
always able to feed our people cheaper in times 
of ſcarcity than foreigners, they can have no 
pretence to the riſe of their wages above 
them; the miſeries of our poor in hard win- 
. 

ni to 
bers of the indigent. r 

A-ST ATE cannot be too provident to guard 
againſt all times of ſcarcity; ſuch calamitous 
ſeaſons deftruftive maladies a- 
mongſt the mals of the people; whereas a 

univerſal 
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univerſal plenty will prevent te tional 


diſtreſſes, and thereby preſerve nutyberleſs 
hives : and the better the means of living are 
in any — = pra more 2 pro- 
ſperous w natives „ and the more 
uſeful le from other countries wil be | in- 
duced to flock thither. 
8 Tur corntradealone willthusgreatlyenrich 
England. - Holland is never without prodigi- 
ous quantities of corn laid up in their maga- 
zines, purchaſed when cheap, in order to 
y countries, to their advantage. 
A n England, France, Italy, or Por- 
tugal wo been experienced to enrich Hol- 
land for ſeven years after. Sir Walter Ra- 
| leigh, in his obſervations on trade, preſented 
to king James I, fays, that in his time the 
 Hamburghers, Embdeners, and Dutch, out 
of their ſtorehouſes furniſhed this kingdom; 
and from Southampton, Exeter, and Briſtol, 
in a year and a half, carried away near 
200,0001. ſterling ; and he computes their 
upply then for the whole kingdom carried 
away two millions. Had magazines of corn 
been erected ſome years ago in England, what 
immenſe ſums might we not have brought 
into the nation in the year 1740? And 
whatever would in this manner cauſe trade 
to flouriſh, employ the poor, increaſe the 
number of induſtrious ple, and augment 
the national wealth, 2 fail to encreaſe 
the value of our lands. For the greater the 
demand is for the neceſſaries of life, and the 
| ma 
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materials of manufacture, the greater price 
will. lands fetch, the more permanent will. 
be the income of landholders, by enabling. 
the people always to pay their rents. And 
the people in general muſt inevitably in- 
creaſe with the general plenty and felicity; 
and the more tlie people trade, the more 
money is brought into the kingdom, and the 
more money the people have, the more it 
will encreaſe, and they become double the 
conſumers of the produce of lands and all 
manufacture. In all countries the natural 
price of home commodities is according to 
their plenty, the demand, and the proportion 
of money that the trade circulates ; and the 
more thereof does circulate, the better rent | 
certainly can the farmer afford to give for = 
their Jands : it is people, with plenty of mo- 
ney that improve lands; and the more they 
are improved, the better rents they will bear, 
which will alſo encreaſe their value in pur- | 
chaſe. 9 
Tux gradations from the encouragement 
of trade to the benefit of land are ſolid and 
certain ; and therefore the breaking up of 
freſh lands, and adding inſtantly to the cul- 
tivation, as the people naturally multiply, is 


the ſolid and certain way to encourage trade; 
and that upon the eternal baſis of nature's 
laws, By this means we ſhall be ſoon enabled 
to erect public granaries of corn; which, under 
proper regulations, as has been obſerved, will 
prevent the price of wheat from ever 2 
Vor. I. H 0 


IN 
fo low as 1 but on the 
cont to keep up a price, that 
— length =. — the natural 
value of our lands, and enable the tenants to 
be certain and punctual in the payment of 
their rents: fo that although, by the con- 
Kant addition of more land in cultivation, as 
has been urged, the rents of lands ſhould have 
a fall; yet as the univerfal plenty will en- 
able gentlemen to live more hoſpitably and 
138 a leſs real and permanent income 
n they do on a greater nominal one, that 
ebbs and flows by a precarious rental income, 
they muſt be gainers inevitably by ſuch po- 
licy; and, therefore, at length, they will 
experience the neceſſity of promoting it. 
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DISSERTATION 1v. 


Farther confiderations on the hab ee of 
public granaries, as recommended to the 


practice of France, by ſome of their ableſt 
writers ; and which may be confidered as ap- 
plicable to England in many reſpetts, and 
conſiſtent * the tenour of this work, 


Aware mn of private granaries 
is the firſt thing neceſſary towards 
keeping up a plenty of corn in the kingdom, 
as well as towards keeping the price pretty 
equal at all times, and procuring the — 
a reaſonable profit. 

Ir is a known axiom in practical com- 
merce, that a commodity bears a low price 
when there are more ſellers than buyers. 
If corn is at a very low price, the incomes 
of private perſons muſt ſuffer; labour too 
muſt be ſuſpended: what reſource has the 
ſtate left — thoſe circumſtances but to 
open its ports to foreigners who are willing to 
purchaſe its corn, by which the number of 
buyers are increaſed ? 

FoRE1GNERs either conſume that corn, 
or lay it up in their ſtorehouſes. If it be 
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for their own conſumption that they buy it, 
the quantity ſold will. be limited, becauſc 
ſeveral corn countries will vie in ſupplying 
them. If it be to lay up, their purchaſes 
will be in prgportion to the lowneſs of the 
price, and ſq rapid, that we are often not ap- 
prized of the too great glut, till it is felt. 
The hungry farmer ſells as faſt as he can, to 
ſupply his urgent want of money, without 
foreſeeing a greater impending want. A bad 
harveſt comes, and foreigners ſell us back, at 
an advanced price, that ſame commodity 
which we ſuffered them to monopolize. 
Ir we ſuppoſe that ſeveral perſons in each 
county lay up ſtores of corn in plentiful 
| years, a proper rivalſhip will be much better 
eſtabliſhed than when fourſcore or a hundred 
Dutch merchants ſhall cauſe the ſame quan- 
tity to be bought up by a few commiſſioners. 
There will, therefore, be more buyers, and 
conſequently the price will riſe. It is ſo 
much the more certain, that that will be the 
caſe, as the Dutch merchants will try equally 
to take advantage of the lowneſs of the price, 
during the firſt months next after harveſt. 
Tus revolution occaſioned by a ſuperabun- 
dance, will certainly be ſo ſoon over, that it 
cannot hurt the farmer. On the contrary he 
will enjoy his wealth, and enjoy it in ſafety. 
For if the next harveſt ſhould fail, every one 
would know that ſuch and ſuch granaries 
are full: imaginary. hunger, more violent, 
perhaps, than real, will cauſe no diſturbance 
3s | E In 
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in "ey public order. Whilſt on one fide 
thoſe WHO want to buy will be eaſy, becauſe | 
they will know there is a ſufficient: ſtock to 
_ anſwer their demand; the proprietors of the 
corn knowing as well as they, the ſtate of 
that commodity, will on the other hand, be 
fearful} of loſing the firſt opportunity that of- 
fers to ſell it to advantage. They will ſell, 
from time to time, fo much at leaſt as will 
ſecure their capital : the competition between 
the ſeveral quantities that are offered to ſale 
will be a continual check on each other, 
prevent any one's holding his corn up at too 
high a Aw, and increaſe timidity in the 
ſellers. 

80 active and ſo powerful is the principle 
of rivalſhip, that it is of itſelf ſure to direct 

theſe various operations. 

Tux execution of ſo fimple an idea can 
meet with but three difficulties : the oppo- 
fition of the laws, the prejudices of the vul- 
gar againſt ROWE up corn, and want' of con- 
dene. 

Ir the neceſſity of confidering agriculture 
as an object of commerce ſhall be "allowed; 
we muſt from thence conclude; that choſe 
laws, which cramp the corn trade in the 
country "where produced, are incompatible 
with the welfare of agricultute. 

Tux object of trade moſt certainly is 
to eſtabliſn a plenty of commodities ; but the 
object of the trader is gain. The firſt cannot 
be fulfilled but by the ſecond, or the hopes 

H 3 and 
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and expectation of it. What profit can be 
expected from a ſpeculation on commaditics 
which none are allowed to keep till their 
prices riſe? Three or four plentiful harveſts 
running, are no new thing in many coun- 
tries. It has even been obſerved, that great 
ſcarcities have not happened, till after ſuch 
repeated plenty. e i=l 

Tur law by which the French are forbid 
to keep their corn above three years, ſbould, 
therefore, have had the contrary. effect of 
what was intended by it. The wiſdom of its 
motive, was this: 

Tu winters in France, and moſt of their 
corn lands, are ſo wet, that their corn does 
not keep well. The ignorance or poverty of 
the French farmers, added to the pernicious 
effects of the badneſs of the ſeaſons, by the 
little care they took of their granaries. Hope, 
which will always influence and preſide over 
human counſels, made them keep their corn 
on from time to time, thinking ſtill to ſell it 

more advantageouſly, whilſt, in fact, they 
encreaſed their loſs every day. The long- 
expected time came at laſt ; the granaries 
were thrown open, and part of Wa they 
contained” was ſpoiled. Notwithſtanding all 
the precautions that were taken not to let 
the people know of its being thrown into 
the river, it was not poſſible to conceal the 
carriage of ſo bulky a commodity. Such a 
fight could not but pierce the hearts. of the 
poor, and with great reaſon : they * > 

iſ - "cline 
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eclined to think: thoſe loſſes only artifices to 
enhance the price of their means of ſubſiſ- 
tance ; the very uncertainty they were under 
of the truth of facts, and the myſtery, with 
which that affair was conducted, all contri- 
buted to inflame their imaginations, already 
overheated by their wants *. 

Tuls reflection ſhews how highly valu- 
able is the preſent which M. Duhamel ||. has 
made his country, He has prevented in a 
plain and very cheap manner, al thoſe incon- 
veniencies which raiſed the general outcry 
againſt the duke of Bourbon, and has even 
armed the laws againſt the hoarding up of 
corn. big; f 
Lx us likewiſe add, that it is difficult 
for laws and reputation not to bear the ſtamp 
of the prejudices of. the times in which they 
are made. The deſtruction of thoſe mon- 
ſters muſt be the work of a judicious re- 
ſtriction. | #06 3 arts 50 

Tus arguments we have hitherto made 

_ uſe-of, ſufficiently demonſtrate the errors of 
popular prejudice, in relation to the profits 
made by the corn trade, Without thoſe pro- 
fits; trade would he at an end; and without 
trade, there would be no plenty. Nor ſhall 
we ſay much of the ridiculous error inſpired 

neee —ͤ 
his was in the minority of the preſent king of France, 
and owing to the duke bf Bourbon's munagement with Paris, 


Vernay, and others. "ON 
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by injurious engroſſers, either great or ſmall ; 
if ſmall they cannot do much hurt; and if 
great the laws may* take cognizance of 
mn, o 1 5 F 2G 
Bor it is not enough to oppoſe reaſon 
againſt errors of this kind: to alter and di- 
rect the ſpirit of a nation is a work reſerved 
to the legiſlator, who will be ſure to ſucceed 
by reſpecting and favouring thoſe that concur 
in his views. 1 „ 2+ 7 
Tux French have already taken ſome ſteps 
towards tae true principles and maxims to be 
obſerved, with regard to the houſing of corn. 
It is ſome years fince, that the government or- 
deredall the religious houſes in the kingdom of 
France never to be without three years provi- 
fion of corn. Nothing could be better judged, 
nor more eaſily executed. In plentiful years it 
will not coſt twice the ſum of one year's pro- 
viſion at the medium price. Every commu- 
nity muſt be able to comply with this order, 
unleſs it be in debt; in which caſe the laws 
and public welfare require it's being ſuppreſ- 
ſed, and it's poſſeſſions annexed to thoſe of 
ſome other religious order. | 
To this expedient the keeper of the ſeals 

in France has added another ſtill more exten- 
ſive, and worthy his ſuperior views. He has 
obliged the contractors for victualling the 
troops on their march, to have, during the 
time of their contract, which is for three 
years, a certain quantity of corn always ready 

in every province. One plentiful harveſt * 
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be ſufficient to give that eſtabliſhment a pro- 
per of ſolidity : it may too be annex- 
ed to the farm of the demeſnes. * tt 
By this means the French have 
zines of corn authoriſed, and even ordered by 
the ſtate. The motives of thoſe regulations, 


and the laws of rivalſhip, always mutually 


uſeful to the proprietors and conſumers of a 
commodity, naturally lead to a thorough re- 
formation of abuſes. i. 

Wer the king of France but to iflue 
an edict granting ſome diſtinction, or, at firſt, 
ſome ſmall reward, in favour of ſuch maga- 
zines as ſhould be ſtored with a certain quan- 
tity of corn, and be built after the new man- 
ner; likewiſe ſubjecting them to be regiſtred 
with the intendant of the province or his de- 
puties, it would ſoon root out the national 
prejudice. If the preamble to ſuch an edict 
did but convey ſome inſtruction to the more 
ignorant claſs of people, that day would be 
forever bleſſed in France. The French pro- 
vinces cannot be ſaid to want men rich enough 
for ſuch an undertaking. A flight know- 
ledge of their condition is ſufficient to ſhew, 
that all their money does not circulate. It 
is, doubtleſs, a great misfortune to them; 
and the profits ariſing from the corn trade are 
held in ſuch efteem, that that would, per- 
haps, be the ſureſt means of reſtoring to the 
public, eaſe and convenience, thoſe treaſures 
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abe principle of rivalſhip, Which cannot miſ- 
lead us: it is not a few. immenſe granaries 
that would be of uſe, but a great number of 
middling ones; that is what ought to be 
aimed at; it is to ſuch as thoſe that a bounty, 

i bounty ſhould: be thought proper to be 
| in France, ſhould: be given. 


— War af confidence is the third diff 


eulty that might be met with in the execu- 
tion of this ſcheme. Some diſtruſt might 
ariſe from former examples of granaries broke 
open by authority. The muſt be 
great, indeed, that can juſtify ſuch a ſtep: 
for a cannot vaniſh away in a mo- 
ment, eſpecially, if it be ſuch a one as me- 
rits the attention of the magiſtrate. At leaſt, 
id muſt be owned there would have been no 
neceflity for fuch extremes, if there had been 
x grrat number of ſuch granaries in France. 
Conſequently the very nature of this ſcheme 
ſecutes ſuperiors from the neceſſity of uſing 
ſuch diſagreeable means, and private _ 
in the-{afe enjoyment of their property. 
proper confidence can, however, never - 
better eſtabliſſed than by a ſolemn promiſe 
— — ces one to open 
This diſtinction alone 
comply with ſo eſſen- 


would induce them to 
tial a formality, as that — enregiſtering them, 
and a ſtate of ſuch regiſters might be pu- 
bliſhed, whenever it ſhould be thought 


proper. 
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As in all things a beginning muſt be 
made, and an example ſet, it might, perhaps, 
not be amiſs to oblige the ſeveral companies 
of traders and artizans in every city corpo- 
— ack # kdegs each of them a granary, or two, 
or Almoſt all: thofe companies are 
rich — to do it out of their fees uf ad- 
miſſion, fines, and other perquiſites: nay, 
ſame of them are but too rich at the dN 
pence of trade, and the pdorer claſs of work- 
men. They all have credit, and the ſpecu- 
lation here propoſed, in itſelf fares: 
tive, cannot be a burden to any of the num- 
bers. It would be proper that thoſe ſeveral 
companies ſhould have the management of 
their own ies, and thata public account 
ſhould: be given of their adminiftration do ale 
city magiſtrates. 

Warn the uſcfulneſs both public and 
private, of ſuch an eſtabliſhment ſhould be 
once known, it is reaſonable to think, that 
the ſpirit of charity would beſtow ſome of 
_ it's gifts that way; for ſurely: no alms can be 
more meritorious than thaſe by which/ the 
working poor are ſupplied with bread at a 
cheap rate; for the creator has ordained that 
man ſhall earn his bread with the ſwoat of | 
his browse. 

Tris: forming of theſe: ors, with the 
fupplies ſent to the French ſugar iſlands, and 
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ſeveral companies of traders of the city af London, and ot 
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_ the/ uſual current conſumption!: already ſe- 
cure the farmer a conſiderable vent for his 
commodity in plentiful years. But, in order 
to make ſuch a regulation at home, anſwer 
its full intent, it muſt like wiſe be followed 


and 1 by other "tegalations-es to i it's 


Taz: object "obje@ of this: leihe, i to elta 
bliſh an equilibrium between the claſs of la- 
bourers and that of mechanics. 

To encourage the labourer it is neceſſary, 
2 the 3 he conſumes be pur- 


0 ble he of rival- 
aur in plentifl years 21 22 


in b! 
1 18 like wiſe eſſential, that moſt of thoſe 
ers be made by his fellow citizens. 
| the latter will not be tempted to lay in 

a ſtock, but by the hopes of gain. 

Tuar depends on the bal 
of harveſts, m— the diminution of — — 
tity of corn in a certain proportion to the 
want of it. 

On the one hand, it is not uſual for ſeven years 
to paſs without ſome: inequality in the har- 
veſts : on the other, ſeveral plentiful harveſts 
' often ſucceed each other. If the corn be 
never exported, the diminution of it's maſs 
will be im ible, There will be no pro- 
fit in keeping i it, no granaries eſtabliſhed, nor 
any plenty reign. Or elſe another bad effect 
will enſue: if corn be at a very low price, the 
beſt and moſt valuable kinds will be uſed 


without diſtinction to feed animals; which 
might 
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might be equally well fattened with other in- 
ferior ſorts. Thoſe inferior ſorts being made 


little or no aſe of, the. bad or middling lands 
of which. they are the production, Wil be 


part of agriculture loſt. 
A DIMINUTION of the maſs of corn af- 
ter a plentiful harveſt can, therefore, not be 


advantageouſly effected but by foreign pur- 


chaſers. 


Tux exportation of corn ought, therefore, 


to be permitted, in order to procure a ſuffi- 


cient quantity to anſwer the want of it, and 


eſtabliſh an equilibrium in it's price. 
A queſtion naturally occurs, which i is, the 
quantity proper to be 


I'ANSWER it is OY ſo much as ſe- 
o hath laid in a 
ſtock, without prejudicing the ſubſiſtence of 


cures a profit to him 


workmen . ſailors, and ſoldiers. 


Taz exportation ought, therefore, to. be 
regulated by the price of bread, or corn, and 
that price ought to be proportioned to the 


abilities of the poor. 


LET, us be guided by fact. We have 


ſound the medium price of che ſetier of 
wheat in France, weighing 2301b. was 18 liv. 
13 ſols, 8 deniers, from 1706 to 1745 inclu- 
fively. But ſince 1736, the 


has been from 19 to 20 livres: we will ſay 
19 liv, 10 ſols. So long as wheat does not 
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abandoned, and conſequently a conſiderable 
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in proportion, bread may be thought cheap 
on the preſent footing of hire or wages. 
Two thirds of a year's produce are not 
ſafficient for the ſubſiſtence of France. But 
it is pofſible, that the price may exceed the 
medium of 19 liv. 10 ſols, when there is no 
more than juſt the value of that quantity. 
Thoſe who deal in corn ought, if they have 
the leaſt knowledge of what they are about, 
to lay in, beſides what is deſtined for current 
demands, a ſtock reſerved for extraordinary 
caſes, and keep it by them, until, by the ap- 

rance of the next harveſt, they are able to 
judge how it is ke to turn out. There can 
never be any great hazard in ſuch a ſpecula- 
tion, if the corn be well bought. 

Tur moment the appearance of ſuch a 
harveſt promiſes an encreaſe of price, corn 
grows ſcarcer at market, becauſe ſeveral form 
the ſame ſcheme at the fame time, without 
acquannting each other with it; and each 
flatters himſelf he ſhall' at all events not be 
obliged to ſell, even the laft part of what he 
has, under the preſent price. The price of 
corn muſk, therefore, riſe above the medium 

„ when the quantity in being is gene- 
rally thought not to exceed what is juſt ne- 
afy : ſuch as are acquainted with the 
trade will not gatnfay this. | 

Wie vill ſuppoſe thoſe' reſerves made by 
the dealers in corn to be one ſixth only, when 
wheat is at it's medium price of 19 fr. 10 ſols 
the ſetier, and other grain in proportion. It 

| | may 
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may from thence be inferred, that when the 
ſetier of wheat is at 16 livres 5 ſols, and 
other kinds of grain bear a price in propor- 
tion, there is in the kingdom half a year's 
ſubſiſtence beyond the neceſſary quantity, or 
two ſixths remaining good. So that though 
the next harveſt ſhould produce but one 
third, no dearth or — * could be feared. 
in ſuch caſes the common people in France 
eat more cheſnuts, rye, millet, peaſe, beans, cc. 
whereby the conſumption of other grain is 
diminiſhed in proportion. | 
A MULTIPLICITY of granaries would be a 
very great encreaſe of thoſe reſerves; and even, 
though there ſhould be but twice the num 
ber of what there now is, it would be a re- 
ſource far twa which in all human 
probability, would be ſufficient to keep 
bread at a moderate price. 
Tux price of 16-livres 5 ſols the ſetier of 
wheat, ſhould, therefore, 1 the utmoſt 
boundary at which it ſhould be permitted to 
be exported. Perhaps it might be proper, 
in order to favour poorer lands, which ſtand | 
more in need of encouragement, not to ob- 
ſerve the proportian tag exactly, with regard 
to the meſlin- corn, rye and barley. 3 | 
price .- fox exporting. meſlin- corn might : 
— les than 14 livres 5 ſols, that of 
rye. under 13 and of barley under 20 
lixres the ſetier. The medium — 2 of the 
ſetiet of eats. weighing 480 lb. been 


for os about 12 livres, the — 
might 
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might be allowed, when the price is under 


11 livres. | "2 
Ir we now ſuppoſe the granaries filled in 
2 plentiful feaſon, when wheat ſhould. be 
at 14 livres the ſetier; the profit that might 
be expected from it, even before the leaſt 
riſe of price ſhould prohibit the exportation, 
wo cent.. Such a ſpeculation 


would be 17 
being evidently advantageous, adventurers 
woes 


not be wanting to engage in it. 

'AT the ſame price the farmer, not able to 
keep his corn, would till find a ſufficient 
profit to encourage him to continue and en- 
creaſe his culture: for I ſuppoſe a plentiful 


year, in which every acre of middling land 
would produce four for one, wheat being at 
that price, and other grain i 


in proportion, 
three years harveſt would produce, accordiug 
to the old culture 88 livres, the expence 54 
livres. Remains 34 livres to pay rent, taxes, 
and the farmer's labour. That is. to. lay, 
that taxes being at 3 ſols in the livre, in or- 
der to let an acre of land at 7 livres 10 ſols a 


Fear, the farmer muſt be content with clear- 


ing 36 ſols per acre per annum, and the pro- 
fit he can make by his cattle. As on the 
other hand, there are many lands capable of 
producing wheat, which will require a greater 
expence than 54 livres per acre in three 
years, and will produce leſs than 88 livres, 
even in the beſt of years, it plain ly follows, 
that it were to be wiſhed, wheat was never 


the 
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when the land-tax is at 3 ſols per livre, and ſo 
of the reſt. Otherwiſe the equilibrium of that 
profeſſion with others would be at an end; 


quantities of land would remain uncultivated, 
and numbers of men be deprived of ſub- 


* 


ſiſtence. | 
A Hou and a foreign rivalſhip of buyers, 
properly combined, is alone capable of pre- 
venting the price of corn from falling too 
low : at the ſame time that it would ſecure 
to labourers and working men tbe hopes of 
never paying more than 21 or 22 livres the 
ſetier for wheat, even in times of ſcarcity. 
For to the half year's ſubſiſtence, which we 
have found muſt be before hand in the king- 
dom, when wheat is at 16 livres 5 ſols the 
ſetier, muſt be added the natural encreaſe of 
harveſts, when the farmer is once ſure of 
finding his account thereby, Accordingly I 
am convinced, that if ever this method ſhould 
be put in practice for ſeven or eight years, it 
would be found indiſpenſably neceſſary, in 
order to eſtabliſh a thorough proportion be- 
tween all branches of hire and wages, to ex- 
tend the permiſſion for exportation as fat as 
18 or even 19 livres the ſetier. It is equally 
ſure, that if France trades yearly for two hun- 
dred millions of livres, and gains five and 
twenty by the balance; in forty years, be- 
ſides reducing the intereſt of money, it would 
likewiſe be neceſſary to enlarge ſtill ſome- 
what farther the permiſſion to export. corn; 
Vox. I. I for 
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fob otherwiſe the claſs of labourers, and huf- 
bandmen would be leſs happy than others. 
AT the price we have propoſed, the ſtate 
would be under no neceſſity of granting a 
bounty to encourage exportation, the thing 
intended being only to enable its merchants to 
compete with others at foreign markets. But 
it would be very proper to reſtrain all leave 
of ation: of corn to French ſhips only, 
and thoſe built in France. Thoſe prices are 
ſo low, that the dearneſs of their freight would 
not hurt the exportation: to bring that 
freight lower, which is a very eſſential point, 
the only means are an encreaſe of naviga- 
tion, and 2. —_ of money. 
Ir may poſſibly be objected to our laſt 
propoſal, that in caſe; there ſhould be but 
few capitals employed in trade, it would be 
depriving-the farmer of his preſent reſource. 
Bur capitals: can no longer be few in 
trade, unleſs ſome diſctedit was to 
happen: ſuch diſcredit muſt be occafioned 
by ſome domeſtic maladminiſtration ; and 
that would of neceſſity require being reme- 
died. Under ſuch calamitous eircumſtances, 
che greateſt part of eee | 
it is, theretore, props in order to -preſerve 
the ent inks tants, that the firſt and 
moſt. r commodity of all ſhould be 
requires that all ſhould 
partake in any public diſaſter. Beſides, if 
Emme lock up their 2 and — 2 
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goods, great exportations would reduce the 
ple to two of the worſt extremes at once; 
ceſſation of labour, ny dearneſs of pro- 
viſions. 

To reduce the prices in the ports and 
on the frontiers of Prance, according to thoſe 
prices here propoſed, a due regard being had 
to the weights and meaſures of each place, 
would be very eaſy, and of advantage to the 
ſtate, for two reaſons. | 

I. In order to equal the condition of all 
the provinces, which is but juſt. 

II. To avoid arbitrarineſs, otherwiſe almoſt 


inevitable. From the moment that an equa- 


lity of condition ſhould ceaſe to reign be- 
tween the provinces, all the advantages of 
home and foreign regulations would be loſt ; 
for they can never fubdſt, without each 
other. 

As to foreign corn, it is a good eller to 


prohibit the importation of it, in order to 


favour our ' own lands: T hat prohibition | 
may at any time be taken off when neceſſity | 
requizes, The French have no reaſon to fear 
that other nations will refuſe them corn: and, 
if by any extraordinary event, beyond all | 
human foreſight, that ate ſhould ' be re- 
duced to a ſcarcity, it may depend on ſub- | - 
ſiſtence from the competition of its merchants; 
tempted by a profpe& of gain. Nothing but 
a War, and that a very unfortunate-one by 
©, can require the government's undertak- 
: 1 2 ing 
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ing part of that care. It would not, however, 


| be proper to interdict all foreign corn trade, 
| when the merchant and mariner gain te 
The defign of free ports is to promote 


ſpeculations abroad as are illicit * home. 


is very eaſy without much trouble, to Ain 


fine within them all ſuch commodities as it 


would be dangerous to communicate to the 


| reſt of the people; eſpecially when they are 


| 


| 
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ſo bulky as corn is. It is enough to reſolve 


it, and to convince thoſe 3 duty it is to 


watch over that branch, that they are really 
paid for it. 


Taz French might, therefore, at all times 


very lafely allow the merchants. of Dunkirk, 


Bayonne, 4 Marſeilles, to have granaries of 


Northern, Sicilian, or African corn, to be 


re-exported to Italy, Spain, Portugal, or Hol- 
land; but never to be ſent out of thoſe 
towns to any part of France. 

'Tnoss granaries, if ſuch were formed, 


could not but contribute to prevent ſudden _ 


revolutions in the 880 ices, by keeping the con- 
pirits. 


ſumers always in 


A FRENCHMAN, .who compares the Eng- 


him prices with thoſe I have here laid OE 


will undoubtedly. be ſorry to ſee his country 


ſo far from producing an equal quantity of 
corn. The — we at firſt laid down 
will be ſome comfort to him, if duly con- 


| ſidered. It is eſſentially neceſſary for the 
French to keep their — at a — de- 


gree 


11 


gree of cheapneſs *, but without forcing it, 
whilſt the intereſt of money is ſo high with 
them: their foreign trade is increaſed by it; 


dhe riches that brings them in, encreaſes the 


number of conſumers of meat, wine, but- 
ter, and, in ſhort, of all the productions of 
the land of the ſecond, third, and fourth de- 
grees of neceſſity : the conſumption of thoſe 
commodities pays taxes and duties, by which 
the land is caſed. For in a country where 
nothing ſhould be produced by induſtry, 
every tax would immediately affect the land. 
On the other hand, manufactures increaſe 
with the number of cattle, and the latter 


ate of ſervice to the lands. 


We may farther obſerve, that France is 
obliged to maintain a very conſiderable num- 
ber of ſoldiers and ſailors: it is of infinite 
advantage that they be able to ſubſiſt on their 
ſmall pay; for otherwiſe the public expences 
would encreaſe, and with them taxes. This 
obſervation ſhould be a ſufficient anſwer to 
all objections that can be made againſt the 
freedom of the corn trade; but men, ac- 
cuſtomed to find fault with every thing that 
does not coincide with their prejudices or 
private intereſts, have no reſpect for even 
reaſons of ſtate, the moſt ſacred of all, when 
rightly underſtood ; and ſuch object, that if 
. n | 
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This is the great point, that I have endeavoured to ac - 
rs. omg in Great Britain, throughout this, and all my other | 
7 | | | 
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France. ſhould be under a neceſſity of pro- 
viding any conſiderable ſtore of proviſtons, 
the rivalſhip of buyers, both national and 
foreign, would make the prices rife. 
_ Ts pretended difficulty may be ſolved 
ſeveral ways. 1. The double rivalſhip that 
is objected, joined to that of the ſellers, 
would ſoon make the price riſe to that de- 
gree as of itſelf to amount to a prohibition 
of exportation. 2. If the price does not 
riſe ſo high as to prevent exportation, it is 
a proof 5, a ſuperabundance of the commo- 
dity, and of the urgent neceſſity of eaſing 
agriculture.” 3. If that rivalſhip does not ex- 
tend beyond the national purchaſes, not only 
the prices will in all probability not riſe im- 
moderately, but it is likewiſe evident, that 
the more private magazines of corn there are 
known to be, the leſs thoſe prices will riſe. 
4. In cafe corn ſhould be bought a little 
dearer on account of this competition or ri- 
N at home, it will be an additional mo- 
tive for every man to encreaſe it, and 
thereby ſecure more and more the national 
ſtock of proviſions 5. In caſe of this ſuppoſ- 
ed _encreaſe, It ſeems probable, that it 
would rather be the ſeller's profits that 
ſhould be leſſened, than the price of the 
commodity. raiſed; This -uſeful operation 
can never be more eaſily put in execution 
than when the ſtate is rich enough to pay 
punctually: no the ſtate can never be richer 
than when the cultivators of its lands are * 
| | | 0 
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To reſume the compariſon of the price of 
corn in France, with its price in England. It 
is not by the quantity of money that we 
ought to judge of the caſe of the ſubjects of 
both icrowns, but by the nature and quan- 

tity of convenciencies they are able to pro- 
eure themſelves with what money each of 
them is reſpectively poſſeſſed of. 

Ir the circulation of ſpecie in France be 
eſtabliſhed in an equal degree with that of the 
repreſentative value in England; if the lands 
in France are not more burdened i in propor- 
tion to their incomes; if taxes are levied 
without greater oppreſſion on the labourer's 
induſtry; their agriculture will flouriſh, their 
harveſts will be as plentiful in proportion to 
the extent and fruitfulneſs of their reſpeQive 
lands, as the Engliſh; the number of their 
cultivators will be in the ſame proportion 
wich the other claſſes of the . and, 
in fine, they will enjoy the . caſe. as 
thoſe in England do.  * 

Ta1s obſervation 'ifnplies ſeveral of che 
tother conditions, — 4 which agriculture may 
be carried - to The -principles we 
have laid down, — to · tie moſt eſſen- 
tial object of culture, ſtand themſelves in 
need of being ſupported by others; becauſe, 
as men are ſuſceptibſe of very various im- 

pteſſions, the legiſlator cannot bring them to 
bend, bat by 4 n of motives. 
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Tux beſt laws and regulations concern- 
ing corn, would hot alone ſuffice to bring 
agriculture to perfection, if the nature of 
the taxes and methods of levying them, did 
not likewiſe. contribute to give the farmer 
hopes; and, what is more certain, convince 
him in his own mind; that his caſe will en- 
creaſe with his labour, and alſo his Rocksof ſheep 
and herds of cattle, with the freſh lands he plows 
up, as the means he takes to perfect his pro- 
feſſion; and in ſhort, with the encreaſe of 
harveſt, providence ſhall be pleaſed to bleſs 
him with. In a country where the farmer 
ſhould be diſtreſſed, on one ſide by a greedy 
landlord, who ſhould rigorouſly inſiſt on the 
ſtricteſt payment of his rent, and on the 
other, by a collector of the taxes, whom 
the public neceſſity ſhould force to be ur- 
gent, he would live in continual dread of 
two executions at once: one is ſufficient to 
diſcourage and ruin him. ö 
LET us for a moment. ceaſe to conſider 
agriculture in its relation to. trade; and we 
ſhall neceſſarily ſee all the various difficulties 
and obſtacles of | which we have: juſt now 
ſhewn the danger, occur one after another. 
That they ever exiſted was owing to want of 
ſeeing in. this important light, that which of 
all others ought to be the firſt and greateſt 
concern of the legiſlator. This remark is a 
farther. proof, that the progreſs of agriculture 
is always greateſt in that country whoſe 
1 7 fd laws 
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haws are beſt and wiſeſt, or at leaſt beft 
obſerved; _. D N 
As no general principle can hold good 
in all caſes, we will add to this a very eſſen- 
tial reſtriction; and which we have already 
found to be a conſequence of our firſt ar- 
gument. | | | "4 

To. eſtabliſh the moſt perfect equality 
poſſible between the ſeveral occupations of 
the people, being one of the chief cares 
of the legiſlator ; it-is of equal importance 
to him to favour in agriculture the various 
parts of that profeſſion, in proportion to 
their reſpective needs. That can never be 
done by checking or reſtraining, or at leaſt 
it cannot be brought about by ſuch means, 
without confuſion : and after all, the laws 
will be evaded, where a profit is to be 
made, It is, therefore, by reſtraining the 
profits, that ſuch a proportion muſt be ef- 
tefted. ii £46) 
Tus ſhorteſt and moſt ſimple way is, 
to tax the lands as commodities are ; 
that is to ſay, always leſs in proportion to the 
greater degree of neceſſity for them: but in 
ſuch manner, however, as not to prevent 
the demand for even the moſt trivial neceſſa- 
ries: for by fo doing the ſprings of. impoſts 
and population would be dried up. This 
method would undoubtedly be one of the 
great uſes of a general land-regiſter; nor would 
it be impoſſible to put it in practice in the 
| mean 
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mean time. If France has too many vine- 


yards, in proportion to her arable lands, the 
cauſe of it muſt be, becauſe vine- 


yards yield more. Would it be unjuſt, in 


order to equal them, to make vine yards pay 
a fifteenth and arable lands only a twen- 


tieth ? 


By that means every kind of land would 
certainly, and without any trouble, be ap- 
propriated to what it is fitteſt for. Nothing 
more can ibe wiſhed, when all neceflary 
wants are once provided for. However good 
laws may be in every reſpect, they cannot 
force the earth to produce: they may, indeed, 
limit her productions; but then they limit po- 


22 4 the fame time. Of all laws the 


ailing is intereſt. 

2 is too important not to add 
proof upon proof; and the vineyards I have 
been C| g of, afford me an experienced 
one which I cannot help urging. Planta- 
tions of vineshave-encreaſed greatly in France, 
becauſe quantities of land are fit for nothing 
olſe : but that is not the only reaſon; for 
numbers of fields, which before produced 


8 very good corn, have been turned 
rds. 


into vineya 
Ir is well .kpown chat che erpence of 
planting a vineyard is great; and it is ſome 
years the young vines bear, It is the 
moſt caſual of all incomes, for a ſhower of 


W rob the planter of cs his 
£3, Opes 
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hopes for ſeveral years to come: he has ne 
reſource left in bad years, and the expence of 
cultivation is always the ſame. The quality 
of the wine ſeldom makes amends for the 
want of quantity; in-plentiful years wine is 
as liable as any other commodity to bear a 
low price ; it cannot. be kept without ex- 
pence, difficulty, and hazard. What then 
can be the motive that induces the owner of 
a corn land in France, to convert it into a 
vineyard, and invent ſo many pretences to 
elude the law to the contrary ? In ſhort, how 
can that kind of culture ſupport itſelf there, 
whilſt the number of rival ſellers encreaſes 
every day, not only among themſelves, but 
in Spain and Portugal too? Thoſe two paints 
deſerve to be conſidered ſeparately. 

Tux firſt is accounted for by the free- 
dom of trade and liberty to keep bath wine 
and brandy. That .commodity, in which 
property is beſt ſecured, will 2 be pro- 
pofed: now y is more ſenure in wine 
. 8 it is lawful to keep the 
one as long as we think propor, to buy, ex- 
port, or {ell iit as we pleaſe; + which in the 
other article is prohibited. 

TRE gulture of vines in France ſuppotts it- 
ſelf notveithſtanding the riſles, for two reaſons. 
Firſt, -becauſea rivalſhip of buyers is in gene- 
ral better eſtabliſhed. for that commodity: than 
any other; except in ſome of the ſtate de- 
meſnes, by the French called Pais d. Etat, 
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where the farmers are allowed to deal in wine 
and brandy, and where they monopolize 
thoſe two articles by being able to ſell them 
cheaper than others can. And, ſecondly, be- 
cauſe the owners of vineyards keep them in 
their own hands: their eaſy circumſtances 
enable them to carry that culture to perfec- 
tion, to lay out on it as much as is neceſſary, 

and to wait for proper opportunities of ſell- 
ing their commodity. 

Tuts diſcuſſion certainly adds a new 
| weight to two principal maxims, which we 
have laid down; vrz. that agriculture can- 
not be carried to perfection in a country 
where it is not confidered as an object of com- 
merce, and where the cultivators are very poor. 
It naturally follows, that to grant the owners 
of lands all poſſible encouragement to keep 
them 'in their own hands, is a means of en- 
creafing the commodities of a ſtate, and of 
ſecuring a proper ſtock of proviſions. Such 
encouragement is not compatible with any 
but a real tax laid on the lands, in conſe- 
" quence of a general accurate regiſter and eva- 
luation of them, as they ſhall encreaſe in the 

quantity cultivated, 
Tuo' it was not my deſign to conſider agri- 
culture in it's practical part, yet what we have 
faid and ſhall occaſionally ſay on that head, by 
way of ſuccinct abſtract, from the beſt agricul- 
tural philoſophers, and: practical farmers ; we 
hope, may prove acceptable to many coun- 


try gentlemen, who would give their more 
igno- 
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ignorant tenants ſome uſeful hints; accordin 
to the circumſtances and ſituation of their old. 
lands; or ſuch new, as they may be induced 
hereafter to promote the cultivation of, if 


ever our general principles in relation thereto 


ſhould be found to deſerve the attention of 
the legiſlature. 


* 
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"DISSERTATION v. 


The preceding ſubjee continued in other po- 
litical lights. 


RADE, in it's general acceptation, 
is a reciprocal communication of what 
men ſtand in mutual need of. It is, therefore, 
evident that agriculture is the neceſſary baſis 
of trade. | | | 
To be ſatisfied of the truth of a maxim 
implies but an imperfect knowledge, till the 
whole ſtreſs and force of it be underſtood : 
and that conſiſts chiefly in the cloſe connec- 
tion of the maxim allowed to be true, with 
another. It is for want of confidering things 
connectedly with others wherewith they have 
an eſſential affinity, that the merchant is often 
induced to look with indifference on the caſe 
or poverty of the farmer, the encouragement 
he may meet with, or the hardſhips he may 
labour under. For the ſame reaſon moſt 


landholders are apt to envy the advantages 
of trade, the profits accruing from it, and 

the number 7 men employed therein. The 
error would be much greater, if thoſe land- 
holders were to ſeperate the conſideration ma 
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the intereſt of their lands feom that of the la- 
bourer, A nation, in which ſuch prejadices 
ſhould prevail, would be in a ſtate of infancy 
in agriculture arid commerce ; the two chief 
branches of the domeſtic adminiſtration of 2 
ſtate: for we ought not always to judge of 
the progreſs of that part, by the figure a na- 
tion makes abroad ; no more 1 we are able 
to determine how far a man manages his 
eſtate prudently, by the expence he ſeems to 
hve at. 

Tux idea of preſervation is cloſely con- 
nected in every individual with that of his 
exiſtence ; for which reaſon the occapation 


him, This law of nature cannot be changed 
by the formation of a ſociety, which is a re- 
union of particular wills. It is, on the con- 
trary, confirmed and ſtrengthened by new 
motives, unleſs that ſociety be ſuppoled the 
only one exiſting in the world, If it be 
3 — to other ſocieties, it has rivals; 

reſervation requires it's being ſupported, 

| the ſtrength and vigour it is capable of 
MART Agriculture is the firſt, and moſt 
natural means of nn. it that Areogth 
and vigour, 

Socu a ſociety will be compoſed of as 
many members as the culture of it's lands 
can employ. or maintain: thoſe. members 
will become hale and. robuſt, by being innur- 
ed and habituated to fatigue, and they will be 
the honeſter and the more induſtrious men, 


by 
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by having been always honeſtly and induftri- 
ouſly buſted and employed. | 
I the lands of that ſociety are more fer- 
tile, or thoſe who cultivate them more 
ſkilful and labourious, they will produce a 
ſuperabundance of commodities ; which will 
he carried to countries leſs fertile or leſs cul- 
tivated,. | | 
Tux ſale of thoſe commodities will have 
the following effects. Such ſales will draw 
from foreigners, money, which conſtitutes 
the conventional riches of ſtates. By the 
lowneſs of the price, the farmers and plan- 
ters of rival nations, will be diſcouraged; 
and ſuch ſtate will ſecure more and more 
every day that advantage over the former 
In proportion as a country is drained of 
it's hard money, or conventional treaſures, 
and the profits of it's moſt neceſſary kind of 
labour, are leſſened to ſuch a degree as no 
longer to afford the labourer the means of 
ſubſiſting comfortably, that country muſt of 
neceſſity either become leſs populous ; or, 
which is worſe, a part of it's inhabitants muſt 
be compelled to beg, or ſtarve. It follows 
from the contrary reaſon, that, by the per- 
petual encreaſe ' of money, and conventional 
wealth in a country, the number of imagi- 
_ nary, or artificial wants will be multiplied in 
ek neg Thoſe wants will produce new 
inds of occupations : the people will be 


more happy, marriages more frequent and 
more 


>, 
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more. fruitful, and men, who cannot ſubſiſt 
comfortably in other countries will flock to 
one where they can; and more, eſpecially, 
to Great, Britain, where property may be as 
well ſecured as plentifully obtained, accord- 
ing to the ſyſtem, we would endeavour to 
eſtabliſh. | | eres, 
Sucu are the neceſſary effects of ſuperio- 
rity of agriculture in one nation over —— : 
and thoſe effects are felt in proportion to the 
reciprocal fruitfulneſs of the lands, or the va- 
riety of their productions. For this prin- 
ciple would. not be the leſs certain, even 
thaugh a country, worſe cultivated than an- 
other, ſhould not be depopulated in propor- 
tion to it's inferior degree of culture; if at 
the ſame time that worſe cultivated country 
turniſhed naturally a greater variety of pro- 
ductions. | | | 
IT is till certain, that id will have loſt it's 
advantage both really and relatively, with re- 
ſpect to other countries. 
Ir agriculture deſerves in a body politic 
the firſt rank among the occupations of 
mankind; the culture of thoſe natural pro- 
ductions, for Which there is the moſt general 
and moſt neceſſary demand, deſerves to be 
encouraged in proportion: to that demand; 
39 corn, fruits, wood, coal, iron, graſs, lea- 
ther, and. wool, great and ſmall cattle, oil, 
bemp, flax, flk, wine, beer, &C. * 
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Tux real ſtrength of a nation may be 
certainly known, ' by the encreaſe or decline 
of the populouſneſs of it's lands. 
Tus principal effect of agriculture would 
be greatly limited, without the affiſtance of 
trade, and therefore without it's inſeparable 
connection could never attain to perfection. 
NAT los, who have conſidered nothing 
farther in the culture of their lands, than the 
bare means of ſelf-ſubſiſtance, have always 
lived in perpetual fear of dearths, and have 
often felt them. Thoſe, on the contrary, 
who have conſidered agriculture as an object 

of commerce, have enjoyed ſuch a ſeries of 
plenty, as has enabled them, at all times, to 
ſupply the neceſſities of others. 
TIII about 1690, England had exported 
but little corn, and had often been obliged to 
have recourſe to foreign nations, for ſubſiſ- 
tance. She had felt thoſe diſagreeable varia- 
tions and unexpected revolutions in the prices, 
which either diſcourage the farmer or drive 
the people to deſpair. | 

PoLanD, Denmark, Africa and Sicily 

were at that time the public granaries of Eu- 
rope. The conduct of thoſe ſtates, who lay 
the corn trade under no reſtrictions that can 
cramp it, and their conſtant plenty, though 
ſome of them enjoy neither much tranquility 
nor the happineſs of a good conſtitution, 
were undoubtedly ſufficient to make the Eng- 
liſh, ſenſible of the cauſe of the evils they 


complained of, But the countries juſt men- 
| | tioned 


* 
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tioned: feemed too well ſettled in the poſſe(- 
fion of that trade, by the low price at which 
they could afford their corn, for the Engliſh 
landholders to expect to be able to rival them 
at foreign markets. The corn trade re- 
quired an unlimited freedom of laying up 
ſtocks of corn, and that for as long a time 
as ſhould be thought convenient; a thing 
which the ignorance and prejudices of thoſe 
times rendered odious to the nation. 

THe ſtate remedied that double incon- 
venience by the bounty granted on the expor- 
tation of corn, in Engliſh ſhips only, when 
the price does not exceed what the law has 
fixed it at; and the prohibition to import any 
foreign corn, ſo long as the current price at 
home is below what is ſettled by ſtatute. 
This bounty enabled the Engliſh to compete 
with the moſt fruitful countries, at the ſame 
time that this public ſanction given to the 
trade and ſtoring up of corn, put an end to 
all vulgar prejudices on that head. The cir- 
cumſtance was, indeed, the moſt favourable 
that could be deſired; the nation had that 
confidence in the new government, without 
which the beſt regulations are of no effect. 
. Tug event has demonſtrated the recti- 
tude of this policy. From that time, Eng- 
land has known no famine, though ſhe has 
exported immenſe quantities of corn almoſt 
every year: the variations in point of price 
have been leſs rapid and leſs unexpected; and 
the price in general has been lowered. For 

"1 when 
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when it was reſolved in 1689 to grant this 
bounty, a calculation was made of the price 
corn had been at on an average for three-and- 
forty years before: by which the medium 
price of wheat was. found to have been 2 /, 
10 s. 2 d. a quarter, and other kinds of grain 
in proportion. By an exact calculation of 
the price of wheat from 1689 to 1752, the 
price at an average during. thoſe fifty ſeven 
years, is found to have been no more than 
2 J. 25. 34. 

SURPRISING as this variation may ſeem 
to be, it is not the leſs in the. natural courſe 
of things. The landholder, whoſe induſtry 
was at the ſame time ſecured. by the govern- 
ment by the land tax, had but one difficulty 
remaining; which was the ſale of his com- 
modity when overſtocked. The rivalſhip of 
buyers, both at home and abroad, ſecured 
that ſale, and from that time he exerted his 
induftry with all the emulation, which hopes 
of ſucceſs, and ſecurity in the enjoyment of 
it, can alone inſpire. Of forty millions of 
acres of land, which England contains, at 
leaſt, one third was then commons, beſides 
woods. A conſiderable proportion of thoſe 
commons and e ; aan is now ſowed and 
incloſed. - - | 

TuIS policy was not the only thing that 
brought about theſe admirable effects; the 
ba of the intereſt of money likewiſe 
contributed, by enabling individuals to till 


wu lands with ys: but ſtill it is 
, _ equally 
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equally certain, that no landholder would 
have been at that expence, had he not have 
been ſure of ſelling his commodities for a 
reaſonable price. 

Tux deſign of the ſtate was to encou- 
rage the culture of the lands, to procure 
plenty, and bring the money of other na- 
tions into England. It ſucceeded without 
doubt; but ſo it might in all probability 
have done, without burdening the ſtate with 
a ſuperfluous expence; and without making 
it's own ſubjects pay ſometimes dearer for 
bread than foreigners do. 

Tur ſtate is in two reſpects loaded with 
a uſeleſs expence, which affects all its ſub- 
jects without diſtinction, as well thoſe who 
are gainers by It, it, as thoſe who are not. 

Wurm the price of corn, is lower in 
England than in the countries, which com- 
pete with her in that trade, it is plain the 
bounty is then needleſs. The bare pro- 
fit attending the exportation, is a ſufficient 
allurement to the merchant, 

Ir corn is at the higheſt 
it is entitled to the oe” 5 & 
pens at the ſame time to be v 
Dantzick or Hamburg ; a profit nigh be 
made by ſmuggling corn from thoſe parts 
into England, to be after wards re· ex ported 
with the bounty. In that caſe it is plain, 
the lands will not have received the encoura- 
gement that was deſigned them. Naviga- 
tion, indeed, will have been a gainer by it, 
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but then it muſt be by loading the ſtate and 
ople with an expence much more conſi- 
derable than that gain. 

Tuovon the private profit of the ſubject, 
ariſing from the ſale of corn, repays the 
whole of the nation the ſum advanced, and 
even more; yet until they who actually paid 
their contingent of the bounty be reimburſ- 
ed, with intereſt, by circulation, a conſider- 
able time muſt elapſe ; during which, they 
might have employed that ſame money to 
more advantage, perhaps, in a country, where 
trade, manufactures, fiſheries, and the colo- 
nies are in a flouriſhing condition. 

Nor that ſuch means of gaining ought to 
be deſpiſed; for no part of the foreign 
trade of a nation ſhould be lighted ; but a 
wide difference 1s to be made between the 
principles of oeconomical trade, or the re-ex- 
portation of foreign commodities, and the 
principles of that trade, which felates to na- 
tional commodities, 

Tux encouragements granted the former, 
are a means of procuring an encreaſe of inha- 
bitants ; they are uſeful ſo long as they are 


not burdenſome to the maſs of men, who 


may be conſidered as the fund of a nation. 
But that trade, of which the object is the ex- 
portation of national commodities, ought to 
be favoured without reſtriction. For one 
pound that ſuch a trade coſts a ſtate, it re- 
ceives back ten or more; each individual is 


ſooner re-imburſed, and with greater profit, 
the 
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the contingent he has furniſhed ; becauſe the 
whole of that trade belongs immediately to 
the lands or induſtry of the ſubject. On the 
other hand, the quantity of national com- 
modities neyer encreaſes, without encreaſing 
at the ſame time the maſs of men, who may 
be conſidered as the nation's ſtock. 

IT is difficult to prevent the bringing in 
of foreign corn in a — iſland, where it is 
eaſy to land at many places: whence one 
would be inclined to infer, that the bounty 
had better have been granted only from time 
to time, and regulated according to circum- 
ſtances, by the price of corn, in countries, 
rivals in that branch. Such an operation 
would have been really ſalutary, and worthy 
the admirable principle from whence it 
flows, | en 

Ir might, perhaps, be likewiſe ſaid, that 
this bounty does not always fall ſo immediately 
to the farmer's ſhare of profit, as one would 
at firſt ſight be inclined to think: for in plen- 
tiful years, when corn is bought to be laid 
up, till a proper opportunity offers to export 
it, it is not natural to ſuppoſe, that the buy- 
ers, who are always leſs in number than the 
ſellers, and, therefore, maſters of the price, 
account with them for the bounty in the 
value they ſet on the commodity. In a 
country, where very few-farmers ſhould be 
able to keep their corn, the bounty would 
affect the land till leſs immediately, Let 
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us by the way obſerve, that agriculture will 
never flouriſh in a nation where the general 
eaſe does not begin with the claſs of labour- 
ers. The gains of that claſs of men de- 
pend on the value of the commodities they 
bring into trade, compared with the expence 
of producing them : and the value of thoſe 
commodities depends on the demand for 
them : conſequently, the fewer buyers there 
are, the leſs land will yield it's owner, and 
the leſs will it be able to bear taxes. 

IT is a diſadvantage attending a too great 
foreign rivalſhip, that England fupphes for- 
eign worktnen with bread at a lower price 
than it does its own. A ſhort calculation 
will prove it. Suppoſing wheat in England 
at 42 ſhillings, 3 d. the price it has been at, 
on an average, for fifty ſeven years paſt; it 
is plain it may be ſold in Holland, Flanders, 
Calais, and even Bourdeaux, at 40 ſhillings, 
3 d. and a good profit made dy it. The 
bounty is 5 ſhillings per quarter; the freight 
and infurance will not coſt above 2 thillings 
der quarter; remains one ſhilling profit; 
that is to ſay 3 per cent., on an affair that is 
over in a month, and in a country where 
the intereſt of money is at 3 per cent. per 


Annum. 

Ix it ſhould be ſaid, in anſwer to this, that 
| hereby England diſcourges agricukure in 
other countries, it may not have the weight 
{ome imagine, For that way of reaſoning is 
oh WW nh Mt 1 more 
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more fpecious than folid, if the common 
price of corn in England be fo high, that 
other nations do not have recourſe to the 
Engliſh, except when their own harveſts 
prove bad. Now every one knows that 
to be the caſe, eſpecially with regard to 

France. | 

Wx have already obſerved, that the me- 
dium price of corn in England has been 
42 8. 3 d. ſterling per quarter, that is to ſay, 
49 livres, 12 ſols, 10 deniers French, for 
fifty ſeven years paſt: or 24 livres, 16 ſols, 
5 deniers the Paris ſetier, ſaid to weigh 
240 lb. but as ſome aſſert not above 2301b. 
The medium price of wheat in the province 
of Brie, was no more than 18 livres, 13 ſols, 
and 8 deniers for forty years, from 1706 to 
1745; notwithſtanding the famine in 1709, 
the ſcarcity in 1740 and 7 and the dear- 
neſs in 1713, 1723, 4, 5, 6, and 1739. 
Conſtquently the French begin to, ſubſiſt 
with difficulty, when forced to take corn 
from England at her common price. | 
To account for the reaſon _ — dif- 
ference in the price of the two doms, 
we muſt * recourſe to an invariable prine 
ciple. 

Tux price of wages in a nation depends 
on two things : firſt, on the expence of liv- 
ing, and ſecondly on the profits of the ſe- 
veral occupations of the people, by a ſuc- 
ceflive encreaſe of the maſs of money in- 
iroduced by foreign trade. To follow this 
reaſoning 
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reaſoning cloſely, requires ſome attention; 
but at the ſame time, nothing, perhaps, can 
be more fit to ſhew the immediate intereſt 
of each citizen in the general balance- of 
trade, and the intimate connection between 
the divers occupations of the people. 

Ar the time that England prohibited the 
exportation of corn, ſhe did not conſider 
agriculture in the light of commerce, and 
very frequently ſuffered ſcarcity : the ſub- 
fiſtence of workmen being dear, their wages 
were high in proportion. On the other 
hand, her induſtry being rivaled by few, ſhe 
gained; in a few years, very large ſums by 
her foreign trade: the money that trade pro- 
duced, being circulated amang the workmen 
employed in that induſtry, raiſed their 
wages ſtill higher in proportion to the fo- 
reign demand, and the rivalſhip or competi- 
tion of workmen. 

Wren England, more ſenſible off her 
true intereſts, began to conſider. agriculture 
as an object of commerce, ſhe found it was 
impoſſible, by reſtoring plenty of corn, to 
lower the high wages the dearneſs of pro- 
viſions had occaſioned. To animate and en- 
courage the huſbandman, it was neceſſary 
that his profeſſion too, as well as others, 
ſhould be bettered by the encreaſe of the 
national maſs of treaſure : for without that 
equilibrium, as juſt as neceſſary, the legiſla- 
tor loſt, either his men or a branch of their 


occupation. The ſtate, therefore, let the 
| lands 
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lands profit by the high price, which the 
wages of the other claſſes of people made 
corn bear. | 

Tux exportation of corn out of France, 
was never ſo free as at the time when Eng- 
land acted on oppoſite principles; wages were 
lower, and conſequently culture cheaper. 
The frequent wars ſhe has had to carry on 
ſince 1660, and the numerous armies ſhe has 
been obliged to maintain, have been thought 
ſufficient reaſons for reſtraining the expor- 
tation of corn : but that never was for any 
length of time; that uncertainty and the al- 
ternative of ſome ſcarcities kept up the 
farmer's hopes. Agriculture, however, de- 
clined in France ; for a plentiful harveſt now 
ſuffices for no more than a year and a half; 
whereas formerly it was ſufficient for two 
years, though the country was then more 
populous than it is now. But the care 
the government has always taken, by va- 
rious operations to force bread to be cheap, 
together with the goodneſs of the lands, and 
a kind of emulation ſupported and kept up 
by the alternate changes of dearneſs of corn 
and leave to export it, have in ſome mea- 
ſure prevented the riſe of wages, in propor- 
tion to the expence of living, 

On the other hand, the raiſing of the va- 
lue of money in France has been a great di- 
munition of the maſs of treaſure, which the 
balance of trade brought yearly into that 
kingdom, for which reaſon * 

an 
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arid workmen have not had, to divide an- 
nually amongſt them, a. maſs of treaſure in 
proportion to that which they began to re- 
geive at the time of the firſt epoch of the 
French commerce; nor in 1 to that 
which the Engliſh workmen had from the 
eſtabliſhment of their commerce, till the year 
768 25 
| 12 1 is, however, proper and indiſpenſably 
neceflary to ſettle an equilibrium between 
the ſeveral claſſes and various occupations of 
the ſubject. Corn is the greateſt, as well as 
the wok neceſſary product of the earth: for 
which reaſon the farmer, who raiſes corn, 
ought to reap thereby ſuch an advantage as 
will maintain him in his profeſſion, make 
him amends for the fatigue he undergoes, 
and enable him to keep as many cattle as 
his lands can feed. For this laſt part of 
farming depends on the ſucceſs of the firſt ; 
and their connection is fuch, that if one 
gives way the other feels it inſtantly. Every 
valuable thing that agriculture could bring 
into trade, is then Joſt. But this, pernici- 
ous as it is, is not the only misfortune at- 
ee a too great cheapneſs of corn, eſpe- 
if all the things are not rendered cheap 
. e farmer in the like proportion. 
Ir the lands are divided into ſmall farms, 
the farmer's wants oblige him to ſell at what- 
ever price he can, within a few months after 
hatveſt ; that price will often be ſuch as 


will not repay him What he has _— 
| * 
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with taxes and the rent of his farm. The 


owners, who have repairs to make, in pro- 


portion to the number of their farms, and 
are not paid their rents, reſolve to lay ſeve- 
ral together, in order to bring them to a leſs 
number. Every operation of that kind is a 
ſtep towards beggary, or rather the annihila- 
tion of ſeveral families in the ſtate. Even 
though ſo ineſtimable a loſs could be ſub- 
mitted. to, yet futurity does not offer any 
means of repairing it. 

Wren the lands are divided into capital 
farms, it is certain that the farmers are better 
able co advance ſums of money; and thoſe 
advances will become more burdenſome in 
proportion as corn ſhall be at a lower ebb 
of price for want of buyers. The natural 
effect of this overcharge will be, to keep 
the wages of labourers low; a conſiderable 
part of the people will be thereby condemned 
to ſuch poverty, as not to be able to con- 
ſume more than what is barely neceſſary to 
keep body and ſoul together. Even the en- 
joyment of that bare neceſſary will be pre- 
carious, in proportion to the inſtability of 
the price of the commodity, in the culture 
of which they are employed. From that 
precariouſneſs will enſue dread of marriage 
and depopulation; from depopulation and 
poverty, a chaſm in the finances. For ex- 
perience ſhews, that of two countries of the 
lame extent, the public revenue will be moſt 
conſiderable in that which is inhabited by the 

; greateſt _ 
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greateſt number of men, and who are moſt 
at their caſe. | But we have endeavoured to 
ſhew how theſe evils may be prevented ; and 
how theſe kingdoms may become as popu- 
lous as they will admit of, and every thing 
made ſo plentiful as to enable the maſs of 
the people to double their conſumption, and 
to extend the foreign traffic of the nation in 
general, ſo as to make the whole kingdom 
laſtingly proſperous and happy. This is the 
end that we would aim at, and ſhall re- 
joice, if our means may be judged adequate 
thereto, 
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DISSERTATION VI. 


Farther confiderations on the connections of 
Trade between Great Britain and Ireland 
and the Britiſh plantations. 


\ V E have ſeen in the preceding pa- 


pers, upon what plain principles of 
naural, as — as national policy, the trade 
and commerce of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the Britiſh plantations, ſhould ſeem to be 
advanced, even to what degree the wiſdom 
of the nation ſhall think fit; and when the 
ſame are really advanced to the pitch de- 
ſirable, by what means they may be main- 
tained and preſerved ; for the ſame meaſures 
that will give them the exaltation required, 
will ever after uphold and ſupport them: 
and what is founded on this ancient and ex- 
perienced maxim, carrying with it the lina- 
ments of truth, may, one day, deſerve the 
deliberate attention of the legiſlator. 
IT has been obſerved likewiſe, that it 
would be moſt for the intereſt of the nation 
in general that England, Scotland and Ire- 
land ſhould interfere as little as may be with 
each other in their eſſential articles of traffic; 
and that the polity: of our plantations in 
| America 


A 
America ſhould be conſtituted upon ſimilar 
principles as near as can be. 

Taz woollen manufacture being the great 
ſtaple of England, it will remain her ever- 
laſting intereſt to ſupport this branch as much 
as poſſible againſt all competitors, as well 
againſt any ſuch attempts to injure it cither 
in Ireland or Scotland, and the Britiſh planta- 
tions, as againſt the efforts of Franee or 
any other foreign rival to ruin it; for the 
loſs of this capital branch will firſt ruin a great 
part of the landed intereſt, and baniſh our 

woollen manufacturers out of the kingdom. 
after that the reſt of our artiſts may ſoon go 
a wool-gathering too, according to our Eng- 
lich proverb; for our woollen fabrics have 
proved a great ſupport of moſt of our other, 
by promoting their ſale in conjunction at the 
ſame time: it is by nations, as by private 
le, if they are well uſed at an old ſhop 
in one article, they will not go to a new 
for what elſe they can buy at their old. 
This is well known. to be the caſe of our 
Britiſh factories fettled abroad; one 
of goods forces the ſale of another of the 
fame nation; and therefore thoſe. factors 
ſhould have the proper aſſortments of mer- 
chandize to accommodate their cuſtomers 
with all chaſe wants, wherevith we can fup- 
| — therefore, cannot have too 
vigilant an eye over her other dominions, in 
relation to the preſervation of this — 
Ss iu Fy men 
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mental branch to herſelf; and this, indeed, 
has enabled England to 2 — all her de- 
pendent territories, and always will, whilſt 
it is duly preſerved upon the principles we 
have endeavoured to eſtabliſh in this treatiſe. 
Wherefore, it cannot be for the intereſt of 
Scotland or Ireland, or the Plantations, to 
interfere with England herein, becauſe they 
will not thereby be ſo able to ſupport them- 
ſelves and England, as England has been able to 
ſupport them; for if we ſuppoſe the woollen 
manufacture of England to be divided amonꝑſt 
them all, and the ſeat of empire transferred 
from England to either of them; would not 
this divifion of the advantage amongſt them 
weaken the power of the whole ſtate? It 
would be dangerous policy to attempt to ſhift 
this manufacture to any other part of the Bri- 
tiſh dominions, leſt, whilſt we are ſtruggling 
for it amongſt ourſelves, foreigners ſhould 
ſtep in, and deprive them all of it, Beſides, it is 
a manufacture that England has ſo long ex- 
celled in, that Ireland and Scotland being 
infant ſtates, when compared to England, 
would be ſo long before they could arrive 
to the like perfection, that the nation 
would, on that conſideration alſo, run the 
riſk of loſing the whole. It appears, there- 
fore, that it is for the intereſt of the kingdom 
in general, and conſequently for the - intereſt 
of every part, whereof the ſame is conſtituted, 
that England ſhould preſerve her woollen 
manufactures to herſelf; and to that end, 
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ſhe ſhould be no leſs watchful over Scotland 
and Ireland, than ſhe ought to be over 
France, or any other foreign ſtate that ſhall 

attempt to wreſt the ſame out of our hands. 
_ IT is not ſufficient reaſon that England 
ſhould: give up her woollen manufactury to 
Ireland or to Scotland, becauſe they may, at 
preſent, be able to work cheaper than ſhe 
can do; or becauſe that they may be able 
to ſell thoſe fabrics cheaper than our foreign 
competitors ſhall be able to do ; and this for 
reaſons already given in the former part. If, 
indeed, it was not in the power of England 
to keep and preſerve this manufacture to her- 
ſelf, to that degree at leaſt, which ſhe at pre- 
 fent poſſeſſes, ſhe ought rather chearfully to 
give it up to Ireland or Scotland, or even 
to the Britiſh plantations, than to ſuffer 
France, or other powers to engroſs it from 

the whole nation. Nabe 

BuT as we have ſhewn, that it is really in 
the power of England to afford to ſell her 
woollen, and indeed all other manufactures 
as cheap as France can do: it will certainly 
be very ill policy in England to ſuffer ſo in- 
eſtimable a commerce to be wreſted out of 

her hands, when it appears that ſhe is capa- 
ble of preſerving and greatly extending the 
ALTHOUGH Ireland abounds as well as 
England with wool no leſs good in quality 
than plenty in-quantity ; yet if England once 
becomes capable of manufacturing as cheap 
TT cM 
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as Ireland or France can do, it will be more 
for the intereſt of England to take the whole 
wool of Ireland, than for them to ſuffer 
France to have it; and they would then be 
capable of working the whole of the Iriſh 
as well as their own wool up, as we have be- 
fore ſhewn, | 

As Ireland ſhould by no means be ſuffered 
to interfere with the foreign trade of Eng- 
land in her woollens; ſo it may be beſt that 
England ſhould not, in that caſe, interfere 
with the linen manufactures, which are car- 
ried on in Ireland: ſhe ſhould, on the con- 
trary, leave that branch to the Iriſh, and en- 
courage the ſame no leſs than Ireland ſhould 
the woolen trade of England, that being 
their chief ſtaple of commodity. 

AND in regard that Scotland enjoys a con- 
ſiderable ſhare in the linen manufactures, 


and is become the ſtaple commodity of that 


kingdom alſo; this manufacture ſhould be-ſo 
divided between them and Ireland, that they 
might rather mutually promote and advance 
each other's intereſt herein, than prejudice 
either: and this they may jointly do, by eſta- 
bliſhing every ſpecies of that extenſive ma- 
nufacture amongſt them: and while they 
ſhall both leave the woollen manufactures 
wholly to England, the latter ſhould mani- 
feſt an equal regard to the linen manufacture 
of both; and more eſpecially ſo, when Ire- 
land (as we have ſhewn how that may be 
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drought about) ſhall, as well as Scotland, 
become united with England. | 

Wren all things in England become 
ſo plentiful and ſo cheap as we have endea- 
voured to render them, ſhe will of courſe 
grow more and more populous ; this will 
augment the conſumption of Scotch and Iriſh 
linen, as well as of her own woollens, in 
England: and not only ſo, but, from her 
greater cheapneſs of labour, ſhe will propor- 
tionably extend her navigation; be capable 
of making more beneficial treaties of com- 
merce with various powers, than ſubſiſt at 
preſent, and thereby will be enabled to en- 
courage the linen manufacture of Scotland 
and Ireland, as they may the exportation of 
the woollen goods of England. 

To what degree our northern Britiſh plan- 
tations may, with ſecurity to the commerce 
of their mother country, be admitted to in- 
terfere with the woollen manufactures. of 
England, or the linen of Scotland and Ire- 
land, is what may deſerve conſideration. 

Tuxsg colonies having plenty of proviſions 
amongſt themſelves, and even a large quan- 
tity for exportation, they take nothing of 
this nature but ſome Iriſh beef, butter, and 
pork, and theſe they will not want long; 
and thoſe colonies having interfered with 
Great Britain in the corn trade to ſeveral of 
her foreign markets; Great Britain and Ire- 
land can expect to receive no great benefit 
from the plantations in thoſe articles. = 

| ave 


have hitherto furniſhed them with a great 
quantity of their materials for wearing appa- 
rel, houſhold-furniture, filk, woollen and 
linen manufactures ; but if they ſhould eſta- 
bliſh the woollen and linen manufactures 
amongſt themſelves, and encourage every 
other ſpecies of artificers to ſettle amongſt 
them, our plantations may, at length, prove 
detrimental, inſtead of beneficial to the three 


| kingdoms. 


IF it ſhould be deemed good policy in 
Great Britain to ſuffer her northern colonies 
to ſupply themſelves totally with all wear- 
ables, and all furniture, as well as all kinds of 
proviſions z may not this prove a preparatory - 


ſtep towards their becoming capable of ſup- 


plying other nations herewith ; unleſs they 
are kept under ſuch proper reſtrictions as 
may prevent thoſe injuries to their mother 
country, as well as to Scotland and Ire- 
land ? | | £ £ 

Tur primary eſtabliſhment of theſe colo- 
nies was intended principally for the buſineſs 
of planting, not for that of manufacturing. 


However wiſe and neceflary it may be to in- 


dulge them in ſome degree in the latter; 
yet the natural conſequence thereof, ſhould 
be effectually guarded againſt for the benefit 
of the whole nation; for we well know, that 
the habit of manufacturing in a few capital ar- 


ticles, will beget that in more; handicraft- 


men in one branch of manufactural and me- 


chanical bufineſs beget others; and as the 
L 
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neceſſaries of life, and the price of labour 
are likely to grow cheaper and cheaper a- 
mongſt them, ſhould we not keep a ſtrict 
eye, that the infant is not reared in a way, 
which may prove detrimental, and at length 
ruinous to the intereſt of her parent ? W hile 
thoſe colonies ſhall not be capable of manu- 
facturing ſo cheap as Great Britain and Ire- 
land, it will remain their intereſt rather to 
take what they have been wont to do of them: 
but ſo ſoon as they ſhal: be able to furniſh 
themſelves equally cheap, we muſt expect to 
loſe all that exportation: and if they are per- 
mitted to go thoſe lengths, it is eaſy to judge 
what farther ſtrides they will attempt to go, 
unleſs they are duly reſtrained in their career 
of manufacturing, by the n of the 
Britiſh legiſlature. 
We have permitted them to make pig 
and ſow iron; and we have imported great 
quantities thereof; and now, it ſeems, they 
are to be permitted to manufacture bar iron 
for us, there being a bill now depending in 
parliament to give them that toleration, and 
to import the ſame duty free. This may 
1 a neceſſary temporary indulgence, per- 
aps, becauſe we are not able at preſent to 
ſupply ourſelves with a ſufficiehcy of good 
bar iron; and, therefore, are under the neceſ- 
ſity of importing the ame from Sweden and 
Ruſſia, &c. What may farther render a 
meaſure of this kind eligible is; that the ba- 
lance of trade between Great 50 _ 
| uſſia, 


row? 


Ruſſia, and her and Sweden, are much to the 
diſadvantage of the former ; and therefore, 
if the cannot furniſh herſelf with a part of 
her imports from thoſe countries, it may ap- 
r wiſer to encourage her colonies to ſup- 
ply her with the ſame. 

CzRTAIN it is, that the wafte and deſtruo- 
tion of the woods in Warwick, Stafford, 
"Worceſter, Hereford, Monmouth, Gloceſ- 
ter, Glamor Pembroke, Shropſhire, and 
Suſſex, by — iron-works, is ſcarce to be 
imagined. The ſcarcity of wood is thereby 
grown ſo great, that where cord wood has 
been ſold at five and fix ſhillings per cord, it 
is now riſen to upwards of twelve or four- 
teen ſhillings ; and in ſome places is all con- 
ſumed.— It is neceſſary, therefore, to preſerve 
our timber from theſe conſuming furnaces, 
leſt they ſhould lay hold of our oak. 

Wirnim theſe ſeventy or eighty years, 
Ireland was better ſtored with oak-timber 
than England; but ſeverat gentlemen from 
England, as well as in Ireland ſetting up 
iron-works, they, in few years ſwept away 
the wood to ſuch degree, that they have had 
even a ſcarcity of ſmall ſtuff to produce bark 
for their tanning ; nor ſcarce timber for their 
ordinary occaſions. So great has been their 
_ that they have been obliged to ſend 
to England, and elſewhere for bark, and to 
Norway, &c. for building- timber, and to 
ſuffer their large hides to be exported to Hol- 
land, Germany, and Flanders, where, to 4 
N | L 4 great 
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great loſs in that manufactory, they have 
been tanned. 

Ix the quantities of bar iron, of which 
Great Britain and Ireland ſtand in need, 
could be manufactured with any ſpecies of 
our pit-coal ; or with one half of that, and 
the other half of wood fuel acting in con- 
junction, by the proper application of heat; 
we might, perhaps, be able to ſupply our- 
ſelves, if not with the whole, at leaſt, with 
a conſiderable proportion thereof, and the 
reſidue might be. furniſhed by. our colonies: 
but, if we ſhould not have wood lands ſuf- 
ficient to ſupply the half, and the art of ma- 
nufacturing the ſame from the ore to the 
bar could be done with any ſpecies. of our 
pit-coal alone, it would prove a very valu- 
able diſcovery to this nation: and ſhould not 
this have been effectually tried, before we 
had been ſo long obliged to take foreign iron; 
or before we made the attempt to transfer this 
manufacture wholly to our plantations; which 
in its conſequences, may prove no leſs hurtful 
to Great Britain and Ireland than the import- 
ing of bar iron from Ruſſia, Sweden, and Spain? 
Ix order to have had the poſſibility 
of 1 bar iron with pit- coal effectually 
tried: ſuppoſing the —— had offered a 
lic reward to — ed people to 
ver been at the expence of making experi- 
ments of this nature; the diſcovery might 
probably have been — long before this 
time ; for I do not e, 
any 
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any body to have demonſtrated the ms 
bility thereof à priori. This is the way to 
bring to light the diſcovery'of all praRticable 
deſiderata for the public intereſt ; and this in 
particular, (ſince ſuch a diſcovery cannot be 
carried -into execution in great works, with- 
out being known to every one): becauſe 
that a common patent, in a manufacture 
of this kind, is more liable to be invaded 
and violated, than ſome of a different na- 
ture, by others who would envy ſo great, and 
ſo lucrative a diſcove 

Bor to reſume our er pere on the 
plantations. 

CoLoNIEs ou ght never to forget what 
they owe to their mother country, in return for 
the proſperity and riches they enjoy. Their 
gratitude in that reſpect, and the duty they 
owe, indiſpenſably oblige them to be imme- 
diately dependant on their original parent, and 
to make their intereſt ſubſervient thereunto. 
Thoteffect of that intereſt, and of that de- 
pendancy will be, to procure the mother 
country : (1) a greater conſumption of the 
productions of her lands: (2) occupation 
for a greater number of the manufacturers, 
artizans, fiſhermen and ſeamen : (3) a greater 
728 of ſuch 22 as ſhe wants: 
(4) a greater ſupe uity, where with to ſup- 
ply other people. 

From the end of the eftabliſhment of 
colonies, reſult two kinds of prohibitions. 
n. It is a law founded on the very * 
colo- 
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colonies, that they ought to have no cul. 
ture or arts, wherein to rival the arts and 
culture of their parent country. For which 
reaſon, a colony, incapable of producing any 
other commodities than thoſe produced by 
it's mother country, would be more dan- 
gerous than uſeful: it would be proper to 
call home it's inhabitants and give it up. 
',  SBCONDLFY, Colonies cannot in juſtice con- 
ſume. foreign commodities, with an equiva- 
lent for which their mother country conſents 
to ſupply them; nor (ell to foreigners ſuch of 
their own eommodities as their mother coun- 
try conſents to receive. Every infringement of 
thoſe laws is a real, though too common, 
of the mother — labourers, 
workmen and ſeamen, in order to enrich the 
ſame claſſes of men belonging to rival na- 
tions, who will ſooner or later take advan- 
tage of it againſt-thoſe very colonies. Every 
police that winkes at, or through indolence 
tolerates fuch abuſes, or that leaves ſomo norts 
the means of contrary to the firſt de- 
ſign and intent of nen of colonies, 
e deſtructive of the trade and riches of a 
The true bulwarks of colonies dur- 
— war, are likewiſe the bulwarks of their 
trade in times of peace. 

From theſe principles i it Gallons; that co- 
lonies are deſigned for culture only; and that 
tho navigation occaſioned by that culture, be- 
longs to the ſeamen of the mother country. 
This, maxim cannot be conteſted ;\ _ 
wou 
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would be better to enforce it with rigour, 
than to ſuffer it to be too much deviated 
from by over great e e een 
meaus. 

'TrosE kn require, in order-to flou . 
riſh, three kinds of navigation; which may 
be reſtrained as occaſion requires, either-by 


being limited to ang | mma or hn 
the quantity of goods ſhipped oft 
Tux firſt kind of navigation uſeful, and 
even neceſſary to colonies, is their coaſting 
trade. It is productive of a greater commu- 
nication between every part; and conſe- 
quently of a greater rivalſhip either of huy- 
ers or of ſellers, each of which is equally 
favourable to culture and commerce. It eaſes 
the ſhip's crews that arrive from Europe, and 
by degrees accuſtoms a nation to fail with 
fewer Hands: but ſuch a thing muſt be the 
fruit of time, freedom and encourag 

Tux ſecond kind of navigation uſeful in 
colonies, is that which enables them to carry 
to each ther the cominoditics of which they 
are in mutual want; and with which the h 
mother country cannot ſupply them. 
Tur navigation may, however, be per- 
formed more advan by the mother 
country's ſhips, if the intereſt of money be low 
enough there to fit out chips for long voyages 
at a moderate expenee. 

Tur third branch of na ion uſeful 
in colonies, is that which they carry on with 
9 — to ſupply them only with 

com- 
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commodities of the product of their mother 
country, or of their own growth not admit- 
ted by their mother country at home, tho 
allowed in the colonies for prudential reaſons, 
If thoſe exportations conſiſt in other com- 
modities; or if the returns for them do not 
conſiſt in money, cattle, or commodities of 
which the mother country is in want, the 
hters of the ſhip, as well as it's crew 
—_ to be puniſhed. It is always eaſy to 
make proper examples, whenever a ſtate is ſe- 
inclined to ſet about it. 

Tus three branches of navigation ſeem 

to be the only ones that colonies ſhould be 
permitted to carry on; and thoſe under ſuch 
reſtrictions and limitations as the circum- 
ſtances of things require. It ſhould likewiſe 
ſeem advantageous to oblige them to employ 
à certain 1 ſlaves 3 ſhips, in 
proportion to tonn hoſe ſhips; 
that the mother — not: loſe fight 
too long of ſo great a number of ſeamen, 
and that the price of their wages n not be 
enhanced too much. Such a regulation 
would, at the ſame time, encreaſe the Afri- 
can trade, and the ſtrength of che colonies, 
either for attack ing or defending. 
Tx four ends intended by the cit: 
bliſhment of colonies, can never be anſwer- 
ed, but in proportion-to their 1 
e cultivation. . Butch 
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To provide with certainty for their po- 
puloattely it is neceſſary that the firſt ſettle- 
ment be made at the expence of the ſtate. 
who founds the colony: that is to fay, ſuch 
ſtate muſt furniſh ſhips to carry the firſt in- 
habitants thither, and ſupply them with pro- 
viſions, clothes, utenſils, and ſlaves; inheri- 
tances muſt be divided equally between the 
children, in order to fix there the greateſt 
number poflible of inhabitants by the ſubdi- 
viſion of fortunes. It is likewiſe equally ne- 
ceflary, that the condition of the inhabitants 
be eaſy and comfortable, to make them 
amends for their labour and fidelity. For 
which reaſon, wiſe nations draw from their 
colonies, when once eſtabliſhed, no more 
than what defrays the expence of forts and 
garriſons; and ſometimes are content with 
the general advantage of trade only. 

IT would be acting contrary to the very 
intent of colonies, to Kale them by depo 
lating their mother country. Spain only ha 
experienced that misfortune, becauſe the 
greateſt part of it's inhabitants had neither 
occupation nor eaſe at home: tho”, as Sir Jo- 
fiah Child very juſtly obſerves, the inquiſi- 
tion has contributed more to depopulate that 
monarchy, than all it's vaſt ſettlements in 
either Indies. Other nations have ſent, from 
time to time, their ſuperfluous hands, or ſuch 
as were a burden to ſociety, to their colo- 
nies, There is, however, a poſſibility of co- 
lonies being too populous: that would be — 

e 


11381 
enſe if there was in them a number of idle 
mien (for there ſhould be none ſuch in a co- 
lony) or a number of men of which the 
mother country ſhould feel the want, There 
may, therefore, becireumſtances, under which 
it-would be proper to prevent the inhabitants 
of the mother country from going to ſettle 
whenever they pleaſed in the colonies in ge- 
neral, or in any one in particular. It would 
likewiſe be very proper in ſome caſes, to ſend 
ſuch as are willing to go, from one colony, 
where fortunes begin to grow rare, to another 
leſs adyanced and flouriſhing. 

Ir is not enough that a colony be ſo 
as to be ſcreened from inſults ; but 

is farther neceflary that the generality of 
the inhabitants (ſhould, apply to the firſt in- 
tent of their ſettlement ; that is to the cul- 
ture of the lands: for if they turned inter- 
lapers and applied to that branch of trade 
hee as the profits attending it are always 
ious, the —— would acquire 
5 and even, if the 
whole, the mother 
"loſer in the occupa- 
tion of = por for gold, filver, and 
- precious Rones do not occaſion a great navi- 


gation between the mother country and her 


colonies, nor between: her and other nations; 
whereas the like value in ſugar, indigo, cof- 
_ ee, cotton, tobacco, filk, rice, pitch, tar 
- and furs, commodities whereof part is 4 
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ported, will maintain a vaſt number of ſea- 
men, ſhipwrights, &c. | 
CoLoNifs, as we have already ſaid, are 
intended for cultivation ; for which reaſon 
thoſe ,of the inhabitants, who apply to it 


ought to be molt diſtinguiſhed, becauſe they 
are moſt uſeful. It is likewiſe juſt, that they 
ſhould enjoy in their mother country, ſore 
prerogative ; which by encouraging ſhould in- 
vite them thither from time to time, and fa- 
cilitate marriages and alliances with them, in 
order to perpetuate the common bonds of 
union. 

THE main ſpring of that cults is trade; 
and the activity of trade depends on the come 
petition or rivalſhip of merchants. Their 
ambition will always afford the planter 
aſſiſtance, and will make his productions bear 
a higher price, than would any excluſive 
company : which, by being excluſive, would 
be able to command the prices of whatever 
was bought ar ſold, and the conditions of 
payment ; not to ſpeak of the odious tricks 
and vexations practiſed by the clerks and ſer- 
vants of ſuch companies, without the know- 
ledge of their maſters. No plantation co- 
lony ever yet did, nor ever will thrive under 

ſuch management. 
- PxzgnTy ef conſumption is the only 
means of re culture profitable; from 


it's profits ariſes rivelſhip of cultivators; from 
= rivalſhip, lowneſs 2 price of a commo- 
dity ; and from the lowneſs of price of a 

com- 


in the means of eluding all 


[ 160 4 
cnt; proceeds ſuperior in that 
branch of trade. per N 


To procure a plentiful conſurn ion of 
the productions of por mark even — dear, 
the mother country forbids the i importation of 
foreign commodities of the ſame kind, in or- 
der to prevent the rivalſhip that would reſult 
from them. The beſt method that can be 


taken to eſtabliſh that equilibrium, is to grant 


on the importation of thoſe commodities of 
the growth of the colonies, ſuch a bounty 
as may cnable the merchants to ſell them 
cheaper than other. nations can. 
* MORE natural way ſhould ſeem to be, 
ibit the uſe of ſuch foreign commo- 
ink, or to raiſe the duties on them in pro- 
: but two great inconveniencies at- 
tend that method: firſt, it is not ſure of ſuc- 
ceeding ; men will be tempted to ſmuggle 
whenever the profit ſurpaſſes the riſk ; and 
that riſk conſiſts leſs in the puniſhment, than 
rquiſitions : 
Secondly, that method may be diſpleaſing to 
foreign nations and afford them a pretence 
cither to prohibit, or at leaſt to raiſe on their 
fide, the duties on the commodities of the 
mother country. 

NAaT1oNns who underſtand trade are, 
therefore, ſatisfied with granting a bounty 
till the commodity can do without it. Boun- 
ties are in fact no more than a ſubdiviſion 


"_ — the * of a part of the 
profits, 


11611 
profits, which the ſtate receives from the 
daily encreaſe of their riches. | 
Fo this evident maxim, and thoſe we 
before laid down, follows the neceſſity of 
prohibiting in a colony the importation of all 
commodities of foreign growth, which either 
that colony, or any others belonging to the 
mother country, may have undertaken to 
raiſe. It is plain that it would be diſcourag- 
ing the inhabitants to carry them cheap car- 
goes of a commodity, which they themſelves 
are raiſing at a great expence, . 


= 


Tur views of the mother country ought 
to. extend beyond her own conſumption : 
her affiſtance is indiſpenſably neceſſary, until 
the foreign conſumption be thoroughly eſta- 
bliſhed. - That muſt be by obtaining the 
preference' of foreigners, who, to give that 
preference, ' muſt find their account in the 
cheapneſs of the commodity. | 

Ix is, therefore, always on the prices of 
rival nations that the . or dures 
whenever the commodity is able to bear any, 
ought to be regulated, wes 
Ir's | lowneſs of price will likewiſe de- 
pend on the cheapneſs of negroes, freight, 
and intereſt of money; all which are the ef- 
fects of the rivalſhip of merchants ; and like- 
wiſe on the not leſs eſſential rivalſhip of ſel- 
lers. For it is the price of the returns of the 
colonies, © which conſtitutes the profits of 
thoſe who trade thither. Foreigners, to 
whom the mother country re-exports the 
Yor, I, M com- 
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commodities of her colonies, look on them 
as ſuperfluities, and are not eaſily induced to 
give an additional value for them: or, to 
ſpeak more. properly, it is the conſumer of 
an article of luxury Who ve it it's price, 
If the encreaſe of price # ee in 
colonies, be a conſequence of the common 
reyolutions of trade, of ſcarcity, or of plen- 
ty, it can be of no long duration; the equi- 
librium. will, ſoon return of it's own accord. 


But if that encreaſe ſhould proceed from want 


of rivalſhip in the. ſellers; * which, would 
have the ſame effect, from a rivalſhi of, con- 
traband. buyers Or interlopers, a ceſſation of. 


trade, and the ruin of the merchants would 


be the incvitable. conſequence. 

IT. abſolutely. follows, that tolls, ſervi- 
tudes, and all regulations tending to promote 
excluſions, of any kind in a colony, muſt hurt 
the culture of that colony, and cobſequently 
the riches of the mother county. Small in- 
conveniencies, at firſt neglected, and thereby 
multiplied, have often; brought on the unex- 
pected ruin of once very flouriſhing branches 
of. trade. In proportion as the. price of 2 


*2 commodity riſes. to certain degree, the pro- 


fit tempts other nations, or enables them to 
compete in what they before did not dare to 
hazard. Their welche leſſens the price in- 
ſenſibly; ; that. diminution of price is ſome- 
times on a ſudden ſuch; that the people, with 
whom the price of labour is deareſt, are un- 
able N it, * therefore Wal. bags 
anc 
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branch of trade, of which it's rivals poſſeſs 
themſelves for erer. 

FroM this truth, of which all that have 
any Knowledge” of 'men arid paſt events 
cannot but be ſenſible, muſt be inferred, that 
whatever tends to leſſen the price at which 
the commodities of a colony can be afforded 
to foreigners, encreaſes the conſumption of 
thoſe commodities, diſcourages rival nations, 
and multiplies every day the riches and 
branches of occu Ia of the mother country 
who ſells cheape 

TI fealon may even render neceſſary 
ſome abuſes, if they are of long ſtanding, The 
n fon certainly committed, a great fault 
in ing ſugar to be refined in the colonies 
where it 57 . Tbe Engliſh, has been juſtly 
_ ed with. ſetting an example of ſeveral 

ſteps taken with regard to colonies: 
that is one: for they were the firſt who be- 
gan to refine ſugars at St. Chriſtophers. If, 
France had then forbid her colonies doing the 
ſame, and had granted bounties or exem 
tions from duties to make them amends; 
would not the leſs enjoy now a Aer in in 
the ſugar trade, and would conſtantly have 
employed in'that branch of navigation a third 
more than ſhe has done of ſhips and ſailors, 
not to ſpeak k of other advantages, which 
ſhe would have thereby obtained. It would 
be imprudent now to ſtop the progreſs of 
thoſe ſugar works, until the lowneſs of 
freight and diminution of duties compenſate 
3 for 
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for the difference ; for men cannot, without be- 
ing difcouraged, bear to be deprived of a pro- 
fit they have been uſed to, and which 1s there- 
by become wii ag! to them. It is true, 
that it is always in the power of a ſtate, by 
raiſing or lowering the duties, to eſtabliſh, 
either an equilibrium or a preference in it's 
own commodities, without having recourſe 
to prohibitions or coercive means. 1 
Tur. progreſs of natural hiſtory, and of 
cheap experiments, are very fit to improve 
the culture of colonies, and thereby to en- 
creaſe their utility. It would be wrong in 
any body to imagine he has at once hit upon 
the beſt method either of cultivating his lands, 
or preparing their productions. The firſt in- 
habitants of colonies have ſeldom been great 
naturaliſts, and their ſucceſſors have been 
content to grow rich by following the me- 
thods practiſed by their anceſtors. It is like- 
wiſe probable, that the properties of all thoſe 
lands are not known, and that it would not 
be impoſſible to multiply their ſpecies of 
productions. The ſame latitude, and fame 
climate ſhould give one great room to expect 
the ſame kinds and qualities of earth, and to 
be able to procure ſeyeral commodities, 
which ſome countries only are thought to 
produce ; if proper care was but taken to try 
experiments. What a fund of riches would 
that nation poſſeſs, who ſhould be able to 
draw from her colonies cochineal, ſpices, pot- 
aſh; hemp, flax, filk, and what elſe it ug. 
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ſtand in need of for it's manufactures in par- 
ticular. 

LASTLY, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
the culture of the colonies will become more 
and more precious, in proportion to the en- 
creaſe of ingenious labour in the ſeveral parts 
of Europe. Workmen and failors will find 
no chaſm in their ſeveral occupations, if the 
inhabitants of the colonies, enriched by the 
culture of them, are enabled to conſume 
more. Thoſe workmen and failors will re- 
ceive their hire in commodities, of which the 
value will be paid by foreigners. That, and 
the national culture together, will, by de- 
grees, become the ſole meaſure of the balance 
of trade. 

HrrHERTO we have ſpoken only of the 
culture of colonies, and the preference that 
culture is intitled to as being the firſt intent 
of the eſtabliſhment of colonies; and be- 
cauſe, without it, their ſecond intent, trade, 
could not take effect. 

BuT it ought never to be forgotten, 
even for a moment, that in ſeeking to fulfil 
this firſt intent, the ſecond was the chief, and 
moſt eſſential thing i in view ; and that with- 
out the ſecond, the firſt could never have at- 
tained perfection. For without trade, the 
commodities would have had no value; nor 
would the lands have been cultivated for want 
of ſlaves and credit. 

Two conſequences reſult from this truth. 

M 3 FiRsT, 
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FigsrT, if the original laws made to pro- 


mote the cultivation of a colony are become 
detrimental to trade, it is neceſſary to alter 
or correct them, by ſome new regulation, 
whereby the abuſe may be prevented. For 
it is of importance to a mother country, that 
the trade of her colonies be advantageous to 
her; and that it cannot be, if thoſe who carry 
it on are not ſecure in it. N 
Disrorxs in trade are of the ſame na- 
ture in the colonies, with thoſe which ariſe 
in the mother country: the intereſts of trade 
cannot be ſupported in any place whatever, 
without a thorough knowledge of the parti- 
cular details relating to it, and the practical 
ways and means of carrying the ſame on. 
For which reaſon, conſuls in the trading 
towns of thoſe colonies, and repreſentatives 
of thoſe towns in their mother country, are a 
very proper means of eſtabliſhing the neceſ- 
fary equilibrium between their culture and 
their trade, r 
Ascom conſequence is, that this per- 
fect equilibrium is equally neceſſary for the 
preſervation of culture and of trade. The 
culture could not, without ingratitude, diſown 
the endeavour of trade to add to it's perfec- 
tion: nor could, without the continuance of 
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that ame trade, be able to ſupport itfelf, On 
the other hand, trade owes the greateſt part 
of it's riches to culture, and ſtands in need of 
it, in order likewiſe to preſerve itſelf. The 

R pam 


£ = 


[ 167 ] 
lanter and merchant in the colonies, cannot 
too thoroughly convinced, that their mu- 
- tual ſucceſs depends on their harmony. 

Whatever hurts trade, is, in the end, de- 
ſtructive of culture; though the latter may 
have ſeemed to be a gainer for ſome ſhort 
time: if the culture be prejudiced, trade 
muſt inſenſibly ſhare it slolle 


DISSERTATION VII. 

Q ſuch production, manufattures, and trades, 
as England, Scotland, Ireland, and the 
Britiſh plantations ſhould chiefly cultivate ; 
in order to rival and compete with foreign 
nations, and not with each other ; and ſome 


meaſures neceſſary to be taken for the proſpe- 
rity of the commerce and navigation of all. 


Y breaking up and cultivating the quan- 
tity of land in England, which has been 
confidered in the courſe of thefe diſſertations, 
ſhe can never ſtand in need of grain of any 
kind, either for home-conſumption, or for- 
eign exportation; if public granaries ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed, and properly regulated, as has 
been recommended, in conſequence of what 
'we have urged. A ſteddy purſuit of the ſame 
mealutes with regard to-paſture will likewiſe 
amply ſupply this part of the kingdom, with 
cattle of every ſpecies requiſite for the ſup- 
port and maintenance of the people, accord- 
ing to their natural encreaſe ; which muſt en- 
ſue from the enjoyment of that general plenty 
amongſt them, which we ſhall endeavour to 
promote; the like practices being duly re- 
garded 
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garded in Scotland and Ireland, as well as 
| the Britiſh e will not — furniſh the 


as may pl att want them. 

Tux three kingdoms, and her 3 9 5 
being thus capable of ſupplying themſelves 
_ with all things abſolutely neceſſary from their 
reſpective lands, they will not ſtand in need 
of the aſſiſtance of each other in this re- 
. ber n England will have as little occaſion 

or the Scotch or Iriſh cattle, as thoſe coun- 
tries will have for her grain; and which of 
the three ſhall enjoy the greateſt plenty, and 
be able to afford to ſell the cheapeſt, will gain 
the advantage of ſelling their productions to 
ſoreign ſtates. The Britiſh northern plantations 
would alſo enjoy a ſhare in the ſupply, not 
only in our own iſland colonies, but occa- 
ſionally of foreign countries; but that ſhould 
be done upon thoſe principles of national po- 
licy, which we have before urged, in rela- 
tion to the ſtrict ſubſerviency of colonies to - 
their parent ſtate. 

IT will be next neceflary to conſider what 
other eſſentials this kingdom ſtands in need 
of, wherewith ſhe may be furniſhed by the 
propoſed land: improvements. And the firſt 
I ſhall take notice of is the article of timber, 
which has been frequently recommended to 
little purpoſe; and certainly is of no ſmall 
importance 
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importance to the trade and navigation of 
this kingdom to render timber ſo plentiful, 
that we may, in conjunction with the other 
advantages we would labour to obtain, be 
enabled to build our ſhi zi as cheap as — 
are remarkably good; that no nation may be 
able to ſail for eis freights than the Engliſh : 
if this be ſufficiently done, and labour ren- 
dered as cheap as has been obſerved, Ir. 
may be buile for a third leſs than they at 
nt are. Will not this occaſion the 
building of numbers more than is now done; 

y abundance of more people i in variety 
of trades, beſides encreaſing our navigating- 
carriage, as well for the account of foreigners 
as of ourſelyes ? As the wealth of this nation 
ſo greatly depends on its maritime affairs, 
does not alſo its chief ſtrength on its royal 
navy ? If timber be made very plentiful, and 
labour cheap, may not a man. of war be 
built proportionably cheaper than at preſent ? 
Would it not prove greatly to the benefit of 
the kingdom, if we could raiſe double the 

ee of naval ſtrength we have, and man 
and fit the fame for ſea for the fame expence 
we are now at for that purpoſe ? That we 
may be able to effect this is certain, if our 
land- improvements are carried to the length 

they will ſo eaſily admit of. 

I is ſomething very ſtrange, methinks, that 
gentlemen ſhould be backward and ſupine 
with reſpect to their own advantage, and 
that of their families, by neglecting to 4 
timber. 
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timber. But ſo it is, that even laws to 
gblige them ſo to do, have proved ineffectual. 
Does this proceed from the riſe of rents of 
late years; or to an unnatural and unjuſtifi- 
| able negleR of poſterity, as timber-planting re- 
gards them more than ourſelves? Will not this 
unaccountable behaviour in our gentry, toge- 
ther with the devouring iron furnaces, render 
the kingdom incapable of ſupplying itſelf with 
timber ſufficient for the fleets of England? 
When gentlemen are diſtreſſed for money by 
enon-payment of rents, or from other cauſes, 
then we find the felling of what timber we have 
forwards ; and, for a ſpirt, ſhall make 
timber reaſonable ; but it is ſcarce and dear 
in the general with us; and we are too much 
ſupplied from other nations : which is cer- 
tainly impolitic, when we have no occaſion 
for their aid. If our laws to enforce the 
planting of timber are deficient, let them be 

made effectual, and be effectually executed. 
ALL lands that are infertile, or not ſo fit 
for cultivation; alſo waſte lands, as far as 
practicable, ſhould be well planted with 
timber. Hedge timber, we know, is gene- 
rally the ſtrongeſt, though not ſo ſtreight as 
that in woods: and its growth in hedges is 
alſo much quicker: and if waſte lands were 
properly managed and planted, they might 
be made to afford ſufficient timber of quick 
growth for our naval as well as other build- 
ing purpoſes. If we neglect this policy, we 
muſt be content, not only to ſee the ſhips 
| of 


[ 172 ] 


of other nations the principal catriers of the. 
world, but to employ many ſhips ourſelves® 
which are not built in this kingdom. When 
we might be capable of amply ſupplying 
ourſelves with all the timber we ſtand in 
need of for home building likewiſe, is it not 
extraordinary that we ſhould import ſuch 
immenſe quantities from Norway, and Swe- 
den, at the expence too of our current ſpecie, 
and the encreaſe of the navigation of other 
potentates ; the Danes and Swedes bringing 
their timber in their own large ſhips built 
for that purpoſe ? | | 
BuT if neither England, Scotland, nor 
Ireland ſhould ever, even by their conjoined 
aid, be brought to afford us timber ſufficient 
for our maritime, as well as every other occa- 
ſion; yet it is not to be doubted but our 
plantations will; for we may import what 
we cannot raiſe in the three kingdoms, from 
New England, Nova Scotia, and Newfound- 
land, if proper care is there, taken for that 
purpoſe. And then here ſhould be always 
provided and laid ready in proper places great 
uantities of timber; and care ſhould be ta- 
ken that bulky ſhips ſhould be built and load- 
ed therewith in a few days. 

Bor even our heath-ground in England 
would do well for timber-plantations, as 
Mr. Bradley obſerves : though it may be dif- 
ficult to incloſe, yet, to overcome ſuch dif- 
ficulty, it might be eligible, perhaps, to 
ſummon the poor of the pariſh, who have 
chicfly 
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chiefly the right of commoning, and parcel 


out ſuch lands in as many lots as there are 
perſons, who can: juſtly claim a right to it; 
and then the choice amongſt them, of the 
reſpective parcels of land to be made by bal- 
loting ; or elſe let them chuſe according to 
their. ſeniority, or the length of time that 
each of them, or their families, have been 
inhabitants of the pariſh. By this means 
eyery one of theſe poor people would find 
matter of employment, and become poſſeſ- 
ſors of land, which they might juſtly call 
their own, and thereby have encouragement 
to cultivate and improve it; theſe people ſtill 
remaining tributaty to the lord of the manor, 
in proportion to the value of ſuch lands as 
they hold, and to be obliged alſo to plant a 
certain number: of ſuch trees of timber as 
the land will beſt nouriſh; Hereby many 
of the poor, which, at preſent, are a dead 
weight on pariſhes, may be rendered uſeful 
to the public, and live in a contented ſtate, 
enjoying every man his own right, without 
encroachment from his neighbours, or being 
ſubject, as the commoners now are, to have 
the benefit run only in a few hands; while, 
perhaps, thoſe who have the greateſt right 

ave. hardly paſture enough for ſix ſheep, 
when others find ſubſiſtence for two or three in 
hundred. Our heath- lands in England. | 
which at preſent ſcarcely yield food enough for 
ſheep, and are of no other uſe, might be cul- 
FR for the propagating of fir-trees, which 

arg 
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are of quick growth, uſeful,” and agree well 
with fuch a ſoil! © Hes em 
AxNoTHER Way, which might tend to the 
improvement of timber, would be by obliging 
_ tenant, at the renewing of his leaſe, 
to plant certain nuinber of trees at his own 
expence. Whefe any conſiderable plantation 
happens to be made, a ſtone might be ſet up, 
with an inſcription, denoting the year, the 
ſeaſon, and by whom planted; that it might 
be an inſtructiom to poſterity how long ſuch 
ttees had been growing, to Rades the ſum 
be then ſold for, and inform the 
3 of the perſonꝰs name, who' had ſo 
wiſely the foreſight to provide ſot him 
CAATE V foils will be productive of good 
timber; ſuch as we obſerve; for the moſt 
part, on galiſtur y plain and the waſte grounds 
about Newmbktket; and it is ſtrangb, con- 
fitering the fcarcity of timber: ane even 
— in':thoſe countries, that no body 


has yrt begun planting thereabouts; eſpeci- 


ally ſince we have ſo man inſtances of | hills 
and lands of the ſame kind” of chalk in 
Berkſhire, Oxfordſhire, Buckinghamſhire, &c. 


 which--are covered with trees, as well for 


timber as fire wood: We there find the 
beech is natural to that kind df ſbil; and 
im ſome the Engliſh cheſnut thrives 
end well, and the oak indifferently; büt 

_ thay wü, vw tent 
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KD balance we pay in;money to Norway 
weden for timber, iron, &c.. over and 
above what they take from. us, is not leſs 


than 350, cop l. per annum; w which is an 


outgoing well deſeryes our conſideration. 

80 ele neglectfuh have we been in 
the. article of. wood-planting, that we are 
quite unacquainted with any Ipecies of woods 
chat would grow in our climate, except ſuch 
as have ehe 2 it were, wildely and ſpon- 
tancouſly, ot thoſe. ſoils. that will pro- 
duce in 3 ie oak and the walnut-tree, 
promiſe fair to afford various other ſtrong and 
beautiful woods for an infinite variety of, uſes? 
Are we; yet. Fell inftruged in the divers 
kinds of i waods. that our lands; wauld, afford. 
for. the art of dying? Though, the time of 


growth required for; thoſe hard colourable 
woods, i eine ie maybe longer than. 


in 
in ſomę ot ath rs; that ſhould no more diſgou- 
rage their plantation than thoſe of oak. It 
would be. little expence egen Emes to try 
experiments for the raiſing gf fine waeds :, 
ſugcels would amply recompence their atten - 
tion. All, high · colgured woods heing more 
durable, 2 as“ well as more beautiful than fir, 
= would, become much uſed in the-iafide 
work of all houſebuilding, and in- various. 
ſpecies of cabinet and other mechanical 
works; and therefore would prove very — 
crative 4n.cultivating by out gent. 
1 naver.often- 3 our deſolate 
10 Barren nid, with an ye, of concern, con- 
ſidering 
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fidering how much we were, at the ſame 
time, deholden to diſtant nations for thoſe 
commodities, which might with care be cul-' 
tivated in our G π˖· Zr couhtry 3 and which 
might turn to conſiderable private as well as 
public” benefit. Experience nas fhewyn,. that 
there is no ground of a foil ſo barren, but it may, 
by mixing with other foils, and by {kilful and 
induſtrious management with proper manures, 
be made to produce all forts of grain, and ſeeds, 
as well as all ſorts of plants and trees, which are 
for the ufe of man; according to the 
ſeveral climates wherein they live: And; there 
fore; we have found it very practicable to raiſe 

flax and hemp in Great Britain and Ireland; 
and certainly iſs articles are capable of far 
greater im provement than they have hitherto 
arrived at in this kingdom. But whatever 
we are deficient in may be ſupplied by our 
plantations; and, therefore, it ip ihpardon- 
able in a nation to want tie things that 
are ſo effential; when the Vrait⸗ them 
within themſelves; Seel l l Io, when the 
artiele of hemp, flax linen; Thread., acc, cam- 
brics la wns, linen from Ruffis, -Schal Switzer." 
land, Hamburgh, and Bremen, def not coſt 
the tation fo httle av a million and à Half a 
year, 'notwithſtanding: our domeſtic improve 
ments in the linen manufactures in Ifeland 
and Sedtland. | Theſe things have been often 
recommended bythepublic ſpirited: and when 

wien ſo little regard 1 been had thereto, 
in 3 to what there ought to _ | 
en; 
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been; when our debts and jncumbrances malo 
it ſo neceſſary; when the rivalſhip of other 
ſtates in trade are daily encroaching on us; 
and when wars make it neceſſary to fave every 
national out- going expence that we can: is it 
not unaccountable, that we ſhould oyerlook 
any advantage within our reach ? 

WHATEVER materials for our capital ma- 
nufactures we ſhall not be capable of railing 
amongſt ourſelves, we may eaſily do by wiſe 
encouragement in our plantations ; and this 
would reſtrain them to their plantation buſi- 
neſs, and prevent their engaging in manu- 
factures to interfere with their mother- ſtate. 
To promote planting more amongſt them, 
and manufacturing leſs, why fhould we not 
encourage to the utmoſt the planting of tea, 
coffee, and cocao- trees, as well as logwood, - 
and every other ſpecie of dying - woods, or 
others that can be worked up to advantage? 
Will not our colonies produce cochineal and 
indigo to as great perfection as thoſe of 
France and Spain? Theſe eſſential articles, to- 
gether with what have been before intimated, 
would greatly add to the circulation' of the 
trade and navigation of Great Britain between 
her and her colonies, independent of all other 
ſtates ; and this independency cannot be tog 
much cultivated ; for the more we ſhall be 
able to deal and thrive within our own do- 
minions, the leſs occaſion ſhall we have to 
ſubmit to other ſtates. 

ALTHOUGH we have not yet proved fo 
ſucceſsful in the production of {ilk in Georgia 

Vor. I. N 9 
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as could be wiſhed and-deſired; yet it is to 


be that a matter of ' this-concerament 
will not be given up, but purſued vigorouſly 
till the great end ſhall. be. happily, accom- 
pliſhed, Let the example of France animate 
and inſpire us. They laboured under no 
leſs difficulties and diſcouragements than we 
do in this reſpect : and if they have carried 
their point, will it not be ſhametully impo- 
litic to deſpair, which is the child of igno- 
rance? On the contrary, ſince. we are con- 
vinced, that the ſtate, which ſhall obtain the 
commercial dominion, will obtain the like by 
the ſword; we muſt either reſolutely and zea- 
louſly purſue the commercial prize, or ſubmit 
to bondage by the enemy. Why ſhould we 
be diſmayed, when the natural advantages 
of both ſtates being compared, they ſcem to 
le in our favour ? France yields great quan- 
tities of corn, but our harveſts-are generally 
more certain, and do not miſcarry fo often 
as theirs. They raiſe great quantities of 
hemp and flax for their manufactures: and 
although we do not raiſe a ſufficiency in 
Britain and Ireland for the like purpoſe, we 
may raiſe as much at we pleaſe in our Ame- 
rican colonies; whereof we have land as good 
as any, and far cheaper than it is in France. 
Do not our colonies alſo abound with mul- 
berry- trees? We want nathing but. induſtry 
and effective policy to raiſe within ourſelves 
ſilk competent to carry on that eſtimable 
manufacture. The importation of China ſilk 
has greatly helped this manufacture. F * 

; | . 26 he 
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has iron and copper ore; ſo have we in far 
greater quantities, both at home and in our 
colonies; and in the latter we, can work it 
to greater profit than they can. They have 
wines and brandy, which afford them a very 
confiderable annual advantage from various 
countries: and as the woods in our colonies 
abound with wild vines, why ſhould they 
not, if duly cultivated, in Carolma or Geor- 
gia; produce wines no leſs delicate than thoſe 
in any part of Europe? But it would be no 
great difficulty to ſupply ourſelves with wines 
in another manner. Nor are our colonies 
leſs capable of yielding oil, raifins, figs,” cur- 
rants.” The French have ſalt: and have we 
not ſalt-ſprings, ſufficient to ſerve, not only 
ourſelves, but even to export; eſpecially ſo, 
if our water-carriage was properly improved. 
France has, indeed, wool of its own'; but 
of ſuch a quality, that it will not ſerve to 
make their manufactures for that general 
exportation without a due mixture of ours ; 
which, from the meaſures laid down in this 
tract, we ſeem capable of effectually pre- 
venting, and ſecuring the manufacturing of 
all our on wool wholly to ourſelves. Eng- 
land abounds in the valuable articles of tin, 
lead, coals, and leather, for exportation; of 
which | France, is. deprived, and purchaſes 
ſrom us. We have quantities of excellent 
oak fbr ſſip- building, and may greatly im- 
prove: the quantity; but France is herein 
deficient: nor have they a ſufficient ſtore of 
N 2 fleſh 
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fleſh for victualling their ſhipping ; in which 
Great Britain and Ireland generally abound, 
ſo as to ſell to them, and to other countries. 
England had formerly a very beneficial trade 
by the re- exportation of our ſugars to foreign 
markets; but the French, by enlarging their 
ſugar plantations, and their better manage - 
ment, have ſo much underſold us of late 
years, that they have in à manner. beat us 
out of that trade; which yet we might re- 
cover, when we ſhall be able to ſell them as 
cheap as they can do at foteign markets: 

and the natural ways and means to do that 
we have ſhewn to be in our own power. If 
Martinico has ſuffered ſo greatly bylthe late 
Hurricane as is now reported, this achident 
attending our rivals, may contribute to rein- 
ſtate us in this trade, if we improve the occa- 
ſion. The carrying of our plantation produce 
directly from our — to foreign countries, 
was a deviation from the act of navigation, in 
order to render thoſe 8 
but this meaſure has its bad co 
the mother countries, as well as good ones po 
the colonies.” — ſhall be — 
of teduoing the price of every thing as pro- 
poſed, the clity-of this toleration will, 
perhaps, oeaſe. Our African trade has proved 
no leſs beneficial to the plantations, 7 an to 
. Great Britain ; and by ſome' meaſures; that I 
may one day have the bonour to lay before 
2 lege r 1 trade —_ 
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be rendered far more lucrative and important 
to the kingdom than it ever has been. 
TresE conſiderations enable us to make 
a judgment, how far this nation may be ſaid 
to be independent, in point of trade, from the 
reſt of the world. The quantity of ſhipping 
and water- craft of every kind, employed in 
our home - coaſting trade round our iſlands, 
as well as the ſhipping employed to and from 
Great Britain, and Ireland to our American colo- 
nĩes, and our African ſettlements, and the quan- 
tity alſo employed by our colonies among 
themſelves : theſe points well weighed, our 
ſeamen hereby bred, and the tunnage of 
ſhipping hereby created, would, perhaps, 
entitle us to the character of a maritime 
power, although we had no commerce with 
other nations. But, eine 
Ix we had no commerce with other na- 
tions, and our neighbouring potentates had, 
and we only carried on our commerce with 
our own territories, they would encreaſe in 
wealth and power, while we ſhould be at a 
ſtand, as it Were, in compariſon to them. 
Were we reduced to this ſtate, how long 
could we maintain ourſelves an independent 
people? Was it not the advancement of the 
commerce of this nation, that enabled us, 
in the days of Elizabeth, to oppoſe the 
chains of ſlavery then forged for us in Spain ? 
Is not trade the only means left us, whereby 
we can protect ourſelves from that ſlavery, 
wherewith we are at preſent threatened? 
N Ry @-. Where 
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Where trade is, there will be employment ; 
where employment is, thither will uſeful peo- 
ple reſort; and where property is ſecured, 
there the wealthy will ſettle to enjoy it. 
Tux convenient fituation of any eſtate adds 
to its value and purchaſe: without conveni- 
| ence, life itſelf would be but an inſipid 
ſpiration, not worth enjoying. England cer- 
tainly deſerves to be valued, and preferred to 
all nations, having both to fo great advan- 
tage. It is an iſland placed as a center to the 
circular globe, towards which, commerce 
may draw a. line from the whole circumfe- 
rence; it is bleſſed with. a moderation of every 
clement ; no ſcorching fun negroes, nor fri- 
gid zone benumbs its natives; a medium in- 
fluence ſtrengthens and beautifies its inhabi- 
tants, rendering them, neither of the un- 
weildy or pigmy race, but fit. to endure the 
toils of labour. So temperate is our climate, 
that the ſun neither exhales, nor does the 
cold phlegmatic the ſpirituous parts, which 
creates the medium t ure; our imagi- 
nation being neither too airy for deep con- 
templation, nor too dull for invention. Its 
ſoil is mixture and productive; and where 
ſterility appears on the ſurface, the bowels are 
enriched with valuable minerals, and foffils. 
AGREEABLE variety of hills and dales 
compaſs the land. When the parching ſun 
cli the highlands, the meadows thrive with 
yerdure ; when mighty ſhowers drown the 


Vale, the hills grow 3 by moderate 
humidit/ 3 
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humidity; our lands, by tillage, afford a 
grateful plenty; our trees are lofty and well 
topped ; our oaks ſo firmly rib our ſhips, 
that our royal navy, if duly ſupported, by 
the effects of a proſperous commerce, may 
ever prove an invincible bulwark ; our fruits 
are ſalubrious, our cattle large, healthy, and 
numerous, none in the world better for ſuſte- 
nance; their ſkins are firm, and ſo contrac- 
ted their pores, that better leather is no where 
to be met with. Our wool being remarkably 
good, is the parent of our great ſtaple, and 
gives a plaudit to our manufactures thròugh- 
out the univerſe. We have fowl in great variety 
and good. The land is plentifully veined with 
rivers, refreſhing the earth, and affording va- 
riety and plenty of fiſh : the nation is a ver- 
dure-field indented with harbours around it, 
where our ſhips, from their natural ſituation, 
may ride out the empeſtuous ſtorm. The 
ſea is as a wall, which ſurrouritls vs, defend- 
ing us from the Pharaoh that would enſlave. 
It is wonderful to behold the immenſe quan- 
tity of divers ſorts of fiſh that periotlically 
viſit our coaſts to adminiſter ſuſtenance, when 
the land fails, and afford merchandize to d- 
rich the nation. How has heaven bleſſed us, 
by caufing the winds to blow weſterly for 
above half the year? Theſe make our Cape 
lands and bays, oppoſite to the French and 
Dutch coaſts, good roads for our ſhips to ride 
with ſecurity: we have an advantage over 
the French, by being * the weather, they 
N 4 | an 
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on the lee-ſhore: our anchor-hold alſo is 
much better than either that of the French, 
or the Dutch, we having a Riff clay, chalk, 
of hard gravel, while the French have hard 
rocks, or looſe ſand, the Hollanders and 
Flemiſh mote numerous ſands on their coaſts, 
their waters of leſs depth, and their ports 
choaked with quick- fands; when our ſhips 
ride ſafe, even between our ſands, by our 
Sountry's being a weather ſhore. Where is 
the nation more happily ſituated for univerſal 
commerce? If we do not maintain our ow 
independeney of empire, and preſerve the li- 
berties of chriſtendom, how can we anſwer 
for our ingratitude to our country, on which 
nature has ſo liberally. beſtowed her, bene- 
'faions?,,, _ 
„ We have ſeep, * the firſt ad . 
"Jifſertations, by what means we may preſerve 
our wool.from. being ſmuggled. to France, and 
how we may be enables to ſell our woollen 
fabrics as cheap to foreigners as the French, 
or any other nation can * theirs. Though 
this is the fundamental and primary prin- 
.Ciple that we ought to aim at, yet this alone 
will not extend and propagate our commerce 
abroad, and enable us to maintain a compe- 
titorſhip againſt France, and other riſing 
commercial ſtates: we muſt not leſs ſtudy the 
art of pleaſing foreigners than that of cheap- 
..neſs ; for if our manufactural artiſts do not 
Hall fi in with the taſte of other nations, and 
hit ene a5 Our rivals, oyr þeing upon 
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4 patity with them in point of cheapneſs 
ſolely, will not augment the vent; of our com- 
modities; ours may (till lay upon our hands, 
while thoſe of our competitors ſhall be in great 
demand, , unleſs we are alſo. upon an equality 
with, them, in regard to faſhion and quality 
as well as the delicacy of our colours. By what 
meaſures this may be obtained comes next 
under conſideration. 

Tux uſual method; whereby our manu» 
facturers come at a knowledge of theſe things, 
1s through. our merchants, — 97 correſpon- 
dents in other countries ſend them over pat- 
terns of. ſuch. fabrics as are in vogue: but 
they who in general have been the firſt in- 
ventors of the new manufacture, will always 
have the firſt of the market; and when the 
run for ſuch goods is quite or near over, then 
Mr, Engliſhman, perhaps, ſteps in for a ſmall 
ſhare, while Monfieur, or Mynherr, has been 
beforehand with him, and reaped his harveſt 
before the other has began to ſow : a gene- 
ral commodity ſhall, as it were, be in and out 
of faſhion frequently before it comes to our 
knowledge, or not till the markets are glut- 
ted, the fair over, and, our goods become a 
drug, By this ſucceſſion of new faſhians, 
the French anticipate the Engliſh in their 
trade; foreigners are firſt captivated with 
their goods, the . warehouſes of the F rench 
factors are full and empty before. the Engliſh 
factors can be proyided with the faſhionable 
e of ae: ſo that if we could afford 


to 
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to ſell our manufactures as cheap as the 
French do theirs, unleſs we are equally happy 
in the arts of engaging the fancy of foreign 
nations, France, from this cauſe alone, will 
bear away the trade, and eſtabliſn and ex- 
tend her mercantile factories, every where 
to our detriment; they having the ſtart of us 
generally in this effential point 

Axp here, we fay, the plain queſtion 
lies, how England fhall put herſelf upon a 
level with France in this refpe alſo? The 
anſwer is obvious « follow the example of 
France herein, as near as we can. Fas eſt, 
et ab hoſte doceri. If the inventive talent of 
the French fabricators are more fertile, than 
thoſe of the Engliſh ; if they are more de- 
licate and refined, or more artful and po- 
litic in ſtriking in with the foible, and pre- 
vailing paſſions of foreign countries, than the 
Engliſh ; does it not well become the wil- 
dom of this nation to exert themſelves here- 
in, and by proper policy ſupply the defects, 
-under which their artiſts and manufacturers 
may naturally labour? But long experience 
has ſhown, that our workmen neither want 

ius nor induſtry to equal, if not to excel 
whose of any other nations; and what 

es this beyond all doubt is, that they 
Nee made greater advance in the manufac- 
tural and mechanical arts, with leſs public 
encouragement, than thoſe of any other coun- 
try. May we, therefore, notreafonably enough 
mppoſe, that if we ſhould refolve to 
"4 uc 
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ſach meaſures as the nature of the caſe ſeems 
to require, our artiſts would prove no leſs ſuc- 
ceſsful in their arts of pleafing the taſte of 
foreigners than our rivals are? To this end, 
is it not neceſſary, indiſpenſably neceſſary, to 
encourage every eſtabliſhment that hath a 
tendeney to the improvement of arts, trades, 
and manufactures? 

We are happy enough, indeed, to have 
ſuch a ſociety lately ſpontaneoufly ſprung up 
in London; but this is but in it's infancy; 
it has been hitherto promoted only by the 
private benefactions of a few public ſpirited 
gentry. The effential improvement of our 
arts, trade, and manufactures, have been left 
as it were, wholly to our artiſts and manu- 
facturers themſelves, and the voluntary aid 
given them by generous philoſophic ſpirits, 
in the courſe of their emulous labours: 
nay, till we long experienced the rivalſhip 
of other nations therein, too many were 
weak, or vain enough to think that we had 
arrived to the ultimate perfection. Though 
we have feen ſuch like public eſtabliſhments 
take place in many foreign countries; though 
England has experienced the progreſs that 
Ireland and Scotland have made, in their ma- 
nufactures, by theſe means; yet ſhe has al- 
ways flighted them, tilt very lately: but 
trade, like ſtates and empires, will ever ſtand 
in need of the ſame means to preſerve it, 
that firſt raiſed it. Nor have any ſteps been 
taken to promote and advance our * 

ut 


but what have been firſt ſet on foot by private 


perſons, who have delighted in ſtudies bene- 
Fein to the kingdom, and communicated their 
diſcoveries for the general adyantage. To the 
Royal Society of London this nation. has been 
unſpeakably indebted upon this . occaſion ; 
and, indeed, almoſt every ſtate, in Europe ; 
moſt of them having followed our example 
in this reſpect, and eſtabliſhed philoſophical 
ſocieties for the improvement of ſciences, and 
the commercaal arts. ab 

Bur thoſe learned aſſociations do not come 
up to the peculiar point to which I am, at 
preſent, lee of; we have no kind of 
public inſtitution for the ordering, directing, 
and regulating of the faſhions that our artiſts 
and manufacturers ought to purſue in their 
various fabrications, in order to render them 
the more acceptable to the taſte of other 
countries, ſuitable to their climate, habit, 
and cuſtom of the people in general, and the 
nature and conſtitution. of the government; 
for all theſe have more or leſs influence on 
their manner of clothing, as well as in their 
furniture, and their very diet and entertain- 
ments: and, therefore, a commercial ſtate can- 
not give too great attention to the cuſtoms and 
prevailing paſſions of foreign countries, if they 
would render their commodities the more uni- 
verſally acceptable. As we would. not ſend 
the ſame apparel to the frigid as to the torrid 
zone; ſo neither is it good policy to ſend al- 
ways one and the ſame ſort of goods, * 
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they have a taſte for a cont inual variety; and 
where that trading ſtate, who ſupplied the 
greateſt variety was certain to obtain the great- 
eſt ſhare in the trade. But how is this to be 
done, we have aſked? It will hardly be 
thought ſufficient to anſwer in the general: 
purſue the like meaſures that France have 
done. It may be expected, that we ſhould 
particularize ſome meaſures, if only to pro- 
voke and excite others to mend them. This 
we ſhall endeavour to do with all brevity: 
(1) Let the before mentioned ſociety, already 
eſtabliſhed, for the improvement of arts, and 
manufactures, orany other public ſpirited body, 
be properly incorporated, and duly ſupported 
by - parliament, for this, and all the other 
purpoſes, of the private improvement of the 
uſeful commercial arts. (2) Let this ſociety 
beauthoriſed to maintain a conſtant corre ſpon- 
dents with our conſuls, and Britiſh factories 
abroad, or with other merchants in foreign 
countries, in order to have their opinion duly 
from time to time of any ſpecies of goods 
that may be wrought up or manufactured in 
England, that may fall in with the humour 
of the people, and bid fair to be generally 
acceptable in thoſe countries ; what objection 
the people are: obſerved to make againſt any 
of our commodities,” and their opinions how 
theſe objections may be removed; what other 
nations interfere with us in any of our ſtaple, 
or other manufactures, and how much 
cheaper they can afford to ſell their uw 
< an 
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than we can of a quality no way inferior to 
outs: in fine, what difficulties and diſcoura- 
gements our trade may, in any reſpect, la- 
bour under in foreign countries, either by de- 
viations from our treaties of commerce, or by 
. the oppreſſions of the officers of the reve- 
nue; whether any other nations are more fa- 
voured in their commerce and navigation 
than we are, who have no peculiar right by 
treaty ſo to be; and how, and by what means 
every kind of grievance on our trade in for- 
eign ſtates may be redreſſed. (3) That the 
ſociety obtains as early intelligence as poſ- 
ſible of the ne fabrics of every commercial 
art that is practiſing in other ſtates for the 
advancement of their trade; and that they 
have ſent them patterns, and ſamples of every 
ſpecies of their chief manufactures, or of 
any of their mechanical productions chat are 
obſerved to have a vent in other countries. 

(4) That all ſuch patterns and ſamples, to- 
gether with the prices, for which bak goods 
are fold, be properly ranged and diſpoſed, in the 
_ ſociety's repoſitory; thatall manufacturers, and 

artiſts. ſhall-have unteſtrained acceſs to them, 
and-inſpe&t them fo as to be able to imitate 
them, if prudent. (5) That 2 
from time to time recommend ſuch fabrics, 
and productions of art to the imitation of our 

manufacturers and artizans, as may be judged 
to come into in order to enable this 
nation conſtantly to vye vrith others in any ſpe- 
| ee RAR that we ſhall-be * 
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of making or producing. (6) That the ſo- 
ciety ſhall be enabled to promote and encou- 
rage any kind of inſtitution that may prove 
ſubordinately conducive to- the promotion of 
the great end of their own eſtabliſhment; 
ban as the inſtitution of academies og — 
vating the arts of deſign 

and the like. (7) That 2 ry rw hall 
annually lay whatever they judge proper be- 
fore the parliament ; with their ſentiments 
on the meaſures that may be neceſſary to en- 
courage certain new — of trade; what 
old branches are declining, and from what 
cauſes, with reſpect to the arts of work- 
manſhip, and- the prices; with their opi- 
nion what may be requiſite to be done to 
preſerve theſe trades from the ruin where- 
with they may be threatened, ſo far as ſhall 
be within the province of this ſociety. 
(8) That this ſociety. ſhall cauſe to be taken 
and preſerved a minute record of the preſent 
ſtats of the arts and trades of all, na- 
tions, and continue the conſtant hiſtory of 


their: variation; whereby they may be able 


to judge what parts of new foreign: trades we 
may be able to adopt, as any of the old 
ſhall decay. (g) That the — ſhall be 
open to receive all information from artiſts 
and manufacturers of any deficiencies under 


which they maylabour in their reſpective arts 
and trades, and communicate all deſicderata 


wherein it would prove for the nationalladvan · 
rage for them. tobeinformed i to the 2 


the 
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the ſoclety might be enabled to offer proper 


blic x top. and encouragements'to have 
all ſuch diſcoveries made by the learned: and 
ſpeculative, that eannot be accompliſhed by 
the mere practical artiſts, and by that means 
to bring all our commercial arts and manu- 
factures to the utmoſt perfection; and after- 
wards to eſtabliſh" them in the kingdom by 
ſuch parliamentary encouragement as the na- 
ture thereof ſhall require. (10) That all 
ons of learning or ingenuity, as well as 
all artificers and manufacturers, who ſhall 
make any new and important diſcoveries for 
the advancement of trade, ſhall be invited 
by the ſbciety to lay them before thein for 
their conſideration ; — that they 
ſhall meet with all encouragement ſuitable 
to the merit of their diſcoveries, _ ' 
By fuch like means all new inventions and 
theories would be brought to the touchſtone; 
and their validity or inſufficiency diſcovered; 
and when found juſt and ſolid by ſuch a ſo- 
ciety, they would be confirmed and ſtamped 
with a character that would render them 
univerſally” current, and fit to Ns carried i into 
lio practice. 5 
TOI when any attetnjt is made to ſettle 
a new trade, or any diſcovery or invention 
made for the: ovement of an old one; be- 
fore the leaſt attempt is made to apply the ſame 
in real buſineſs the proper aſſay or experiment 
muſt be ed in miniature; which 
proving ſucceſsful, upon repeated trial and ex- 


v1 amination, 
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amination, with due variation of circum- 
ſtances, may then encourage the application, 
or advancement of the diſcovery into an 
art. : 
In order to judge of the general utility of 
any diſcovery,, the ſociety, who, ſhall be 
conſtituted the inquiſitors, ſhould ſtrictly 
examine into the expence thereof ; for al- 
though ic may be very ingenious and very | 
important, yet if it comes too dear to be 
practiſed in any branch of trade, it may 
be uſeleſs. The ſociety, indeed, ſhould act 
herein ſo as not to diſcourage any invention 
for although, on the firſt trials, it may prove 
too expenſive for general practice, yet future 
experiments may render it otherwiſe; which 
has proved the caſe of many important diſ- 
coveries, 
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DISSERTATION VIII. 


The ſame ſubject as the laſt continued in 
another light. Rr 


S a ſociety for the improvement of arts, 
£ A trades, and manufactures is already 
commenced, we may reaſonably hope for its 
continuance and ſucceſs; and if it ſhould 
once become conſtituted of a large and 
weighty body of perſons of diſtinction, and 
ſupported by the public purſe, as well as pri- 
vate donations, we may ſuppoſe, that it will 
conſiſt of many gentlemen happily turned for 
ſcience; many, who are as well diſpoſed to 
read and think as to act for the public inte- 
reſt and happineſs; and ſuch will be daily 
enquiring into the diſiderata of artiſts of all 
kinds: nor will they ſearch for theſe only 
from the books and theories of the philoſo- 
phic claſs, but they will have opportunities 
to be informed therein by the artiſts them- 
ſelves, from the acceſs which they will be 
permitted to have with the ſociety; and 
every one elſe will be ready and willing to 


communicate whatever may thus contribute 


to the public benefit : whereby a regiſter may 
be 
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be kept of whatever diſcoveries ſhall, from 
time to time, be requiſite to be made for the 


advancement of our mechanical and manu- 
factural arts, and others wherein our com- 
mercial intereſts depend. 

Tus nothing that our ſoil and climate 
will admit of; nothing that the arts of huſ- 
bandry and agriculture can produce in 
the kingdom to profit, will be left un- 


thought of, or untried in miniature; and 


then we need not fear but it would be duly 


carried into execution in grand; for this body 


being the happy medium between the par- 
liament and private people, nothing that 
really merits the public attention will paſs 
unnoticed; or go unencouraged for want of 
being either properly and faithfully laid be- 
fore the legiſlature, or effectually ſupported 
and carried through, without any expence 
and fatigue to the artiſts. For, when once 
the ſociety is thoroughly convinced of the 
public utility and emolument of any diſco- 
very, or any national propoſal, they will un- 
dertake all the reſt for the intereſt and ho- 
nour of the kingdom, and exonerate private 
people from thoſe expenſive diſcourage- 


ments that intimidate their application, and 


ſtagnate their ingenuity. | 


UnsPpEAKABLY | beneficial to the nation 


muſt be the conſequences of ſuch an inſtitu- 
tion. - For when the working practical artiſts 
are certain of having their inventions brought 
to light, and ſet in a public point of view, 

O 2 and 


4k © | 


[ 196 ] 


and themſelves publicly rewarded for their 
induſtry and ingenuity : when the learned 
philoſopher is ſure that his labours in the 
* = ſhall not be flighted, nor bim- 
elf paſs unrecompenſed or unhonoured, how 
will the human mind be agitated to glory ? 
What an emulous ſpirit will not this raiſe 
throughout the kingdom among the thinking 
and active part of mankind? Every artificer, 
every manufacturer, every man of buſineſs will 


ſtrive to excel in his aß capacity, when he 
knows that his name ſhall ECO! 
| honour in the annals of this immortal ſo- 


| be recorded with 
ciety? For it might prove not the leaſt en- 
couragement to have a liſt yearly publiſhed 
of the names of thoſe, who have = in- 
ſtrumental to make any uſeful improvements 
in their reſpective arts or trades; with an ac- 
count of the honour, and of , the reward 
annexed, to which they have been entitled. 
flow many genius's may not theſe meaſures. 
bring upon the open ſtage of action, that are 
now- eclipſed, behind the curtain in low ob- 
icurity ; and how much more profitable to 
the community may the talents of numbers 
be rendered than they are at preſent? 
WHEN this ſociety ſhall be enabled by the 
public to propoſe encouragements to all who 
ſhall make any uſeful, and important diſco- 
veries in their ſeveral arts and trades; what 


numberleſs improvements would not gra- 


dually ariſe from the working people them- 
ſelves, that could not otherwiſe fall n 
| e 
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the 1Zzance of the ſociety, or of philoſo- 
— 4 When the ſoclety ſhall invite all 
artiſts to tranſmit ſuch difficulties to them 
that they cannot overcome themſelves, and 
they ſhall properly propoſe them to the 
public attention, may we not expect that 
the philoſopher will perfect many things that 
the working artiſt could never of himſelf be 
able to do? Thus uniting the philoſopher's 
head with the mechanic's and manufacturer's 
hands, what advancement, in the commer- 
cial arts, may we not hope for? Will not 
the effectual riſe of a ſpirit of this kind 
amongſt the people ſo raiſe our commerce 
and navigation, as to enable us to beat the 
French in trade? And will not that prove a 
more effectual way to keep them impotent 
and humble, than depending too much upon 
war only to do it? 

LeT Great Britain but add found com- 
mercial policy to her natural benefits and ad- 
vantages, ſhe may preſerve and maintain her 
independency, as a free ſtate, without being 
eternally liable to be embroiled in wars. For 
ſuperiority of trade and commerce, neceſſarily 
producing ſuperiority of wealth and power, 
her enemies will not be ſo forward to quarrel 
with her. cy 

THERE have been a great variety of arts, 
trades, manufactures, and productions recom- 
mended, from time to time, by private per- 
ſons, in order to be encouraged in ſome 
part or other of the Britiſh dominions; many 
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of which have been enumerated in our la 
diſcourſe : but whatever ſhall be thought eli- 
gible in the opinion of private people, is not 
always to be regarded by the ſtate. There 
are too many things that come from indivi- 
duals, that rather deſerve contempt than at- 
tention: yet it may not be politic in a ſtate to 
deſpiſe and ſtifle the efforts of the moſt ob- 
ſcure, when they appear any thing rational, 
becauſe a trifling public performance may be 
roductive of others unſpeakably intereſting, 
he ſociety ſuppoſed to exiſt, therefore, we 
may imagine, will take any thing into their 
conſideration that may be ſubmitted by men 
of letters to the public for the emolument of 
commerce: and when they ſhall recommend 
to the legiſlature, or to- the practice of the 
public, what ſhall be thus communicated, 
we may preſume it will be duly regarded by 
both; - becauſe the matter will be duly en- 
quired into, and its practicability and uſes 
pointed out, explained and illuſtrated by the 
authority of the ſociety. This will prove 
another means of introducing and promot- 
ing whatever ſhall be found beneficial to the 
community that ſhall come from the preſs 
alſo.— To give one inſtance explanatory of 
my meaning, * | 

LET us ſuppoſe, for example, that any 
nation ſhould quarrel with England, from 
which ſhe takes large quantities of wines ; as 
-rom Spain or Portugal; or ſuppoſe either of 

theſe nations ſhould lay aſide, or greatly di- 
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miniſh, in times of peace, in their purchaſe 
of our woollen and other manufactures : in 
either caſe, or from other motives, we will 


further ſuppoſe, that the court of England 


ſhould think it adviſable, by way of reſent- 


ment or retaliation, to encourage the produc- 


tions of wine for home- conſumption in our 
country, and gradually leſſen the importa- 


tion thereof from Spain or Portugal. For the 


article of foreign wines is a very expenſive 
one to Great Britain, and ſhould be re- 
trenched, ſince our trade with Spain and Por- 
tugal alſo declines daily. 25 

In order to ſatisfy the government of the 
practicability hereof, the ſociety for the im- 
provement of arts and trades might be con- 
ſulted, it naturally falling within their de- 
partment, Upon ſuch an occaſion, the ſo- 
ciety would certainly enquire, who were the 
proper perſons to be adviſed with ; what ce- 
lebrated writers had treated on that ſubject, 
and what other meaſures were prudent for 
them to take, in order to make a due judg- 
ment of this deſign ſubmitted to their con- 
ſideration. Upon ſuch an enquiry, with 
whom could the ſociety more properly ad- 


_ viſe than the learned and ingenious Dr, Peter 


Shaw, phyfician in ordinary to his majeſty ; 
this gentleman having eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf in all chemical philoſophy, and 
having wrote on the ſubje& of wines better 
than any one elſe, ſo as to anſwer fuch a 


_ purpoſe to the court of Great Britain? The 
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works of the learned Dr. Stahl likewiſe ſhould 
be conſulted. upon 4 matter of this nature; 
upon whoſe. labours our learned Dr. Shaw 
has greatly improved. To give an idea, how 
far we may be able to ſupply ourſelves with 
wines, in caſe we ſhould be ever put to the 
neceſſity of it. Be that, however, 2s it may, 
our ſhewing the probability of it, may deter 
wine countries from declining to trade with 
us, When they, know we can retaliate on 
them in che like way, without deſtroying 
the cuſtom of wine - drinking in the na- 
tion. 

Ir is well known, that artificial or made 
wines, as they are vulgarly called, are pro- 
duced from cherries, gooſeberries, currants, 
alderberrigs, blackberries, plums, and alſo 
from. tappings of certain trees, as the birch, 
the. maple, the ſycamore, &c. and more 
eminently from. the juice of the ſugar-cane, 
treacle, or direct ſugar and water. For any of 
theſe vegetable juices, being duly. fermented, 
afford as real and perfect wine, according to 
their ſeveral. natures, as the richeſt grapes of 
the beſt. wine countries. 

Tux wines made, at preſent, in England, 
La under diſrepute, ſays Dr, Shaw; the rea- 
ſon whereof ſeems. chiefly owing, firſt, to 
the , inartificial. manner wherein they are 
uſually, prepared; and, ſecondly, to a cer- 
tain. rumour ſpread: about them, as if they 
were un, N r n too 
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luſcious, too tart or griping, and apt to oe- 
caſion the head-act, &c. | 

Tnosk, who have never been in wine- 
countries, nor otherwiſe made themſelves - 
acquainted with the nature and common pre- 
paration of wines, proceed, in their judg- 
ment of them, according to popular report, or 
notions, and the immediate information of 
the ſenſes, Thus, for inſtance, red port 
wines, to pleaſe the common taſte, muſt be 
bright, deep-coloured, rough, rich, and racy, 
two or three years old, &c. And when 
this, or any other notion, comes to prevail as 
the criterion of wine, the cooper is thence _ 
directed how to hit the general taſte, and 
make a ſaleable commodity. | 

Upon the ſame principle, philoſophical che- 
miſtry inſtructs us to imitate the wine-cooper ; 
and from almoſt any ſweet and tart vegetable 
juice, to make ſaleable wines; even ſacks, 
mountains, ſherries, or ports: all which, by 
the way, are uſually mixed liquors; though 
the baſis of them all is in the juice of the 
Tais juice of the grape, being chemi- 
cally examined and conſidered, proves to be 
no more than a large proportion of real ſugur 
diſſolved in water, with the addition only of 
a certain flavour in the juice of the grape; 
according to the nature of the vine. Whence 
we may lay it down as an axiom, and the 

reſult of a careful enquiry, that a ſaceharine 
| | e 
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ſubſtance is the baſts of wines. For ſugar is 


not peculiar to the ſugar- cane, but obtainable 


alſo from grapes; and accordingly, we often 


find large grains thereof in dried raifins ; par- 
ticularly thoſe of Malaga, that have laid for 
ſome time, and ſwet together; whereby 
they run-into candy, a ſaccharine efflorence, 
and actual grains of ſugar. 

HENCE we may obſerve, that any vege- 
table ſubject that is reducible. to a pure dry 
ſaccharine ſubſtance, may be practiſed upon 


to advantage, as a vinous ſubject, as well as 


ſugar. But if we have not in Great Britain 
and Ireland natural ſubſtances, which afford 
a ſaccharine ſubſtance ſufficient to ſupply us 
with wines, we need not doubt but our ſugar 
colonies can ; for lump ſugar well cleanſed of 
it's treacle, is a ſubject no leſs fit for the mak- 
ing of the moſt delicate wines than the juice of 
the grape itſelf. The analyſis of the juice of 
the grape before fermentation, ſhews it to be 
no other than a ſaccharine ſubſtance diſſolved 
in water, with the addition of a tartarous 
acid: which is fully confirmed by a chemi- 
cal reſolution. Whence it is eaſy to expect, 
that if tartar, which in the natural ſalt of 
wine, or of any ſweet vegetable juice fer- 
mented, can be artificially diſſolved in a pro- 
per mixture of ſugar and water, it would give 
an exact reſemblance of the thi And 
upon experiment it has been found, t at tartar 
may be thus diffolved, ſo as to communicate 
an 


- 
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an agreeable acidity to ſugar; and thus to 
imitate, in great perfection, the natural ſweet 
juices of vegetables, without their particular 
flavours : and hence experiments diſcover to 
us the nature, uſe and perfection of the art 
of ſweets. By a ſweet is underſtood any ve- 
getable juice, whether obtained by the means 
of ſugar, raiſins, or other foreign or dome- 
ſtic fruit ; which is added to wines, with a 


deſign to improve them. So that, the art of 


ſweet-making might receive a high degree of 
improvement, by uſing pure ſugar, as one 
general wholſome ſweet, inſtead of thoſe in- 
finite mixtures of honey, raiſins, ſyrups, 
treacle, ſtum, cyder, &c. wherewith the 
ſweet- makers ſupply the wine-coopers, to 
lengthen out or amend wines. For pure 
ſugar being added to any poor wine, will fer- 
ment therewith, improve it, and bring it 
to a proper degree of ſtrength and vinoſity. 
If the wine to be thus amended is tart of it- 
| ſelf, no tartar ſhould be added to the ſugar : 
but if it be too ſweet, or luſcious, then the 
addition of tartar is proper. 7! 

Bor it is not my intention to enter into 
the art of wine making, referring for that to 
the works of the learned gentlemen before- 
mentioned, who have expreſly and very learn- 
edly and judiciouſly treated on that ſubject: 
all that I would obſerve, is only to ſhow : 
that together with our native fruits and va- 
rious other vegetable ſubſtances the growth of 
our climate, and the aſſiſtance of our ſugar 
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ealodies we are capable of ſupplying our - 
ſelves amply and cheaply with good and 


_ wholfome wines of any flavour, without be- 


ing obliged co foreign countries for them. 
AnÞD how this might be carried into ge- 


neral execution for the benefit of the nation 


as well as of the government, the ſociety 
might be able eafily to ſhow : and this in- 
ſtance i is ſufficient: to give an idea of the un- 
able utility of ſuch a body wiſely ſup- 
ported by the ſtate, to take into their conſide- 
ration the improvement of every art, that 
ſhall. tend to the emolument of the com- 
munity. 
ANp if England ſhould reſolve to 
the art of wine making in earneſt, ſhe might, 
perhaps, become not only capable of ſupplying 
Nee conſumption, but of exporting them 
foreign countries, For, if once we 
took to'the art, we ſhonld by gradual expe- 
rience excel in every branch of practice, re- 
quiſite to bring the ſame to it's ultimate per- 
ion; we ſhould fall into all the practicable 


methods of concentrating wines, ſo as to re- 
duce their bulk, render them more unalter- 


able and perfect, more durable and fit for ſer- 
vice, carriage and exportation ; for theſe 


things are cafily/ attainable, if the- ſtudy and 


practice of chemical philoſophy ſhall become 


more generally purſued. 

Tux farther cultivation and improvement 
of theſe ſtudies will open new views of infi- 
nite extent, The due application of che- 
miſtry, 


| 2051 


miſtry, as to the ſupporting and improving 
uſeful trade, and commerce, will (1) ſup- 
ply the demands of a nation, and afford a 
ſurplus of commodities for exportation and 
foreign conſumption. (2) It diſcovers the 
ſgveral ways of condenſing, curing, prepar- 
ing, ſecuring and fitting natural and artificial 
productions, or commodities, for tranſporta- 
tion and carriage: and (3) it ſhews the means 
of ſupplying chemical neceſſaries to voya- 
gers and travellers in founding, ſupporting and 
improving the buſineſs of trade, traffic and 
commerce in different countries. 

. Tris ſubject is of too complex, and in- 
tricate a nature for national purpoſes, to be 
adjuſted from bare philoſophical and chemi- 
cal conſiderations : a knowledge of the diffe- 
rent policies; laws, intereſts, and' cuftoms of 
other countries is here required ; or the joint 
abilities of the ſtateſman and the merchant, 


Thus, perbaps, it mightnot, though it were 
Neha ſcones in per- 
fect friendſhip with Spain and Portugal, and 
| our. trade on their parts are no way injured, 
and that of France encouraged at her ex- 
pence, ) be for the intereſt of England to ri- 
val them in wines; or Germany or Sweden 


in metals; nor Holland in the production of 


corn, fpirits, and the cheap preparation and re- 
finement of certain other commodities : but 
it may be greatly her intereſt. to rival France 
in her wines and brandies, and in whatever 
elſe ſhe. ſhall: be capable of. * 
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Bur ſuppoſing England to have no very 
intereſting connections with certain ſtates, 
and at full liberty, and the cuſtoms, duties 
and drawbacks in her favour; then it is a 
point of philoſophical and chemical conſide- 
ration, to ſhew what arts may be rendered 
commercial, for the benefit of our own 
kingdom, And amongſt others of this kind 
may come the following, vig. the arts of 
wines and brandies from grapes of Engliſh 

owth; the ſame arts without grapes, as we 
Fave obſerved, te ſtill greater profit; and 


practicable with much leſs trouble and ex- 


ce The art of producing corn ſpitits to 
[ener advantage than our ne ſtates; 
and underſelling them at the foreign markets 
—The art of producing vinegars, cheaper 
than in France, or Holland The art of pro- 
ducing arracs, equal or ſuperior in goodneſs 
to thoſe of India—The art of refining cam- 
phire to more perfection than other countries 
—The art of making hard oil-ſoaps, equal 
to the foreign—The arts of curing ſeveral 
ſorts of fiſh and fleſh, to greater advantage 


than our rivals—The art of refining borax, 


to greater profit and perfection The art of 


making white lead, to greater advantage than 


other countries, &c. 
Ir is not neceſſary to be large in the 


enumeration of many other chemical arts, no 
leſs improveable than theſe, for the purpoſes 


of commerce ; becauſe this is ſufficient to 
convey the idea intended ; and a fingle — 
| | | when 


* 1 n p Ss VF CP 1 00" 4 "os * 184 5 - 
CE —˙ 0 
=” a A * 4 „ 
. * - l 


207% 
when fully advanced and extended, may of- 
ten prove the principal buſineſs of a whole 
country. But what arts might be politically 
neceſſary to cultivate and improve the learn- 
ed ſociety, which we ſuppoſe to be eſtabliſh- 
ed, would be good judges, with the intelli- 
gence they might receive : and in this man- 
ner, we ſhould be capable of ſhowing our re- 
ſentment to any nation who ſhould injure 
us; who ſhould violate their faith, and diſre- 
garded their ſolemn treaties: and this method 
of national reſentment might reſtrain other 
ſtates, perhaps, from being perfidious more 
than the dread of war; that now being re- 
duced to a mere trade, and by alliances may 
be carried to what length nations pleaſe. But, 
when treacherous ſtates ſhall experience, that 
Great Britain will revenge themſelves as well 
by their trade as by their ſwords, they will 
change their conduct towards her : and by the 
former, we have ſeen, and ſhall further ſee, 
how Great Britain, with the aid of Ireland 
and her plantations may be enabled to injure 


more effectually the trade and navigation of 


any nation that acts unjuſtly or diſhonourable 
by her, than ſhe can, perhaps, by dint of 
her arms alone; for the art of trade, may ren- 
der this nation more invincible than the art 
of war only can do: but the proper exertion 
of both will put it in our power to maintain, 


not only our own liberties and independency, 


but likewiſe thoſe of all chriſtendom. For, if 
Great Britain does not ſtand in the gap as ſhe 
has 
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has hitherto done, farewell the liberties of all 
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Ir it ſhould be enquired Gam whence 
apprehenſions of danger ariſe? We 
anſwer, from the detriment ariſing to our 
trade and navigation; for theſe daily decline, 

While thoſe of other ſtates daily advance: 

If this is the caſe, muſt not our wealth and 
our power Ariodle. as thoſe of other nations 
encreaſe ?. 

Wusruxx this is not the caſe,' let any 
one of candour and impartiality examine the 
facts, and faithful repreſentations founded 
thereon, which I have given throughout the 
courſe of my, writipgs, in relation to the com- 
mercial policy of France ; and-then let him 
judge, if any ſyſtem can poſſibly be better 
grounded for the total deſtruction of the Bri- 
nth trade and commerce, and the exaltation 


of their own ? 


LET the judicious and unbiaſſed likewiſe 
confider, all we have urged with reſpect to 
politics of the court of Spain ; 
how they are adapted to ſupply their colonics 
in America with thoſe manufactures that they 
have been wont to take of England; and the 
underhand preference, hicd © they have ſome 
years given to the French fabrics in detriment 
to thoſe of England ; and how for ſome years 
our exports. to Old Spain have decreaſed, 
while NG from France to Spain have aug- 


of 
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of our hands, every one knows the preſent 
melancholy condition of our Italian, and our 
Turkey, and Levant trades.. Is it not noto- 
rious that ſeveral. of our rich ſhips have long 
lain rotting in the port of Leghorn ; while 
the proprietors of their cargoes are great ſuf- 
ferers, and the revenue of the cuſtoms de- 


one of the duties? Will not our cuſtom- 


ouſe revenue very ſeverely feel the effects of 
the preſent precarious ſtate of our whole Me- 
diterranean commerce? And may not the 
deficiencies of thoſe funds prove very great, 
when they ſhall come to be made good 
by parliament? While our trade in this 
of the world, is in a ſtate of declenſion; we 
find thoſe, not only of France and Spain 
triumphant there, but we find His Neapolitan 
Majeſty making large commercial advances 
in the traffic of his ſubjects to the Levant. 
Have not our merchants often experienced 
the injuries and inſults offered to the nation 
by the corſairs of Barbary ; and if we ſhall 
not be able to regain our influence amongſt 
the Italian ſtates, ſhall we not experience the 
like treatment with more ſeverity ? «That the 
Britiſh commerce to Portugal has been ſome 
time upon the declining condition, we have 
ſhewed to be no leſs true than all the reſt : by 
the improvement only of the French manu- 
facture of black druggets, the French have 
hurt the woollen manufactures of our king- 
dom in this article alone, to the amount of no 
leſs than two hundred thouſand pounds ſterl. 
Vor. I. P per 
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-per Annum ; and this is the caſe, with re- 
gard to divers other branches of the Englich 


commerce: for do not the Portugueſe ſeem 
refolved to on their trade to the Bra- 
fils for their own accountas much as they can 
the means of a ny of merchants 
which they have lately eſtablibed at Oporto ? 
Do not the French faRories encreaſe in this 
kingdom, while the Britiſh decline? Does 
not the treatment, which the Britiſh mer- 
chants have here met with of late years prog- 
noſticate the loſs of our commercial intereſt 
in this nation, as well as the others above in- 
timated ? Will not the preſent ſtate of our 
trade in the Mediterranean greatly affect the 
trade between that and Portugal; and will 
not this affect England in a double reſpect, 
and diminiſh the circulation of Portugal gold 
in the nation? 

How the ballance of trade ſtands between 
England and the Eaſt countries is well enough 
known not to need animadverſion : and — 
the Ruſſia trade is like wiſe diſad vantageous 
is no leſs notorious. And we would aſk, 
whether®the benefits, which Great Britain re- 


ceives by the neutrality of the Dutch, the 
Hamburgher, Danes, Swedes, and Span | 


jardo, 
bear any com with thoſe made by the 
French? Docs not the greater cheapneſs of the 


French commodities in when com- 
with ours, induce thoſe neural ſtates to 


traffic more for theis ownaccount, alſo for com- 


- pany account with French traders, and other 


. foreig- 
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foreigners than they will do in our goods, by 
reaſon of their greater dearneſs in general than 
thoſe of France ? Is. not the Freneh com- 


merce, by virtue of neutral carriers, more ex- 
tended at th is time of war, than that of Great 
Britain? Though France hereby loſe the be- 
nefit of the employment of quantity of their 


mercantile ſhipping, and conſequently of 


freight; yet, is not this made up to them in a 
great meaſure, by ſavings in the articles of in- 
ſurance? and are they not hereby advantaged in 
their naval power, by converting their trading 
veſſels into thoſe of war ; and thereby have 


we mate af ours ſor them to take, by being 
obliged to be our own carriers ; ſince neu-: 
trals do not find it ſo much for their intereſt to 
y our commodities for us, they not ſelling 

ſo well as French at foreign markets? 
As to our trade in America, that, which we 
had, ſome time before the war, with our Nor- 


thern colonies was greatly reduced; and that 


with our iſlands is not bettered; no more than 


is that of Africa, or Aſia. 
Do not theſe conſiderations make it neceſ- 


ſary to think, without loſs of time, of the ef- 
ſectual ways and means to reduce the price of 


our exportable commodities to a parity with 
thoſe of France? If any other meaſures ſhall 
be demonſtrated more effectual to anſwer this 
important purpoſe than thoſe which I have 
adopted, in the train of my writings; I will 

# 7 wal chear- 


lels trading (hips for us to take of theirs, and 
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chearfully give them up; but till better can be 
ſupported, theſe may deſerve trial. 

SHOULD not this idea of our trade rouſe 
and animate us to exert every meaſure to ad- 
vance it? Will not what we have urged in re- 
lation to the eſtabliſhment of a ſociety for the 
improvement of new arts and trades greatly 

contribute hereto, in conjunction with thoſe 
various other meaſures, which we have en- 
deayoured to maintain and inforce throughout 
our writings? Let no one, therefore, judge 
theſe faithful repreſentations uſeleſs; or drawn 
up from other motives than the public inter- 
eſt; for time will prove their expediency, 
when thoſe who may diſregard them may 
live to be treated with the contempt and in- 
dignation they deſerve from an injured nation. 
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DISSERTATION IX. 


Further motives exciting to agriculture, from 

| the example of the Chineſe; with an ab- 

| frat of ſome philoſophic remarks, relat- 
ing to the culti ation of land. 


UCH is the induſtry of the huſband- 
men of china, and ſuch their indefati- 
gable application to labour, that there 1s no 
province in the empire but wears the aſpect 
of fertility, and none but what can ſupport 
an inconceivable multitude of. inhabitants, 
Beſides the nature of the ſoil being well me- 
liorated by art, the prodigious quantity of canals 
with which the land is ſeparated, contributes 
2 a little to it's fruitfulneſs; and ſo uy 
ifferent ſpecies of grain are produced, that 
they employ Sree of them to make wine 
and ſeveral ſpirituous liquors. But when a bar- 
reneſs or ſcarcity is apprehended in one place, 
the mandarins always obſtruct the making of 
ſtrong liquors. | | 
AGRICULTURE is here in great eſtima- 
tion, and it's practiſers reverenced as the moſt 
uſeful perſons in the ſtate, and maintain a 
conſiderable rank. They are indulged with 
| Fy great 
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great privileges, and preferred before tradeſ- 
men, or even merchants, 

Tur general care of the huſbandmen is 
for the cultivation of rice. When they are 
unemployed in the fields, they cultivate kit- 
chen gardens, the Chineſe not being inclin- 
ed to prefer the agreeable to the uſeful, and 
employ their land with ſuch unprofitable 
things as parterres, ſtowers, and fine walks. 
They think it more concerns the public good, 
that all their land be cultivated with Nane. 
thing beneficial rather than merely orna- 
mental. ea 

ALL the plains are cultivated; we per- 
ceive neither hedges not ditches, nor almoſt 
any ordinary tree : fo much do they fear the 
lols of an inch of land, as it were. In many 

provinces the land bears twice a year, and 
even between the two hatveſts they ſow ſmall 
grains and pot-herbs. The provinces to the 
North and Weſt bear wheat, barley, various 
ſorts of millet, tobacco, green peas, as well 
black as yellow, Wehen to fatten horſes 
inſtead of oats: they give them rice, but in 
ſmall quantities. The ſouthern parts yield 
abundance of rice, the country being low 
er 
In the provinces where the plains are 
very hilly and mountainous, there are ſome 
of them barren, but the moſt are good lands, 
and "they are cultivated, even on the borders 
of precipices. It is an agreeable fight, to be- 
hold ſometimes plains of three or four ſeagyes 

ur- 


[ 215 ] 
ſurrounded by hills and mountains, cut in the 
manner of a terras from the ſummit to the 
vale. Theſe terraſes riſe above each other 
to the number of twenty or thirty, at the 
height of three or four feet. 

TXxovcn there are ſome provinces deſert 
uncultivated mountains, the vallies and moun- 
tains which ſeparate them, are very fruitful. 
We can ſcarce ſee any land but what plen- 
tifully abounds with rice ot other uſeful 
— The induſtry of the Chineſe has le- 
velled the unequal ground betwixt their 
mountains, which is capable of any improve- 
ment. They divide into parterres that which 
is on a level, and by ſtories in form of an 
amphitheatre that which, by reaſon of the 
declivity of the valleys has higher and lower 
places. As the rice will not do without well 
watering, they place at proper diſtances great 
reſervoirs, at different heights, to collect rain- 
water, and what runs from the mountains, 


that they may diſperſe it equally over the pa- 


terres of rice; wherein they ſpare no fa- - 


tigue, whether in letting the water fall by 
the declivity of the higher reſervoirs into the 
lower parterres, or by making it riſe from 
ſtage to — to the very higheſt. 

O this occaſion they make uſe of certain 
hydraulic engines, of a very ſimple compoſi- 
tion, to make / the water thus circulate, and 
throw it over their lands whenever needful : 
ſo that let the ſeaſon prove almoſt as it ſhall, 
the farmer is, as it were, certain to ſee a 
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perpetual harveſt ſuitable to his induſtry, 
Their hydraulic engine is compoſed of a chain 
of wood, and a great number of ſmall plates 
of {ix or ſeven inches ſquare, ſtrung together 
in the middle, parallel at equal diſtances, 
and at right angles in the chain of wood. 
This engine is extended along a wooden ca- 
nal made of three boards, in form of an au- 
ger ; ſo that the inferior half of this engine 
reſts upon the bottom of this auger, and fills 
the whole vacuity of it, and the ſuperior one, 
which .is parallel'to it, reſts upon a board 
placed along the opening of the canal. One 
of the extremities of this engine, we mean 
the lower one, paſſes round a moveable cy- 
linder, the axle of which is poized upon the 
two ſides of the lower extremities of the 
machine; and the other extremity of the en- 
gine 1s mounted on a kind of drum furniſhed 
with little boards, ſo placed, that they cloſe 
exactly with thoſe of the engine ; and this 
drum turning by the power applicd to the 
axle, makes the engine turn. As the higher 
extremity of the canal, which this drum reſts 
on, is fupported at the height to which they 
would raiſe the water, and the lower extre- 
mity is plunged in the water, which they 
would raiſe; it is neceſſary that the lower 
part of this engine, which takes up exactly 
the cavity of the canal of waod, ſhould aſ- 
cend along this canal, and that all the ſmall 
planks, raifing with them as much water as 
they meet; that is, as much water as 2 
cana 


71 


* 


canal can contain, there being formed a rivulet 


of water, which aſcends without intermiſſion 
to the height which you wiſh, as long as the 
machine continues in motion; notwithſtand- 
ing the higher part of the engine deſcend- 
ing uniformly along the plank on which it 
reſts, theſe two motions produce all the effect 
of the machine, which is put in motion in 
the three following manners. 

Fixs T, by the hand, by means of two 
or three handles fixed to the axis of the drum. 
Secondly, with the feet, by means of cer- 
tain cogs of thick wood, placed ſetting out at 
the diſtance of half a foot round the tree or 
axis of the drum; theſe cogs have large round 
heads externally; ; ſuch we mean, as are pro- 

r to fix in them the ſole of a naked foot, 


ſo oe one or more men, according to the 


number of the cogs, either ſtanding or ſetting, 
may only, as it were, playing together by the 
motion of their feet, without any ſtraining, 
holding in one hand an umbrella, and the 
other a fan, make a rivulet of water riſe to 
any height required over their dry lands, 
Thirdly, by the means of a buffalo, or ſome 
other = which they tye to a great wheel 
about two fathoms i in diameter, ſituated ho- 
rizontally, at the circumference of which 
they have pa a great number of cogs or 


teeth; which correſponding exactly with the 


teeth of the drum, they make the machine 
turn, Hough far greater, with more facility. 


Wuzy 
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Wnxx they cleanſe a channel, they cut 
it here and there by ditches, and they aſſign 
a part to each of the neighbouring villages. 
There immediately appear different compa- 
nies of peaſants, who bring a kind of engine 
of little ſquare board, which they uſe to raiſe 
the water of the canal; and as the banks are 
very high, they raiſe their engines three ſto- 
ries high, and ſo bring up the water from the 
one to the other. There are places, where 
the mountains, which are not very high, 
touch one another, and are almoſt without 
vallies; yet they are quite cultivated by the 
art, which the labourers have of making as 
much water flow into them as they judge 
proper, by conveying it from one mountain 
to another 5 pipes of bamboo. 

_ Waar ſupports thoſe in their toils, who, 
with ſo great care and fatigue cultivate the 
lands, is not ſo much their own intereſt as 
the veneration in which agriculture is had, 
and the eſteem, which the emperors of China 
have paid it, fince the very infancy of the em- 
pire. It is their opinion that it was taught 
them by one of their firſt emperors, called 
Chim-nong, whoſe memory they revere to 
this day as the inventor of an art fo uſeful to 
the people. And their emperors go at ſtated 
times in perſon to till the ground, in order 
to indicate the veneration in which agriculture 
ought to be had in every ſtate. 80 great is 
the care of the emperor or the mandarins for 


the cultivation of the lands, that when depu- 
| tes 
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ties come from the vice-roys to court, the 
emperor never fails to aſk them, in what tate 
or condition they have ſeen the fields ; and a 
ſeaſonable rain falling, lays a foundation for 
the mandarins being viſited and compli- 
mented.  _; : 
Tr1s high veneration for agriculture is 
one great, if not the — ſource of 
that plenty and proſperity which reign in 
China. For this added to their other in- 
duftrious arts, renders the trade carried on 
in the heart of the empire ſo great, that the 
traffic of all Europe can fcarce be compared 
with it. The various provinces are like ſo 
many kingdoms communicating to one an- 
other what is peculiar to each; whereby they 
become all united, and conyey unſpeakable 
abundance to all the cities, and render all 
their productions, and their manufactures fo 
extremely cheap, that they beat all the world 
therein; and induce all nations to come to 
them for the purchaſe thereof; without car- 
rying em themſelves, except within the bounds 
of their coafting trade. 
| Bes1Des the artful admmiſtration of wa- 
ter for the improvement of agriculture, there 
are divers other particulars requiſite. We 
have before ſhewed from the judicious-appli- 
cation of the various ſoils of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and how by their due mixture and 
incorporation, they 
reciprocal fecundity to each other, according 
to their peculiar native quality and texture. 


contribute to give 


— 
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Ir may, therefore, prove no leſs uſeful, in 
der; to forward and promote that cultivation 
of land, which we plead for, to give next a 
ſuccinct account of the various kinds of ma- 
nure for rendring land fruitful; for not only 
the practicable farmer may from hence gain 
ſome knowledge that may turn to his ac- 
count, but the ſpeculative country gentleman 
may. be induced- to try experiments himſelf, 
or recommend them to the trial of his te- 
nants; by vrhich they may both be bene- 
fited. 


Or the ſeveral kinds of manure, no one 
need be informed that dungs in general have 
been long experienced to be ſerviceable; but 
theſe muſt be duly diſtinguiſhed and applied, 
or they may do miſchief as well as good, for 
want of obſerving the properties of different 
kinds of dung and manure, which have been 
given us, by the Philoſopher, as well as the 

huſbandman. 

FixsT, the dung of bnd It has been 
found that the dung of thoſe birds, which- 
retire into the iſlands near the continent, is 
the beſt of all fowl-dung, by reaſon of their 
ſubſiſting ſo much upon the water, its conſtant 
exhaling ſpirit, and the fertile fatneſs of 
marſhes ; 10 m whence they imbibe a ſtrong 
nutriment, whereof their excrements partici- 
pate, and adminiſter the ſame to ſoils pro- 
. oy and adapted to receive the 

e. 


Duck 
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Dvucx and gooſe dung. This is reckoned 
too hot and burning, eſpecially that of wild- 
eeſe; but if care be taken to gather it in 
eaps, as well as that of tame ducks and 
ſe, to throw ſtraw over it, and incorporate 
it with the dung of large cattle, theſe over- 
hot dungs may be brought to a ſtate of tem- 
perature that would indemnify the pains 
taken. 

Tux virtue of this method is known by 
experience: a farmer having abandoned a 
piece of ground to his geeſe for the ſpace of 
twelve years, at the expiration of that time 
turned them out to let the graſs grow, and it 
roſe ſo thick and ſtrong, that the n would 
ſcarce paſs through it. 

PouLTRY and pidgeon's dung are ſeat- 
tered in ſmall quantities upon land intended 
to be ſown; and on account of their heat, 
are rarely uſed, except when rain is foreſeen. 
It is practiſed with advantage for millet, and 
is a good manure for meadows : but all hot 
dungs ſhould be properly tempered with other 
colder manure, according to the humidity, _ 
or heat of the ſoil to which they may be 
applied. 

Human ordure. This is replete -mich 
an impure and burning ſulphur, that deſtroys 
every thing, unleſs applied with great cau- 
tion; which conſiſts in leaving it expoſed 
ſeveral months to the open air. It muſt be 
turned up from time to time that it may rot, 
it's bad qualities deſtroyed, and it's heat mo- 
derated. 


— — — — 


and may be uſed in any 


fertile q 
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| derated. If it be duly mixed with pond- 
mud aſter well rotting, it will be found as 
uſeful as it is commonly judged dangerous, 


Eſpecially if uſcd in vineyards. 


Ass-Duxd is the moſt eſteemed of any, 
ing lain long rotting: the reafon aſſigned for 
—— that the animal being 

phlegmatic and ſtrong, eats ſlowly, and — 
grinding his aliment well, digefts better than 
moſt other creatures; whence his excrements 


being more difſolved, nacher abound with. 


are nearer to putre- 


heat nor humidity, and 
faction. 


Surzr-DUns. This is of no duration, even 
when taken from the cotes, and leſs durable 
vrhen the ſheep are folded. In the laſt cafe, in 
order to ent a ſudden evaporation of the 
ity of the dung, the ground included 
in the fold ought to be covered with chopt 
ſtraw or foliage, before the ſheep enter: but 
many diſlike this manner, by reaſon of the 
difficulty of equally ; a taſk requir- 
ing a diligent and a faithful d, and 
becauſe to profit hereby, the dung muſt be 
immediately buried. The wheat and barley 
that grow upon lands manured with this 
dung are not proper for making beer, which 


contracts a bad tafte from it. 


* of horned e fs: the moſt 
all ; and this well-known qua- 
—— it beſt agrees with. 


. 
8, 
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ſtalls, paved and lined with ſtone, in which 
the juice of the dung may be preſerved, 
from acrimony : this juice is uſeful in water» 
ing meadows as well as gardens and trees. 
Hod's dung is not commonly eſteemed, 
yet when it has rotted ſome time, and mixed 
with other manures, as the dung of large 
cattle, it anſwers as well as many others ; it 
is deemed ſpecihc in preſerving the hop from 
the bad effects of the mildew, 
Hoxse-DpUnG being naturally dry and 
warm, is little valued by ſome farmers ; but 
the moſt underſtanding will not deſpiſe it. 
With this alone hot beds may be made; it is 
quite neceſſary for aſparag 
rotted, is excellent for all the plants of the 
kitchen garden. It is not, indeed, eaſily 
rotted, but may be aſſiſted with rain water, 
or ſoap-ſuds, which fill it with falt and oil. 
It may likewiſe be mixed with cow-dung, 
or with pond mud, which will temper its 
heat and dryneſs, and then it will prove as 
good as any other kind of manure. - * 
Maxr, is by the confeſſion of all a moſt 
excellent dung: it is a kind of lime-ſtone, 
ſuppoſed to be the beginning of chalk, be- 
fore it acquires its confiſtence, and hardneſs; 
and if chalk could be diſſolved and pulve- 


marl itſelf, This ſtone, which reſembles 
clay, is either white, black, grey, or yellow; 
fometimes found under the firſt cruſt of the 
earth, and ſometimes * 


us, and, when 


riſed, it would prove no leſs uſeful than 
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of four or five fathom. The marl being dug 
out of the earth, is laid in ſmall heaps upon 
the land, and-afterwards ſpread like ordinary 
dung. It is fo replete with virtue, as to fat- 
ten the earth for twelve, fifteen, twenty, and 
often thirty years, during which it will re- 
quire no other manure. But being very hot, 
and that in different degrees, the quality of 
it muſt be examined, and proportioned to 
the nature of the land on which it is to be 
ſpread. It is dangerous to lay it on too thick, 
for in that caſe it will burn. Let whatever 
precautions be taken, a good crop is not to be 
expected from the firſt year; yet the farmer 
is amply recompenſed afterwards. It is con- 
venient to mar] the land in the autumn or 
ſpring, that being diſſolved by the rains 
uſual in theſe ſeaſons, it may enter the earth 


ſo as to fertilize it, let it be ever ſo barren. 


GREEN turf rotted or burnt. Wherever 
the farmer can advantageouſly ſtrip his earth, 
as in old ditches, marſhes, &c. he carries 
away as much turf as he can, lays it in a heap, 
leaves it to rot for a year, and then ſpreads 
it on the land, which he wants to fatten : it 
may be uſed ſooner, if lime be mixed be- 
tween the layers of it, this helping to con- 
ſame it more quickly, and by impregnating 
the turf with its own virtue, renders it more 
fit to fertilize the land. The burning of turf 
dexterouſly .and gradually in ovens made of 
the ſame, with proper air-holes, to aſhes, 
and ſpreading the land with the ſame, will 
1 greatly 
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greatly meliorate lands. Thoſe who can find 


turf, without being obliged to ſkin their 
meadows, will find the advantage of it 
greatly. | 

PeAsE, vetches, lupins, and beans. No- 


thing is more uſeful in fattening the ground 
than to ſow theſe forts of grain, and, be- 


fore they come to maturity, cut them down ; 
then till and over-run them in the earth, 
without regard to the ſmall profit expected 
from the crop, in caſe left to ripen ; for theſe 
kinds of pulſe greatly exhauſt the earth; and it 
is eaſy to conceive, that the nouriſhing juices 
are far more abundant in the fruit than in the 
ſtalks and leaves; and that if the fruit is 
carried away, we cannot, by overturning the 
reſt, reſtore to the earth all that ſhe has 


given, Beſides, we ſhould confider, that 


what is ſuppoſed to be loſt, in omitting to 
=_ the fruits, will be retrieved by the 
ving of dung, which will not be wanted 
for the land, as well of carriage and workmen 
to ſpread it. Nevertheleſs, for a ſupply of 
grain, a piece of ground may be reſerved to 
be dunged as uſual, on which pulſe may be 
left to ripen for a crop. This kind of fat- 
tening is. moſt proper for high grounds, to 
which it would be expenſive to carry dung. 
Poxnp-MUnp. By this is underſtood not 
only the mud of ponds, but alſo the ſlime 
that rivers depoſite when they retire, after 


having overflowed their banks, and that 


which gathers on the declivity of high places, 
Vor. I, _— - in 
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in pits that are either natural, or prepared by 
the ſkilful farmer. This ſoil is excellent, 
becauſe it is new. However, it muſt not 
be employed immediately, eſpecially the 
mud of ponds, becauſe being extremely moiſt 
it will chill the earth, and produce an effect 
_ contrary to the farmer's expectation : but if 
it be placed as a dunghill, in a ſloping man- 
ner, fo as gradually to drain off the chilly 
rots humidity of the water, it may, when 
pretty dty; be uſed foon, with great benefit. 
Or if it be ptoportionably mixed with chalk, 
the compoſt may be the fooner uſed. Care 
muſt be taken not to ſuffer this pond mud 
to lay years without uſing, becauſe the fer- 
tilizing falts wherewith it has been richly 
impregnated by the water, will either be 
waſhed away, or evaporated, and nothing 
but dead earth remain. It ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, that pond mud being left to dry, 
reſents a ſurface mixed with ſand, and a 
Lind of dead clay, which is uſeleſs as manure; 
but this layer being removed, the fertilizing 
matter will- be found below. This being 
dried, muſt be ſpread equally and pretty 
thick upon the land, and ſoon turned under- 
ground, leaſt its oleaginous parts be diſ- 
ſipated, or waſhed away, or too low to pro- 
mote the vegetable virtue intended. 
AsnEs. Hereby we mean to ſpeak only 
of the wood-afhes taken from chimneys, 
forges, and ovens, and thoſe of coal, earth 
and turf, Theſe are particularly excellent 


for 
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for peaſe, vetches, and other ſuch pulſe; 
they are ſcattered or ſown when the plant 
hath riſen about an inch above the ſurface of 
the earth; but as their ſalt being very ſharp, 
would infallibly injure the tender vegetables, 
they are not uſed till the farmer can depend 
upon immediate rain to diſſolve and ſoften 
their too great acrimony. on. 
SOAP-WATER, and ſoap-aſhes. Theſe, in 
the opinion of ſome, are the moſt eſtimable 
of all ſorts of manure; eſpecially ſoap-ſuds, 
to which may be added lye-water. The 
great virtue of this manure confiſts as well of 
the animal ſalts as the oils therein contained, 
proceeding from the ſoap and the linen waſh- 
ed therewith, as the vegetable; and theſe 
of the animal quality ſoften thoſe of the 
other. This water will produce admirable 
effects in gardens. The aſhes taken from 
ſoap- houſes ought to be kept dry, and ne- 
ver carried to the ground till it is ready to be 
ſown ; then the aſhes are ſpread as equally as 
poſſible with ſhovels ; and care may be taken 
to lay them on pretty thick, experience having 
ſhewn that the ground is bettered thereby 
for eight or nine years, during which it 
will need little other manure. If there is 
not a ſufficient quantity of aſhes, dung may 
be added to them; but then they are not fo 
effectual as may be cafily imagined. - 
SHELLS; Some ſpots of land abound with 
ſhells, that are for the moſt part brittle, 
and crumble into white powder, which 


Q 2 make 
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makes a very valuable manure, and will 
render lands fruitful many years. 

. Lime, and lime-aſhes. The property of 
lime is to deſtroy noxious weeds and inſects, 
and fertilize the land. The ſeaſon for its uſe 

is when the land is ready toreceive the ſeed 
= but it is dangerous to uſe unſlacked lime, 
its heat parching the land too much. When 
the lime is properly burnt and flacked, and 
the aſhes war pretty equally and thick 
over the ground intended to be fattened 
thereby, and the farmer, in the firſt year, 
does not reap ſuch an abundant harveſt as 
he might ex the. ſecond will pay with | 
intereſt what the firſt could not afford. 
When we ſay it is proper to prepare entirely 
for the ſeed the ground upon which the lime 
ſhall be laid, the reaſon is, that it muſt be 
confidered, by ſcattering the lime and labour- 
ing afterwards, the lime will be turned under- 
ground, and its virtue ſtill deſcending, can 
no longer act near the ſurface of the earth to 
anſwer the end propoſed ; and therefore the 
land will continue to be over-run with noxious 
weeds and inſects, inſtead of being cleanſed 
from both. Wherefore, the reaſon is appa- 
rent, why the ground ought to be entirely 
laboured, before the lime be applied, that 
we may be affured it will remain upon the 
ſurface, and do the execution expected. 
BLoop. However this is neglected, it is 
one of the principal ſpecies of manure. The 
nature hercof being replete with ſalts, _ 
| 75 an 
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and ſpirits, ſhould demonſtrate how ratio 
it was to fertilize the earth. Every judicious 
farmer will, therefore, take care not to loſe - 
one. ſingle drop of that which is taken from 
his beaſts ; and furniſh himſelf with as much 
as he can procure from the ſhambles; it 
amply requiting him, by the fruitfulneſs of 
the land upon which it ſhall be ſprinkled. 
Nor can this be at all unnatural to campre- 
hend, fince the earth which breeds and nou- 
riſhes brute animals may be reaſonably enough 
ſuppoſed, to be conſtituted of that, which 
will renouriſh and refertilize the land again : 
and it may deſerve conſideration whether 
philoſophic means may not be diſcovered, 
which will ſo coagulate and preſerve the 
ſame from putrefaction, that it may be car- 
ried from cities and market-towns to any 
of the counties, and afterwards be properly 
diſſolved for the purpoſes of vegetation. 
STREET-DIRT, The goodneſs of this 
manure conſiſts in its being fat, well-diluted, 
and mixed with abundance of animal dung, 
and ſweepings thrown from houſes, with 
things that have the virtue of dung. It 
ought not, however, to be uſed until ſome 
time after it hath been collected, when it is 
thoroughly rotten, and well ſoaked with 
rain; and to accelerate its preparation, it 
ſhould be ſtirred from time to time, to im- 
bibe all the virtues of the air and dew, and 
be afterwards put in a poſition proper to 
- Q 3. throw 
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throw off the ſuperfluons quality of the aque- 
_ ous humidity. 

Soor contains a very: volatile falt, and 
produced from wood agrees well with oni- 
ons; but, with reſpe& to other vegetables, 
it ought not to be ufed- without great caution, 
on account of its acrimony. 

SALT-PETRE, or nitre and common falt. 
Nitre and ſalt are the moſt efficacious prin- 
ciples of vegetation; and that in them only 
conſiſts the virtue of all the dungs and every 
other kind of manure that are uſed: whence 
it is that all matter impregnated with theſe 
ſalts is proper for fertilizing the earth. 

Pr Als TER and rubbiſfi of old houſes. 
This matter is univerſally thrown away, as 
abſolutely uſeleſs, into places where it can 
turn to no account: notwithſtanding, the 
knowing farmer ſhould obſerve, that after 
the bricks, tiles, and ſtones are taken away, 
what remains will be vſeful, as it is a mixture 
of lime and clay, which hath been i impreg- 
nated with the fertilizing principles of the 
air, and the like exhalations of the earth, 
during a long ſeries of years; without taking 
into confideration the rotten wood, and other 
deeayed matter always belonging 'to ſuch 
places. Beſides, where plaiſter is common, 
we always ſee it engendring, or attracting 
Falt-petre in 'the lower or humid parts of the 
houſes ; and, therefore, theſe refuſe and deſ- 

;cible materials will all greatly contribute 
15 the enriching of lands, 


Fx Ace- 
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FRAGMENTS of ſlate, and lye-aſhes. 
When land that is too fat, and unctious, 
wants to be lightened and opened, it is a 
very good method to ſprinkle it with pow- 
dered ſlate or lixivious aſhes, which break 
the clods of earth, and give air to the in- 
terſtices; which penetrating into the interior 
parts, ſets in motion, and heats the falts and 
oil with which ſuch lands abound. 

BuknT ſtubble. The burning of this 
refuſe has been at all times univerſally known 
as the certain means of deſtroying weeds and 
inſects; but this practice js not without dan- 
ger. F or, if we do not take particular care, 
in obſerving from what point bo wind blows, 
great damage may be done to the fruit-trees 
and woods in the neighbourhood. In coun- 
tries where the graſs grows ſo thick, that the 
ſheep cannot conſume the whole, about the 
autumn they ſet fire to the dry graſs, that 
the new may ſprout up in the ſpring; and 
this is the reaſon of the extraordinary ferti- 
lity of theſe diſtricts, Divers farmers, in- 
deed; chuſe rather to plow it under ound, 
than to burn it ; thinking that by thus rot- 
ting, it renders the land more light and fruit- 
ful. But if it was firſt to rot for a twelye- - 
month or more in a moiſt place, or a ſtag- 
nated water, it might be plowed an to greater 
advantage. 

ALL putrefied ſubſtances. pute chien is 
the operation by which nature diſſolyes one 
body for the formation of another; it is, 


Q 4 there- 
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therefore, eaſy to conceive, that every thing 
which is putrified muſt favour vegetation ; 
and it is unneceſſary to infiſt farther upon the 
ſubject. | 

- Urine is full of falt and ſpirit ; but 
they are ſo ſtrong and acrimonious, that they 
burn every thing when the urine is em- 
ployed by itſelf; but if it be mixed with 
rain water, it then becomes an excellent 
manure, if gradually applied ; or, if it be 
from time to time caſt, not in too great a pro- 
rtion, upon dung manure, it will enrich 
it: but care muſt be taken not to throw it 
thereon in too large quantities at a time, leſt 
the humidity ſhould waſh away the ſalts 
from the dung, and rather injure than im- 
prove the ſame. 
' Wintg-LEEs. There are few vegetable 
ſubſtances that are more abundantly impreg- 
nated with the ſolar virtues than the vine; 
wherefore, the lees depoſited in the caſks 


by wine, are richly replete with vigorous 


falts and ſpirits: but care muſt be taken in 
covering ground with them, that their moſt 
ſubtile and volatile parts do not evaporate, or 
be waſhed too far below the ſurface of the 
earth to forward and improve the vegetable 


3 


- "CURRIER-LYE, &c. To this lye muſt be 
added all that comes from tan- works, fulling- 
mills, -dyers vats; and manufactures of wool, 
as well aß l the waſte in hide-dreſſing, hair 
and horti&f animals, and leather-works - 
IBF = al 
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14 
all kinds. Every thing, likewiſe, that be- 
longs to the animal kingdom is precious for 


thoſe purpoſes, on account of the nutritious 
falts, with which it abounds ; and theſe good 


qualities are augmented by the oil and fat 


uſed in preparing the greateſt part of it, or 
in keeping the leather in repair. That old 
leather, therefore, which is uſually thrown 
away, ought to be carefully preſerved for 
thoſe good purpoſes ; for whether ſcattered 
upon. the land, in ſmall pieces, or ſteeped and 
rotted in all ſorts of greaſy and dirty water; 
ſuch as diſh-waſhings, ſoap-ſuds, &c. kept 
for enriching lands, the wonderful effects of 
all theſe things will ſoon appear to the induſ- 
trious farmer. | 

PoTTER's earth is commonly employed 
upon ſandy grounds, and ſuch as retain no 
water ; it binds the earth, and fits it for the 
reception of ſuch other manure as will render 
it very fruitful, | 

PiT-coaL being greatly impregnanted 
with ſulphur and oil, ſea-ſand, and ſea-weeds, 


which abound with ſalts, and, indeed, every 


ſpecies of ſaline and oleaginous matter in ge- 
neral, will always make a beneficial manure ; 


for theſe ſalts and oils conſtitute the eſſential 


principles of all that is uſeful in the ordinary 


ſort of dungs; and when they become diſ- | 


ſolved into the primary, and general unſpeci- 


ficated principles of the elements, they ber 


* 
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come univerſal magnets to attract to the ſur- 


face 
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face of the earth, both from it's ſubterrane- 
ous as well as atmoſpherical parts more and 
more of the nutritious matters, whereby all 
the vegetable creation is reftored, and en- 
creaſed and multiplied, according to the na- 


ture of the ſeed ſown. | 


THERE are various other particulars, beſides 
what we have mentioned, t lat are requiſite to 
be obſerved, with relation to dungs in general, 
Tf the dung is not ſufficiently rotted, diffoly- 
_ ed and opened, it cannot fatten and fertilize 

the earth, in which it will remain ſeveral 
years, without being conſumed ; if it is too 
much rotted, and the ſaline and oily quali- 
ties too much diffolved, and therefore too 
much diſſipated, it will loſe the greateſt part 
of it's ſtrength, and not encreaſe the crop. 
Tn ditches it rots pretty well, when heaped 
together ; but it is apt to turn ſour, and then 
is uſeleſs. The beſt method, therefore, ſeems 
to be to place it on a gentle declivity, that 
the rain water may run off without ſouring 
it ; and to make the dunghill higher than it js 
broad, that ſcouring the ſurface, it may not 
damage it too much, and waſh away all the 
nutritive ſpirit, It will be very aſeful to dig 
ſinks below, and at ſome diſtance from the 
dunghills, in order to retain the juice, which 
if. properly fayed, is precious to every pru- 
dent farmer, for ſteeping his ſeeds before 
they are ſown, for it is replete with oil and 
falt, or for macerating different kinds of ma- 
pure, or for facilitating the putrefaction of 

20 | | horſe, 
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hot in their own nature. Due caution alſo 
muſt be uſed not to load an old heap with 
new dung, the weight of which will too 
much compreſs and ſqueeze out the fertiliz- 
ing ſubſtance of the old. 

Ir is neceſſary to make ſeparate heaps 
of each kind of dung; and alſo beneficial to 
mix them all together, that their different 
qualities being conſolidated, may produce a 
general manure, which may be every- Where 
uſed with ſucceſs : but it is difficult to lay 
down preciſe rules on this ſubject; the far- 
wers wn diſcretion will prompt him to exa- 
mine whether he has occaſion or not for any 
particular dung; and the nature of his 


grounds, with which he will endeavour to 


make himſelf acquainted, will furniſh him 
with certain rules for his conduct in this 
reſpect. 

We may obſerve in the general, that all 


land is either cold or moiſt, or hot and dry: 


upon this ſimple principle, reaſon dictates the 
application of hot, dung to cold lands; and 
cold to hot ; but as there are different de- 
grees of heat and dryneſs, and of cold and 
humidity, the attentive farmer will take care 
to proportion the quality and quantity of the 
dung to the quality of the land ; and this 
may be done by mixing together theſe diffe- 
rent ſpecies of dung or other manure, which 
are the beſt adapted to the ſoil, which they are 
intended to meliorate. This is a matter of 


inter - 


horſe, or other dungs that are very dry and 


| 
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intereſting reflection to the farmer; for, be- 
ſides that he cannot be well acquainted with 
the quality of the ground, but by dint of ex- 
perience and accurate obſervation, he muft 
not flatter himſelf that it will remain always 
in the ſame ſtate. A rivulet that uſed to run 
adjoining to a field, chancing to change it's 
. courſe, is ſufficient to alter that field from 
moiſt and cool to hot and dry. This example, 
we-mention, from a thouſand others of the 
ſame kind, which we might urge, to con- 
vince every man who cultivates his land, that 
he ought to be perpetually attentive to the 
methods, which reaſon and experience dictate 

him to take with it, if he would reap good 
fruit from his labours. 

As the ſame grain is not always ſown, 
ſo neither ſhould the ſame dung be always uſed 
upon the ſame ground. This method is 
founded on ſound philoſophy. We know 
that the earth and dung are fall of ſalts and 
oils, or unctuoſities of various kinds, and other 
prolific qualities impenetrable to the human un- 
derſtanding. But reaſon and experience teach 
us that they do not all equally concur in the 

uction of fruits. While ſome are in agi- 
tation, and exhauſt themſelves, others remain 
in ination and are accumulated in virtue: for 
which reaſon the earth ought to be ſowed 
with different kinds of ſeeds; which leaving 
the weakned ſalts at reſt, attract thoſe which 
they find in vigor and abundance. On the 


. — the earth being too often . 
wit 
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with the ſame dung, becomes cloyed with a | 


kind of ſalt and oil that predominates in that 
manure, ſo as not to be able to attract and in- 
corporate them with her own: it cannot, 
therefore, but be very beneficial to furniſh 
her with a new kind, for her freſh' invigora- 
tion, For it may be eaſily conceived, that 
in dunged grounds, the ſalts and fat of the 
manure do not a& ſeparately from thoſe of 
the earth, but may unite and incorporate to- 
gether by the heat of the earth and ſun, and 
the action of the air; which penetrating 
every where, diffuſe through the whole maſs, 
a certain nutritive fire and humidity, which 
are the life of all things. 

To the knowledge of the different kinds 
of dung that agree with different lands, is 
joined the care of preparing them for the 
time at which they will be wanted. Expe- 
rience will inſtruct the diligent farmer how 
long they ought to lay in the ſtall, and how 
long afterwards in the air, for their being 
brought to perfection. The dung being car- 
ried into the field, is laid, in ſmall heaps, at 
a certain diſtance from each other, before it 
is ſpread: the ſpots where theſe heaps have 
been are eaſily known, by the peculiar plenty 
of corn they yield. It is, therefore, a very 
prudent method of fertilizing the land more 
equally, to multiply the number of heaps, 
- leave but few places of diſtance between 
them, a> 
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Tur farmer would expoſe himſelf to 
eat loſs, if in multiplying the heaps of 
dung, he ſhould lay on more than the land 
may require: the corn, indeed, would ſpring 
up with great force, but the ears in forming 
would ſtarve each other; the ſtraw would be 
flimſey ; the grain ſmall; the wind and rain 
would eaſily lay them; nor would they be 
able to riſe without great difficulty. The 
multiplication of heaps then, whereof we have 
ſpoken, conſiſts in making them ſmaller than 
uſual, that they may be nearer to one an- 
Ix it be dangerous to dung a field to 
exceſs, it is not leſs ſo to underdo it with 
manure. When there is a ſcarcity of dung, 
which is a great misfortune (and which with 
a ſkilful farmer need never be the caſe, if 
what has been ſaid be duly attended to) it is 
better to ſow no more than a part of the land; 
which can be well manured, than to loſe 
the feed upon that which can have none, or 
to dung the whole ſo ſuperficially that the har- 
veſt, will ſcarce defray the expence of culti- 
vation. However, as the loſs will be viſible, 
and attended with detrimental conſequences 
for the enſuing years, the {ſkilful farmer will, 
in due time, take proper meaſures for obtain- 
ing a ſufficient quantity of dung, or ſeek for 
reſources to ſupply the want of it from 
the variety of thoſe things which 


have been mentioned: and it is apprehended - 
that we have enumerated ſufficient, that he 
| may 
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may praftiſe ſome of them to advantage: 
but if he does not want water, or rain, and 
knows how judiciouſly to apply what has 
been intimated, he can never want good ma- 
nure, let his fituation be as it will; and when 
he tries things in miniature, he will not be - 
backward ih their execution in grand. 

As the nature of the ſoil determines the 
time when the dung ought to be applied, fo 
the nature of the dung preſcribes the time 
and manner of putting it under ground. Cold 
land requiring hot dung, it ought to be laid 
on early, and quickly buried, leſt it's virtue 
ſnould evaporate ; for the moiſture of the 
earth is ſufficient to complete the rotting. 
To hot and dry land fat dung is applied ; in 
which there is no riſk in carrying it out late, 
and leaving it ſome time on the land when 
ſpread, before it is covered. The ſun, by 
acting upon this, facilitates it's putrefaction; 

and it attracts from the air a En and nitte, 
whereby it's virtue is augmented ; and it will 
be ſufficient to till, when wanted to plough 
in. In the general, whatever dung or ma- 
nure is ufed, or whatever the time may be 
when it is covered in, care muſt be taken 
that it is not buried to deep, It is near the 
ſuperficies of the earth that the corn takes 
root, and there it ſhould meet with the aſ- 
22 of the manure, which is prepared 
or it. . N 

Wuar has been ſaid of dung in general 
may be applied to ſeyeral kinds of thoſe ma- 

| nures, 


nures, which have been intimated: but it will. 
- be neceſſary to obſerve, that when aſhes are 
ſcattered upon the land, there is no occaſion 


to bury them: in remaining expoſed to the 


air, the dews and the rain will diſſolve their 
ſalts, which diſſolution enters into a ſufficient 
depth in the earth to anſwer the end intend- 
ed; and therefore they need not be buried. 
ALL thoſe various manures cannot be pre- 
pared in the ſame quantity; and many will 
diſdainfully reject thoſe which cannot be col- 
lected at a ſmall expence, and employed in 
large quantities: but without examining 
whether theſe notions may not proceed from 
indolence no leſs than ignorance, it may 
be obſerved, for the benefit of thoſe who 
have but ſmall means, and are not poſſeſſed of 
a ſufficient quantity of dung, that in. taking 
advantage of. what has been ſaid, in divers 
parts of theſe papers, they may, without much 
expence, find ways to fertilize their gardens 
without employing their dung ; and that may 
be wholly employed on their ploughed lands. 
They cannot but obſerve alſo, from theſe re- 
marks, how eafily they may encreaſe the 
ſtrength as well as the quantity of certain ma- 
nures. The ſmal] poſſeſſions of many, in- 
ſtead of diſcouraging ought, to animate them 
to beſtow good culture upon their lands: they 
ſhould reflect that perſons in the midſt of 
wealth are impoveriſhed by negligence, while 
ef pooreſt are - enriched by induſtry and 
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Tunis ſketch upon agriculture extracted 


from the writings of thoſe, who ſeem to have 
treated the ſubje&t moſt rationally, with 
our obſervations occaſionally incorporated, is 
with no view to be thought to write expreſly 
upon this ſubject, and, therefore, to give any 
thing complete upon this topic: no; that is 
not our intention; we mean no more by 
what we have obſerved on this head; than to 
ſhow the advantage and utility that our coun- 
try gentlemen may derive from the regular 
ſtudy. of agriculture in all it's branches; in 
order to enable them to give profitable in- 
ſtructions to their tenants how to improve 
their lands to the beſt advantage. For, how- 
ever much they may rely on the practical 
{kill and experience of their tenants; it ſhould 
not be forgot, that all the knowledge of the 
farmer, was originally derived from the phi- 
loſopher ; and it is upon him chiefly that the 
gentry muſt depend for all future improve- 


ment of the like nature : the philoſopher muſt 


direct, the farmer execute: and to what a 


pitch of production the lands of Great Bri- 


tain might be brought no one can preſume to 
ſay; if gentlemen would make this an eſſen- 
tial part of their ſtudy, or would take the 
proper meaſures to give due public encoura- 
gement to thoſe who ſhould devote them- 
ſelyes to it. To this end the gentry ſhould 
not be backward in promoting the ſociety be- 
fore recommended, for the improvement of 


arts and trades, for the art of huſbandry 1s not 


Vor. I. R leſs 
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leſs deſerving of their care and protection 


than any other that can fall under their con- 


fideration, If gentlemen once delighted in 
this the nobleſt of ſtudies v; if, after divine 
ſervice, the parſon ſhould give the farmers a 
plain lecture in their ſtyle and language upon 
the arts of  farniſhed them by the 


gentry; and put them upon trying miniature 


and unexpenfive experiments; and if gentle- 
men themſelves bore the extra-expence of 


ſueh new” trials upon certain parts of their 


eſtates, might they not very ſenſibly experi- 
ence the benefit and advantage thereof? Why 


ſhould not the parliament enable the fociety 


| to give pieces of plate to encourage/our far- 


mers in huſbandry in general, as well as the 
crown does in regard to the breed of horſes 
only ? We know in what high veneration the 


| ancients held to encourage the breed of horſes. 


Ir is remarkable in the hiſtory of nations, 
that when the gentry have declined in their 
regard and attention to the arts of huſbandry; 


and when they have deſerted and abandoned 


the country, it e ee, 
re 1 


. 1 "HJ not Wag - hed 17 Columetts, that Ke are, 
but I myſelf have — ſchools of profeſſors of rhetoric, and as 


Ihave already ſaid of and-mufic f or, which is more 


to be wondered at, academies for the moſt contemptible vices, 
ſor delicately drefling and — victuala, for contriving 


and making ap — and for pro tto- 
ny and luxury ; and I haye alſo ſeen. head · dre hair- 
trimmers ; but, of agriculture, I have never known any that 


| profeſid themſelves citherteachers-0r tudencs, Lid. M cap 


wherein 
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Dive in town, abandoning themſelves wholly 
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who formerly refided much in the condiry, 
Seen their own! mite and, madages 


eir own affairs, h . 7 
gement of all to bailifs and ſtewards, and ha 


in a great meaſure, - deſerted the count 


to its pleaſtires, and diverſions ; that the wo- 


men, not as formerly, ſtriving to excel in all 
parts of Houfwifry, and taking upon them- 


ſelves the whole burden of domeſtic affairs 


within doors, were become ſo delicate, and 


ſuch lovers of the town, that they could not 
endure to paſs a few weeks in the country, 
and thought it greatly below themſelves to 


caſt their eyes upon the inſtruments of huſ- 


bandry ; that, inſtead of manufacturing wool 
and flax at home for their own family's uſe, 
as tlie celebrated Roman matrons were for- 
merly wont to do, they could not endure 
home made clothes, but, by flattering ca- 
reſſes, obtained of their huſbands ſuch as were 
more collly.; to purchaſe which, they often 


expended almoſt their whole yearly income ; 


that men, by their diſſolute and intemperate 


9 ” living, 
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vated, 815 they were almoſt dead while a- 

live, and death ſeemed to make no great alte- 

ration in them: ſo that they ſoon became uſe- 
leſs both to themſelves, and to their country: 


_ themſelves a comfortable and honourable ſub- 
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living, had ſo diſſipated and waſted their na- 
tural ſtrength, and” "heir bodies were ſo ener- 


that many choſe rather, by ſervile attendance, 
vain expectations, and fruitleſs Coll citations, 
to conſume their time, and their ſubſtance, 
than, by carefully improving and cultivating 
their paternal inheritance, and thereby raiſe for 


ſiſtence and revenue, free from all abject pd | 
flaviſh dependency. This ſham ful dege 

racy from the Hine of their anceſtors, +. yl 
neral corruption of manners, at length 7 N 
fatal to the Roman ſtate; and, E 
ing, the ſame cauſes produce the ſame 
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DISSERTATION X. 
The landed and trading intereſis connecti uely 
confidered, and in what manner country 
i gentlemen and planters may promote the 
| benefit of their ęſtates, in conjunction with 
= that of the nation. 7 


ROM what has been ſaid, it is ſcarce 
poſſible that the landed gentleman 
ſhould not glaringly diſcern how his own 
proſperity is intimately interwoven with that 
of the national commerce ; and that nothin 
can be more naturally conductive to bo 
than the due improvement of every inch of 
his lands, according to what it ſhall be found 
to admit of. For the more uſeful and eſti- 
mable productions the land affords, as ob- 
jects of trade and merchandizing, the greater 
will be the gain of the land-holder, and the 
greater treaſures will be brought into the 
kingdom from our foreign negoce. | 

Ir is not cultivating of lands at random, 
as is too much the caſe, that will beſt 
promote the intereſt of land or trade. Thoſe. 
Intereſts are the beſt promoted by cultivating 
och things as commerce points out to be 
R 3 the 
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the moſt beneficial to both. And how are 
theſe ſpecific particulars to be 781 but from 
the knowledge of trade; which informs us 
of our exports and 1 and of our 
trafficable intercourſe w all parts of the 
THe increaſe of new productions for our 
3 and foreign trade depends on the far- 
ther tranſplanting and communicating of the 
ſeveral natural commodities of all nations, to 
other airs and other ſoils which may require 
different arts of huſbandry from thoſe of their 
original native ſoil: for want of the latter, 
many tranſplantations may prove abortive and 
W that might have been other- 
wile with the requiſite management. For 
the art of huſbandry and agriculture is exten- 
le and 2 12 1 *\rtherto brought, 
phat erm nd, 55 its ne Fin | 
ſeems from hence pretty ev __ that 
ere is no land ſo well furniſhed as to pro- 
pw W the various ap 10 Len, Bhd. it 


: pable of 1. 0 e cult ltiration; 
25 ad ny many il * alle Fe con- 
54 11 are utterly barren, 

— want ant of Mie — art. 

Tuxer improyemenis depend chiefly upon 
various kinds of endeavours. Some are by 
e es out of one. land into another, 
Th ſituation, in 19 of the hea- 
To os mY, be tried by Faneeying the 
- eaſtern; ſpices and other ulcful vegetables, 
. our weſtarn Plantations For it * 
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be imagined, why, by the means of art and 
labour, they ſhould . thrive. in one Indies, 
and not in * other; why the principles of 
vegetation ſhould not prove as efficaciouſly 
operative where the ſun ſets, as where it 
rifes ; ſeeing there are parts of both, which 
lie under the ſame influence of that, and of 
the othet celeſtial bodies; to whoſe kindly 
heat and neighbourhood, the oriental na- 
tions are preſumed to owe their natural ad- 
vantages ariſing from the ſurface as well as 
the internal bowels of the earth. But if 
there happens to be a difference in the ſoil, 
may not art, properly applied, as we have 
ſhewn in general in the laſt diſfertation, ſup- 
ply that deficiency ? May not the incorpora- 
tion of ſoils, with the temperature of the 
oper manure, be productive in the Weſt- 
dies of divers of their moſt eſtimable ve- 
getables in the caſt ? Till, well conducted, and 
effectual trials are made, no one will preſume 
to anſwer dogmatically in the negative. 
Ir, upon the proper trial, it ſhould be 
found otherwiſe, it may poſſibly be attri- - 
buted to other cauſes than what are gene- 
rally a apprehended ; it may be owing to an 
eſſential difference in the ſubterraneous | 
of the globe; for they may not be leſs va- 
rious than their ſuperficies; and thoſe eſſen- 
tial differences —— the center to the cir- 
cumference of the earth, may have a great 
or leſs effect and communication with the 


celeſtial influences; and conſequently may 
| R 4 more 


by 
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more or leſs affect the vegetable productions 

the ſurface; and, therefore, it may 

not neceſſarily follow, that the ſame vegeta- 

bles ſhould grow and flouriſh equally in the 

fame latitude, where the ſun ſets, as where 
it riſes. 

WHEREFoRE, to make a right judgment 
of the vegetable natures, and to know, as it 
were, à priori, where the exotics may be 
preſumed to thrive, and where not; it may 
not be leſs neceſſary to ſcrutinize into the 
boſom of the earth for a conſiderable depth, 
than it is to conſider the climate, or the ex- 
ternal ſoil. If the internal parts of the earth 
in the Weſt-Indies ſhall indicate the fame 
criteria as thoſe in the Eaſt in the ſame lati- 
tude; if the ſojl ſhall be found to be of 
the fame heat and quality when properly 
examined into; and if the weſt ſhall not leſs 
abound than the eaſt with kindly dews and 
rains, and other kinds of humidities; if 
iſlands, with their other natural circum- 
ſtances, can be judged to produce the ſame, 
when ſurrounded by the ſea, as lands on 
the continent may; if all circumſtances, when 
duly weighed and compared, ſhall concur to 
promiſe fair to afford that in the weſt which 
is done in the eaſt ; then it will be impru- 
dent not to make the trial, with reſpect to 
any thing of the vegetable kind that will 
prove beneficial to the intereſts of our land, 


or 1 our trade, 


es. * mar 


[ 249 ] 


"THAT the internal ſtructure and qualities 
of the earth have a viſible effect on vegeta- 
tion on the ſurface is apparent ; for the riſe of 
the warm mineral exhalations diſcolours the 
trees or graſs of the place; and when they are 

too powerful, may prejudice the vegetable na- 
tures, by parching their roots too much, and 
thereby ſo coagulating them as to undiſ- 
poſe their radical fibres for the reception of 
that natural nutriment, which promote their 
growth and multiplication. - This is the caſe 
when the mineral qualities lie too near the 
vegetable natures ; but when they happen to 
be at a greater diſtance, and encompaſſed 
with obſtructions, then the. gradual rarefac- 
tion of their warm exhalations may aſſiſt in- 
ſtead of obſtruct vegetation, If the mine- 
ral natures, indeed, nearly approximate to 
the vegetable, and happen to be'of the ar- 
ſenical ſulphurous kind, the vapours may 
communicate ſome noxious, inſtead of fa- 
lubrious qualities to vegetable nature, if they 
do not impede the growth, There are alſo 
mineral qualities, whoſe warm exhalations 
ariſe- at a proper diſtance, that will help 
and expedite vegetation, and not injure 
but adminiſter additional virtues, perhaps, to 
vegetables: ſuch as theſe are all feruginous 
minerals, and other ſemi-minerals, as pit-coal, 
maganeſe, and divers innoxious ſulphureous 
foſils, &c. 3 - 492 
However pernicious many mineral va- 
pours may prove to vegetation, if they too 
nearly 
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nearly approach the ſurface of the earth, 
they exhale in too great abundance; yet 
the moſt pernicious ſeem to have a fermen- 
tative quality, that ſo opens and unboſoms 

in parts of the earth, that ſet at 
liberty her wholeſome ſubterraneous fires, 
which, conquer and ſubdue. the inſalubrious 
ones; whereby thoſe wholeſome, warm, ſub- 
terrancous exhalations may no leſs contribute 
to vegetation than the ſun and other celeſ- 
tial bodies: and, indeed, it ſhould ſeem to 
appear, that without the ſubterraneous heat 
innoxious, and the conſtant rarefaction of its 
warm vapours, the vegetable tribe could not 
thrive ſo well by the mere ſolar and other ce- 
leſtial influences; for the eſſential uſe of the 


ſun in nature, with relation to vegetation, 


ſeems to be to exhale, in conjunction with 
the terreſtrial heat, chat er humidity 
from the earth, chat would impede, inſtead 
of forwarding vegetation; but the greateſt 
conſtant degree of heat that vegetables ſeem 
to receive appears rather to be owing far 
more to that of the earth than of the ſun, 


or any other celeſtial bodies ; for if the earth 


was abſolutely deſtitute of its internal heat, 
perhaps no vegetables would grow at all, ſo 
as to increaſe and multiply their feed in the 
manner. that nature has ordained, But to 
return. to the application of theſe few words 
to the ſubject in hand; which is this: 

I Ir: vegetation ſhall be found greatly to de- 


pond * the heat which is "concentrated 


and 
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and emboſomed withio the heart of the earth, 
ſuch parts of the earth that may more abound 
with a terreſtrial, concentrated, innoxious 
heat, than others do, may raiſe and produce 
vegetables by tranſplantation in climates much 
colder than thoſe hot ones, where they are 
naturally raiſed ; and where ſych ſubterranc- 
ous heat may not be ſo ſtrong and potential as 
in hotter climates, And, perhaps, on ex- 
amination, this may not proye an unnatural gr 
irrational way of accounting for the growth 
of many vegetables in cold climates that were 
originally the natives of hot ones, If theſe 
principles ſhoyld be found true, on experi- 
mental examination, this will afford great en- 
couragement to Britiſh ſubjects to make trial 
on the growth and production of divers ve- 
getables in the Brin dominions, that they 
might think impoſſible to thrive in them. 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, as well as 
our American plantations, abound with a 
great plenty of warm and falubrious mineral 
and foſſil natures; which may, in a great 
meaſure ſupply the place of ſolar and other 
celeſtial heats ; and if ſuch vegetables, which 
will prove beneficial to the nation to pro- 
duce, and require a greater degree of heat 
than our climate will admit of from celeſtial - 
influence, were tried to be produced upon 
ſoils that abound with proper ſubterrancqus 
mineral heat, the effect might anſwer: what 
it could not do upon other foils; however 
near they might ſeem to approach Wg 
e 


amended, and by 
for the reception | 
the ſeed intended to be ſowed. Firſt trials 
"ſhould be as little expenſive as the nature 5 
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the uality of thoſe ſoils wherein ſuch Ve- 


bles thrive in their native climes and 
dils. N +41. | 
Bur here it ſhould be obſerved, that al- 
though we would not wholly and abſolutely de- 
pend upon the ſoil of the ſurface of the earth in 


our clime for the production of vegetables, 


which grow naturally in others of the ſame lati- 
tude; yet the due een of a ſurface ſoil i, 
by no means, to be diſregarded ; no more is that 
of a proper manure to be therewith duly in- 

porated : no, none of the eſſential parti- 


culars are to be neglected in the art of huſ- 


bandry, in the making of new experiments ; 
they are all to be tried as circumſpectly and 
ſagaciouſly, as if no regard whatever was to 


be paid to the ſubterranean heat; unleſs that 


by experience ſhould in ſome places be found 


to be too violent, or too ineffetual ; in ſuch 


caſes, the ſkilful huſbandman will accom- 
modate his manure accordingly, and render 


it hotter or colder, as has been taken notice 
of in the preceding differtation. | 


Nox may. it prove leſs material to inti- 
mate, that we ſhould not be too ſuddenly dif- 
couraged from making our exotic vegetable 
attempts upon kindly mineral lands, from the 


unpromiſing appearance of the external ſu- 


perficial ſoil; for that may be gradually 
pe compoſts made fit 


of the ſuitable manure and 
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the caſe will admit; yet they ſhould be ef- 
fectual, or they will not prove fair trials. A 
ſmall quantity of land, even a quarter of an 
acre, or leſs may be ſome times ſufficient 
whereon to make experiments, that may 
prove lucrative, and lead to others more ſo, 
Ax objection to what has been faid, may 
naturally ariſe in the mind of an attentive rea- 
der; viz. that in cold climes, the chill of 
the external air may make trials on exotic 
abortive in warmer, notwithſtanding the ex- 
traordinary ſubterranean heat, or the pro- 
priety of the manure and the ſuperficial ſoil, 
and the utmoſt ſtretch of art and induſtry in 
the huſbandman. This may certainly prove 
the caſe in very tender vegetable productions; 
but in thoſe that are ſomething more robuſt, 
experience may probably prove, that thoſe 
fears and apprehenſions have been groundleſs; 
for the continued and perpetual rarefaction of 
the warmexhalations of kindly mineral earths, 
will greatly contribute to ſubdue the chilly 
2 of the circumambient atmoſphere ; 
or cold being a privation of heat, if the ab- 
ſence thereof is ſupplied by a warm and kind- 
ly nouriſhing ur, it may, in a great 
meaſure, anſwer a e end og, ſolar heat: ſuch 
experience may, however, anſwer to 
b if the ay uction ſhould not — ag | 
great quantities, as might be wiſhed for. 
Nox do ſome mineral lands only abound © 
with concentrated heat, and the NN 
| 5 aben- 
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aſcenſion of warm rarefiec vapours, but all 
kinds of lands do more of leſs abound there- 
with, the ſttongeſt and moſt fixed 
mineral have the moſt therein incorpo- 
rated, and do continually attract from the ſolar 
f ſtem 4 greater quantity thereof than other 
of earths, not ſo coheſtve, nor ſo magnetical 
and retentive of heat as thofe ſubſtances are; 
and ſuch conſequently carmot emit and admi- 
nifter that "conſtant degree of nouriſbing 
that the others do. Of the 
un mineralized fands, thofe which are found, 
when bored, to a good depth, with 2 black 
ey foil, ound with the degree 
of heat; and if they come up moift, it wilt 
be # ſign, that they abound Hits certain de- 
gree of Humidity ſufficient to fet their heat 
. the promotion of the 

es that may require a 
, be Ke that irs Soy, Wy 
the improvernent of vegetation depends 
any thing apo the knowledge of the internal 
of the land, why ſhould not boring 

of lands prove as 2 fuck diſcovery, 
as ir is in wok ratice of minervlogy, for the 
of lah] earths? 
node I never obferved, that the con- 
- ſideration-of the inward quality of the bowels 

of the earthy has bern judged neceffarytowirds 
the 1 nt of HaſBandry ;. yet it may 
be nevertheleſs' requifite; Bur if it ſhall be 


foond true om experimental trials, hay 
or 
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ford greater advantages than moſt are aware 
of; and that it is falſe no. one will ſay, till 
he has ved it to be fo. That the fumes 
iffuing from vegetables are not leſs noxions 
than from ern is certain, when we ſet 
them on fire; and there may not be {6 eſ- 
ſential a difference perhaps, between the na- 
tare of vegetables and minerals as ſome may 
be wont to imagine. However, we reſtrain 
our remarks to the vapours of fach minerals 
a9 are the leaft hurtful. 
 Wuerx lands that abound with enivicral 
qualities will turn to better account in refear- 
ches of that nature than to apply them to ve- 
getation, the latter will be neglected; though 
they both onght/ to go hand in hand; for 
ſmall tracts of land that afford mines or coal 
may afford Pans, profits, but not ad- 
mit of being but to a certain ex- 
tent: and the remainder of fack lands, ho- 
ever unpromiling, may frequently be convert- 
ed to beneſicial culture, upon the principles 
that have been ſuggeſted. But before we 
fpeak more in relation to the interior treaſure 
of lands, we ſhialf fay a word more upon the 
tation from foreign elimes; 


oe: of tranſplan 
this N- may be beneficially purfued as 
well with reſpect to animals as 

 SoMETIMEs the elime, the land; the ſoil, 
and the air, being changed, will give a new 
force to the new gueſts; as the Arabian ſteed, 
by mingling with our breed; produces a more 
ferviceable race than either of them ſingle; 


And 


And ſometimes the alteration will prove for 
the worſe, which muſt be always guarded 
againſt ; as the vine of France brought into 
England, and the horſes and dogs of England 
into France; both which, as they have been 
hitherto managed, have been found to de- 
generate . That the brute ani- 
mals, as well as the vegetables, of particular 
climates, may be preſerved, and ſome of 
them meliorated in regard to their ſkins, 
hides, hair, and wool, does not appear ſuch 
a difficulty as ſome would make it, much 
leſs an impoſſibility, as many would have: 
but I leaye that to the conſideration of others. 
- ANOTRER way of this kind of improve- 
ment to be tried, is by tranſplanting'the pro- 
ductions of the country from one part there- 


of into another, and by practiſing every where 


all the ſorts of huſbandry, which are uſed in 
ſome places with ſucceſs. That this only is 
not enough practiſed in England, is manifeſt 
to every one that beholds the Kentiſh or- 
chards, and the Herefordſhire hedges, which 
ſeem to upbraid the indolence and ſupine- 
neſs of other of our counties, whoſe high- 
ways are only fenced with thorns and briars, 
or with hazel; - while theirs are adorned 
and beautified with apples, pears, and cher- 
ries ; which will afford food, as well as ſa- 
lubrious liquors. | RT 

In theſe tranſplantations that have been 
made, the chief progreſs that we have hither- 
to made, has been 1 


* 
ODOR JO TUNUP FSI TPRERS 


2371 
of curioſities, to adorn cabinggs and gardent, 
than for the ſolidity of lucrative philoſophi- 
cal diſcoveries; yet certainly there may be 
a great advantage made in them all, both for 
the one and the other. And in this it will 
be found, as in many other things, that, if 
men 5 wil intend a little curioſity and delight, 
will not reap much more by their pains; 
but wb they regard real uſe, not — the pro- 
fit, but a greater delight will alſo fallow. 
Fox our nt herein; whatever 
s of this natute have ſucceeded, they 
have hong — at IgE to the benefit y ts 
he orange of china, being 
brought wht Portugal, has drawn a great re- 
venue every year from the city of London 
alone. The vine of the root in 
the Canaries, has produced a far more deli- 
cious juice, and has made the rocks and the 
. iſlands, one * _ 
| ſpots of ground in the world. 
if 220. produce ſilk, cochineal, — 
ſpices in their American colonies, might not- 
this kingdom reap unſpeakable emoluments 
thereby? If the filk-worm only ſhould, at 
length, be effectually brought to thrive. there, 
we 2 happen to give a great part of the 
tuk cloathing to various parts of Europe, of + 
Our Owa: produce, as well as manufacture. 
May we not, in ſome meaſure, conceive the- 
extraordinary adva that will attend thi 
by conſidering: what number of caravans, a 
how many great cities in Perſia are — 
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by that manufagt 


revenue? .. = 


By conſulting our "<uftombouſe book of 


rates, the country gentleinen. of this nation, 
and our planters ia America, will be directed 
to variety of particulars, that, very! probably, 
may be produced from Hritiſn b Lade Ler 
of the drugs 
and dying-waeds, and dther materials that 
we import from-divers countries; and 
cafily be diſcovered, that the bulk of 
ht as well be our on 
ns, as in the countries where they 
are, if. tho ſtate would once give proper en- 
— — for the: purpoſe; and be aſſured 
encalgagemient: given was faithful 
applied. And wiiſle other nations ſhall Fl 
miniſh in the imports of Britiſh: commodities, 
is it not the beſt — rt ourſelves by 
leſſening our im theirs, lyin 
ouxſelyes with de ll like, or ſuch 2 2 — 
tually anſwer the like as cheap as 
we can have them? Will not this prove a 


more natural way to roſtrain or prohibie ſuch 


impottations than the reſtraints of high du- 
ties ot prahibitions, and thereby prevent natio- 
nal dings with-other 
ſtates? Or, will any one ſay, that it is the more 


eign commodity for the ſake of 
ſhillings. by a duty of cuſtoms to the re- 


are aloft, and whitt mighty | 
income it annually ain. hy 


venue ? Becauſe our cuſtomhouſe duties are 
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rity for their dbts, are bg ad 
continue impoxters 

. 4 till a Kiva 

vi rive to A oduce 


within ourſelves? ttt; ant 
55 man e to 5 that it is 
mote for th ppb benefit that the nation 


mr 


ſhould expe n or — vear with 
forei ner 10 or der . raiſe * — 11 thou» 
ſand pounds to of Aer by cuſtoms, than 
to fave hy mi 1088 a 12 . 
and raile 
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ihe a 
that this principle is really : 


adopted by too 


many; and pot by thoſe. only whoſt 1 


ments on thoſe points 888 di 
and even contemned, ba Y- 
who would be thought to. hang * e 
knowledge in public hufin 
men age. employed gn, the . ſervice of the 
ſtate; muſt not the nation expect eyery clog, 
every diſcouraging e and —.— 
tion to improvements of Age . 1 f pr 
arts, or our, manufactures not ſu; [= 
latively ſcandalous to hear men 4:90 b 
 conflitution of. the revenue N by no 
means, be infringed, though, 
don in the gature of it Ty mend 
dom millions ? But if the national creditors, 
will be better contented 22 another kind 
of fund-ſecurity | than, what they at preſent 
have; why ſhould this, or the other mem- 
ber of parſiament preſume to * it; and 
836 affirm 


eſs. While ſuch 
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affirm that the preſent ſtate of the revenue 
ſhall de inviolably preſerved when it muſt 
ve the ruin of the nation * 
HEN the immutable ſtate of the Britiſh 
kits and commerce ſhall be demonſtrated, 
pe may then think of rendering our laws 
relating thereto immutable likewiſe : but long 
and daily experience ſhews the impoſſibility 
hereof, — ett therefore the general maxim is 
to be condemned, good alicy having often 
found it indiffentably neceſſary to break 
through it; but this is a topic whoſe impor- 
tance deſerves a ag conſidems on by it- 


ſelf; which, perha one day give 
It 'To reſume me. 12 our land- im- 
2 " 


ving y ſpoken to the vegetable 
3 and of nature; and ſhewn the 
4 great Probi df our national advances , in 
4 theſe two greaGreigns of nature; it may not 
1 be improper to * a: word upon the ſubter- 
3 raneous kingdom of mfſerals and foffif ; for 
this, no lei than the other two, preſent us 
with innumerabl@ articles, as the objects of 
trade and commerce, even from the diamond - 
to the pebble, and from the gold to the iron. 
Here we muſt gake things as nature has al- 
ready prepared them to our hands: and how 
many gentlemen have enjoyed a og eſtate 
_under-ground within the cgmpals of half a 
dozen acres, than they have e 
within that 'of half a thouſand? For this 
Have been indebted to the art of minero- 


logy , 
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logy, not hat of huſbandry; and ſure no 
gentleman fhould be ignorant of it and all 
its uſeful appendages. 

Tuis art inſtructs fs in the ways of find- 
ing, judging, and digging of mines. Be- 
fore this art can be practiſed to advantage, it 
requires no inconſiderable compaſs of know 
ledge; it requires a competent {kill in the 
nature, effluvia, and effects of miner mat- 
ters, whether earths, ſalts, ſulphurs, ſtones, 
ores, clays, boles, marles, bitumens, gems, 
or metals. Nor ſhould ſuch an enquirer be 
unknowing in the various ſtrata of the earth, 
nor unſki in * hydraulics, levelling, and 
mechanics: without which, the gentleman 
can never judge what mountain, plain, or 
valley is proper for his inquifſtion; in What 
manner to ſearch ; how the beds of ore will 
dip or run; how water may be diſcharged 
that ſhall flow in upon his works, or how 
the general proceſs of mining may be con- 
ducted at the leaſt hazard and expence, and 
bring to day-light the treaſhre ſought after. 
And here the landed gentleman muſt take to 
his aſſiſtance a ſkilful and experienced miner; 
and not only ſo, but he muſt q faithful, or 
he may ſooner impoveriſh enrich his 
employer; for they practiſe variety of de- 
ceits and impoſitignss The ſhort and beſt 
way to deal with them ſeems to be to limit 
their working to a certain time; and to in- 
duce them to work to the beſt of their 
knowledge, and the moſt expeditiouſly and 
8 3 faith- 
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faithful "Ol to make it * their intereſt, by 
giving 1 l additional advantive; beſides 
an Fe their labour, in proportion to the 
quantity of ore they 9 all be able to raiſe, 
Crxrais it , that many have acquired 
e eſtates by mining, and many have been 
| 80357 injured t by it 3-bat if gentlenien reſide 
upon the ſpot, ' nd have competent ſkill to 


gourd ainft fraud and deluſton, people may 
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vr thefe are her: ſubterrancous trea- 

ſureFthat" turn to no leſs profit than mines, 
d not Hable to be Ae with hazard or 
eit; we mean thoſe'bf fine Class, lands, 

holes, warle, Toams,” ahd variety. of curious 


and Eſthnabſe fol. delicate clays the 


exten ſide att of pottery cohſiſts; which is 


4 contem tible' branch of trade.” Have not 


e Hollthders” raped great advantages by 
their Delft ware? E the Chick and 
eſdeners by their potcelain tnanufattures, 


whoſe” 2 2 is no more than fine cla s duly 


prepared, 1 and artfullV mixed and incorpo- 


rated ? eee, o by their fagacity in | 


of "thi "may 2 ver fihe clays 
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by it: nor pape * Yi" proved leſs ſo 
for the glaſt mabfaktufcsd and many marls 
ol 2 habe anfwered to good rpoſe. 
A perfon hot. incuffous in His OAT into 
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repent of his curipſity. Even Briſtol ſtones, 
ſpars, pony have turned o ood profit, 
as well as ain mercafites, nes, falts, 
ſulphats, 12 8 ge And the bowels of the 
earth are full of thoſe” treafures, and the ſur- 
face generally affords their diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtics, ſo as not to labour in vain. * We 
daily import very expenſive things fot 
reign countries, that are dug. out of the 
earth, when we know not whether we may 
not have as good or better within ourſelves. 

Bur if theſe things are not diſcovered by ac- 
cident, we are ſo wiſe as never to concern our- 
ſelves about them: However, it is to be hoped, , 
that our ſociety for the improvement of arts and 
trades will be enabled to promote and encou- 
rage thoſe ſubterraneous enquiries; and will 
it not be for the intereſt of our country gen- 
tlemen to ſupport and uphold ſuch a 
ration ? For theſe diſcoveries muſt happen 
upon ſome lands, and no one knows to 
whoſe lot the prizes may fall; and, there- 
fore, it wil be but prudent in all, for their 
on ſakes, no leſs "than that of the nation, 
lo eneurnge ſach: life enquiries: and it is 
humbly! ſubmitted, whether reſearches of 
this nature, no leſs than op arts, might 
not, with riety enough, be ſomehow: 
placed under the ecken and thang 
of the propoſed&incor 'focitty for the 
— — of arts; trades; and manufac- 
tores? t may alſo farther deſerve conſidera- 
tron, her the mufzum of the late Sir 
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Hans Slone, Bart. might not be rendered of 
Treat public ufity, on this occaſion, fince it 
| oxy ins chaſed by the public for the be- 
nefit of the nation; and ſince it contains a 
great variety of the productions of nature and 

Tut propet inſpection and examination 
of this Find of repoſitories will afford nu- 
merous natural objects for traffic; and the 
inventiots of art may no leſs contribute to 
the promotion of commerce; they offering 
hints. for new improvements in mechanics 
and manufactures. By this muſeum being 
now added to the collections many years made 
by our learned Royal Society, and put under 
proper . care and management, it is not to 
be doubted but an incorporated ſociety for 
the encouragement of arts and trades will 
be admitted, by authority, to make ſuch 
uſe of thoſe collections as will the beſt tend 
to the advancement of all commercial pur- 
poſes. . This ſociety being eſtabliſhed to ſee 
arts reduced to practice, as that of the Royal 
Society. is for their invention and diſcovery ; 
the latter may be highly aſſiſting to the 
former; and the former ſee, that none of 
the 1 diſcoveries of the other go un- 
noticed, and only literally recorded in their 
tranſactions, Sand the author's ap unre- 
warded ang unhonowred, except by thoſe of 


* 


their own taſte, delicacy ublic ſpirit. 
Might not ſuch 2 happy union promoted 
and cemented by the authority of the legiſla- 
2211 5 7 0 ture, 
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ture, between thoſe two learned bodies, that 
might not only bring numberleſs new arts 
and new trades to light, but greatly improve 
the old? Regular conferences between thoſe 
two learned and noble ſocieties could not fail 
being attended with ineffable advantages to 
the trade and navigation of this kingdom; 
for ſuch weight and dignity would a com- 
mittee deputed by them have with a com- 
mittee of the honourable houſe of commons, 
that no diſcovery or invention any way tend- 
ing to the public intereſt, could be ſtifled, 
nor go raged : but what the effects 
hereof might be, we have briefly deſcribed 
in our foregoing diſcourſes, and therefore 
ſhall not here again expatiate thereon. 

BRToxE I Wave this point, it may not be 
amiſs to obſerve, that the greateſt repoſi- 
tories abounding with the works of nature. 
and art, would prove of little benefit to the 
community, if they are to be conſidered as 
raree-ſhows only, or as collections for the 
virtuoſo to ramble over, and merely to re- 
peat the names of all the variety, as if he 
was really knowing in all the qualities, uſes, 
and applications of theſe things in nature 
and art that are preſented before him. The 
natural hiſtorian, and the collector of na- 
ture's works are very ſerviceable to a trading 
ſtate, as they bring jects to light, which 
might be therein uſeful, and which other 
wiſe might remain for ever hid from public 
view. The mere naturaliſt, who ſtudies na- 

ture 
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ture no farther than her outſide, is not the 
maſt uſeful philoſopher ;. ſuch a one would 
ſcarce be i tal to the breeding of a 
15 dary, or a blackſmith, much leſs to the 
ting of new manufactures and ne w arts 
ing to the emolument of the community. 
a Boyle, or Boerhaave, or a Shaw, 
| gok upon the objects of nature with 
eye to what the mere virtuoſi 
Jem ſeom only to burden 
i th.the names of things, and 
affect only to be knawing in, their uſes; 
whereas the. others — in of the 
qualities or beneficial applications thereof in 
all teſpects, and ſhew themſelves to be 
thoroughly knowing, while the others only 
tended to be ſo; the tals: of ſuch are 
ſerviceable; to ſociety than the honeſt 
mechanic. Thoſe curious and valuable re- : 
politories are made but a mean and trifling 
uſe; of, if they are maintained with great 
and; only. for the amuſement 
* ofthe gere who would be thought con- 
noiffeurs, But we have no reaſon to appre= 
hend that thig will be the caſe of the Sloanian 
muſæum, lately purchaſed, for the public 
benefit; it heing under the direction and mana- 
gement of ſo many honou ons; and 
eſpecially many af thoſe of tit Royal Society, 
Who have not only gin ample — of 
theit talents ta a uſeful- and importanty 
experiments upon the works. of 1 
en, et have 
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have applied them to no lets uſeful and im- 

portant, purpoſe. 

Non are the collections with regard to the 

works of art to be lefs attended to in a com- 

mercial ſtate; for having all curious Ha- 

chines, &c. properly ranged with relatioo 
every diſtinct mechanic and 1 60 ral 

art, and proper admiſſion given t N 

they might, from "deliberately | 

thoſe that had begg* inven 

conſiderable improvements l 

thence derive ſuch idggs'as would ena 

to diſcovf-ew ongg'of different kinds. 


| Great Britain and Ireland, con- 
* . 


N E mdtive' to he 1 up theſe 
papers is, the Fe great ſcarcity of 
grain, and the deplorable diſtreſs and cala- 
mity of the bulk of the people in conſe- 
| quence thereof. This is the greateſt of natio- 
nal evils, and cannot be too effectually guard- 
ed againſt i in future ; and no leſs than this, is 
the humble attempt of our preſent labours, », 
Nor can the extent of our views terminate 
here only. A nation that ſhalb be ever in a 
contin to feed and cloathe the hungry and 
the naked plentifully, can never want 
ple; e whoſe labour and induſtry will, 
1 I , adminiſter an advantage 
ary a ,natfon, in a tenfold degree more 
Jucratied to it, than that which ſuch indivi- 
duals receive. But thoſe conſequences ſo 
gainful to the ſtate, cannot te place with- 
out cat the wiſdom of the ſtate ſhall ever find full 
employment for the people, as they ſhall na- & 
turally encreaſe and mals tiply, and as they 
(hall be attracted fram other neighbouring 
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countries, where they ms well ; 7 
nor be ſo well protected 


As an — to give nts a 
fair hearing, we have pointed o 7 
carious ſtate and condition of 


navigation, by laying open the War cen 
the moſt politic and potent nations are-now 
ng to ſupplant us in our trade in moſt 
— of the globe Fand that this is prindifally 
© owing to the ability of thoſe nations to un- 
derſell us almoſt every-where. Can we then 
hefitate a moment about the reaſonableneſs 
of removing this great impediment to our 
commercial proſperity? Will any man ſay, 
that it is not deſireable that England ſhould 
be capable of ſelling ber commodities to for- 
eign. ſtates as cheap as any of her forei 
competitors ? If the meaſures that I have ad- 
opted are inadequate to the end aimed at, let 
their - deficiency be demonſtrated, and let 
others be incited and provoked to offer ſuch as 
will prove effectual. That I am ready to 
give up my own opinion on conviction of it's 
miſtakes, has been repeatedly declared; and 
I ſhall think it no leſs my duty td defend the 
ſentiment of others, whda theirs ſhall appear 
to be true 2 * otherwiſe, than my own, 
while they ot appear falſe to me, 
Ir Eagle nk be determined to take 
no effectual ſteps towards the reduction of 
the price of her produce and manufactures; 
if, on the contrary, ſhe ſhall purſue ſuch as 
muſt Inevitably more and more raiſe and en- 
hance 
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— bothato her 
foreigners, it will be impoſ- 
ſupport her dom inion in trade: 
and when thallffis ſoſt, muſt ſhe not fall a vic- 
Um tg that Mer which ſhall obtain it? 
Pingo England will reſolutely p 
ſiſt in not taking — — (hall prg 
effeQual to this great Bogland 
deteh ine to make a ken geit ct —— 
ciali will it not be more politic to trans- 
fer it to euer to France, and other 
tentates ? In this cafe, England will {till par- 
tlie advantages; and this will be 


e as W 


able fog 


& wiſer than to give up the trade wholly to a 


foreign conipetitur. It will be far more eli- 
— England to become à colony 
land than a dependent province to France. 
- Tzar Ireland is capeble of underſelling 
France at preſent is certain; and therefore 
that ſhe is in a condition to prevent the trade 
of England being transferred to the enemy is 


not leſs certain: but then tlie Nate of Eng- 


land will be changed into that of Ireland, and 
that of the latter into the former: and, in- 


deed, it is a happineſs that Great Britain has 


ſome. territories that ate in a capacity to pre- 
vent the ruin of her commerce, if England 
herſelf is incapable: of doing it. But that 
England is in à condition of maintain 
own commerce, as well in jon with 
that of other parts of her own dominions as 
with that of France, or any other _ we 
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Tus wing te ql of lid 18 
poſed in Bugland into a ſtate of culftvation, 
ſo as to be productive of the general benefits 
— © attend it, will certainly take up 
but the longer it ſhall be defer- 
po; the more obſtinate will our cornyggercial 
maladies grow, and the logKr time will be 
required to eradicate them; and if the reme- 
dy, on due examination hall be found a ſo- 
wereign ſpeeiße for the diſeaſe, the ſooner it h 
— — 2 the 5 25 ſhall we we experiende 


cher 6 other tr Sault that 155 have humbly 
propoſed to . Mud in Hafid with the 150 
am nog 1 at of leſſening, as ſoon as the 
oircumiſtarfees of public affairs Will admit of 
it h the tüte upon all thoſe articles, which 
contribute to render our commoditles dear to 
foreign nations; and while the contifiuance of 
the aggregate total amount of thoſe taxes 
ſhall be neceffary for the ſupport of the "ſtare, 
let them be laid in another modus; let the 
ineumbratec he ſo wiſely. laid and propor- 
tisned as ti cle our fofcign ex ports as much 
as may be, although we ſhall be obliged to 
burthen the eXpence of thoſe in particular 
who ein afford it. 
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this eaſement of the trade 

Kind navi ation of England ſhould, on an 
additional temporary burthen upon thoſe who 
can the beſt ſuſtain the ſame; yet the bene- 
„ which England will thereby daily re- 
ceive, will be 110 ſenſibly felt in other re- 
ben by thoſe. who ſhall be ſo burdened, 


at they will not perceive it; they will be 
don made an ample, and a laſtige co 
ſation, for the temporary incumbrance. | For, 
6 and ſhalgþy this means, retrieve that 
1 
lanted by foreign ri if England 
l be once = 17 to' na: 
will be capable of extending _ 
1 more ane . the ſame over 
whole world. . this extenſion 
commerce will vance the wealth — the 
Nate, as to put it in the power of the 
ment, not only to difincumber thoſe w — 
have been loaded with a temporary incum- 
brance, but to Were them from the like 
again ever after. 
As to the manner of ſhifting. of the taxes, 
to anſwer this purpoſe, there can be no 
more difficulty than to ſtrike out ways and 
means to raiſe the Herbe that ſhall be from 
time to time neceſſary ; for it requires no ex- 
traordinary « depth to "all upon thoſe. things; 
| but it + "uh ſomething more. to. fall upon 
+ thoſe well - grounded principles of policy, 
| whereon all ways and means for raiſing mo- 
ney for the — ſervice ſhould be Pe 
UT 
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Bor while theſe meaſures propoſed are 
taking the effect deſired, it may be faid, and 
reaſonably enough, perhaps, that England 
may loſe her whole trade rather than to do 
that ; and 1s it not better that Ireland ſhould 
be put into poſſeſſion of ſuch parts of it, 
wherein ſhe is capable of ſelling her commo- 
dities upon a level with France, and indeed 
of underſelling her ? Certainly every unbiaſ- 
ſed man, muſt readily acquieſce in the affir- 
mative,. - ” | 

WELL then, fays the Engliſhman, here 
is an end of all the trade of England; for if 
once the Iriſh are admitted to engage 1n thoſe 
branches of trade, wherein that kingdom 
can underwork, and, therefore, underſell 
England at foreign markets; will not the 
Iriſh ene u into all other branches 
of the Engliſh commerce; ſince the gaining 
of one conſiderable branch naturally tends to 
the acquiſition of others? To this it may be 
anſwered ; that although England ſhould ad- 
mit Ireland into ſome certain ſhare and pro- 
portion of her trade; wherein Ireland ſhall 
be capable of ſupplanting the French and 
others, and England is not; Ireland might 
ſtill continue reſtrained in ſuch other part as 
England ſhall be capable of carrying on in 
competition with France, till England ſhall 
be able to ſell as cheap as Ireland and France: 
and then England and Ireland becoming on 
a parity in her trade, this will, as has been 
before obſerved, be the happy point of time, 

Vor. I. oy when 
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when the complete union between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland might take place to the mu- 
tual advantage of all the Britiſh dominions. 

Bur if ſuch a partial and reſtrictivo unjon 

between England and Ireland ſhould take 
place to prevent foreign nations from ruining 
our trade; it would be but juſt and reaſon- 
able for Ireland, in conſideration of reaping 
ſuch additional advantage, to contribute to the 
ſtate expence of England in ſuch a reaſon- 
able degree as ſhould be ſomething propor- 
tionable to the gain of Ireland thereby. For 
although England has very liberally hither- 
to paid as it were, all the charges of govern- 
ment; our fellow ſubjects in Scotland paying 
but a trifle to the general ſupport, and Ire- 
land and the plantations paying very little 
alſo; yet this ſyſtem muſt be changed, when 
Ireland ſhall be admitted even to a, partial 

union only; and when to an abſolute one, 
then ſhe muſt expect to bear her full propor- 
tion towards the general ſtate-expence. This, 
likewiſe, muſt- be the caſe of Scotland, as 
that nation fhall thrive in her commerce and 
her fiſheries ; but England muſt give her de- 

endent brethren time to thrive before (he 

ays too-ponderous a burden on their ſhou]- 

ders, leſt they ſhould fink under the weight, 

and all that has been many years doing, 
ſhould, of a ſudden, be all undone. 

. Is then it ſhall be judged reaſonable, 
that Ireland ſhould, upon the conditions be- 
fore intimated, add to the coffers of England 
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in ſome certain degree and proportion, this - 
will tend to the eaſement of the Engliſh, in 
proportion to the temporary diſadvantages ſhe 
may be ſuppoſed to ſuſtain : and here, we beg 
leave to caution the reader, not to run away 
with a miſtake : viz, by apprehending, that 
if Ireland ſhould be admitted to ſome additio- 
nal benefits of trade in common with Eng- 
land, that this is intended to be done at the 
expence of England: no; on the contrary, 
we take it for granted, that it will be at the 
expence of France in the end; becauſe Eng- 
land will be capable of competing with and 
underſelling even France, which England 
never can, till ſhe ſhall be able to do fo like- 
wiſe as well as Ireland: ſo that the advantages 
that Treland are preſumed to obtain, are at 
the expence of France and others, not at the 
expence of England. This I have mentioned 
again once for all. 

IRELAND then, in confideration of certain 
conceffions made to her on-the part of Eng- 
land, being admitted to exert herſelf to ſup- _ 
port a competition in trade againſt our foreign 
rivals, and being in ſome degree to contribute to 


the ſtate expence of England; this may prove 


of nolefs advantage to the eaſement of the taxes 
of England than benefit to Ireland: for, ſup- 
pofing that Ireland by exerting her competi- 
tion in trade againſt foreign rivals ſhould 
thereby gain a nett million per Annum ; 
would it not be well worth the while of Ire- 
land to give up to England one half part of 

21 this 
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this annual gain for the ſake of the other, 
which the cannot obtain without it ? It cer- 
tainly would. $14.4 * 
ng England, thus receiving half a mil- 
lion yearly revenue from Ireland, will enable 
her to take off half a million per Annum of 
her taxes that are at preſent laid upon ſuch 
neceſſaries of life as contribute to render her 
commodities ſo dear that ſhe is incapable of 
maintaining a rivalſhip againſt France and 
ethers : and the ſecurity to the public credi- 
tors to be paid out of the Iriſh revenue would 
not prove leſs certain than that given on the 
conſumption of certain commodities in Eng- 
land: beſides, the public creditors having always 
the parliamentary ſecurity of England as well 
as the collateral one of Ireland, they would 
hardly. think this any diſadvantage to the 
pain: credit, Thus leflening the taxes of 
ngland, and at the ſame time advancing in 


* 


the cultivation of her lands, will ſooner than 


might at firſt, perhaps, be apprehended, put 
Great Britain into the happy ſtate and capa- 
city of maintaining a competition in trade ef- 
fectually with France, and all other nations; 
and, eſpecially ſo, with the conjunctive aid 
and ance of Ireland, and Scotland; and 
what alſo may be done by means of the 
Britiſh plantations, as we have before endea- 
voured to evince. 1 
HERE then will be another advance tow- 
ards per fecting the deſireable union between 


— 


Great Britain and Ircland ; but ill England 
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ſhall be in full capacity to ſell her commodi- 
ties to foreigners as cheap as Ireland can, Ire- 
land, we preſume, cannot think it at all unrea- 
ſonable in England to infiſt upon ſome equi- 
valent, to be admitted to ſuch a partial union 
in commerce with her, as has been above ſug- 
geſted ; for my humble endeavours are in- 
tended to ſhow, if it be poſſible, how all his 
Majeſty's dominions may be made to contri- 
bute to the proſperity of each other, and that of 
the whole, in the end. And here it will be 
neceſſary to obſerve, leſt what I have ſaid in 
this diſſertation may be thought repugnant to 
what is done in ſome preceding; that although 
it might prove more intereſting to the whole 
Britiſh empire, for the legiſlature ſo- to regu- 
late the reſpeCtive trades of every part, that 
they might claſh and interfere, with each 
other, as little as may be; as the woollen 
manufactures to be reſtrained to England; the 
linen in all it's branches to Ireland and Scot- 
land, &c. as I have in other parts of this 
tract ſufficiently enlarged on: yet, when 

Great Britain and Ireland, ſhould be brought 
to that equality, in their ſales at foreign mar- 

kets, their rivalſhip in ſome articles amongſt 

each other, may be attended with advantages 

to the whole; for they being all emulouſly 

ſtruggling to b&at foreign rivals out of the 

trade at foreign markets, they will fo ex- 

cel in the quality of their fabrics of every 

2 that they cannot fail getting ſuch poſ- 

eſſion of the trade of the world as may well 
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content the whole empire: and when we 
have got ſuch poſſeſſion thereof, which will ſup- 
port our kingdom, as a free and independent 
ſtate, we have nothing then to do, but to 
think of preſerving the poſſeſſion we have ſo 
wiſely obtained ; and the ever- laſting way to 
do this will be to make better goods and ſell 
them cheaper than any other nation can af- 
ford to do This, and this only is the natu- 
ral and the permanent way: this and this 
only has maintained the Chineſe empire in 
it's commerce: and if Great Britain will 
eſtabliſh her temporal ſalvation upon a rock 
invincible, we are willing to believe, that we 
have ſhewn how this may be done in the courſe 
of our writings; which poſterity, perhaps, may 
value more than my preſent contemporaries. 

CERTAIN it is that hitherto England has, 
at her own expence, maintained the balance 
and liberties of Europe at the riſk of her own, 
and it has coſt Scotland and Ireland ſcarce 
any thing; all that we have endeavoured is 
to ſtarve them without expence, and our- 
ſelves with: we bleed ourſelves almoſt to 
death, and think, as ſome ingenious author 
obſerves, to recruit our own ſpirits by de- 
vouring three or four millions of Scots, Iriſh, 
and Americans, and by exceſs of cunning 
make the ruin general. 

A 8MALL conſumption for goods makes 
a ſmall demand, and a ſmall demand makes 
a ſmall price for any commodity ; ſo that 
when the wiſdom of our laws is magnified to 

prevent 


- [ 279 ] 


prevent the importation of cattle, &c. from 
Ireland, or corn from any nation, unleſs it 
firſt bears an immoderate price at home (as 
keeping up the temporary value of lands) how 
would a Hollander or a Frenchman ſmile, 
when he reflected, that in his country the 
poor getting proviſions from any place, where 
they can have them cheapeſt, are thereby en- 
abled to work at prices the Engliſh cannot 
live on, and by working cheaper work more; 
that is, run away with their trade, their mo- 
ney, and their manufacturing people; and 
when theſe are gone, we may as well pre- 
ſent them with the lands into the bargain, for 
any value they will be of to England. 

Ir may now be uſeful briefly to con- 
ſider what advantages Great Britain, may reap, 
upon the footing we have endeavoured to put 
the matter, by extending her favours to this 
part of her dominions. 

AnD firſt, as to her woollen trade; it is 
to be obſerved, that the encouraging it in Ire- 
land, would be the immediate way to recover 
it out of the hands of her rivals, the Dutch, 
French, and others, who have got too large 
a proportion of it out of her hands. As Eng- 
land loſt it chiefly by deſtroying it in Ireland, 
ſhe may retrieve it, till ſhe is able to do it 
herſelf, as we have ſhown, by reſtoring it 
in Ireland : as ſhe loſt it by her rivals under- 
working and underſelling her, it is plain, ſhe 
mutt regain it by employing the Iriſh, who 

| 4 can 
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can underſell all the world: as England has 
loſt it by the high taxes and high living of 
people, ſhe muſt recal it by letting the Iriſh 
ſhare with her in the profits, who have no 
taxes on their milk and potatoes, and live 
poorer than any manufacturers in Europe, 
(France not excepted) where though wages 
are low, victuals are dearer than in Ireland. 
I ,x once they are encouraged, they will 
run no wool to France, or Holland (or ſo 
little, and that ſo dear, as can never quit coſts) 
becauſe it will be againſt the laws of ſelf- pre- 
ſervation, it being a robbery on the Iriſh 
themſelves : and without a proper ſtock of 
wool, the French and Dutch manufacturers 
muſt loſe the greateſt part of their foreign 
woollen trade, and the bulk of the Iriſh gains 
will return to England, while that continues 
the ſeat of the Britiſh empire. This is ſelf- 
evident, and nothing but a partial and im- 
politic ſelf-intereſt, can filence ſo palpable a 
truth; and that ſelf-intereſt chiefly of the 
ſhop-maſters, the wool-combers; and wea- 
vers in England, who muſt by this means 
lower their lands and their wages, till they 
ſhall be able to work as cheap as the Iriſh. 
England, in ſhort, is reduced to this; ſhe 
muſt either lower their lands, and work 
cheaper, till in conjunction with Ireland, they 
ſhall have retrieved the trade out of the hands 
of their rivals ; or go on, and let the French 
and Dutch receive it, and fink their lands, 
and their labour together for- ever. 


THE 
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Tux jealouſy the Engliſh ſeem to have of 
the Iriſh is the great obſtacle to their o.] nm 
proſperity. Cannot this jealouſy be reme- 
died by confining the Iriſh, at preſent, to ſuch 
manufactures alone as the Engliſh cannot re- 
trieve themſelves? By confining them to 
cloths of a particular breadth or fineneſs, to 
cloth undied, to ratteens, draps, kerſies, &c. 
or to cloths but half manufactured, and which 
may receive their full perfection in England, 
and only to be bought and uſed there, or ex- 
ported thence by themſelves? Cannot theſe 
things be done, till England ſhall be able to 
work as cheap as the Iriſh ? Would not then 
the whole of the woollen manufactures be 
reſtored to the Engliſh, by the auxiliary cheap 
{kill and labour of the Iriſh, their own fellow 
ſubjects? 5 
 AnoTHER advantage, according to the par- 
tial union, that England might reap by Ireland, 
is opening the plantation trade freely to them, 
at leaſt as to molaſſes and ſugar. Theſe being part 
of the enumerated goods, Ireland, as the law 
now ſtands is obliged to enter and land them 
in England before they can land them in Ire- 
land. This is of great prejudice to the Bri- 
tiſh colonies in America, in as much as to 
avoid the coſts and danger, and loſs of time of 
two diſtant voyages, the Iriſh will fail directly 
to the French ports, and furniſh themſelves 
with their brandies and ſugar without daring 
to meddle with thoſe of our own colonies. Is 
it not apparent that this muſt injure _ 
ri- 
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Britain? as whatever weakens her colonies, 
muſt leſſen her gain by them? As Ireland does 
not pay leſs annually to the French than 
1 50, ooo l. for thoſe commodities, this would 
be given to our own colonies, and at length 
center in England. 
Bur the misfortune is, that England does 
not only loſe this benefit; which they might 
thus make by the Iriſh trade, but our an- 
cient enemies the French are the gainers, 
and have the advantage of purchaſing Iriſh 
proviſions extremely cheap, by their inter- 
courſe of trade, and of being thereby en- 
abled to underſell the Engliſh in the ſugar 
trade in Europe. As theſe are great diſ- 
advantages to Britain, and affect us more 
than the Iriſh, they ſhould be remedied, 
eſpecially in regard to the articles of ſugar 
and molaſſes, for their own conſumption. 
As to the re-exportation, that matter might 
remain as it does, till the perfect union. 
IT is allowed on all hands, that till the 
prohibition of Ireland carrying non-enume- 
rated goods without landing in England, 
was taken off, Ireland was obliged to pay 
100,0001. per annum at leaſt to foreigners, 
for pitch, tar, &c. which is now laid out 
1 with our own fellow - ſubjects; and is there 
4 not reaſon to believe that the like good con- 
ſequence would attend the ſame in relation 

to ſome enumerated commodities, eſpecially 


.thoſe ſpoken of, molaſſes and ſugar ? 
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„ AFTER the act in England, ſays Sir 
« William Temple, had wholly ſtopped the 
e tranſportation of cattle from Ireland to 
« England, that trade of Ireland was forced 
* to find out a new channel; a great deal 
© of land was turned to ſheep, becauſe 
« wool gave ready money for the Engliſh 
„ markets, and by ſtealth for thoſe abroad *. 
The breeders of cattle turned much to 
« dairy, or elſe by keeping their cattle to 
« fix or ſeven years old, and wintering them 
« dry, made them fit for the beet trade 
« abroad; and ſome of the merchants fell 
e into care and exactneſs in barrelling them 
« up; and hereby the improvements of this 
* trade were grown ſo ſenſible in the courſe 
© of a few years, that in the year 1669, 
© ſome merchants in Holland aflured me, 
e that they had received parcels of beef out 
* of Ireland, which fold current, and v 

* near the Engliſh ; and of butter whi 
“ ſold beyond it; and that they had ob- 
* ſerved it ſpent as if it came from the richer 
* ſoil of the two.” Although the Dutch 
war at that time gave a ſudden damp to this, 
and all the other trades of Ireland ; yet the 
Iriſh have ſince been great gainers, inſtead of 
loſers, by the act againſt the tranſportation 
of the cattle into England. | 


* This act contributed greatly to eſtabliſh the practice of 
wool-ſmuggling from Ireland to France, which has proved 
ſo detrimental to the trade of England, | 

” Tris 
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Tais law gives a monopoly to a few breeding 
counties in 1 to impoſe upon the reſt 


of the people high prices of cattle, &c. to 
the ruin of our manufactures; it forces la- 
Þourers to live dear, and of courſe to raiſe 
their wages, and is greatly prejudicial to our 
navigation; for whatever enhances the ex- 
penges of a ſhip, enhances its freight, and 
gives. opportunity to Foreigners to victual 
cheaper in Treland-than we can do at home. 
Troven it ſhould; be objefted, that this 
is done to keep up the value of our Engliſh 
lands; yet Sir Matthew Decker ſeems to 
have taken off the vor of this objection, 
by obſerving, © That there is always a great 
* noiſe made about encouraging the home- 
% conſumption ; by which is meant making 
_ «© neceflaries. bear a great price, which can 
«ariſe only from an improper knowledge of 
e the true nature of trade; for this is ſo far 
« from being beneficial, that it has juſt the 
* contrary effect: certainly the leſs is con- 
«ſumed within +, the more will be left to 
% export; the cheaper things are, the more 
«© of them will be exported, and it is expor- 
« tation only that makes a nation rich, This 
«© monopoly, with reſpe& to the people, is 
, unjuſt, and. the benefit of it to the land- 


— 


1 According to our principles of land- cultivation, &c we 
ſhall encourage the home-conſumption, as well as the en- 
creaſe of people; and yet have always plenty enough for 
exportation at cheap rates. BETTS 
A « holder 
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* holder only imaginary: as for inſtance, 
u A hath a grazing eſtate ; to raiſe the value 
* of which, all cattle from Ireland are to 
« be hibited: A having the ſole market, 
t raiſes the price of his cattle upon the reſt 
* of the people, B, C, D, down to 2. 
« twenty-three in number, and their pock 
« are to be emptied only to fill Ae «very 
« equitable project indeed But though 
« people were as blind as puppies, yet neceſ- 
« ſity, and the natural courſe of things, will 
force them to retaliate upon him; for as 
e monopoly raiſes the price of cattle, their 
10 dearneſs raiſes the price of labour, and 
& dear labour makes dear goods: ſo that 
* the food, cloathing, utenſils, labour, and 
te every thing elſe that A wants, comes dear 
« to him; an imaginary value is given to 
0 every thing: ſo that though A ſhould 
“ have more rent for a time (which yet the 
« decline of foreign trade muſt bring down 
e afterwards) the money he receives is of 
* leſs value, not going ſo far, or being able 
eto purchaſe ſo much, as when goods bore 
their natural value only ; ; whereby, what 
_ * he thinks he puts in with one hand, is 
$6 pulled out by the other ; it is all a dece 
* tio viſus, ſetting people together by the 
ears to prey upon one another; letting 
10 1 in the mean while, eat the 
* bread but of their mouths; for a nation 
* that adds an artificial value to its commo- 
** dities, by -monopolics, cannot export them 
cc in 
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< in ſuch quantities to foreign ports, where 
< they are tivalled by thoſe that bear only 


© their natural value; and their home-con- 
, ſumption will likewiſe fink in price 'by 
*-the- nation's having leſs money brought in 
te by foreign trade; ſuch a A r [word 
«are mono to lands.” 
Tursx have been ſome of the many bad 
effects attending the preſent want of union 
between Great Britain and Ireland ; and this 
has been lamented by many of the beſt Eng- 
lifh as well as the moſt judicious 
writers, and ableſt ſtateſmen, who have de- 
clared themſelves publicly in favour of a 
union between them; and as Ireland has of 
of late years been very aſſiduous in the im- 
provement of their people, their country, and 
their wealth, ſo they will bring a better por- 
tion than they could formerly, in order to 
advance that political match. 
- NoTninG but the apparent ee 
and benefit of an union could have- ma 
Cromwell take ſuch ſteps as he did in this 
matter. The Saxon heptarchy was hardly 
amore disjointed heap of ſtates an England, 
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland ſeemed before 
Wales and Scotland were ſo happily united 
to her as they now are; and as Ireland has 
tly the advantage of both the laſt in ex- 
dent and goodneſs of ſoil, trade, and number 
of people; it is not improbable, when all the 
requiſite 3 neceffary thereto that 
— have are taken by England, that 
Ireland 
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Ireland will alſo be joined in the general 
union. Certain it is, that when ſuch pre- 
. vious ſteps are taken, there can no objection 
be made againſt uniting Ireland, which would 
not hold as ſtrong againſt the other two. Bodies 
politic, like natural ones, are ſo far ſtrong and 
potent, as all their limbs are firmly knit and 
well united, and equally fed and nouriſhed ; 
and while Ireland fhall continue excluded 


from the favours, rights, and privileges, 


which her fellow-ſubjects in England, Wales, 
and Scotland ſo happily enjoy, ſhe cannot 
proſper herſelf, as ſhe otherwiſe would do, 
and therefore cannot ſo much contribute, as 
ſhe might, ta the general wealth, ſtrength, 
and ſecurity of the whole ſtate. The addi- 
tion of 16, 800, ooo acres of land (Englith 
meaſure) generally fruitful, and inhabited by 
two millions of people, would prove no in- 
conſiderable augmention to the wealth and 
power of Great Britain; if we reflect how 
fully, from ſuch a union, all thoſe hands would 
be employed; how their joint tillage, their 
trade, and manufactures would encreaſe in 
quantity and quality by the means ſubmitted 
in theſe papers; how an univerſal ſpirit of 
induſtry and ingenuity will ſpread itſelf 
through the whale Britiſh empire, and rouama 
and animate our traders of every rank to vie 
with and excel thoſe of the whole world: 
if we diſpaſſionately weigh theſe things, a 
union will appear, in every view deſirable by 
both Kingdoms. | a6] 
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As our failors would then find little reſt in 
our ports, ſo our would be effectually 
ſet to work and employed, and of — 
— — the power, wealth, and ſtock of 
three kingdoms be wonderfully encreaſed, 
and our lands in general erery where ren- 


dered more valuable. Ireland, in ſuch caſe, 
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would ſoon be enabled to pay a million a 


year towards the taxes of Great Britain, be- 
ſides the full ſupport of their own eſtabliſh- 
ment. And would not this, in times of 
war, greatly contribute to raiſe the ſupplies 
within the year? And in times of peace 
might not this, with an addition of a million 


more on the part of Great Britain, be ap- 


propriated as an inviolable DpREBT-PAYING 
FUND, for the redemption of our public in- 
cumbrances? Moreover, the ſcenes of uni- 
verſal trade, navigation, and commerce that 
I ſhall endeavour to point out, both in a pub- 
lic and private' manner, will find full em- 
ployment for the money as the public debts 
ſhall become 'diſcharged ; whereby the na- 
tional creditors will be no way injured in 
their properties. And is not this the eſſen- 
tial tory to the diſcharge of our pub- 
lic Lebte ? Nor can they be ever juſtly and 


honourably diſcharged upon any other prin- 


ciples, but thoſe of extending our com- 


Non would ſuch an union occaſion a ſmall 


acceſſion to the naval power of Great Britain, 


it "WP reaſonable to believe that — 
wou 
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would be enabled, in ſuch caſe, thereby to 
aſſiſt England with 12,000 if not 15,000 
ſeamen in times of need; which wauld be 
a matter of no little importance, where the 
difficulty of manning a royal navy with. ex- 
pedition, or es ſufficient employment 
for ſailors in time of peace, is ſo well known. 
A union of this kind once happily adjuſted 
and regulated between the two nations, all 
our fears and apprehenſions of future wars or 
rebellions in Ireland or England would en- 
tirely vaniſh ; and we ſhould experience, in 
a few years, by a mixture of people and in- 
tereſts that Ireland became. as entirely an 
Engliſh and proteſtant country, as Wales 
and Scotland are, As England does already 

ſſeſs no inconſiderable ſhare of the lands of 
reland; ſo the union would prove an ef- 
fectual method to veſt the reſt in her; for 
as the riches of Ireland would chiefly return 
to England, ſhe continuing the ſeat of em- 
pire, the Iriſh landlords would be little bet- 
ter than tenants to her, for allowing them 
the privilege of making the beſt of their 
eſtates. It has coſt England much blood 
and treaſure to rear up Ireland fit for the 
deſirable union; and to. neglect to make a 
proper uſe of her, for the mutual encreaſe 
of their trade and navigation, is no leſs im- 
prudent, than if a wealthy merchant ſhould 
be at the charge of building a ſhip, and then 
let her rot- in port, rather than be at the 
pains of employing her. When this ſhall 
Voz. I. U come 
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come to be the caſe, inſtead of conſidering 
the two nations as rivals, and the Iriſh as ene- 
mies to the Britiſh trade, Ireland might, by 
due regulations, be rendered a great ſupport 
to the Engliſh empire ; and inſtead of being 
a burden, might greatly encreaſe our Dev, 
proſperity, and extend our naval dominion. 
HENEVER a matter of this conſequence 
ſhall be attempted in earneſt, we may be 
aſſured, that whatever repreſentatives ſhall 
be allowed to Ireland as their juſt propor- 
tion ; or ne garage or reſtrictions 
may be judge olutely proper for the 
common good to tack x4 . Feier thing 
will be conducted conſiſtent with thoſe gene- 
ral principles whereon it ſhould be founded, the 
neral advantage and welfare of the whole: 
and poſſibly we may experience, that the 
union of the ſeven provinces of Holland have 
not affected the trading world more in the 
laſt century, than the union of theſe three na- 
tions would in this. 1 


DIS. 


DISSERTATION XII. 
The foregoing ſubjet farther Oo. 


E might urge arguments, which 
are to be met . in the writings 
of different authors at different periods of 
time, to enforce the ſhort hints that have 
been before offered ; but I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf, at preſent, to thoſe only, who have 
touched on this topic, from the beginning 
of the reign of queen Anne to the preſent 
time ; omitting, for brevity's ſake, ſuch mat- 
ter as was more conſiſtent with the circum- 
ſtances of their times than of the preſent. 

Tux firſt author that I 1 met with, 
deſerving our regard, is the judicious Sir 
Francis Brewſter, who wrote in the year 
1702 : an abſtract of which I ſhall, give to 
the reader, with ſuch variations as 1 F think 
pertinent at preſent. 

SOME things, ſays this patriot-ſpirited 
gentleman; that might, if under conſideration, 
ſettle the kingdom 7 Ireland ſo as to ſecure 
for ever that kingdom and its trade in the 
intereſt of England, which is of the greateſt 
importance to the _—_— nation ; -and being 


U 2 ſo, 
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ſo, 1 mall not preſcribe how it may be done, 
but only offer ſuch matter, that may, per- 
haps, lead to that which the great council 
of the nation may one day think worthy their 
deliberation: they are as follow: 

Fixs r, I ſuppoſe it a fundamental truth al- 
lowed by all, that ſince Ireland is above wa- 
ter, England cannot be ſafe, if that king- 
dom ſhould be in any hands but her own. 

We ſhall now ſubmit theſe things that 
ſeem eſſential to preſerve that kingdom in 
Engliſh hands; for we make a great dif- 
ference betwixt Ireland being under Engliſh 
government, and Engliſh inhabitants: it may 
be under the firſt, and yet not ſafe, if not 
under the latter. 

I cannoT ſee how England could with- 
ſtand all the neighbours that ſurround her, 
if Ireland had a balance of other people than 
Engliſh : and, therefore, I ſhould think, that 
though we would not make that kingdom 
a treaſure, yet we would make it a citadel 
for defence againſt foreigners ; and then, I 
preſume, we ſhould not make it a garriſon 
for ſtrangers. I come then to offer what, 
I conceive, will lay the foundation for ſe- 
curing that kingdom to England; and that 
1s, | 
By act of parliament, to unite Ireland 

to England. 
I PRESUME this will meet with objec- 
tions ; 3 but I never heard more than two. 


Firſt, It is obſerved that this may endanger 
England 
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England in its conſtitution: the members of 
Ireland may be a dead weight, and may be, 
through poverty or otherwiſe, made ill uſe 
of, if we ſhould. fall under an unfortunate 
reign. - | ?ON 290% v7 

To this. it is anſwered, that the ſame may 
be faid of Wales, or even of ſeparate coun- 
ties; but it is hardly poſſible that any part 
of the Engliſh conſtitution ſhould join in that 
which endangers the whole. Yr 

- IRELAND, by a union, would be then 
England, and doubtleſs no leſs fond of their 
liberties ; perhaps more apprehenſive of them 
than England ; Ireland having. known the 
want of them. FEY 

Ir would be a reflection, which I always 
avoid, to mention particulars, but, doubt- 
leſs, Engliſh laws, and the habeas corpus 
act, would be thought a bleſſing in that 
kingdom, and: what their own intereſt would 
lead them to: their numbers would not 

rove dangerous, if but two-and-thirty mem - 
bers for the two-and-thirty counties. 
Tux other objection is, that if Ireland 
was united, they would have equal liberty of 
trade with England. To which it is an- 
ſwered; That doth not follow: they may be 
better reſtrained by the union, than they can 
be under the conſtitution they are at preſent. 
For although England: may now make laws 
for them, yet they in Ireland are judges and 
executioners of them ; and how far they will 
enforce laws "againſt the + intereſt of their 
wut * U 3 country, 
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country, is ſubmitted: but when they are 
made by their repreſentatives here in — 
ment, and liable to be queſtioned here, if 
not obſerved, the caſe will then be altered. 

AND there wants not. precedents of the 
parliament of England's reſtraining ſome parts 
of England from trade and navigation that 
they allow to others; as that of the impor- 
— of Iriſh wools, which was many years 
admitted to particular parts of England only: 
fo, in ſome cuſes, it is in the united pro- 
vinces, and yet they unite in the ſtates ge- 
neral: and though we follow not that com- 
monwealth in its government, yet it is to be 
wiſhed that we regarded their example in 
many points which relate to trade and navi- 
gation. . 

I now aſs to the advantages that Eng- 
land w receive by uniting Ireland: for 
many I ſhall only mention four. 
Fist, by thus 7 Ireland to Eng 
land, that indo * part f . the 
taxes, uv a agn kd, though, in time 
of naval wars, the ſhips of England have al- 
ways protected their coaſt as much as they 
Have done thoſe of England, and convoyed 
their merchantmen, 

SECONDLY, This uniting Ireland would 

prevent future rebellions, which that king- 
dom was never long free from; and which 
always coſt England much blood and 
treaſure to reduce: and we may add, that 
the union would greatly oaks to py 
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future rebellions in England, and invaſions 


in time of war from our ancient enemy. 
KEIN Ireland a ſeparate kingdom, 
hath ſupported the Iriſh in the pretence of 
their right to it ; and whenever they have 
opportunity, call their parliaments, and make 
laws; but if they were aboliſhed, and the 
kingdom united with England, we ſhould 
become one people ; which we never can be, 
though we are one blood, while we liye un- 
der. different laws and government. Suppoſe, 
as I think they are, under ſome kind of 
deſpotic power, which ſome believe give us 
an advantage over them; yet it is dangerous 
to England, and may bring us under the 
ſame misfortune; for men that are without 
hope of Engliſh liberty, will naturally join 
in that which. will bring others under the 
flame ſubjection.— It is nothing like the caſe 
in Ireland at preſent, to what it was in Sir 
Francis's time; for although the ſpirit of 
popery and diſaffection is ſtill too prevalent 
in that kingdom, yet the face of the whole 
country is no leſs changed in this reſpect 
than in regard to the ſtate of its trade ; but if 
a union takes place, this cannot fail to prove 
the effectual ſtep to eradicate all principles 
that may be hurtful to the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion; and contribute greatly to render the 
ſame more and more invincible. For, | 
TuizpLY, Uniting the kingdoms. would 
make the Engliſh nation more formidable: 
none, I preſume, would deny that England 
| . would 
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would be more feared abroad, and ſafer at 
home, if it were twice as great, and that 
Ireland was one continent with it. 

No, in my humble opinion, it is poſſible 
to make it ſo in effect; and of better uſe 
than if ĩt was ſo in reality. 5 

Tux great ſecurity and treaſure of the 
Engliſh nation depends on their navigation, 
under Which is comprehended fiſheries, ma- 
nufactures, &c. Continents, therefore, ne- 
ver can be fo much and fo beneficially en- 
gaged in traffic as iſlands ſo happily ſituated 
as Great Britain and Ireland, and no leſs hap- 
pily governed: long land- carriage makes com- 

mo dities dearer for exportation; ſo that if 
Ireland were one continent with England, 
we ſhould not only loſe the benefit of cheaper 
water carriage, but loſe the advantage of 
ſea-employments for our'men ; in which we 
cannot exceed. | | 
Bur as Ireland now ſtands, and was united, 
it is poflible to make it a nurſery for the em- 
ployment of twelve or fifteen thouſand ſea- 
men more than now we have : and of what 
conſequence that will be, we may judge from 
the number of our ſeamen, who, in times of 
peace, run into foreign ſervice to get bread: 
and it is a melancholy obſervation, that we 
want ſeamen in time of naval war; and yet 
we have not full employment for them in 
times of peace. But Ireland being united 
and eſtabliſhed as it might be, would - 
__— only 
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only employ all we have, but iced more 
and more daily. 

-FouRTHLY, Uniting Ireland to England 
ſeems the moſt effectual way to prevent the 
Engliſh manufacturers from going to foreign 
parts, as they have greatly done of late years 
to our unſpeakable detriment, But a union 
will alter the courſe of ſuch who are invited 
into foreign parts. Men will then, as they 
do now, only change from one country to 
another to mend their fortunes. But ſuch 
as have any thing that makes a property, are 
not willing to go where there is none; but 
by going into Ireland, loſe the birth-right of 
an Engliſhman: 

IT was thought a politic inſtitution of the 
Romans to give liberty to the remoteſt con- 
queſt to purchaſe the liberty of a Roman. It 
 thews a narrow underſtanding, to believe the 
nation cannot be ſupplied in their trade and 
manufactures but by cutting off a limb from 
the body: do we not ſo, it he that lives in 
Ireland is treated as a — ? 

I sHouLD rather think it the intereſt of 
England to give extraordinary privileges to 
Engliſhmen that would go and plant there, 
and to turn the tables; take from Ireland the 
naturalization act, and bring it here; ex- 
change Engliſhmen for foreign proteſtants ; ; 
their number here cannot overbalance ; in 

Ireland = _ 
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IJwovr p not mean, that all the privileges 
and immunities that England hath in trade 
and manufactures, ſhould be allowed to Ire- 
land; but only in ſuch a way 
as will advance England in — It ſeems 
the misfortune of both kingdoms, that whilſt 
new methods and new arts are uſed by all 
our neighbours to improve and ſecure their 
trade, we ſhould content ourſelves with the 
ald, and are only new in contriving how to 
render Ireland more miſchievous to us. Cer- 
tain it is, that the trade of Ireland has never 
been conducted ſo well as itmightbe to the be- 
nefit of England. If the trade and naviga- 
tion of Ireland were under the conſideration 
of the parliament, I am perſuaded that all 
jealouſies might be removed, and Ireland 
made eaſy to itſelf, and leſs injurious to Eng- 
land; for then they would be able to make 
faitable returns to England, for their ex- 
pence 1 in ſo often recovering their kingdom. 

 Taxse conſiderations may prove ſuffieient 
motives for a Britiſh parliament to bring Ire- 
land under their care in other methods than 
it ever yet has been; eſpecially ſo, ſince we 
Ns hoadew de hes fromthe peefidion 
machinations of France to deſtroy the trade 
and liberties of both. Vis unita fortior. A 
union, and nothing but that, can remove all 
fears, and blaſt the deſigns of our common 
enemies. 'The force and intereſt of Ireland 


will be one with England ; and then it will 
| prove. 
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| Ava a wo = charge, but a 
| advance-g to Englancg. 
r of the benefit that the 
trade of England has received by means of 
Ireland, under all diſadvantages, we may 
form. a judgment how further beneficial it 
might be, under the advantage of a union. 
The importations. from Ireland into Eng- 
land from the year 1675 to the year 1681 
incluſive, and from the year 1695 to the 
year 1698, according to the cuſtomhouſe 
accounts, amount to 333,698 J. gs. 5 d. and 
the exports from England to Ireland, in the 
ſame time, amount to 293, 813 l. 138. 6d. 
ſo that England hereby a to have loſt 
by the Iriſh trade 40,1541: 15s. 11d ſter- 

ling per annum. But this way of ſtriki 
the balance 'of trade is erroneous, becauſe 
ſome importations enrich a kingdom, as thoſe 
commodities which are imported and ex- 
potted again: ſo do thoſe importations that 
are manufactured in the kingdom. Where- 
fore, in order to make a right eſtimate in the 
balance of trade, is to have -the particular 
ſpecies of all commodities before us ; where- 
may be ſeen what is profitable and wha 

detrimental to the nation. : 
Bur the exports from England to Ireland 
in the firſt fix years, ending in 1681, amount- 
ed to 446,800]. ſterling per annum; and the 
1mports-from Ireland into England amounted 
to 251,554 J. ſterling per annum. By this 
yore” | | * account, 
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account, according to the vulgar way of 
judging of the balance of trade by the mere 

cuſtom-houſe account of the exports and im- 
ports, England may gain by the trade of Ire- 
land 115,286,]. whereas it is by the firſt- 
mentioned account for the year 1698, a 
loſer of 40,1541. 15s. 11d. 

Tux commodities that are exported from 
England to Ireland are, for the greateſt part, 
either the manufactures or the native product 
of England, and are conſequently clear 
gains to the kingdom; which cannot be ſaid 
of any other trade belonging to England. 
Thoſe who would ſatisfy themſelves with a 
detail of the reſpective commodities imported 
and exported to and from Ireland from the 
— above- mentioned, may conſult Sir 
Francis Brewer's Eſſays on Trade; which 
ſhews how the trade of Ireland ſtood in the 
reign of king Charles II. The next account 
for four years, ſhews how it ſtood in the 
year 1698. | pw eh. 
Tur the exports of Ireland ſhould, in 
ſix years, exceed 413, 401 l. 8 s. 2 d. of what 
they were in 1681, is extraordinary, being 
almoſt as much as the whole exports of Ire- 
land before the wars; but this was owing to 
the following 'circumſtances of affairs; for 
moſt of their exports being proviſions, the 
foreign demand for them is governed by their 
harveſts, vintages, &c. as is from hence de- 
monſtrable: in the year 1697, the exporta- 
tions of corn amounted to 45, ooo ſterling ; 

MY whereby 
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whereby, before, that there were frequently 

importations of corn into Ireland. The ex- 
of butter alſo are caſual; when the 
olives in Spain have failed, then butter is in 
great demand there from Ireland : but much 
of their exports of butter depend upon the 
markets of Holland, and Flanders, and they 
are governed by war. 

A PROPORTION of the exports of Ireland 
were manufactures, and that by Sir Francis's 
* accolint, for the year 1681, amounted: to 

58a, $141. ſterling, of which there was of the 
yarn manufacture, &c. to the amount: of 
69,000]. ſterl. and to the amount of 12,000 l. 
in linen yarn, and 3000 l. ſterling in woollen 
yarn; all which was manufactured to great 
advantage in England; the reſt of the 
69, oo l. was 50,0001. in frizes, much of 
which was imported into England, and im- 
proved by new dreſſing and napping ; fo that 
there remained of all the Iriſh manufactures 
exported, but to the value of 40001. ſter- 
ling: this is the fact as the account ſtood in 
the reign of Charles II. | | 

Tur importation of Ireland for the year 
1681 ſtands thus. Their importation in ge- 
neral, amounted to 433,040l.; of which 
2468000). were from England, and but 
86,000 1, from foreign parts ; and of them, 
a a part ſhould be excluded the account. 
la 1625 the exports of Ireland amounted 


to 205,5621. 18. 2 d.; of which, there were 
in manufactures to the value of 30,4631. 78. 
| 6d. 


3 


| 1 
6 d. whereof, it is obſervable, that 20,07 cl. 


was of linnen and woollen yarn; whereas be- 
fore the wars, when Ireland was in it's greater 
— there was, as before intimated, 

t to the value of 150000 l. ſterling in thoſe 
commodities. 

Tux exports of Ireland amounted to 
1,624 J. 78. pope? ſterling ; whereby it a 
25 ther d balance was to the bf — 

959321. 58. 11 d. ſterl. 
IM 1696 the exports of Ireland amounted 
to 398,237 l. 78. 5 d.; of which there was 
, and in thoſe, in particular, 
of linen and woollen yarn 12,0001. ſterling 
in linen, and 62081. 78. in frize z all which 
was no leſs to the benefit of England, than 
if it had been their own, and in ſome re- 
ſpects more, becauſe they coſt them nothing 


min a manner. 


Tur imports of Ireland in the year 1696, 
3 in the whole to 334,963 J. 158. 
8 d.; of which there was from foreign parts 
do the value of 101, 419 I. 16 8. 8 d.: where- 
by is ſeen that the imports from foreign parts 
abated from what they were in the preced- 
ing year, though the exports encreaſed almoſt 
one third of. what they were in the year 
before. 

. | In 1697 the exports of Ireland amounted 
to canine 68. 3 d.; of which 83,707 l. 
were manufactures exported into England, 
un * in W r 


Tur 
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Tux imports for the above year amounted 
to 423,182 l. 16 8. 7 d.; whereof the value 
from foreign parts was 132, 290 J. This was 
to the prejudice of England, and the more 
ſo, as it encreaſed the evil in the next years 
imports ;. for the foreign imports into Ireland 
is a loſs to England. | K 

In 1698 the exports of Ireland amounted 
to 996305 l. 8s. 3 d.; of which there were 
manufactures into England for additional im- 
provement to the value of 155,595. 

Tur imports for the ſame year amounted 
to 576,8631, 18. 5 d.; by which account 
the balance is to the gain of Ireland 419,44 21. 
6s. 9xd. ; whereof there was from foreign parts 
to the value of 191,066 ; which was to the 


loſs of England, for in the year 1681, the im- 


ports from foreign parts were but 86,2401. 
THz number of ſhips employed in the 
importations to Ireland, and their tonnage in 
the year 1698, was as follows, viz. 2403 
ſhips, their tonnage of Iriſh ſhips 21,332, of 


and the tonnage of French ſhips 18,947 : 
the total of the tonnage being 120,728. 
Wurxex it appears how the navigation of 
England is ſhortened by the trade of foreign 
parts, which is a prejudice to both kingdoms, 
Tux imports into England from Ireland in 
the year 1698, and how they were manu- 
8 ab improved in England, ſtand 
us: | 


Sheep's 


24 
5 


Engliſh ſhips 76,044, of Scotch ſhips 4, 20 5, 


* 
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2 s wool 335,574 ſtone, at 
+ 161. per ſtone, in Ireland A 
mounted to ev. 167,787 
Worſted yarn 12848 ſtone, at 
27 8. per ſtone © - 17,34 
Woollen yarn 3937 at 13 8. 6 255 
Sheep and lamb's ſkins 852 50 


Linen yarn 8916 lb. quart. n 
ee e —— 


445583 
Fora hides ; 49000 at 146. per 
* Im 238, ooo 


L 26 10 3 


This 8 * ATV EY 
in England, came to 671,148 
This worſted yarn, ditto. , - . 35,000 
This woollen yarn, ditto. - F, ooo 


Theſe ſheep and lamb's ſkins, 


ditto .. -- - 15,000 
+ This linen. yarn - - ditto. - | 89,000 
N green hades: - = - ditto - 56, ooo 


J. 871,148 


Turxz were many other commodities 
then imported from Ireland, that are not 
mentioned, the certainty of their im prove- 

dernde as in the reſt; 
but 


ment not being 
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but they appear Dee n from the fol- 
omg account, | 


Calve, ſkins at I. s. d. 
14%. - - 3327 7 6 


Tan d hides 30000, MP oY 

Den N } 106982 18 6 
181. 22 AQ O 0 

Iron and wooden _ 


wre 42300 0 0 


Tux next thing, is the ex- 


rH from England to Ire- 
1 to the neareſt 
computation - — 250000 © © 


Tarzz was employed in 
the trade of Ireland, as by the 
particulars of each in the Ss 
year 1698; 2043 ſail of ſhips, - 
making tonnage as they were 
entered in the cuſtomhouſe. 
120,728 tons; of which 
76,044 tons were of ſhips 
of England; the gain where- 
of at 20 8. * makes 76044 o o 


1304174 18 6 
& 


Vor. l. | 
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By this account againſt which there can 
* no objection, there being nothing charg- 
ed, but what ariſes out of the cuſtomhouſe 


books of both kingdoms) England gained 
annually by the trade of Ireland, as above 


1,304, 174 J. 18s, 6d. 
Bst this, we muſt not lade the ex- 


ports of Ireland to foreign parts, on Engliſh 
account, that making no ĩnconſiderable ar- 
ticle ; for the account of the exports of Ire- 
land, for the year 1698 is 996, 30 fl. 8s. zd.; 
of which we bring to the above account but 
265,623 1. 10s. 6d. imported into England; 
which being deducted out of 996,30 51. 8s. 2d., 
leaves 730, 681 l. 17 8. 8 d., which was ex- 
ported to foreign parts— The greateſt part of 
thelaſt ſum, is, or of right ought to be for the 
account of England; and if ſo, that is in 
the balance of trade equally ſo much, as if 
exported from England itſelf; and then it is 


5 evident, that England gained 2 millions ſterl. 
| * per Annum 12 trade of Ireland. 


THovcn there can be nogainſaying of mat- 
ter of fact, yet there may 2 objection to 
871,148, rb I make to he a _ of the 
clear profit to the nation; for it wil be ſaid, 
that the firſt caſt of them in Ireland, being 
265, 623, that muſt be deducted, as being 
123 for with the money, or goods of Eng- 


To hic it is anſwered; that there is 


Reither * nor goods ſent out of Eng- 


land, 


——U— — 
— 
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* 


the laſt 
7 years. 


r 
1015580 = 


$43392 · 


J. 8. d. | I. 8. 
COD © —_ 712497 - 2 - 64] 554247 12 
1711 — | 378237 4 10 f 670948 - 133 
1712 — 889339 - 7 - O 774420 12 
1713 — | 890437 - 5- 32 ©5966; - offfi 
1714 — 1422227 7 - 5 | 1016122 - 12; 
17185 — {| 1529765 - 14 - 13 | 972688 - gli 
1916 — |1255083 - 7 - 10 | 875565 - 19|ſ 
1717 — {| 1100012 - 10 4 7160 - 10 Mi 
1718 — {| 1115304 - © - 115 | 387758 - 16 
1719 — 1038381 7 14 891678 - 56 
1720 — | 859581 - 5 - 14 683364 - 1Y6 
1721 — 986346 - 14 - 2 | 730558 - 109 
1722 — | 1074269 - 12 - 23] 829367 - 17: 
1923 — | 1090675 - 13 - 53 |. 920802 1156 
1724 — |1053782 - 13 - 11: | 819761 - 13H 3 
1725 — 10265337 6 - 4 | 889832 - 18Y 5 
1726. — 1017872 15 42 | 1030059 161 
Total - |18020351 - 14 - 2 | 14114004 - 51 
Medium for 
17 1062020 13 = 77 830235 - 1010 
Total for 
the laſt 7 $>7109066 - O - 7+ 5903747 - 9f ? 
years, 
Medium fo 


g $10! 


1214 158249 - 10 2x 
12's | 207288 - 11 - 2 

121060 114918 - 14 - 6% 
or | 230772 
12] | 400104 
9's | 557077 - 4 - 25 
19+ | 379517 - 7 - 10% 
100; | 272851 - 19 53 


g:+ 4 
my 
Uo +>- 
= 0 
— 
O 


1617] 227545 - 10 42 


51146703 1- 7 


Contra Balance. 
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1 $. | d. 


11 / 176217 - 3 7 | 

10%; | 255788 - 3 - 47 

1714244901 135 © 

i1Y 6 | 169873 - 1 - 11% 

13H 3x | 234021 - O 8; 

18 5; | 136704 - 7 - 104 

160 44 | 12187 - 1 - OF 
5K 1 | 3906347 - 9- x | 12187 - 1 - or 


rofſiok 229984 - 2. 9% 
ar 21205318 - 11 - 55 


9810+ 172188 - 7 427 
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land, for the expor 


Engliſh account to foreign parts; but they 
are paid for by the expence of the Iriſh eſtates 
in England : fo that as to the general ſtock 


of the nation, nothing is carried out of the 


kingdom, for what they fetched from Ireland. 
Whence it appeared, that if the trade of Ire- 
land had been rightly regulated by England, 
it might have been made inſtrumental to have 
brought in- mote clear gain to the nation, 
than any other trade belonging to it. 

Tus next period, in which I ſhall conſi- 
der the ſtate of the trade of Ireland, is from 
1710 to 1727; which, according to the cuſ- 


tomhouſe accounts, carefully extracted by 


VIZ» 


+ 


ts of Ireland to England, 
nor much for the exports from Ireland for 


. 
— — — :::: ĩð2 — = __ 
: 


the judicious Mr, Dobbs, ſtands as follows: 
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2 22 may — ſured: che 
riſe of the exports 0 and from 
| — to 1716; from which time they gra- 
dually fall to 1721; then roſe again to 1724, 
and abated to 1727. It is immaterial to my 
purpoſe to enter into the cauſes of thoſe 
ebbs and flows. 

| To help our judgment farther in forming 
an idea of the importance of the trade of 
Ireland, it may have its uſe to give an ab- 
ſtrat of the number of ſhips, with their 
tonnage, employed for ſome years to export 


and import the commodities dealt in by that 
kingdom. 


Years com- | Ships Tons. 
mencing La- a3 | 
dy-day. , | * | 
TIEN | — f — 

1714 | 3081 [1611156 52.27 decimals. 

1719 3341 | 135887 | 40.67 

1720 | 3167 | 187041 | 59.09 

17211 3334 | 158414 47 GT - 

1722] 3657 | 286594 | 78.36 

1723] 4012 | 173986143.36 

1724 | 3829 2087s [4442 


Tonnage of fhi 
| at a medium. os 


Total 24421 | 1273310 
Medium | 3488. 7 | 181901 | 52.14 


Of which the Engliſh tonnage amounts to 
96,924. Scotch 17,951, and Iriſh 38, 513. 


THE 
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Tux tonnage in different nations in 1722 
and 1723, was as follows: 


In 1722. Tons. | In 1723. 


Engliſh —— | 218299 | 96440 
Scotch —— | 18355 19247 
Iriſh —— | 33312 | 42136 
Daniſh —— | 11201 9292 
Dutch —— 22444 3915 
French —— 2868 2731 
Spaniſn 115 205 
* * 
Total 286394 173986 


HEREBY may be ſeen the proportion 
which other nations bore to Ireland in the 
carriage and freight of their goods, and their 
imports ; by which we may obſerve, that a 
great part of the profits of the Iriſh trade 
were abſorbed by England and foreign na- 
tions ; and if a union between England and 
Ireland ſhould once take place, theſe advan- 
tages might chiefly center among ourſelves, 
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The medium of Iriſh ex- l. 8. d. 
ports to England in linen 
and linen yarn about 267000 © © 

By wool, woollen, and wor- 
. 


8 15 10g 
Of copper ore, feathers, hair, „ 
raw hides, kelp, calve- 
ſkins, goat and kid-ſkins, 
ſheep and lamb- ſkins, P 
rabit-ſkins,tallow 55408 oo oo 


Total of all 439962 15 102 


Tur other articles, which make up the 
remainder of the exports, amounting to 
about 33, 900 l. are goods re-exported about 
1500 J., chiefly wine and brandy; beef, but» 
ter, candles, fiſh, flannel, frizes, finall horſes, 
hogs-lard, pork, rape-ſeed, and other ſmall 
parcels, which are generally the proviſions 
and little neceſſariĩes colliers and other ſeamen 
carry with them in their portage in their re- 
turn home. | . | 

By this it appears, that the Iriſh export 
to England the feſt principles of their manu- 
factures of various kinds, viz. wool, ores, 
ſkins, hair, feathers, hides, and tallow, about 
172, 900 l., in linen yarn about 90, ooo l. 
ſo there is above 262, 900 I. exported to 
them of ſuch things as are abfolutely necef- 

7 _ lary 
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ſary for carrying on and increaſing their com- 
merce, and for employing their people, the 
linen yarn being particularly uſeful in carry- 
ing on the northern manufactures of linen, 
and mixtures of linen with wool and cotton. 
The Iriſn linens amounting to about 1770001. 
are made a manufacture in England, by be- 
ing ſtamped or ſtained, and ſaves a great 
quantity of their rich manufactures in wool, 
&c. for exportation; which is ſo much ſaved 
from foreigners in Iriſh hands for Engliſh 
uſe, being ſpent in Britain, 'where all the 
redundant coſt centers: ſo that of all the 
Iriſh exports to England; there is 34,0001. 
luxuriouſly ſpent therein, conſequently they 
muſt have proved a great . to the Eng- 
liſh trade and commerce. 
Tux imports from England at a medium, 
are nearly 473,800 l. per annum, and chiefly 
conſiſt of the following articles, viz. bark, 
books, bottles, candle-wick, wool- cards coals, 
coffee, wheat and barley, drapery, drugs, 
allum, cochineal, indico, logwood, iron 
ware, ſteel, lead, cambricks? hollands, lawns, 
mullins, flower, millinary ware, callicoes, 
falt and rock, raw filk, thrown ſilk undyed, 
and filk manufactures, pewter and tin, whale- 
bone, wood _—_— ware, cotton and yarn, gro- 
grum-yarns, falt- groceries of fruits 
and ſpice, fmall . battery and braſs 
ſruffs, cheeſe, camblets, copper · plates, red- 
wood, earthen-ware, herrings, fuſtians, glaſs- 
"wares, ſugars, gold and filver thread - 
ce, 
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lace, hops, ſlate, ſnuffs, ſtockings, pitch and 


tar, cyder, tea, tobacco, toys, fans, m_ 

„hats, garden-ſeeds, hemp, apples. 
1 I ſome other Mall — 
make up the medium as above: of which 
there is of the Engliſh produce and manu- 
factures 248, 439 l. from the American colo- 
nies, and by the Eaſt- India company 167, 5361. 
and by the Dutch, Flemiſh, Baltic, and 
Mediterranean trades 57, 4000 l.— There is 
about 7, 800 l. value of tobacco imported by 
way of Scotland; but being all from the 
Engliſh plantations, the whole is placed to 
this account. 

Tuus ſtood the trade between England 
and Ireland; by which it appears, that 
all to a trifle which we export to them, 
are either of the greateſt uſe, and a very 
great gain to England, by encreaſing their 
trade and commerce abroad, and employing 
a great number of induſtrious poor at home, 
or ſaved from foreigners, by whom they 
muſt otherwiſe neceſſarily be ſupplied: con- 
ſequently this is' an addition of power and 
wealth to the Britiſh Dominions. The 
goods imported into Ireland from England 
are either a redundancy of their. produce 
and manufactures, which employs and main- 
tains a great number of farmers and manu- 
facturers; or ſuch colony and Eaſt-India 
goods as employ a great number of the largeſt 
and beſt ſhips; which conſequently pro- 
motes 


3141 
motes navigation and ſeamen, and employs 
abundance of hands in our colonies, who, 
in return, take off great quantities of the 
Engliſh manufactures. 

Wr ſhall next conſider the ſtate of the 
trade between Ireland and Scotland, and the 
Ifle of man, and annex an abſtract of the 
exports, - imports, and balance, with that 
part of Britain for the like term of eight 
years, Viz. 
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IxIsR exports to Scotland and Ile of Man, 
conſiſt of viz. F 2 
OATNEAT, other grain; beef and kine, 
horſes, hides, butter, cheeſe, ſoap, linen, and 
mutton, and other ſmall parcels to the amount 


of 11900l. Some other ſmall articles with wine 
and brandy make up the medium 


Tux imports from Scotland into Ireland 
conſiſt of, viz. l 


CoaLs, tobacco, bark, brandy, barley and 
malt, groceries, linen and kenting, wine, tim- 
ber, linen-yarn, herring, and ſmall parcels, 
amounting to 31700 — Some other triffling 
articles make up the medium. 


Tur importation from North Britain and 
the Iſle of Man to Ireland vary but little; 
conſiſting chiefly of coal and tobacco; for 
which the Iriſh demands are pretty conſtant, 
and nearly equal The Iriſh exports being 
chiefly of oat-meal, riſes and falls as the Iriſh 
harveſts are plentiful, or otherwiſe. 

Urox this trade there is occaſion for little 
animadverſion, it being very ſmall and to be 
underſtood at firſt view. By deducting the 
ſmall balance with' England, from the Con- 
trabalance with Scotland ; they loſt by Bri- 


tain, not including their colonies, 176 52 |. 


IIS. 672 d. 


IT 
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Ir is neceſſary to ſtate the Iriſh trade 
with the Britiſh colonies in America, as 
an appendage of Britain ; the imports from 
thence being all accounted for in the Iriſh 
importations from Britain ; where they muſt 
all be firſt entered, before they can be ad- 
mitted into Ireland, except timber and grain; 
not being bond- goods. | 
HERE follows an abſtract of the Iriſh 
American exports, for the ſame years with 
thaſe of the laſt abſtracts, viz, - 
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Fux Iriſh imports from America being 
already accounted for ; the contra-balance 
from Britain alone muſt be deducted from the 
American : the -balance from Britain in the 
favour of Ireland, including the colonies, 
will then amount to 70205 l. 88. 144d. 
Tuus ſtood the trade with Great Britain, 
and her colonies, and Ireland, Whence it 
might be imagined, that Great Britain were 
loſers by their trade ang intercourſe with Ire- 
land: but when this balance comes to be 
ſubſtracted from the draughts upon Ireland, 
by thoſe who have eſtates, employments, or 
penſions, and reſide in Britain; by others who 
go there to ſpend, or for education, and by 
the troops paid abroad; which amounted to 
486000, then Britain will be a gainer by 
Ireland 4157941. 11 s. 102 d. If to this 
be added the monopoly of wool, woollen 
and worſted yarn ; of which Ireland ſent an- 
nually to England 227049 ſtone, at 16 pounds 
to the ſtone (the computed price at a me- 
dium of wool and yarn being then 10 8. 4 d. 
per ſtone, and the leaſt profit upon that when 
manufactured is computed at al. 195. 8 d.; 
for a ſtone of wool manufactured without 
dying, is, at leaſt, worth 3I. 108. od. eſpe- 
cially what Ireland ſend over here, that be- 
ing the choiceſt and beſt) then the Engliſh 
gained by the Iriſh wool 678, 573 l. 155 
6d., which is by the loweſt computation 
that can be made; for as it * 
6 others 
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others it riſes conſiderably higher ; as tlius: 


a pound of wool in England is valued at12d., 
and a pound of the Iriſh wool and yarn, be- 


ing of the beſt ſort, may be worth 14 d. Iriſh 


at leaſt : now Mr. King's computation is, 
the -wool is the fourth of the value of it when 
manufactured: if fo, a ſtone of wool manu- 
factured is worth 31. 14s. 8 d., and the 
profit from Ireland to England would then 
amount to 730,340 l. 198. Another inge- 
nious gentleman, who wrote upon the trade 


of Ireland in 1687 ſays, three pounds worth 


of wool, and oil, when manufactured into 
white cloths i is worth 13 1. : at which rate the 
| to Britain upon the. before-mentioned 

quantity of- Iriſh wool, computing ſuch as 
Was ſent to England at 14 d. Iriſh, would be 
9167101. 68. 9d., this computation being 
made on white cloths as ſold in England, be- 
fore they are dyed and exported; the profit 
upon exportation after dying is to be added ; 
which, if we were to ſay does not amount 
to leſs than one half more, it would not ex- 
ceed the bounds of truth: ſo that the com- 
putation at firſt given is rather greatly « dimi- 
niſhed than exaggerated. 

Tux profit — gains ” 9 other ar- 
ticles being no monopoly, we only ob- 
ſerve; that the linen and linen — it is 
improved in England by working and ſtamp- 
ing, ſince the Iriſh cannot export it ſtriped 


wu ſtained with colours, or with any other 


mixture, 
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mixture, is ſo far a monopoly; and fince 
otherwiſe England would: take it from fo- 
reigners, it is ſo much faved to England, as 
before obſerved, and contributes to the power 
and wealth of Britain, by enabling Ireland to 
take ſo much more of our rich manufac- 
tures. 5 
To the two articles already mentioned 
may be added the freight and employment 
given to Britiſh ſhipping; the tonnage of 
which, at a medium of three years, amounts 
to 1557387 l., which, at 11. 10s. per ton 
freight, is 2336081. This, conſidering how 
many are employed in the American trade, 
I cannot think without bounds: for the ton- 
nage In the coal trade does not much exceed 
one-third, being at a medium 61081 tons, 
about one-ſixth of which may be computed 
to be Iriſh ; ſo the Britiſh tonnage employed 
will not exceed 50901, there would then be 
about 104700 tons of ſhipping employed 
upon the freights ; and the others being ſup- 
poſed, at leaſt, to make 10s, per ton freight ; . 
this would raiſe the freight upon others to 
about 11, 198. 8d. per tom; which I ſup- 
ry not much to exceed the truth. Since 
alſo a great quantity of our s is ſent 
abroad c bol 80 from . they 
have thqbenefit of the ſale of theſe goods in 
foreign markets. TY | 

Tux benefit then ariſing to Britain from 
Ireland will appear thus 


Vox. "Is + 5 Money 
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Money ſpent in England 
. + Ooverand above the ba- 
. lance ſubſtratedas be- 

fore, and by payments 


of troops abroad 415794 11 I0z% 


Buy the monoply of Iriſh 

wool and yarn - - -' 678573 15 6 
By freight of Britiſh ſhip=- -k 
1 ping er 233608 © © 


©0057 


| . Total in Iriſh money 1327976 7 4% 


| Which amounts to, in Engliſh money, 
1225730 l. 


But, left it might be thought that 30s. 


per ton is more than the Engliſh gain by 

the freight of ſhipping, we may deduct 108. 
ton from the freight, which comes to 

77869 l. 6s. 8d. and then they will be 

gainers by the trade. and rents of Ireland 

12501071. os. 8d. Iriſh money. 

To which may be added the 

profits made by England upon 

the Iriſh linens that they ſtamp 

or ſtain, which, at 129. per 

yard exported, amounts at 

a medium to the value of 

177000l. Dope OR Pg gia 

at leaſt, 10 d. per yard profit 

when ſtained or ſtamped, in 

which caſe the Engliſh gain 

will be - - 14750000 
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The linen yarn, at a medium 


exported at 12d. per pound, 
amounts to about goooo l. and 


the profit upon it manufactured 


being at leaſt x50 per cent. 
when ſold in the Engliſh mar- 
ket, without computing the 


profit when , exported from 


thence, comes to 
Their profit upon ſkins, ore, 
tallow, kelp, &c. when manu- 
factured, may be reaſonably 
ſuppofed double of the value 
when exported from Ireland; 
which being above 5 5000, the 
Engliſh profit may be computed 
the ſa mne 
As all this is net gain above 


135000 0 0 


55000 © © 


the value of the goods Ireland 


exported to Britain (and the 
profitable goods Ireland ſends 


to them, upon which the above 


profit is made, amount to 
440000) with which Ireland 
paid for the Britiſh commodi- 
ties imported there, we may 
add at leaſt, ſo much more to 
the gain Britain makes of Ire- 
land; fince if there was no 
ſuch kingdom, the Engliſh 
would want a vent for ſo many 


of their profitable * no 


other 
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other kingdom having a de- l. 
mand for them; by this the 
profit of England from Ireland 
is at leaſt = - . 440000 0 © 
This being added to the 
foregoing ſum of 12501071. 05. 
8d. then the total benefit Britain 
reaps from the neighbourhood, 
trade and commerce of Ireland 
(in which is not included the 
profit made upon the Iriſh. 
goods when exported by Britain 


to foreign countries) amounts 
r 2027607 08 


| 8. d. 


To this alſo may be added the advantage 
ariſing to Britain, by the number of veteran 
troops maintained in Ireland, as alſo the be- 


nefit of providing for many by the beneficial 
livings and employments there. If ſuch 


and ſo many are the advantages which Bri- 
tain reaps from the neighbourhood of Ire- 
land, by their rents, wool, and trade; how 


groſly ignorant: muſt thoſe be, who maintain 


it would be better for Britain that Ireland 
was ſunk, or not to have had it annexed to 
the crown of England? 

THtxse people are poſſeſſed with a notion 
that Ireland has been a perpetual charge and 
expence to England, and a drain of their 
men and money, by the frequent rebellions 


of the man! whereas it 1s manifeſt, a 
| the 
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che conqueſt of Henry II. and the armies 
brought over by king John and Richard II. 
Ireland was no expence to them from the 
firſt landing of the Engliſh under Strongbow 
until the latter end of queen Elizabeth's 
reign,” but was ſerviceable in ſeveral of their 
wars with France and Scotland; and during 
that whole time, the Engliſh gained by the 
rents and trade of Ireland. Though the 
crown of England, in the latter end of Eli- 
zabeth's reign, and after the Iriſh rebellion, 
was at a conſiderable. expence, yet the body 
of the people of England gained vaſtly more 
by the Iriſh rents and trade, than the money 
expended and ſent over to pay the troops that 

uced the rebels there. As to the re- 
duction of Ireland after 1688, though for 
three campaigns it was very expenſive to Eng- 
land, yet, from the year 1660 to that time, 
the Engliſh reaped by the rents and trade of 
Ireland, three times the ſum which was ex- 
pended by them upon the laſt reduction; 
and ſince that time to the preſent, it may be 
acknowledged, that England has not gained 
ſo little as a million and a half annually by 
Ireland. All which would have been loſt to 
us, had there been no ſuch country, or had 
it been in the hands of foreigners. 

Ir is plain then, that Ireland, inſtead of 
being a charge to Britain, is of unſpeakable 
benefit, and may be termed the choiceſt 
jewel and acquiſition of the crown and peo- ' 
ple of England. And by a union of Ireland 

. Y 3 with 
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with England, in a manner conſiſtent with 
the general tenor of thoſe principles, where- 
on we have before reaſoned, the wealth, and 
the naval. power of Britain may be greatly 
augmented, there being trade and commerce 
abroad ſufficient to employ and maintain. all 
the hands in Britain and Ireland, were they 
even double what they are. For as Ireland 
Has proſpered from the times we have been 
ſpeaking of, England has been proportionably 
gainers thereby, and ever will. 
As London is now opulent. and magnifi- 
cent by being the ſeat of empire, and reſi- 
dence of the court, where men of fortune 
and great expence generally reſide; ſo upon 
ſuch a union, Britain being the ſeat of em- 
pire, would ſtill engroſs by far the greateſt 
t of the wealth perpetually flowing from 
Trcland, as London does that from the diſ- 
tant counties. Wherefore upon a union with 
England, and an enlargement and extenſion 
of the commerce of Ireland, all their ac- 
quired treaſares would be poured into Eng- 
land by the wealthy ; and Ireland would re- 
tain no more riches, nor enjoy no more mo- 
ney than what would be ſufficient to employ 
their poor and circulate their traffic: for as 
the blood in the natural body circulates 
through the heart in greater quantities, and 
with greater velocity than through the ex- 
tremes, ſo all the wealth of a trading nation 
does through the capital and center of em- 
pire and tradle. 
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Tx vs ſhould Ireland encreaſe upon a 
union in their numbers-and induſtry, and ac- 
quire two or three millions more from abroad 
annually than was ſufficient for their con- 
_ ption, four-fifths of this at leaſt, would 
brought into Britain by various channels. 
| 1 can then proceed only from a narrow and 
ſelfiſh way of thinking ; "hat Itelahd dan ever 
be ſuppoſed to rival England in trade, whilſt 
a member of the empire. Were it in the 
hands of a foreign nation, or had it extent 
and numbers ſufficient to be a ſtate of itſelf, 
it would then be a dangerous rival; but he 
latter of theſe is not poſſible from it's ſitua- 
tion and ſmall extent, and the former can ne- 
ver happen whilſt the Britiſh proteſtant in- 
tereſt prevails in Ireland, and Ireland is 
protected and regarded as brethren and 
friends: nothing but violence and oppreflion 
can ever give Ireland the leaſt tendency- that 
way; whilſt good government prevails in the 
Britiſh empire. What reaſon. then can be 
aſſigned for not admitting Ireland into a 
ſtricter union and greater privileges in trade, 
but would have equally beld againſt the ad- 
mitting of Scotland and Wales? And do we 
not experience that London, by being the 
metropolis, reaps all the benefit and acquired 
wealth of thoſe diſtant members, as it did 
before of the northern and weſtern counties 
of England? Would it not be accounted a 
very narrow and confined way of thinking, 
R and 
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and highly detrimental to the wealth and the 
power of the public in general, to allow 
that a few merchants ſhould monopolize a 
trade, and deprive others of it, who being 
admitted would add greatly to the wealth 
and power of the whole community? Should 
the city of London ſay, by depriving the out- 
ports of all trade, they ſhould grow mmen- 

ſely rich, and all their poor be employed, 
and gain infinitely more than at preſent, when 
trade is diſperſed in ſo many parts of the 
kingdom; would this be eſteemed ſound rea- 
Joping; or good policy in a ſtate to ſuffer it? 
When the out- ports could demonſtrate, that 
by their being admitted to participate of the 
commerce, greater numbers would be main- 
tained and employed, and a far greater de- 
gtee of wealth acquired by the nation in ge- 
neral, though it ſhould be diſperſed amongſt 
more hands, and ſome. particular perſons 
would not reap ſo, great a benefit as when 
confined to themſelves? Yet is it not from a 
parallel way of reaſoning. that Ireland is de- 
ptived of an union with Britain; and having 
ſeveral. privileges of trade allowed them, 
which would greatly add to the wealth and 
| r-of- the Britiſh empire in general! 
ere Ireland admitted into the ſame privi- 
leges of trade, and incorporated with them, 
would not they be liable to the ſame taxes 
with England? Which they could bear in 
proportion as the diſtant counties in e 
* 0, 
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do, and the enlargement of the Iriſh. fund 
bear it? Would not that eaſe the public in 
England, and render the whole united king- 
dom far more formidable to it's enemies, and 
it's rivals in trade than it is at preſent? Would 
not the encreaſe of the riches and numbers of 
people in Ireland, in conſequence hereof, 
greatly extend the foreign trade of the united 
the real ſecurity of the Britiſh empire at heart, 
but muſt own that the encouraging Ireland 
in all the improvements it is capable of, by 
adding to it's trade and wealth, and unitin 

it's affections to Britain, is doing the greate 

ſervice to the public; and the, cloſer ſuch 
union is cemented, and the more powerful 
Ireland ſhall grow, juſt ſo much the more is 
added to the ſecurity, wealth, power, and 
dignity of Britain. oh 


Tur an idea may be formed, in as nar- 
row a compaſs as may be of the proportion 
that the Iriſh trade has borne to. the whole 
commerce of Britain; we ſhall obſerve, that. 
Tux exports of England upon their whole 
trade were. computed in the year. 1710 at 
66908281. 15 8. 24d. and the balance then 
at 23898721 96. gizd.;z, in 1735 their 
exports were 7379409 |. 3 8., and the balance 
225053 J. 18s. 82 d. If we ſuppoſe they 
— K to the year 1727 to 8000,000, and 
the balance to 2500,000, which would be a 
conſiderable addition to the trade and n 
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of Britain; near 3 as much, if not ? was 
gained by the rents, trade, wool, and freight, 
Tus tonnage of ſhipping employed in 
England at a medium of 6 years ending at 
Chriſtmas' 1727, amounted to 859305 ; the 
tonnage of the trade of Ireland tb 2907 I.; 
which is to the Engliſh as about 1 to 4; 
the "Britiſh tonnage employed in Ireland is 
1553785 ſo the proportion employed by 
d of Britiſh ſhipping, is to England's 
whole tonnage as 1 to 5: it may alſo be 
obſerved, that the total of the exports to thoſe 
of England was as 1 to 7e; and the Iriſh 
imports as 1 to 6; but the Engliſh balance 
exceeded the Iriſh as 14 to 1; without tak- 
ing notice of the draughts upon Ireland 
c | 

Tur monopoly of wool and woollen yarn 
has been the greateſt occafion of complaint 
in Ireland, of hardthip laid upon it by Eng- 
land's engtoſſing fo valuable a branch to it- 
ſelf. This the Engliſh claim as due to them, 
upon account of the charges from time to 
time that they have heretofore been at in re- 
ducing the natives of Ireland, as alſo in pro- 
tecting and reftoring the Britiſh intereſt, when 
diſturbed by the frequent rebellions of the 


On the other hand, the Iriſh fay, that the 
"hardſhip is laid equally upon the conquerors 
andthe conquered, without regard to their m_ 
ES offs- 
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offsſpring, and of thoſe who bore the brunt 
of the war. Alſo the Iriſh, by being con- 
fined to one market, the profits made by 
their ſheep is too ſmall, they being allowed 
only to ſpin it at the loweſt wages poſſible. 
This difficulty we would confider as a friend 
to the Britiſh commerce in general, without 
any view of it's being a hardſhip to Ircland, 
ſince England has given Ireland a full equi- 
valent for it, in the manufacture of linen and 
hemp ; in which they have been ſo greatly 
encouraged, and thereby the imports of for- 
eign linen proportionally diminiſhed : and 
whilſt England continues their encourage- 
ment to the Iriſh in this reſpect, they ought 

willingly to acquieſce in the monopoly of 
wool, or give England an equivalent in taxes 
to be allowed to carry on the woollen manu- 
facture unreſtrained, till a union of the two 
kingdoms ſhould take place, 

For it is certainly better policy for che 
Engliſh to conſent that the Iriſh ſhall ſnare 
this trade with them, than foreigners ſhould 
engroſs any of it, although a greater 
cheapneſs of their commodities the Iriſh ſup- 
plant the Engliſh, till they become capable 
of ſelling equally cheap: and if the Friſh gave 
an equivalent to England, in conſideration 
thereof, in money annually, and that mone 
was inviolably a 3 to take off ſuch 
taxes as moſt d the price of our OO 
len goods; this, together wth the other prin- 

ciples 


e 
ciples humbly recommended to the public 
deliberation, would gradually put the Eng- 
liſh in a condition to ſell as cheap as the 
Iriſh; and then the happy union may take 
place, without any injury to either; but 
on the contrary to the unſpeakable benefit 
and advantage of both; which is other- 
wiſe at preſent. For, as the Iriſh wool 
is, at preſent, diſpoſed of, it proves greatly 
prejudicial to England; becauſe where high 
duties or prohibitions are laid upon any ſpe- 
cies of goods, either exported or imported, 
there a ſmuggling trade will be carried on; 
whilſt there are men in the world, who will 
riſk any thing for gain, it will be unavoidable. 
Whence it is that in Ireland ſuch perſons 
finding a better price in France and Hol- 
land for their wool than in England, do 
carry on this trade, in ſpite of all the 
care taken to prevent it. Wherefore, it 
ought to be carefully weighed, whether the 

giving ſo material an article as Iriſh wool to 
foreigners in their manufactures, and that 
in conſiderable quantities, be not more pre- 
judicial to the ſale of Engliſh woollen manu- 
factures abroad, than prohibiting Ireland 


from ſending over to Britain any of the Iriſh 
wool manufactured, permitting only the Iriſh 
wool-and woollen-yarn can at preſent, be of 
benefit to them? e 
As the caſe at preſent ſtands, the conſe- 
_ quence has long been, and will continue to 
be, thateither the ſmuggling detrimental trade 


will 
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will be carried on to the ſole advantage of 
foreigners, and the leſſening the ſale and con- 
ſumption of our Britiſh manufactures abroad; 
or, if a ſtop ſhould be put to it, the ſheepwalks, 
and flocks of ſheep in Ireland muſt be leſſened; 
and in a little time, no more would be kept 
than were ſufficient to ſupply the markets with 
fleſh, and what wool would be wanting to 
make up apparel for the Iriſh conſumption.” 
Does it not, therefore, become the wiſdom ' 
of the Britiſh nation to conſider, whether it 
is better to remain under this dilemma than 
not? That is, whether the Iriſh, by con- 
tinuing their ſmuggling trade, or leſſening 
their ſheep-walks, give foreigners no more 
wool on the one hand ; or, on the other, be 
put upon ſuch a footing as to work their 
wool to advantage, and employ their poor 
in Ireland, while at the ſame time England 
ſhould reap the ſame advantage by the Iriſh 
manufactures as France in particular at pre- 
ſent does by the Iriſh wool? Let the dilemma 
be taken in either light, we find England muſt 
be a great loſer. 'For ſuppoſe 100,000 ſtone 
of wool is conveyed from Ireland to France 
or Holland annually, it is 'plain (that in ſuch 
foreign markets as they ſupply by it) at 41. 
per ſtone manufactured, which is now con- 
ſiderably within the profits they make, Eng- 
land loſes 400, ooo l. which they might have 
ſaved, had they got the wool, and manu- 
factured it for their foreign ſales. If the Iriſh 
are ſtopped in their ſheep- walks, by reaſon = 

3 the 
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the trifling profit they could honeſtly make by 
their ſheep, 'then the profit England makes 
by their manufacturing of the Iriſh wool 
would be loſt; which has been already made 
ory 1 amount to no leſs than 678 573 1. 
158. 6d. _ | 

Ix England, either by Ireland giving her too 
much wool, or by their ſupplying foreigners, has 
mare manufactures upon band than ſhe can 
vent abroad, it is her intereſt that the Iriſh 
flocks of ſheep ſhould be leſſened, and their 
lands be put io a better uſe: but if this be 
not the caſe, and England could have a ſuf- 
ficient vent, and ſhould want wool to ſupply 
What foreign cuſtomers ſhe has, or might 
haye, with her woollen manufactures: and 
it ſeems to appear, that if Great Britain 
ſhould fall into the general ſyſtem that 
we have here, and in our other writings 
adopted, with all ſubmiſſion to the wiſ⸗ 
dom, correction, and improvement of others 
(for as 4 ptivats labourer in the vineyard 
for the public rity, I only preſume 
to ſketch out d for others to cul- 
tivate) we are willing to hope ſhe may be 
capable of ſelling her woollen, and all 
her other manufactures, as cheap as any 
| Other rival nation can do; and, from what 
we have alſo: propoſed, her huſbandmen, her 
manufacturers, and her artiſts of every de- 
nomination, may equal in ſkill and delicacy 
of workmanſhip any in the world. 


DIS. 


DISSERTATION XII 
The union of England and Ireland continued. | 


+5 NG experience has ſhewn, that no 
laws hitherto enacted, however ſe- 
vere, haye been ſufficient to prevent the 
people of Ireland from running their raw 
wools to France, and their manufactured 
goods to foreign countries; and that nothin 
can effectually put a ſtop to this great evil, 
but making 1t the intereſt of Ireland to diſ- 
courage that practiſſe. TT" 

For ſince the Iriſh wools, that yearly re- 
main more than they manufacture, muſk 
ſomewhere find a market; and fince the 
French can afford to give more for their 
wools than we can, the landed gentlemen of 
Ireland will ever continue to countenance 
this pernicious trade, as the only one, perhaps, 
1. which their tenants are enableq to pay 


ir rents. 


_ In order to ſhew that the running of Iriſh 
wool to France, and the Iriſh manufactured 
goods to other countries, is inconſiſtent with 
the real intereſt of Ireland; and to make - | 
4 the 
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the intereſt of Ireland to prevent it; we ſhall 
firſt take a retroſpeR of the ſtate of the woollen 
manufacture about forty years ago, and compare 
the fame with what it isat preſent : in the next 
_ we ſhall point out the reaſons why the 
Iriſh have fold ſo much wool to our rivals the 
French, and propoſe' ſome miaſures that 
ſhould ſeem to prevent the ſame, till a happy 
and perfect union between the two kingdoms, 


ſhall take place; and this in ſuch a manner 


as will. be equally beneficial to England and 
Ireland, and prove a ſtep previouſly neceſſary 
to be taken to facilitate the defired union. 
Aso forty years ago, they manufactured 
in Ireland large quantities of ratteens, frizes, 
and . coarſe cloth of eight, nine, and ten 
ſhillings per yard ; the latter being the price 
the beſt cloths their own wools could make, 
were generally fold for. The lower and 
middle claſs of their people appeared at that 
time well dreſſed in ratteens and frizes ; the 
better or richer claſs, wore cloths of ten 
ſhillings per yard; and their nobility and 
' gentry the ſuperfine cloths, then made in 
DwWEA_TT... 
THE importation, of Spaniſh wools into 
Ireland made an alteration in their woollen 
manufactures; their cloathiers attempted firſt 
to make quarter Spaniſh cloths, afterwards 


half-quarter Spaniſh cloths, and ſoon learned 


from us the manner of making whole Spa- 


As 
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As the country of Ireland improved, their 
people grew more pompous in dreſs, and 
more expenſive in equipage. The lower - 
claſs, who were formerly well dreſſed in rat- 
teens and frizes, deſpiſe that cloathing now, 
and purchaſe cloths mixed with Spaniſh 
wools; the middle claſs, together with their 
nobility and gentry, weas few cloaths but 
ſuch as are manufactured of all Spaniſh - 
wools ; by which the Iriſh clothiers are be- 
come great manufacturers of Spaniſh cloth; 
there being no great demand for cloths of 


eight, nine, or ten ſhillings per yard; ex- - 


cept liveries for ſervants, into which forts 
their own wools were formerly largely ma- 
nufactured. | dir 

As by the diſcouraging the manufactures 
of ſuch cloths, great quantities of Iriſh wools 
do yearly remain in that kingdom, the mea- 
ſures propoſed ſhall be to engage the people 
of Ireland to manufacture more of their own 
wools, ſend leſs of them to France, and 
more of their ſpinning to England ; and this 
may be inforced, by proving it not only con- 
ſiſtent with, their own intereſt, but the ſureſt 
way to extend and advance the fame. 

In what is herein ſubmitted, the advan- 
tages of both countries are conſidered. We 
apprehend that neither our own manufac- 
turers nor land-owners can oppoſe, and the 
people of Ireland will have due encourage- 
ment to induce them to prevent, the running 
. l their 
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their wools into France, and their manu- 
factured goods into foreign countries. 
Ir beiag apparent that the importation of 
Spaniſh wWools into Ireland has been the cauſe 
of their clothiers manufacturing leſs of their 
on wools, and conſequently having the 
more to ſell to France; a prohibition of Spa- 
niſh wool into Ireland, added to the 
meaſures that have — — 
of theſe animadverſions, bid fair to anſwer 
the end propoſed. For when theſe things 
are accompliſhed; the Iriſh manufacturers 
Will return to their former manner of mak- 
ing ſuch cloths as the wodls of that king- 
dom will produce, and the laudable ſpirit 
for encouraging the manufactures made in 
Ireland, will nee promote this de- 
Aan 30 321 * 4 
TIL the defired waloa/beween England 
and Ireland ſhall take let every ſtep 
bo taken that is previ to a view 
of ſuch high concernment. Let the people 
of Ireland be permitted to export their own 
woolten' manufactured goods directly from 
Ireland to Great Britain only; not to be ſold 
for conſumption in England, but for expor- 
tation from to ſuch foreign coun- 
tries as the proprietors or purchaſers ſhall 
judge beſt. But as there are many good rea- 
ſons vv re end mot fend their woollen 
goods directly from Ireland to our planta- 
tions abroad, or * foreign n 


* D 
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we trade to, the exportation of their woollen 
goods ſhould be limited and reſtrained to Great 
Britain for re- exportation only to foreign 


countries. | | | | 
Ap, in order to prevent the expence to 
this kingdom that might attend the erecting 
and keeping proper warehouſes, and the mul - 
tiplying revenue-officers for receiving and 
diſcharging ſuch woollen goods as the peo- 
ple of Ireland may ſend us; and alſo to pre- 
vent the ſale and conſumption of ſuch woollen 
goods in England, to the prejudice of our 
Engliſh manufactures, landlords of x 
grounds, and the leſſening the labour of 
our own poor: let a duty be laid on all Iriſh 
woolen goods at importation from Ireland; 
which duty ſhall be drawn back upon ex- 
portation to fbreign countries only, but not to 
the Britiſh plantations, England reſerving that 
branch in the woollen trade wholly to her- 
felf,” till the perfect union between England 
and Ireland ſhall take effect to the mutual 
content of both nations. Hereby the ware- 
houſes of the merchants in England will 
become the proper places for receiving all 
ſach woollen as ſhall be imported 
from Ireland, and the duties paid at impor- 
tation will be a ſufficient ſecurity to Eng- 
land that ſuch goods ſhall not be wore or 
confumed in England, to the prejudice of 
our Engliſh manufactures in that reſpect. 

+ Ir any one undertakes to make it for the 
mtereft of the people of Ireland to pn 
10] 2 2 the 


RP 
the running their wools to France, and to 
manufacture them fully themſelves, either 
for their own wear, or for exportation to 
England, under the limitations before-men- 
tioned ; he muſt alſo make it for the intereſt 
of England to receive the goods ſo manufac- 
tured in Ireland; for this degree of union 
propoſed muſt be agreeable to both king- 
doms, otherwiſe the ſucceſs hoped for cannot 
be expected. | 
To render, therefore, a defign of this na- 
ture a ble to the land-owners of Ireland, 
we will conſider the advantages ariſing to 
Ireland by the manufacturing of one year's 
_ importation of Spaniſh wools, and the ad- 
vantage ſhe will have by manufacturing one 
year's produce of her own wools ; alſo the 
gain that will accrue to Ireland by prohibiting 
of Spaniſh wools, and by a free exportation 
to England of ſuch woollen goods as ſhe 
may manufacture more than are abſolutely 
neceſſary for her own conſumption. | 
Tux Spaniſh wools imported into Ireland 
from the 25th of March, 1743, to march the 
25th 1744, were one hundred twenty-eight 
thouſand, and eighty- ſix ſuttle pounds--which 
may be computed at about five hundred and 
_ ſeventy bags. | | 
LET it be ſuppoſed that each bag of wool 
is ſufficient to make four pieces. of Spaniſh 
_ cloths; then the cloths manufactured were 
two | thouſand two hundred and eighty; 
which, upon an average, being worth twenty 
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nds each cloth, the produce of the year's 
importation of Spaniſh wools will amount 
to 4.56001. 

Ir is computed, that in the woollen ma- 
nufactures, our-fifths of the value of the 
goods, when finiſhed for fale, are given to 
the labour of the people therein concerned ; 
therefore, let us ſuppoſe, that of this 4 5600. 
there was paid to the labour of the 3 
30430, and to Spain for the wool g1201. 

To make one piece of Spaniſh cloth, com- 
pletely finiſhed 2 ſale, will take up three 
N it is ſeldom finiſhed in leſs time; 
the manufacture is ſo tedious, that ſome of 
the people employed are often obliged to 
wait for work, while others are finiſhing 
their parts; as may be conceived by the fol- 
lowing table, which was received from an 
eminent clothier, on whoſe veracity we may 
depend, | 
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To make one piece of | Spaniſh cloth will 
| employ, 


gn Men. Women. Boys. Days. 
Dying 1 — 0 — 0— 1 


Beating -' = 0 — 2 — 0 — 4 
Scribling — — 2 — 0 — 0 — 5 
ng chain o — 8 — o — 7 
| Winding the chain o — 3 — o — 1 


Warping, winding 
quills, and weav- 2 


ing 


Spinning the liſt o — 2 — o — 2 
Burling - - 0 — 2 — 0 — 4 
Milling - - 1 — 0 — 0 — 1 
Prefling - - - 4 — 0 — 0 — 5 


Bu this table it appears in how many 
days leſs than three months the poor em- 
ployed in this manufacture finiſh their ſeveral 
parts. Therefore it is highly probable that 
ſeveral of them are often idle for want of 
work, unleſs the maſter clothier be a man of 

a large capital, and is able to carry on his 
manufactory ſo as to find them employment 
all the year. This we cannot ſuppoſe to be 
the caſe of the clothiers of Ireland, whoſe 
funds, I am informed, are ſmall, and their 
ambition to make Spaniſh cloth ſo great, 
that they give their ſpinners and weavers, 
who are employed on Spaniſh wools, one 
third part more wages than they give to 
thoſe employed on the Iriſh. N | 
o 
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Now the ſame people, that are employed 
by the above table, in the manufacturing one 
cloth made of Spaniſh wool, are abſolutely 
requifite in manufacturing a cloth made of 
Iriſh ; and they can finiſh ſuch a cloth in 
two months, as completely as they can a 
cloth made of Spaniſh in three ; therefore, 
if fully employed, can work up half as 
many more yards of cloth in one year, as an 
equal number can do, who are wholly em- 
ployed in manufacturing of Spaniſh, 

Bes1DEs, as coarſe wools may be worked 
up into of various kinds, and the 
wool ſo diſpoſed of, as to give employment 
at any time to a greater number of hands 
than the like value of Spaniſh wools can em- 
ploy, all manufactures of coarſe wools can 
be finiſhed with greater diſpatch. 

SINCE, therefore, the wealth of a na- 
tion is increaſed by the number of the poor 
it employs, and the quantity of the land-pro- 
ductions they conſume; we ſhall conſider what 
number of the poor of Ireland nine thouſand 
one hundred and twenty pounds value in 
Spaniſh wools will employ, and what num- 
ber of poor the wools of Ireland, valued at 
twelve ſhillings the great ſtone, containing 
2 pounds, will alſo employ and ſub- 
l ſt. b . | 

Oy the beſt information, we find that 

the wools which Ireland yearly produces are 
computed at four hundred eighty thouſand 
ſtone, of fixteen pounds ta the ſtone; ſome 
| 2 4 © . have 
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have computed them at leſs, but accounts 
that we have obtained from Ireland make 
them more. be. E | 
W ſhall, therefore, conſider the wools 
of that kingdom under the higheſt eſtima- 
tion that they have been reckoned at, and 
ſhew what that quantity of wool would pro- 
duce, if worked up for their own conſump- 


tion, or for exportation to England; and 


what loſs that kingdom ſuſtains yearly by 
neglecting the manufacturing of her own 
wWools, encouraging the manufacture of Spa- 
niſh, and running her raw wools to France. 
Wr ſhall next ſhew the gain that would 
ariſe in that kingdom, if their own wools 
were fully manufactured by their own 
LET it be ſuppoſed, that the medium 
rice of the wools of Ireland is twelve ſhil- 
lings the ſtone of ſixteen pounds; then four 
hundred eighty thouſand ſtones, at twelve 
ſhillings the ſtone, is 288000 1. 
I ,x ten pounds value in wool, when com- 
pletely manufactured for ſale, is worth fifty 
ds, the value of the yearly wools of Ire- 
land, when worked up, muſt be 14400001. 
Ir four fiſths of this ſum be paid to the 
working people for labour, and the remain- 
ing fifth be paid to the rents of the king- 
dom for the produce of their ſheep, the 
earned money of the poor of that country, 
in working up the yearly produce, will 
amount to 11520001. ; and they will work 
971 5 I up 
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up as much of the produce of the kingdom 
as will amount to 2880001. Conſequently, 
Ireland will gain yearly, by the manufac- 
turing of her own wool, 11520001. And 
By manufacturing the whole years impor- 
tation of Spaniſh wool, ſhe can only gain 
364801—To earn which ſum, ſhe muſt 
2 . y to Spain 9120 l. and have num- 
her poor idly ſupported by high 
= to make them amends for the many 


days the manufacturing of * wools 
eaves them —— 


Ir is not eaſy to compute the exact num- 5 


ber of poor that the wools of ſuch a country, 
if worked up amongſt themſelves, would 
employ and ſubſiſt. But as moſt working 
people earn no more than what is ſufficient 
to maintain them comfortably; we are of opi- 
nion that the finding out the quantity and va- 
lue of any kind of goods manufactured in a 
country, and the value of the common an- 
nual ſubſiſtence of a manufacturer, is the 
neareſt way of judging of the number of 
the working people ſubſiſted by that manu- 
facture. 

Ler us ſuppoſe that the common FREE) 
ſubſiſtence of working men, . women, and 
children in Ireland may be purchaſed at a 
medium for ten s per annum, and that 
four hundred eighty thouſand ſtone of the 
wools of Ireland, when fully manufactured, 

are worth 1440000 |. 


Turn 
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Tux the number of poor ſubſiſted by 
the manufacturing the yearly produce of the 
wools of Ireland will be one hundred forty 
thouſand people. 19 1 
- Ws ſhall next conſider how many of the 
of Ireland are ſubſiſted by the manu- 
facturing Spaniſh wools, admitting that they 
are not, during the whole year, one day 
unemployed, and that they manufactured the 
whole importation of Spaniſh wools in the 
year 1743, which was much larger than any 
quantity they ever imported in one year into 
that kingdom. 
I was before computed that five hundred 
ſeventy bags of Spaniſh wool, when fully 
manufactured for fale, would amount to 
456001. Wherefore, by that computation, 
the poor thereby employed and ſubſiſted by 
that manufacture can be no more than four 
thouſand five hundred and fixty people. 
WHENCE it is obvious that Ireland loſes 
immenſely every year by encouraging the ma- 
nufacture of Spaniſh cloths, diſcouraging the 
manufacturing of her own wools, and ſend- 
ing, and ſelling her valuable unmanufactured 
wools to France. To theſe cauſes may we 
not juſtly aſcribe the number of Iriſh poor, 
who are now employed in all the woollen 
manufactories of France, where, on account 
of religion, as well as ſkill, they have met 
. with protection and encouragement ? 
Ir the induſtrious poor are compelled to 
quit their country for want of em — 
3 | c 
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the gentlemen of Ireland muſt loſe their for- 
mer markets for the product of their lands. 
The loſs will be greater to the landed than the 
trading intereſt, and gentlemen muſt abate of 
their rents ; for it is the employment of the 
poor that muſt ever keep them up to their 
value ; and while Ireland ſhall encourage the 
manufacturing Spaniſh cloths, this has no- 
toriouſly obliged numbers of the poor to 
quit the country, or come to the lands for 
maintenance, which will lower their value ; 
but the value of their lands muſt riſe, as the 
manufacture of Iriſh wools ſhall be encou- 
raged, and the greater number of their poor 
ſhall be employed. Wherefore, a com- 
merce with England, for ſuch woollen goods 
as Ireland may manufacture more than are re- 
quiſite for her own conſumption, muſt prove 
of the advantage to Ireland that has been re- 
preſented. It will encourage them to work 
up. yearly their ſurplus wools, and employ 
the number of poor, at leaſt, already men- 
tioned, What the cloths, which they may 
export, will produce more than the coſt of 
the wool, will be gain to the national ſtock ; 
and the greater number of manufactures that 
are employed will be ſo much earned money 
to the country; the price of whoſe labour 
will, in a great meaſure, circulate among 
— and be a means of improving their 

lands. | | 
Ir manufacturers are riches to a country, 
how valuable muſt that manufacture be, that 
is 
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is capable of employing and ſubſiſting yearl 
one —. — 2 thouſand of the 
oor ? And how little valuable, in compari- 
fon thereto is that manufacture, that employs 
but four thouſand five hundred and fixty, 
and occaſions a much greater number to 
abandon the country for want of bread, or to 
be a burden to it for their maintenance? 
Such a manufacture ought to be conſidered 
as a nuiſance, the other as a great bleſſing. 
Every manufacturer in England and Ire- 
land is reckoned to be in himſelf a certain 
market to the product of the lands of at leaſt 
ten pounds per Annum for his maintenance, 
and of one pound per Annum, to the rents 
of the lands, for his lodging. Conſequently 
every manufacturer employed in Ireland is a 
gain of eleven pounds per Annum, to that 
kingdom, and every one that is driven out of 
that country, for want of employment, or 
obliged to be maintained by the pariſh, may 
be ſaid to be eleven pounds per Annum loſs 
to the kingdom; and this difference being 
taken out of the ſcale of wealth in our coun- 
try and thrown into that of an enemy, is well 
deſerving our conſideration. 
THEREFORE if encouragement to manu- 
facture Iriſh wools will keep up the price of 
the product of the lands of Ireland (as con- 
ſumption of all commodities neceſſarily 
cauſes the advance of prices) ; if it will bring 
home numberleſs manufacturers, who have 


found employment in other countries, and 5 
— R 


[ 349 ] 5 


able their poor to maintain themſelves, ho 
are now a charge to the ſeveral pariſhes they 
belong to; if it will encreaſe the employ- 
ment and ſubſiſtence of their poor; it muſt 
be the intereſt of Ireland to manufacture her 
own wools, prohibit the importation of Spa- 
niſh wools, and diſcountenance and prevent 
the running their raw wools to France ; 
which muſt ever be detrimental to the wool- 
len manufactures of both England and 
Ir this kind of union propoſed between 
England and Ireland, with reſpe& to a li- 
berty of exporting to England ſuch woollen 
Goods as Ireland ſhall manufacture, ſhould 
be agreeable to both kingdoms ; I am con- 
vinced no gentleman in Ireland will conſent 
to the running of raw wools to France. If 
he is able to procure but a nurſery of ſpin- 
ners upon his eſtate ; the produce of their la- 
bour — of all labour on wools the moſt 
ſparingly paid for) will keep up the price of 
the product of his lands, which will be much 
more advantageous to him than what he can 
poſſibly gain by permitting the wools that 
grow on his lands to be fold or ſent into 
France. 2 
Ix this union ſhould not be agreeable to 
both kingdoms, and that the people of Ire- 
land ſhall be obliged to wear (as they now 
are) what woollen goods they manufacture, we 
are of opinion, it has been fully ſhewed that it 
9  W 
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= as 
is not the intereſt of that kingdom to wear 
Spaniſh cloths, if manufactured in 3 
which muſt bring ſuch numbers of their 
to the pariſh for ſubſiſtence, or oblige 
to quit the country, for want of employ- 
ment, who might be ſubſiſted by their la- 
bour on Iriſh wools, without any charge to 
the landed intereſt. 

For, if ſuch of their poor as could not be 
amployed 3 in manufacturing their wools fully, 
were continued to be encouraged as they 

have been to ſpin their ſurplus wools for ex- 
to England, their poor might be 
em and ſubſiſted; Gnee it it is evident, 
by the price we have paid them for their 


ſpinning, that the labour of the comber and 
ſpinner is equal to the firſt coſt of the wool; 
and as England has taken for many years 


paſt very large quantities of their yarn, the 
poor 


of Ireland have earned many thouſands 


A ball of wool con- 
—_—_ and half of combed wool, 


penny; 
1 of yarn, is ſold from 

two ſhillings and three-pence, to three ſhillings 
ball, according to +477 orgies ſkains 
into which it is ſpun; 

I $HALL take the lowe 

valumion, If, therefore, g 
coſts 
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eoſts but rhirteen- pence half- penny, when 


ſpun into yarn, is ſold for two ſhillings and 
three-pence; it appears that the money earned 
by the comber and ſpinner is equal to the firſt 
coſt of the wool.Conſequently, if the poor 
of Ireland were employed to manufacture their 
furplus wools, no farther than through the 
hands of the combers and ſpinners, numbers 
might be maintained, and Ireland would be- 
come a nurſery for England, (but never can 
be ſo, while her poor are engroſſed by the 
high prices now given for the ſpinning of 
Spaniſh wools,) and the landed intereſt of 
Ireland would be conſiderable gainers by 
their poor being ſo far employed, fince it 
muſt greatly benefit a nation, to be ſaved 
from the charge of maintaining it's poor. 

Tart gentlemen of Ireland may imagine 
they receive their rents from their tenants ; 
but it is the conſumer that pays them both 
the price of their wools, and of the product 
of that lands, - 


 Ip- their artificers and manufacturers are 
obliged to quit the country, for want of 
employment, the conſumption of the pro- 
duct muſt be greatly leſſened; therefore all 
_ prudent ways ought to be tried, to keep thoſe 
at home, that are willing to work, and to in- 
duce them to return, who have been obliged 
to ſeek for ſubſiſtence abroad. 

EvegRyY Olle, who lives in that country, 
and wears the manufactures of Iriſh wools, 
ought to be conſidered for what he wears, 


cats 


| 
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eats and drinks, as a tenant to the lands, and 
a pay-maſter to the workmen. 


Ireland may keep in that country, and how 
many old ones they may prevail on to re- 
turn, by diſcouraging the running of their 
wools to France, encouraging the manufac- 


turing their own, and prohibiting the impor- 


tation of Spaniſh, I have endeavoured to 
ſhew; which is ſubmitted to the conſidera- 
tion of the gentlemen of that kingdom. 
I $HALL next confider the advantages 
England will have, by conſenting to the im- 
portation of ſuch woollen goods, as Ireland 
ſhall ſend us, under a duty at importation, to 
be drawn back only on exportation to for- 
Tux accounts that were publiſhed the year 
after the . Utrecht, of the great quan- 
tities of Iriſh wools, that were run out of 
Ireland, and imported, in one year, into 
France, ſo alarmed our manufa and 
landed gentlemen of England, that we have 
ever ſince endeavoured to make the moſt ef- 
fectual laws to prevent the exportation of the 
wools of that country; and are now at a 
great annual expence by the many ſhips ſta- 
tioned on the coaſts of Ireland for that pur- 
; but notwithſtanding have been unwil- 
ing to receive any propoſals, that have been 
offered to the conſideration of parliament, to 
revent- this evil, if ſuch propoſals had the 
ſeaſt tendency to a free liberty of — 


Ho many ſuch tenants the gentlemen of 
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of the woollen manufactured goods of that 
kingdom. e 

HoweEveR juſt our apprehenſions were 
forty years ago, there is not the leaſt room 
for them now; ſince Ireland does not pro- 
duce, at preſent, two thirds of the wools, 
that were ſuppoſed to be the growth of the 
country at that time. | mn | 

Tux decreaſe of their ſheep has been ow- 
ing, not only to the very great danger and 
difficulty the people of Ireland found in ſend- 
ing their wools to France, under the ſevere 
laws we made to prevent it, but to ſeveral 
acts of parliament, which have been made 
in that kingdom ſince the year 1714. 
| By the act to encourage tillage, every far- 
mer in Ireland is obliged to plough a certain 
number of acres, in eyery hundred, which 
he holds by leaſe. This obligation, together 
with the great difficulty and riſque in ſending 
their wools to France, obliged many people 
to plough up their paſture grounds, which 
leflened their ſheep throughout the kingdom; 
for they found a certain market for their 
corn, inſtead of an uncertain: one for their 
wool. n 
Tux ſeveral acts for encouraging the linen 
manufactures of that kingdom have been an- 
other cauſe of leſſening the growth of their 
wools : fince it is well known, that they have 
no more ſheep in the north of Ireland, where 
that manufacture is eſtabliſhed, than are ſuffi- 
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mw for the neceſſary ſubſiſtence of the 
. 

Tux xs conſiderations ſhould entirely re- 
move our former apprehenſions, and con- 
vince us, that they cannot have the quantity 
of wools, which they had before theſe acts 
of parliament were made. 

Wx ought to examine, what the wools of 
that country are at preſent, and what we 
have to fear if the wools, which their own 
people cannot conſume in apparel, were fully 
manufactured, and ex ported to us, and from 
hence re- exported to ſuch foreign countries, as 
we trade to. 

Wr are very certain, that we may grow 
leſs conſiderable in foreign markets, but can- 
not be more ſo, while the French continue to 

rocure the wools of Ireland; and ſince we 
have made fo many laws to prevent it, and 
that it is evident they have been ineffectual, 


we ſhould try other ways and means to = 
the evil we have ſo long complained of. 


For, fince by long experience we find, that 


the people of Ireland are not, by any laws, 


to be forced from this pernicious practice of 


ſelling their wools to France, and that neither 
puniſhments nor penalties can prevent it, I 
am clearly of opinion, our condition cannot 
be worſe than it is at preſent, if we permit 
them toſend us ſuch woollen goods; (under the 
reſtrictions, that have been mentioned, and ſuch 
other as ſhall be ſuggeſted, when we conſider 


the 


— 
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the objections that may be made againſt ſuch 
propoſal) as they ſhall manufacture, for ex- 

rtation, which will effectually put a ſtop to 
their ſending or ſelling wool to France; becauſe 


they will then find it more their own intereſt 


to prevent it, than it is now their intereſt to 
connive at and encourage it. 


Tre many creeks, and by-places on the 


coaſt of Ireland are ſo well known to the 
French, that their agents, notwithſtanding 
the many difficulties that attend it, will be 


always able to procure a loading of wool; - 


for, the farmer, whoſe lands lie contiguous 


to the ſea, will be as ready to ſell, as the 


French are to buy. But, theſe temptations 


will ceaſe, if the farmer finds that he can 


have a market near his own home for his 
wools, when ſpun only ; becauſe, the French 
can give no price for the ſmall quantity of 
wool, that he has to ſell, that can be equal 
to the advantage the farmer will have by it's 


being ſo far manufactured. 


AFTER the laſt declaration of war againſt 
Spain, the wools of Ireland ſold at a much 
higher price than they were ever known at 
before. When they exceed 10s. per ſtone 
of 16 pounds, our manufactures cannot af- 
ford to purchaſe them. But as the prohibit- 
Ing the importation of Spaniſh wools into 
Ireland, will occaſion a greater plenty of their 
ſpinning, we ſhall have more of their ſurplus 


wools, ſo far manufactured, and thereby leſ- 


ſen the quantity, they would otherwiſe 
Aa 2 fully 
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fully manufacture themſelves. We do not 
buy the Iriſh ſpinning for it's fineneſs,, (our 
own people ſpin much finer) but on account 
of it's nature and quality. 

IT is very uſeful to our weavers, in mixing 
with our own fpinning, and making ſeveral 
ſorts of goods for foreign markets; and on 
that/account only we buy it. But if we can- 
not take from them, in ſpinning, ſuch wools 
as they have more than are requiſite for the 
cloathing of their own people, we mult give 
them leave to export, fully manufactured, 
what they cannot conſume ; or, the French 
will certainly take from them their wools un- 
manufactured. They are not (as we are) 
limited by price ; for by the help of one pack 
of Iriſh wools, France manufactures two of 
her own, without which they are uſcleſs to 
her for foreign markets, notwithſtanding the 
wools ſhe procures from Germany, Portugal, 
Bar bary, and Turkey. — 

Tu wools of France are ſhort and coarſe; 
they are not (to ſpeak in a manufacturer's 
phraſe) ſo fine in the thread, or fo long in 
the ſtaple as thoſe of Ireland ; for which rea- 
ſon, France can ever give double the price 

"that we can afford for the wools of that coun- 
try; which I ſhall ſhew more fully hereafter. 
This proves, how dangerous an enemy we 
have to encounter, and-that nothing can pre- 
vent France from buying them, but making 
it the intereſt of Ireland to manufacture their 
wools; which engages me to think, that - 
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beſt law that can be made, to prevent France 
from procuring the wools of Ireland, will be, 
to permit the people of that country to fend 
their manufactured woollen goods to Eng- 
land, under a duty at importation, to be 
drawn back on exportation to foreign 
countries. 


I Have already ſhewn the quantity of 


wool, by eſtimation, that Ireland yearly pro- 
duces, and what value theſe wools may be 
manufactured into by their own people, up- 
on the importation of Spaniſh wool being 


prohibited. I ſhall now conſider what num- 


ber of people there are in that kingdom, 
what their own conſumption muſt be of the 
wools they may manufacture, what quantity 
of wool we have taken from them before the 


| 2 war, how much in woollen yarn, and 


ow much in worſted yarn, and to what va- 


lue the ſurplus wools of Ireland, if fully ma- 


nufactured, will amount. The exportation 
to England of this laſt article, is the whole 
we have to fear from the union propoſed, 
which I ſhall ſhew cannot be manufactured 


into ſuch a quantity of cloth, or other wool- 


len goods, as will prejudice England to re- 
ceive, for exportation. On the contrary, I 
am of opinion, the encouragement to manu- 
facture and export it, will be the means of 
encrealing and extending our commerce. 

Tur people of Ireland are computed at 
one million fix hundred ſixty- ſix thouſand. 
I ſhall ſuppoſe the one half of their people to 
be men and boys, and the other half women 
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and girls; and that every man and every boy 
in Ireland wears, or is the occaſion of con- 
ſuming, the value of 20s. of woollen goods 
yearly ; and that every woman and every girl 
wears, or is the occaſion of conſuming, 5 8. 
in woollen goods yearly. 
THEN, eight hundred thirty- 
three thouſand men and boys 
at 20's. per Annum, will con- 
ſume in Iriſh woollen goods . 833,000 
AnD eight hundred thirty-three 
© thouſand women and girls at 
358. per Annum 208,250 
THEREFORE, the amount of 
woollen goods, wore in appa- 
tel and conſumed in furniture 
of ſuch houſes as they inhabit, 
wilt be 5 1 1,041,250 
As the richer kind of people in 
Ireland are buried in woollens, 
according to aCt of parliament, - 
I ſhall allow for burials in wool- 
lens | | 20, ooo 


m — 
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| | L. 1,061,250 
Tux, if all the wools Ireland 
yearly produces were fully ma- 
nufactured, and that England 
took from them neither raw 
wools, worſted or woollen 
yarns, the value of the ſurplus 
wools fully manufactured would 
be | 378,755 


Total Z,1,440,000 
I FIND 
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I FIND we imported from Ireland from 
March 25, 1743, to March 25, 1744, 


In raw wools great ſtones 19,993 
In worſted yarn 658, 622 
In woollen yarn 5 15,224 


ſtones 103, 839 


Ir we take yearly the ſame quantity of 
unmanufactured wools, worſted and woollen 
yarns, that we have done laſt year, which I 
ſhall compute only at one hundred thouſand 
great ſtones, we ſhall prevent their fully ma- 
nufacturing as much of the wools of Ireland 
as I have computed when fully manufactured 
by themſelves, would amount to l. 300,000 


THEREFORE, admitting there is no objec- 
tion to the value in woollen goods, which I 
have computed to be the yearly conſump- 


tion of the people of Ireland, not only in ap- 
parel, but in bedding, houſe furniture, and 


burials, all the woollen goods Ireland can fully 
manufacture for exportation will amount to 
no more than I. 78,7 50 


Ix order to remove the apprehenſions that 
may ariſe in our clothiers and manufac- 
turers, that this value in Iriſh woollen goods, 
if exported to England for re- exportation to 
foreign countries, may hurt the ſale of our 
own manufactures abroad ; I ſhall conſider, 
what value in woollen goods France will be 


prevented from vending at foreign markets 
Aa 4 which 


= 


[ 360] 


which ſhe now ſupplies, by procuring the 
ſurplus wools of Ireland, that may be manu- 
factured into that ſum. 2 
I sHALL ſuppoſe, that France has been 
able to procure yearly no more Iriſh wools 
than, when fully manufactured, I have com- 
puted would produce this ſeventy-eight thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty pounds, which 
I calculate at ſeventeen hundred and fifty 
packs of two hundred forty pounds weight 
each. | 5 

I SHALL likewiſe ſuppoſe, that what 
France purchaſes are the beſt Iriſh wools, for 
which ſhe pays 16s. the great ſtone, (at 
which price the fine wools of that country 
were ſold in 1744) and that all riſks, ha- 
zards, inſurances and freights being account- 
ed for, thoſe wools, when landed in France, 
coſt the manufacturer 20 s. per ſtone. 

By the beſt information obtained in 
France, we learn that their people manu- 
facture two packs of their own wools by the 
help of one pack of Iriſh. I ſhall, therefore, 
ſuppoſe their own wools worth 5 s. the great 
ſtone, and when mixed with Iriſh wools at 
20s. the ſtone, that the manufacturer in 
France has three packs of wools at 10 s. the 
ſtone medium price. 


I Have 
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I HAvE computed that the ſurplus 

wWoyols of Ireland, which France 

now procures, are ſeventeen hun- 

, dred fifty packs, which make in 

great ſtones of ſixteen pound to 
the ſtone ſtones 26,250 


To which I ſhall add double that 
8 of French wools, which 
the manufacturers of France work 
up by the help of this quantity of 


Iriſh - 52,500 


Total ſtones 78,7 50 


THEREFORE, the French manufacturers, 
by the help of twenty- ſix thouſand two 
hundred and fifty ſtones of Iriſh wools, have 
ſeventy-eight - thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty ſtones of wools proper for ſuch manu- 
factures as we carry on; which wools, on an 
average, will coſt them only 10 8. per ſtone. 
Then ſeventy- eight thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fifty ſtones, at 10 s. per ſtone, coſt the 
manufacturer in France L. 39,375 


AND when fully manufactured for ſale, al- 
lowing for labour, as I have done on the like 
value of wools manufactured in England, the 
amount will be L. 196,875 


Ir theſe calculations are near the mark, it plain- 
ly appears, that we have nothing to fear from 


giving 
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giving Ireland a liberty of exporting to Eng- 
land ſuch manufactured woollen goods, as 
her own people cannot conſume ; fince by 
encouraging Ireland, we ſhall prevent France 
from procuring her wools, who thereby is 
enabled to ſupply the foreign markets with 
goods of her own manufacture, to the value 


of ET - I. 196,875 


Ir France can ſend to foreign markets 
ſuch conſiderable quantities of woollen goods, 
by procuring ſeventeen hundred and fifty 
packs of Iriſh wools, of what conſequence 
ought thoſe wools to be to England! And 
fince we know' that ſuch a quantity, and a 
much greater, may be ſent yearly out of 
England, we ſhould endeavour to prevent 
the running of it from England, as well as 
Ireland ; which I am far from thinking an 
 impoſiible ſcheme. 1 

Ir the preventing the running of this 
quantity of Iriſh wools will enable us to ſend 
to foreign markets as much woollen goods 
as will, when manufactured, be worth one 
hundred ninety- ſix thouſand eight hundred 
and ſeventy-five pounds more than we now 
export.; I am humbly of opinion, we ought 
to make a new experiment, and conſent to 
the people of Ireland's ſending their manu- 
factured woollen goods to England; for we 
may be certain of manufacturing and vend- 
ing more cloth, and other woollen goods, as 
the French are deprived of the r of 

1 


[ 363 ] 


ſupplying the foreign demands. And as all 
the goods that the ſurplus wools of Ireland 
can be manufactured into, will not amount 
to one half of what France will be prevented 
from ſupplying, we muſt furniſh the reſt 
from our own manufactures. - And if France 
has been able to procure a larger quantity of 


Iriſh wools, yearly, than I have ſuppoſed, 


we ſhall be able to manufacture ſo much 
the greater quantity for foreign markets, as 
ſhe is obliged to manufacture the leſs. 

Wr have nothing to fear- from any en- 
couragement we give Ireland to manufacture, 
if we can prevent the French from procuring 
the wools of that country; for when the 
plague raged at Marſeilles, the demands for 
woollen goods from foreign countries were 10 
large, that the wools of both England and 
Ireland were inſufficient to ſupply them; 
which plainly ſhewed how largely France 
had been concerned in the markets abroad, 
and what a quantity of her own coarſe wools 
ſhe 'muſt have worked up, by the help and 
aſſiſtance of the wools of that kingdom. 

Tu camblets of Ireland are goods the 
Portugueſe have bcen a long time accuſtomed 
to wear, and that they will have, and do 
procure theſe goods from Ireland, appears 
from the ſhips we have taken, Ry 
with ſuch goods to Portugal; and the 


Iriſh will continue that trade, notwithſtand- 


ing our guard-ſhips, -and the encouragement 
our commanders of men of war have to 
ſearch, 
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ſearch, unleſs we make it their own intereſt 
to diſcourage it. All that our manufacturers 
have been able to do, has not been ſuffici- 
ent to prevail with Portugal to approve of 
the camblets we make. I am convinced the 
conſumption of that article would be greatly 
encreaſed there, if the people of Ireland 
were permitted to export thoſe camblets to 
us, under a duty at i nportation, to be drawn 
back on exportation from England; their 
profit would be more certain than it can be 
at preſent, and it would put a ſtop to all 
attempts to run ſuch goods for the future, 
and be a great encouragement to their work- 
ing up more of their ſurplus wools, and 
conſequently of leſſening the temptation of 
ſelling them to France, Our merchants 
would have a commiſſion on receiving and 
forwarding, perhaps on ſales; our packers 
would have the benefit of repacking, and 
our ſhips of carrying. 44.6 5 I 

Ir it be objected, that the exportation of 
ſuch other woollen goods as Ireland may 
ſend us will interfere with the exportation of 
our own; I am of opinion it cannot. For 
if France be prevented from procuring the 
' wools of Ireland, there will be a demand 
in foreign markets, not only for the ſame 
quantity of woollen goods which we now 
ſapply, but for as much more as France 
did formerly ſupply ; and we ſhall ſell not 
only to the amount of what I have com- 


puted the ſurplus wools of Ireland may be 
| | | manu- 
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manufactured into, but alſo near double that 
value, which France would have been able 
to ſell of her own manufactured wools, by 
the help of the ſurplus wools of that. king- 
dom. | 

Ir it be objected, that when the duties 
laid on the Iriſh woollen goods at importa- 
tion are drawn back on the exportation from 
England, that the Iriſh woollen goods-can 
be ſold cheaper in foreign markets, than 
goods of the ſame kind manufactured in 
England, by reaſon of the cheapneſs of pro- 
viſions, and low price of labour in Ireland; 
I anſwer, That'we ſhall have in our own 
hands a remedy, when it is convenient to 
uſe it, by permitting ſuch goods to draw back 
only a part of the duties paid at importation, 
as we find can be ſold cheaper in foreign mar- 
kets, By which we ſhall bring the value of 
ſuch Iriſh wcollen goods upon à par with our 
own, on exportation from England; ſo that 
there will be no temptation to the buyers 
for exportation to take the one before the 
other. 

Bur as the great end aimed at by Great 
Britain ſhould be to fell woollen manufac- 
| tures full as cheap to foreign nations as 

France or any other country can do; and if 

England cannot do this, ſhe ought (till ſhe 

ſhall be capable ſo to do, by the means 
which run through theſe papers) ſome how 

to make uſe of Ireland to effect that great 

end, Now, as the drawing back only a 

| | 4 part 
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part of ſuch duty as ſhould be laid upon 
the Iriſh manufactures imported into Eng- 


land might not render the woollen goods of 


Ireland cheap enough to underſell France, 
this expedient will not anſwer the eſſential 
point England onght to have in view; and 
therefore, if it ſhould be judged conſiſtent. 
with the intereſt of England to admit of the 
importation of the Iriſh woollen goods, it 
might be more eligible that Ireland ſhould 
allow a parliamentary equivalent to England 
annually for ſuch privilege; which would 
not fall upon the woollen manufaQtures of 
Ireland fo as to make their price be ſo dear 
as thoſe of England; and that this annual 

liamentary allowance given by Ireland to 
England ſhould be appropriated as a bounty 
to the Engliſh woollen manufacturers, to 
enable them to ſell as cheap as the Iriſh 
could ; whereby both of them might be upon 
a level to underſel the French and others. 
But this incumbrance upon Ireland might, 
upon a * union of the two kingdoms, 
be taken off, when England ſhould be capable 


of ſelling her commodities in general as 
cheap as Ireland, or any other country can 


do: and how this may be happily accom- 


pliſhed, we humbly hope will ſatisfactorily 


appear throughout the courſe of our writ- 
ings, when impartially weighed, and con- 
ſidered upon thoſe national principles, we 
have endeavoured, to the beſt of our judg- 


Ir 


1 

Ir it be objected, that the people of Ire- 
land will increaſe their ſheep, when they 
have liberty to export what they manufac- 
ture, and that they may ſend us too great a 
quantity of their woollen goods for re- 
exportation; I anſwer, That it muſt be ſome 
years before they can effect it; and if they 
ſhould ſo encreaſe their ſheep, as to be able 
to export double the quantity, that I have 
computed their preſent ſurplus wools may 
be manufactured into for exportation, that 
quantity will not exceed what France now 
ſells, by the help of the ſurplus wools of that 
country ; therefore we muſt continue to ſell 
the ſame quantity we now ſend abroad. 

AGAIN, if it be objected, that ſhould the 
people of Ireland have liberty to export what 
they manufacture, they will fell us no more 
of their wools, or woollen or worſted yarn ; 
and that inſtead of their having but ſeventy- 
eight thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty 
pounds value to export, they will export the 
whole value that I have computed their ſur- 
plus wools might be manufactured into, I 
am of opinion we have little to fear from 
this objection ; for there will be always in 
England and Ireland as many people on the 
trade of buying the wools and yarns (for 
which we pay ready money) as there will 
be parchaſers of their wools, fully manufac- 
tured, which, if ſent here to be ſold for 


exportation, muſt be on long credit; and if 
lent abroad on their own accounts, will be 


ſubject 
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ſubject to uncertain ſales, and as uncertain 
paymeſits. Beſides, if there ſhould be occa- 
ſion, their wools may be made cheaper to 
us, and their woollen goods loaded with a 
duty at exportation from Ireland to England. 
But this would defeat the point of cheapneſs, 
to enable us to compete with foreign ri- 
vals. "PORE 
IRELAND pays for a licence (together with 
fees) to the lord lieutenant of Ireland, for 
every thouſand great ſtones of wool exported 
to England, about twenty-three pounds. If 
the Iriſh wools were exported to us, free of 
this charge, our manufacturers might pur- 
chaſe the wools of Ireland at all times near 
five per cent. cheaper than they now can, or 
hitherto have done ; and in lieu of this in- 
come, which belongs to the lord heutenant 
of Ireland, the parliament of that kingdom 
may fix a duty on all woollen goods, fully 
manufactured, on exportation to England, 
or rather find ſome other way to ſupply its 
ce, 

Tx1s would in ſome meaſure prevent their 
ſending us too much of their wools, fully ma- 
nufactured, and enable us to purchaſe more 
of their raw wools. 31 | 
. New experiments muſt be made; the 
people of Ireland muſt find a market for 
their ſurplus wools, manufactured or unma- 
nufactured, or we cannot effectually diſtrels 
France, enlarge. our foreign woollen trade, 
or indeed be certain of ſupplying oem 
1 | | elves. 
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ſelves with ſuch goods as we now manufac- 
ture. I will admit, that from the cheapneſs 
of proviſions, and low price of labour in Ire- 
land, their poor are able to work cheaper 
than ours. They are not in Ireland bound 
by any parliamentary laws to provide for, and 
maintain for life, reduced and decayed houſe- 
keepers, and diſabled and ſuperanuated ſer- 
vants, as the people of England are, which 
obliges their poor to work for leſs prices than 
ours. But if we have a parliamentary equiva- 
lent from Ireland, which will enable Eng- 
land, as has been obſerved, to ſell their 
goods as cheap as the Iriſh can, this will diſ- 
ſipate all our apprehenſions of that kind. 
Wuar we ſuffer Ireland to gain by the 
export of her woollen manufactured goods 
from England, can be no loſs to us; in many 
inſtances we ſhall be gainers; by encouraging 
them to manufacture their wools, they will 
find it their own intereſt to ſell none of them 
to France, by which we ſhall be tempted to 
manufacture the more of our w]... 

By prohibiting the importation of Spaniſh 
wools into Ireland, their manufacturers will 
be obliged to work up more of their own 
wools, and the people to wear more of their 
own manufactures; by which we ſhall have 
the leſs to fear from what they may be able 
to export. * | * 

By leſſening the number of their fine 
ſpinners, we ſhall encreaſe the ſpinning of 
luch worſted and woollen yarn, as we want 
Vox. I, Bb and 
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[ 570] 
and take from them; which are fo uſeful 
and nect in our manufacturing ſeveral 
kinds of cbarſe goods, for our conſumption, 
as well as exportation. 
By allowing mem to export their woollen 
goods to Great Britain, manufactories will 
be eſtabliſhed” in ſeveral counties in Ireland; 
their nobility and - gentry will have ſuch ad- 
vantages by the ſettlement of workmen on 
their eſtates, that they will find it their 
on intereſt to diſcourage the running of 
wools,” and to forbid their tenants to be 
aiding and aſſiſting. By making Ireland a 
nurſery of ſpinners for England, we hall 
have-plenty of their ſpinning ; and by mak- 
ing England a magazine for . Iriſh woollen 
goods, fully manufactured, our merchants 
will have a commiſſion on reception and 
forwarding, our dyers a profit on ſuch white 
goods as they ſhall ſend us; our preſſers the 
| benefit of packing, and our ſhipping of bet- 
= - ter- employment. 'By a good underſtanding 
_ .. between England and Ireland, our manufac- 
tures will be brought into greater eſteem 
abroad ;' we then ſhall have nothing to feat 
from the low price of labour in France, with 
reſpect to coarſe goods, which has obliged us 
for · years paſt to manufacture ſuch goods 35 
would ſell, although they brought diſcredit 
to our country. | 
By our woollen goods being demanded 
abroad, in proportion as France is unable to 
ſupply foreign markets, our landed r 
ba 1 W 
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will find their rents better paid, and their lands 
let at higher value. The encreaſe of our woollen 
manufactures will keep up the price of the 
product of the lands; as demand for goods 
not only employs our poor, but cauſes the 
advance of the price. The product of the 
lands of England is a conſiderable part of 
every manufacture: our rents are but the 
value paid for the product of the lands; 
therefore all the itional labour we en- 
courage, which pays to the product of 
the lands, is ſo much added to the ren 
of the kingdom. | | 

By preventing France from procuring the 
raw wools of Ireland, we ſhall not only un- 
derſell her, but ſpeedily put it out of her 
power to anſwer the demands of thoſe foreign 
countries, which ſhe has for many years paſt 
been able to ſupply. | 

By permitting Ireland, under proper re- 
ſtrictions, till a perfect union ſhould take 
place, to export ſuch goods as ſhe may ma- 
nufacture of her own wools, the gentlemen 
of that kingdom may be prevailed on to 
wear no Spaniſh cloths, but ſuch as we ma- 
nufacture in England. The advantage of 
which I ſhall ſhew. di We: 

We have already computed that the Spa- 
niſh wools Ireland imported, from 1743 to 
1744, might be manufactured into two 
thouſand two hundred and eighty pieces of 
cloth; which, ſuppoſing each cloth twenty- 
ix yards, would be fifty-feven thouſand 
8 N yards. 
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ds. I find, that from the 25th of 
arch, 1743, to the 25th of March, 1744, 
e importations of Spaniſh cloths into Ire- 
land were twenty thouſand nine hundred 
eighty- one yards and one quarter; there- 
fore the yearly conſumption of Spaniſh 
eloths in Ireland, ſeems to me to be ſeventy- 
ſeven thouſand nine hundred eighty-one 
yards one quarter. We cannot prevent 
France from ſupplying foreign countries 
with their Spaniſh cloths; by their ſitua- 
tion they always will have the Spaniſh wools 
cheaper than we can, and the low price of 
labour, and cheapneſs of proviſions, in thoſe 
provinces of France where Spaniſh cloths are 
manufactured, will ever enable them to vie 
with, if not underſell us in that manufac- 
ture. Their colours are as good as ours, 
and their wools, in this reſpect, as fine. 
But we have advantages peculiar to this na- 
tion, which they cannot take from us. Their 
cloths want the firmneſs in their texture and 
milling, that our cloths have, without which 
they never can dreſs them as we do; and if 
a ſmall encouragement by bounty on exporta- 
tion, was given by parliament on ſuch Spaniſh 
_ cloths as we export to the Levant only, I 
am humbly of opinion we ſhould wholly 
ſupply both the Turks and the Perſians, 
eſpecially if, to this end, we make the pro- 
per uſe of Ireland. | | 
THEREFORE, ſince we have ſo powerful 
a rival as France in our Spaniſh wool manu- 
| pre” Factures 
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faftures, which of all our mans fuctures de- 
ſerves our greateſt attention, we ſhould en- 
deavour, by all prudent ways, to encourage 
and ſupport it at home. Our filken manu- 
factures greatly depend on it. A bale of 
Spaniſh cloths amounts to a large ſum of 
money 8 is a means of in- 
creaſing our balances againſt thoſe countries, 
from which we receive a balance by our 
commerce; and on the other hand, of pre- 
venting a balance being too heavy againſt 
us with thoſe countries, which by our large 
imports may have a balance againſt us. | 

By the modern dreſs of our nobility, gen- 
try, and 'merchants, this manufacture appears 
daily decreaſing among ourſelves. I am con- 
vinced that the new- faſhion goods we wear 
have leſſened our conſumption of Spaniſh 
cloths two-fifths of what it was a few years 
ago. If we ſuffer this manufacture to de- 
cay, the French and Dutch will ſor procure 
the bandit we employ ; our poor muſt quit the 
country, or come to the lands for a mainte- 
nance ; ſince it is well known, that a wo- 
man, who has ſpent the beſt of her days in 
ſpinning fine wools, cannot bring her fingers 
to make good work by ſpinning of coarſe. 
have already ſhewn, that if we conſent to 
the people of Ireland's exporting their ſur- 
plus wools, fully manufactured, the value of 
them cannot exceed ſeventy-eight thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty pounds. And 
though we may think it our intereſt that no 

Bb 3 - Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh cloths ſhould be manufactured but 
in England, and to prohibit the importation 
of Spaniſh wools into Ireland; yet I am of 
opinion, the gentlemen of Ireland would 
Wear but little of our Spaniſh cloths, if we 
prevented their manufacturing (though it is 
demonſtrably their own intereſt). without 
giving them, in lieu thereof, a liberty of ex- 
ing ſuch woollen goods as they could 
manufacture of their own wools. 
Tus conſumption of Spaniſh cloths in 
that country in 1744, appears to be ſeventy- 
ſeven thouſand nine hundred eighty-one 
yards; and we may expect they will yearly 
conſume an equal quantity ; which, at fix- 
teen ſhillings per yard, will amount to 
62385]. OR | | 
THEREFORE, if they wear no Spaniſh 
cloths but what England ſhall manufacture, 
and we agree to their exportation of ſuch 
woollen goods as they may manufacture - 
more than are requiſite for their-own con- 
ſumption, the balance we ſhould yearly pay 
them would be but a trifle, if they took no 
woollen goods from us but Spaniſh cloths; 
whereas.we do now, and always may, de- 
pend on ſupplying them, yearly, with a 
new-faſhion woollen goods, that are worn 
here ; lance all dependent kingdoms take their 
faſhions from the place where the court re- 
ſides. We have had no reaſon to repent of 
the encouragement we haye given to on 
: inen 
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linen manufactures; it has greatly enriched. 
that country, which has been thereby. more 
improved within theſe forty years paſt, than 
in one hundred before. We take from them 
in linens fre Pits = thouſand pounds per 
annum, , beſides what they ſend directly to 
our plantations, and other countries; where 
as, according to Dr. Davenant's report, in 
the year 1713, their whole exports of linen 
were computed at only eighty thouſand 
pounds. We continue to favour their linens ; 
and fince we contribute ſo largely to ſupport 
and encourage that manufacture, they ought 
in gratitude to ſupport (as far. as in their 
power lies) a manufacture that is of as great 
| conſequence to England, as the linens are to 
that kingdom. 8 
| THreREFoRE I am humbly of opinion, 
that a union between England and Ireland, 
with reſpe& to their woollen manufactures, 
muſt be advantageous to both kingdoms; 
and will be the means of effectually prevent- 
ing France from procuring the wools of that 
country. | oY 
To induce England to think maturely on 
a mattey of this high conſequence to her in- 
tereſts, I would beg leave to mention two 
articles only, which might not produce leſs 
advantage to the kingdom than four or five 
hundred thouſand pounds a year; wherein 
Ireland might immediately be made uſeful 
to rival the French in the woollen trade; 
EIS” | Bb 4 and 
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and "rhilp "ate; "firſt; the" article of ' lack 
a Winch the Freiich! ſend in abun- 
tupal; [; the othet is in that of Turky 

ich the French underſel! Eng- 
Ind in! gad dye never can retrieve theſe. 
trades till we ſhall be able to {ll equally 
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England has ſcarce ever exerciſed her 
power in ca affairs but ſhe has ſuf- 
Led for it, it behoves the wiſdom of the na- 
tion to think ſeriouſly of every faux pas that 
ſhe has made, in order to rectify the ſame, 
upon ſolid principles 1 and per- 
manently intereſting to both kingdoms. - 
Tus is demonſtrable in to v ca 
ery pu 
1, By the act to prohibit Iriſh cattle. . 
NP B the deſtruction of the woollen. ma- 
nufaRture of that kingdom. | 


1 


WIr relation to the former we 8 


ſpoken, in the preceding diſcourſes ; to which, 


we apprehend, it needleſs to urge more, and 


eſpecially fo, fince' it is no- W ala 
ed deſtructive. 1939 

Tux effects of the ſecond allo * hee 
too long experienced, and therefore requires 
gage redreſs, if we reſolve to enable our 


ſelves 
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1378 
ſelves to maintain a competition in trade with 
our moſt formidable enemies. 

"AFTER," enfions that” the value of 
cur Jands-ſhould be leſſened by the improve- 
ment of Ireland, had — — the deſtruc- 
tive prohibition of Iriſh cattle ; the people of 
that country | _ neceſſitated; to find out 
ſome other employment for their lands, turn- 
ed their thoughts to the breeding of ſheep, 
ànd raiſed a th of wool; in order, as it 
were, to avail themſelves thereof, as a com- 
penſation for the loſs they ſuſtained — No 
fooner was this effected, but a prohibition en- 
fued on our part to t the manufactures 
made in Ireland of that wool. This prohi- 
bition on the Iriſh has tended to the ruin of 
the woollen trade of Britain, and raiſed that 
af Franc; for unleſs, as has been ſhewn, 
the; Iriſh: ſhall, in ſome ſhape or other be 
fuffered to work up 8 own 5 and ex- 

their own wollen goods, they will con- 
— to ſell their raw wool to the belt bid- 
der, which is ta France; the injurious con- 
ſequences thereof: to our woollen trade has 
been proved; and been ſhe wn to be far more 
detrimental and deſtructive to Britain, than 
the opening the exports of woollen goods 
2 — be: and France, 45 leſ- 
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[ 379 ] | 
thereby France has long become the chief 
market for woollen goods to moſt parts of 
Europe, having, by theſe means, raiſed for 
rtation an immenſe cheap faleable ma- 
nufacture, which their own wool alone could 
never have effected. As the woollen trade 
of France has encreaſed, that of Britain has 
declined; and though theſe are ſtill encreaſ- 
ing therein, even in times of war, by virtue 
of their numerous neutral carriers, and Eng- 
land is more and more declining in this their 
great ſtaple commodity ; yet ſtill this fear, 
or rather infatuation, in regard to the va- 
lue of our lands, makes us perſiſt in a 
hibition that not only injures the Iriſh, and 
tuins ourſelves, but enriches and aggrandiſes 
the French : for as the caſe at preſent ſtands, 
either Ireland or France muſt have the wool- 
len manufactures, unleſs Britain will reſolve 
to take the effectual meaſures to enable her 
to fell as cheap as France can do; for by 
reaſon. of our heavy and encreaſing taxes and 
monopolies that make labour dear, England 
cannot be capable of keeping the trade. 
: Taz Iriſh export clandeſtinely ſome cam- 
blets to Liſbon, and underſell the French. 
Should not this convince the Engliſh, that, 
they may make uſe of the Iriſh to recover the 
woollen trade out of their hands, till they 
ſhall be able to do it themſelves in concert 
with Ireland ? And ſhall we complement the 
French with ſo eſtimable a branch of our 
| com- 
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commerce that we deny to our own ſubjects? 
Eſpecially ſo, when one third at leaſt, of what 
Ireland fhall gain will center at length in 
2 And ſhall we refuſe the Iriſh ſuch 
„which they might wreſt out of the 
— of enemies? | 
Wr ſuffered alſo in a third inftance, by 
our reſtraints on Ireland, which was in the 

Hibition of importing certain commodities 
directly from the plantations to Ireland, with- 
out touching firſt upon England. 

+ DuzinG this law, the price of theſe com- 
modities, as pitch, and tar, &c. were fo 
raiſed by ſuch difficulty, that Ireland paid 
above 100,000 l. per Annum, to foreign na- 
tions, ſor what they might have had, and 
now have from our own, fince this prohibi- 
tion has been taken off, after the nation had 
laboured under that reſtriction half a cen- 

Tux conſequences of the deſtruction of 
the woollen trade in Ireland were: 1. The 
expulſion of 20, ooo manufacturers at once 
from that country. 2. Their retreat into 
foreign countries. 3. The eſtabliſhment 
thereupon of the woollen 8 — in al- 
moſt all parts of Europe. 4. The exporta- 
tion of Engliſh and Irith 1 5. The gra- 
dual and notorious decay of the woollen trade 
from that tim. 

F Rom theſe notorious r we 


md — that the decay of our — 
trade 
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trade does not ariſe from the exportation of 

Iriſh wool. That were to make an effect a 

cauſe. | 
Too aſcribe the misfortune of the retreat 

of manufacturers from Ireland, and the eſta- 
bliſhment of foreign manufactures, as a cauſe, 
would be equally wrong likewiſe : theſe 
being but natural effects of one and the ſame. 

deſtructive cauſe, and proceeding from a 

vain and groundleſs expectation in England 

to engroſs the whole woollen manufacture to 
themſelves, from Ireland, who ſhould have 

ſhared the ſame with them upon ſuch prin- 

ciples of policy, as would have tended to the 

mutual intereft of both, and have prevented 

thoſe fatal conſequences, which we have too 

long experienced ; and that for want of this 
matter being put in ſuch a national point of 
view as to induce men in power to pay a due 
regard to It. . 

Tux argument which proves that any one 
branch of trade ſhould be confined to any one 
part of theſe dominions, excluſive of the reſt, 
properly circumſtanced to carry the fame on 
againſt rival nations to the beſt advantage, ex- 
clufiveof the reſt, will tend to prove, that even 
that part ſhall be again divided to the pre- 
judice of a part of itſelf: thus, if Great 
Britain argues, that Ireland ſhould have no 
trade in wool, the reſt of Great Britain 
may argue that Yorkſhire ought to be ex- 
cluded tod: and thus we may argue down 
the manufacture, by a parity of reaſoning, 

i into 


n nn 
6 * 
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. Into. one county, and thence into one town, 


nay, even into one houſe in that town, and 
to one manufacturer in that houſe: An ar- 
| t certainly, which proves that the wool- 
len manufacture of Great Britain would be 
moſt advantageous when there was but one 
man employed in it, will hardly be allowed 
a, one; ſuch proving too much, proves 
it's. abfurdity. 

Lear us open our minds, upon an oc- 
caſion of ſuch high concernment - to the 


national N let us think in a more 


generous manner than we have hitherto done: 
let us think that our brethren of Ireland have 


an equal right to liberty, and to all the ad- 


vantages of human nature with outſelves, 
when it is apparent that the kingdoms inter- 
eſt requires it: let us credit this important 
truth; that nations are only powerful, in 
proportion as they ſhall be wiſely united and 
cemented in intereſts : and let us underſtand, 
that no people can be thus united, where 
equal liberty,” and equal advantages, are not 
permitted upon the prigciples of ſound natio- 


* policy. 


Kix ponts may admit of monopolies as 
well as private companies; and the moſt hor- 
rid monopoly of all is, where, in a kingdom 
compoſed of many different ſtates, one ſtate 
is ſuffered to aſſume, or engroſs any particu- 
Fo advantage, to the excluſion of the relt ; 
when ſuch excluſion gives the foreign 1 
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vil and enemy the advantage over all of 


them. | 348: | 
SUucy monopolies are not found in ab- 
ſolute monarchies, even in the ' worſt of 
governments: but : abſolute monarchies are 


the only governments in which they may 


be ſuffered. They cannot be maintained 


without force ; and force may be allowed 


in abſolute governments; becauſe no liber- 
ty can be loſt : but where liberty can be 
loſt, force cannot be admitted, but it will be- 
| loft. The liberty, therefore, of Great Bri- 
tain, as things are now circumſtanced, de- 
pends in a great meaſure upon the freedom 
bn ite IIs as we have ſhewn. 
And, 

Tux commerce of that kingdom has been 
proved to depend upon their reaſonable li- 
berty in trade: what then ſhould give. us 
cauſe to heſitate a moment in regard to their 
proper union with England at this time, 
when the moſt ſolid union is fo eſſential to 
the well-being of both? Give them a due te- 
preſentative power; make them the ſame peo- 
ple with: the ſame conſtitution muſt take 
away all objection, if there ſhould be any 
now? Is it the fear of being underſold by 
them, that prevents this great deſign? Whoſe 
fear can this be ? It cannot be the fear of the 
public, for it is well known, that every 
thing gained by Ireland centers in Britain at 
laſt. It cannot be the fear of the public, = 
84. 1 ker cauſe, 


1 


cabſe] as has been ſhewu, nothing but the 


due encouragement of their trade in con- 
cert with that of: England; can ſave the 
Whole national commerce. It muſt be 

then the fear of private men: of what pri- 
vate men? Thoſe whoſe eſtates ariſe from 
Wool: thoſe, who manufacture wool? They 


imagine their eſtate muſt fall upon ſuch a 
chan ans | re - 


Bor their eſtates are now raiſed too high 
te ſuffer any commerce to thtive, or to con- 
tinue in our favour, and their labour is too 
dear. This is the preſent caſe of England: 
and 1 have proved, how England may re- 
medy this, without ſuſtaining any diſadvan- 
tage, and ſell her commodities as cheap as Ire- 
or France, or any other nation in the 
Wordt 8 

I England will have commerce, they 
moſt cultivate more and more land; which 
will fall their eſtates and their labour to lower 
rates.: if they will ſuffer no commerce, their 
eſtates will produce them nothing Their la- 
bout will not be wanted. Which is then 
able? That their eſtates ſhould lower 


reaſoned on; or that they ſhould produce 
them nothing? That their labour ſhould fall 
in price, or that they ſhould never labour? 
They are likely to ruin their eſtates, and their 
arts and labours, by raiſing their nominal, or 
imaginary value. They can fave them only 
by reducing them from thoſe maxims of — 

cy, 


their value, from the principles I have 
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licy, which we have endeavoured to re- 
commend and enforce. Had England no 
other cauſe to apprehend the ruin where with 
ſhe is threatened, her commerte itſelf, which 
might prove her everlaſting ſalvation, muſt, 
as it is circumſtanced, prove her everlaſting 
ruin. She has both fettered and incumbered 
herſelf with too much. precipitation; and 
there is a ne plus ultra in all nature. 

Txr1s truth is more evident in trade, than 
in any other thing. For that the low price 
of commodities and labour, which is the 
foundation of it, is changed into the very con- 
trary, by it's continuance. 

Perry ſtates may, therefore, ſoon 40 

gorged by beneficial traffic, and as ſoon be 
ruined by it. Great countries have this ad- 
vantage: as they riſe ſlower, ſo they fall la- 
ter. But England, in the management of 
her commerce, has loſt this advantage, which 
was natural to her; by confining commerce 
too much to herſelf, independant of her other 
dominions, ſhe is, in effect to be conſidered, 
as a petty ſtate: and like ſuch will be quick- 
ly ruined, if ſhe does not adopt other prin- 
ciples of policy than ſhe has done. 

To have avoided this impending ruin, 
England. ſhould have admitted Ireland to 
have ſhared more of the profits in trade with 
her than ſhe has | ſuffered : and to recover 
this error in her political ſyſtem, ſhe muſt 
act upon the ſame hs: ſhe is bloated 
with debts and taxes, with paper credit and 
+ Rh Cc, +* por 
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pages circulation; and ſhe muſt ſabmit to 
+ reduce herſelf in theſe imaginary treaſures and 
real evils; if ſhe does not, ſhe will be more 
ſeverely reduced by other means. 
Lr the intereſts of private men, there- 


fore, no longer blind the public. But theſe 


- are not the intereſts of private men ; they are 
falſe principles, which the ſelfiſhneſs of the 
times render favourable to. the majority. Is 
it the intereſt of private men to neglect a cer- 
tain: profit, for imaginary gain? For gain im- 
poſſible? For gain, if poſſible, yet natio- 
deſtructive? A nation circumſtanced 


ke Britain, has been ſufficiently proved to 


be incapable of engroſſing commerce to the 
excluſion of it's other dependent ſtates: but 


it's other nt ſtates having a due ſhare 
of it, upon a right foundation of united po- 


* licy, may for ever preſerve the whole. 


A PARTIAL and monopolizing commerce 
by any branch of the ſtate, will always, in 
the end, prove deſtructive to the whole: 
but to admit Ireland to a reaſonable freedom 


- in the Britiſh commerce, muſt be certain 


gain, which other rival nations will other- 


_- wiſe eternally ſupplant Britain in: For Ire- 


land would gain by a freedom of trade; and 
what Ireland gains England could not loſe. 


Ah, but this muſt come out of ſome branch 


of our 'own manufactures ! As, ſuppoſe, their 
gain on the woollen manufactures: thi 
gain, ſay we; will come out of our woollen 

manufactures, N | 
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Lr it be conſidered, whether we can 
keep our manufactures as we are! If we can 
—Why ſo much noife and clamour u 
the fubje&t ? Why ſuch univerſal complaints 
amongſt our manufacturers? Application to 
parliament, and committees appointed to 
conſider thoſe complaints and applications ? 
Why bills brought in to parliament from year 
to year to ſecure it by partial and unnatu- 
ral policy, when' the ſimple natural will do 
the buſineſs effectually? 

Ir we cannot keep our own manufactures 
as we are; — How would the gain of the Iriſh 
be out of the manufacture of England? On 
the contrary, the gain of the Iriſh muſt, in 
ſach caſe, ariſe out of the woollen manufac- 
ture of thoſe countries, which will ſucceed 
us in it? And who will ſucceed in it? Or 
rather, who has already wot it from us? 
France in the principal 

Tux gain of the Iriſh Wen in the ber. 
len manufacture, muſt be a gain upon the 
manufacture of France. If to permit the 
woollen trade of Ireland, to be a gain upon 
France; to prohibit t the woolen trade to Ire- 
land, muft be a gain' to France : and ſhall 
Britain contend for the gain of France, our 
ancient and our dious enemy ? | 
Corp the Triſh recover the loſt woollen 
trade of England? Or rather, can we reco- 
ver it any other way than by that means, and 
_ Thoſe other which we have conneRed there- 
with throughout our writings? 1 we can, 
Ce 2 why 
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Why have we never taken thoſe other ways? 
If we cannot, ſhall we. refuſe to make this 
experiment of a union? 
vr the Iriſh can recover our lien 
trads, 1. Becauſe they can abſolutely un- 
derſell our rivals in that manufacture. 2. Be- 
cauſe, if they manufactured at home, they 
would export no raw wool, or woollen yarn, 
to foreign manufactories: and without their 
wool, or woollen yarn, of their growth, 
thoſe foreign man ufactories muſt be anni- 
. hilated. 

As to the firſt, it is notorious that the Iriſh 
doit: they have a clandeſtinetrade in ſtuffs to 
Liſbon : the French trade thither alſo, and fo 
do we, in the ſame commodities, The Iriſh 
underſell both the French, and. us. — The 
Engliſh manufacturers complain of this clan- 
deſtine trade. The French diſlike it with 
more reaſon : for, if it were poſſible to pre- 
vent it, and it were prevented, the French 


would come into the place of the Iriſh; but 


the Engliſh would be underſold as much as 
ever. 
bo As 36-the. frond argu 
Lich were allowed the manufacture of wool, 
they would export no wool, or woollen yarn 
to France. 

Tuls is evident, from the vature of the 
ching, without multiplying words — Men 
ſtudy their profits; and this would be mani- 
feftly againſt their profits—Wool manufac- 


tured is worth five times as much as wool 
RY | unma- 


me that if the 


&© . 
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un manufactured: and, therefore, to ſell their 
wool abroad, would prove a loſs: to them, 
unleſs they fold it for five times what they 
ſold it for at home: and if they who bought 
it, gave but one third of that price, they 
could not uſe it, when they had bought it. 
Turns all Ireland muſt ſee; and therefore 
will unite to prevent it: whereas it is feared 
that all Ireland has long done, and ſtill does 
find it's for her intereſt to promote it. 
IarrAch this argument; Allow ſome 
wool and yarn would ſtill be run; would 
not the quantity be extremely leſs ? 
Being leſs, would it not be dearer ? 
Would not the manufactures ariſing out of 

that commodity, | in conſequence, diminiſh! 
in quantity, and augment in price? And 
what other method can be taken, better ro 
deſtroy a rival manufacture, than to dimi- 
niſh.' it's quantity, and augment it's price? 
Jo purſue the ſame queſtion : —Is it doub- 
ted that the Iriſh wool and yarn be neceſſary 
to the manufactures of France? We are told, 
by all who have been - converſant with that 
buſineſs, that they cannot carry on the trade 
to foreign markets without them. They 
may make very coarſe cloths of their own 
wool, which ſerve in ſome degree for their 
ordinary home conſumption. They. make 
the fineſt 'cloths with Spaniſh wool ; but the 
cloths for exportation and general ule, are of 
middle n and cannot be — without a 
2 Ce mix- 


13 
mixtute of Iriſh wook —This we ate told. 


| £ ThistheFrench have acknowledged. —It is too 
© nototious to be queſtioned. But if we were 


not told it: if it were not acknowledged by 
the French themſelves, is not the matter felt 
evident? en 
I. Do not the French conſume greater 
ities, at far gteater prices, than their own 
woot and woolen yarn can beat? Would 
they act ſo. wild a part as to do this, if it 
were not neteflary to their manufacture? 


2. Do not the vety manufactures of Eng- 


land depend, in a great meaſure, on the wool- 
len yarn of Ireland, by opening all our ports 
for it's reception ?-If they do! the manufac- 
tutes of France muſt do it in a much greater 
 degftee; for the wool of France differs far 
more than the 'wool- of England, from the 
wool of Ireland, But whether they do, en- 
quire of the manufacturers of Briſtol, and of 
of Norwich ; they will tell. you that 
they cannot work without it. t 
To: reduce alfo this argument. below its 
full force; not that we may ſuit it more to 
reaſon, hut that we may render it leſs ob- 
noxigus to prejadice and paſſion, Let us 
ſuppoſe it ſtrong only in part, Let us 
fuppofe the wool of Sela neveffery only 
to France, for ſuch manufactures as the ſame 
is neceſſary to in England Would not the 
woollen manufacture eſtabliſhed in Ireland 
. confound the commerce of France for ſo 
much? Is not this ſpecies of manufacture a 
| very 


— a a 
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very con ſdderable branch of the * 
trade? would not, therefore, the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the woollen trade of Ireland deſtroy 
the commerce of France, in a conſiderable 
branch of the woollen trade? As we now 
ſtand, are we able to deſtroy it in any 
branch ? —It is allowed we cannot.— If it is 
allowed we cannot, ſhall we not employ the 
people of Ireland who can ? 

LET us here obſerve one circumſtance. 
In whatever branches of manufacture the 
Iriſh or the Engliſh wool is — 9 N in 
France, it works up twice as much of 
French wool: thus one thouſand ſtone 
Iriſh or Engliſh wool produces three thou- - 
ſand ſtone of French manufacture. If 
the Iriſh, therefore, were now allowed to 
work up all their wool, they could but ma- 
nufacture one third of that quantity, This 
is the only quantity, or only kind of cloth 
in France for their exportation, and the 


e 


E 2 all the cloth of France for expor- 
tation is deſtroyed ; yet the Iriſh gain but 
one third of that tion. The demand 
for cloth abroad muſt continue the ſame.— 
There muſt then remain two-thirds of that 
demand unſatisfied Who can ſatisfy this 
demand? Foreigners cannot, from the na- 
ture of their wool. The Iriſh cannot, be- 

cauſe they have not ny ſufficient.— 
The + Engih therefore muſt, "94 
Cc4 Tus 


8 


. e | 
Tuvs ſhall we, the Engliſh, poſſibly bene- 
; fit as much again by opening the Iriſh com- 
merce, as the Iriſh can do themſelves ; for 
+, of the ruins of the French manufactures, two- 
_ thirds” muſt demonſtrably fall into Eng- 
Uh hands; if the proper means be purſued 
to effect it, as we apprehend' have been proved 
to be rational and effectul . 
Bux this plain policy, may we recover the 
woollen trade, and that in a way, for as 
Mort a dime, and in as ſmall a degree, de- 
trimental to the rents of England, as can 
fibly be conceived. The greater demand 
bf the commodity which muſt enſue, will 
_ Keep'up” the price of the commodity, and 
conſequenitly of the lands of England. The 
greater conſumption muſt employ the poor. 
Ax the rents of England can, at length, 
from all we have ſuggeſted throughout this 
Work, be maintained upon the footing on 
which they now ſtand,” they will be main- 
tained upon that footing by our united meaſ- 
ures, for ever ; which ſeems to promiſe to con- 
fine the whole woollen trade for exportation to 
ſuch countries as cannot rupply themſelves, to 
Great Britain and Ireland. If the lands cannot be 
maintained upon this footing, we ſhall have the 
conſolation to perceive, after they are once 
fallen to their due ſtandard, that they will 
daily riſe upon ſuch a foundation, as will 
maintain them when they are riſen. 
Bor, on the other hand, we may with 
_ modeſty preſume to ſay, that no other 
* 1 ſchemes 
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ſchemes can effect the great end of regain- 
ing the woollen trade, and ſupplanting France 
and all other rivals therein, than thoſe we 
have propoſed throughout the whole tenor 
of our works. Our woollen manufactures 
muſt be totally loſt—The reſt of our trade 
muſt follow The rents of the whole king- 
wy will be every where reduced. A diſ- 
poverty, a general diſtreſs, an univerſal 
deer faction, tumult, civil war, anar- 
chy, and tyranny will fink us, by the na- 
tural ſucceſſion, into the circumſtance of an 
Aſiatic province; from which we ſhall never 
riſe: and this ſtate will ſave France, or any 
other ſtate the trouble or expence of going 
to war with us to make their conqueſt; for 
we have long been at war with ourſelves in 
our trade, and in all our ſyſtem of politics. 
A GENERAL infatuation, of late years, 
ſeems to have ſeized this nation. We court 
our own ruin more eagerly than other coun- 
tries ſeek their intereſts. | 
Tux intereſts of England, as they are 
now underſtood, are the intereſts of parti- 
culars againſt the public. There is no ſettled 
intereſt, no national intereſt, . It is n. 
local, perſonal. mr 
Tays our maxims are grown abſurd, ar- 
bitrary, and contradictory in their own na- 
ture. And our conduct (the reſult of theſe 
maxims) ſuch as runs counter to the very 
firſt lights of human reaſon, paſſionate, vio- 
_ and oppreſſive to the minor part of the 
ſociety, 


8 34] 
ſociety, calculated by the major alſo to 
their own ruin. From having being bought 
- out of our reaſon in grand inſtances, it is 
a natural habit to neglect the uſe of 
it in all; and from having been accuſtomed 
22 with it to our private intereſt, it has 

ſo far from us, that: wei have the uſe of 
it no longer to direct us truly to any one in- 
tereſt of the public. 
--BxcLand. bath no mines of d, or 
— or of precious ſtones. Her only 
riches are its ad. Trade cannot exiſt un- 
der heavy taxes; yet our taxes daily increaſe. 
Trade cannot exiſt ih a country where the 
price of land is exceſſive dear, when the 

trade of that country principally ariſes from 
its o) Our trade ariſes from our 
own. and our land is dearer than 
in any part of Europe, ex g Holland, 
whoſe — ne in 22 depend 
ont 
Our trade, therefore, inne exiſt, un- 


leis our taxes be diminiſned Or unleſs we 


_ reduce the price of our lands Or turn our 
commerce foreign uct. | 
We * hope, —— to our old 
ſyſtem, to ſee our taxes ſufficienly dimi- 
niſhed. The falſe intereſt of particulars will 
never 1ſaffer the ſecond to be effected, till it 
effects itſelf z before which our commerce 
will de loſt . We have, therefore, nothing 
elſe to do, than to turn onr commerce upon 
e product; that is, the product of 


coun- 
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countries where things are cheapet than they 
are With us. 

FokzTGN product is proper or improper. 
Improper foreign product is the commodity, ' 
or manufacture of another people, entirely 
diſtinct from us in point of government, and. 

in point of intereſt. Proper foreign product 
(a wrong term in itſelf, but uſed here to hu- 
mour the narrow notions of the times) is 
the product of colonies, or countries united 
to us, or dependent on us. | 

CoMMERCE, founded improper fo- 
reign product, is very expedient, and vety 
vrofitable. Commerce, founded upon pro- 
per foreign produR, is more expedient, more 

profitable, and more certain. 
Commerce, in improper foreign product, 
—_— an infinite number of 22 in na- 


ä gh to ſell again in dear. The commerce 
of Holland is, in great part, of this kind. 
The commerce of the Genoeſe was anciently 
the ſame, and the commerce of England 
may be greatly e hereby upon our 
principles. 

Bor commerce of this kind may 16ſe i its 
channel, and ſuffer by many accidents; and, 
with reſpeR to particular countries, be ruined 

by the wiſdom of the oppoſite government. 
The profits of it muſt be leſs, becauſe the 
nations you deal with being the root of the 
come 


USD 
oommerce, muſt have a great ſhare in the 
gain. 

Bur commerce founded upon proper 8 


reign product (or the product of our own 
colonies, countries united to you, or in de- 


pendance on you) is a natural commerce, 
and ought to be as tenderly treated, and as 
much indulged, as that of the mother coun- 
try ; having no difference from her's, but as 
ſhe is reſolved to make a difference. It can- 
not eaſily be deſtroyed but by oppreſſing and 
diſtreſſing ſuch a country; and oppreſſion and 
diſtreſs will ruin commerce wherever it 
meets with them. 

Is profit is infinitely greater : for as the 
5 — of that commerce is our own, the whole 
of the gain is our own alſo. The main of 
the profit ſettles with us; ſo much only re- 
maining in the colony, as may. be ſulßeient to 
draw in more. 
SxnxAr BRTTAIN, 8 * no better 

choice, than to ground our commerce on 
the induſtry and product of her colonies, 
and countries united to her, or dependent on 
her. And yet her maxims, with regard to 
all theſe countries, have been violent, and 
contradictory to their own intention. 

Viol ENT — Becauſe. againſt the natural 
courſe of things, which requires every man 
to make the beſt advantage of the product 
of his land. —Becauſe grounded upon mani- 


* force; upon, laws made * a prople 
who 
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who have never conſented to them.—Be- 
cauſe they cramp the trade of thoſe coun- 
tries and becauſe that to forbid the ex- 

t of any commodity to another country, 
is to command it to be ſold at your own 
price to yourſelves, which is nothing better 
than downright robbery. 

CoNTRADICTORY to their own intention, 
becauſe they manifeſtly produce the ruin of 
the commerce of England, which they affect 
to ſupport, 

Tux reflections that ariſe on a violent and 
contradictory conduct, with reſpect to go- 


vernment, are theſe: 


Tnar ſuch a conduct muſt, in the end, 

deſtroy our conſtitution. 
1. By alienating the affections of a vaſt 
body of our fellow-ſubjefts, who envying 
our ſuperior privileges, will be ever ready to 
ſeize occaſion to abridge them, and to re- 
duce us to their own level of ruin. 

2. By obliging us. to govern the people 
it is exerciſed upon, by a military force; 
which force may be as well Ba againſt 
our liberties as theirs. 

Wix reſpect to commerce, which is 
more immediately to our preſent point, ſuch 
a conduct muſt entirely confound: it. 

1. Bx cAusk a lively commerce is incom- 
patible with a government by force: new 
people will never ſettle in ſuch a * 
the old inhabitants will fall from it. 


* 
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2. Bxc aus no kind of manufacture, or 
branch of trade will flouriſh, where any is 
prohibited; for men are never ſatisfied; but 
that the power which has aboliſhed one, may 
deprive them of any other. 
| Tux genius of trade fickens under the re- 
fllection of a bare poſſibility of reſtraint; and 
| therefore muſt, grow very languid upon re- 
flection, on an actual reſtraint, a reſtraint 
rendered perpetually preſent, although but 
by a ſingle inſtance. "Nh Fs 
Tus muſt the conduct and maxims of 
Great Britain, with re to her colonies, 
countries united to her, and dependent on 
ber, deſtroy (not only her liberty, but) the 
commerce of thoſe countries 
Bur it has been proved, and is evident, 
that her own cannot exiſt, without it now 
founds itſelf upon the commerce of thoſe 
I x follows, therefore, that the preſent 
conduct and maxims of Great Britain, 
with reſpet to the commerce of thoſe 
countries, if purſued farther, muſt ruin her 
own trade. | þ 
Tux general concluſion, upon the whole, 
is this; that Great Britain, for the future, 
muſt change her conduct with reſpect to 
. -theſe countrie. 
IRELAND is the chief of 'theſe countries. 
_ She muſt, therefore, chiefly change her 
conduct with regard to Ireland, 4 
; . 
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As a merchant, in his particular ſphere, 
employs the cheapeſt manufacturer he can 
find; ſo England, in her general merchan- 
dize, muſt employ the poor of Ireland, and 
the product of Ireland, as the cheapeſt ſhe 
can find, till ſhe can employ her own peo- 
ple upon an equality. 

AND as men pour water into pumps, 
which once ſet moving, throw up water in 
return, as long as they require; in like man- 
ner muſt England give encouragement to 
Ireland; which encouragement will render 
infinite returns. 

I SHALL, at preſent, urge no more 
upon the neceſſity of the union of Ire- 
land with England, and therefore ſhall 
cloſe the whole with a quotation from Mr. 
Trenchard, becauſe he was ſent to Ireland 
by the Engliſh parliament, as one of their 
faithfulleſt and ableſt truſtees, for the for- 
. feited eſtates; and alſo as he is allowed to 
have known Ireland more, and underſtood 
its affairs better, than moſt gentlemen, who 
had no fortune or intereſt in it. It is from 
the firſt, in the fourth volume of Cato's 
Letters, which he 'concludes with the fol- 
lowing words : 2 

« I $HALL ſometime hereafter, ſays he, 
e conſider that kingdom ¶ Ireland] in rela- 
ce tion to the intereſt of Great Britain; and 
e ſhall only ſay, at preſent, that it is too 
e powerful to be treated only as a 1 


191 


«= ad that if we deſign to continue them 
friends, the beſt way to do it, is, to 
tc imitate the example of merchants and 

*© ſhop-keepers ; that is, when their appren- 

* tices are acquainted with their trade and 
2 their cuſtomers, and are out of their time, 
ce to take them into partnerſhip, rather than 
«let them ſet up for themſelves in their 
— * neighbourhood.” 


DISSERTATION XV. 
Of the union of the Iſie of Man with Eng- 


land, from ſome anecdotes relating thereto, 


which may be depended on. 


HE ftrength, the vigor, and the pro- 
ſperity of his Majeſty's kingdoms de- 
grew on the proper union of all their parts, 
think the caſe of the Iſle of Man ſhould by 
no means be forgot. For it is too notorious 
to be doubted, that this Iſle has many years 
been, and ſtill continues to be a common 
ſtorehouſe for all manner of foreign goods 
and merchandiſes that pay high duties in 
Great Britain or Ireland, or ate prohibited 
to be imported into theſe kingdoms. 

THe merchants in that iſland have con- 
ſtant ſupplies of large quantities of tobacco, 
both in leaf and roll, tea in cheſts, with all 
ſorts of Eaſt India and Dutch goods from 
Holland; one cargo landed there from Rot- 
terdam, though contrary to law, conſiſted 
of 345 cheſts of tea; they are likewiſe ſup- 
plied with tobacco, and other things from 
Dunkirk, Oſtend, Norway, and even from 

Vol. I. Du ſome 
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ſome parts of Great Britain ; with tea and in- 
dia goods of all ſorts from Gottenburgh and 
Denmark, with vaſt quantities of brandy and 
wines from France, and with rum from 
America; the Scotch and others ſending veſſels 
to our plantations on purpoſe for that com- 
modity and landing it there, contrary, as is 
— to the act of navigation. 

THesE goods are all warchouſed in that 
iſland, and afterwards put into packages of 
leffer quantities and weights ; fuch as may be 
moſt handy and convenient for ſmuggling 
into Great Britain and Ireland. 

_ Truzxe have been nine or ten large wher- 
ries, and above twenty boats in the iſland, 
conſtantly employed in the ſmuggling trade, 
and go weekly from thence, if the weather 
re laden with high duty or prohi- 
goods ; the' wherries and boats from 
Piel-town ſupply the eaſt and north parts of 
Ireland, the Highlands and Weſt of Scot- 
land; thoſe from Douglas and Derby- haven, 
: Wales, Cheſhire, and Lancaſhire ; and thoſe 
from Ramſey, Cumberland, and all the 
country on each fide of Salway Firth ; but 
their chief trade is up the river at Boulneſs, 
into'the Scotch borders near Annan. 
Tx or twelve of theſe boats are almoſt 
every week ſeen — g by White- 
haven all laden, ſteerin the ſaid river, 
Where they land — cargoes at noon- day, 
the country being ee r 
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tet them, in ſuch numbers as no officer 
dare offer to moleſt them. 

Tuxsz cargoes, which generally cond 
of brandy, rum, tea, and filks, are after- 
wards brought out of the Scotch border an 
horſeback ia the night, under an armied 
force of fifteen or twenty men inta England, 
and guarded by them up into the country, 
till they have paſſed all the preventive officers 
on the Engliſh border. 

Tus all the northern counties on this 
fide Trent, and further, are ſupplied from 
that iſland with theſe commodities at a cheap 
rate, for the ſmuggler generally buys bis 
brandy and rum there at two ſhillings the 


gallon, or under, and other goods in pro- 


portion; and by paying no duties is enabled 
to underſell the fair trader. 
IT was ſeveral years ago made appear, that 
the clandeſtine trade carried on from this iſland, 
was then above 100, oool. yearly loſs to the re- 
venue of Great Britain and Ireland; and it is 
computed no to be twice as much, not to 
mention it's carrying away the coin, the de- 
triment to the honeſt merchant, the land- 
holder, and even ruin to the labouring peo- 
ple; for being conſtantly ſupplied with _ 
dy, rum, and Dutch geneva at fo ch 
price, induces them to drink ſo much as . 
only weakens their conſtitution, and quite de- 
bilitates their whole offspring, but ſo into- 
lerably vitiates their morals as to render them 
jects unfit for a civilized community. . 
Dd 2 THERE 
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Turxx does not ſeem, it is to be feared, 


any other method that can be thought on to 


— a ſtop to this great evil (all the laws 
itherto having proved ineffectual) but either 
by lowering the duties, or the nation pur- 
chaſing the iſland of the preſent proprietor. 

From July 16, 1753, to July 11, 1754, 
a manufacturer of tobacco with eight work- 
men, manufactured and ſhipped off to Ire- 
land 166 hogsheads, containing 8797 rolls, 
and 175,358 pounds of neat tobacco. There 
is now in the iſle of Man ſeveral workhouſes, 
in which are employed 50 men, and up- 
wards, all workers of Iriſh roll tobacco. 
Say but 48 men, that in the ſame proportion 
with the manufactory in England, will be 
996 hogsheads, containing 50,382 rolls, 
1,052,148 pounds of neat tobacco, which 
muſt all be run into Great Britain or Ireland, 
but chiefly to Ireland. | 


IxIsn duties on 1,052,148 lb, of tobacco, 
ME - - L. 24,001 168. 71 d. 
Loſs per Annum will 
de Engliſh L. 22,155 108. 9 d. 

N. B. The ſupply for tobacco to the iſland 
is chiefly from Dunkirk. | 

| Topacco imported into the iſle of Man, 
makes a conſiderable article of the lord pro- 
prietor's revenue Who receives half a pound 
duty on the ſame, which is allowed on all 
hands, to bring him in about 1 500 l. per An- 

num. N 
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One factor only, named W. T. for the 
merchants and dealers in tobacco in Dublin 
and other parts of Ireland, actually paid near 
1000 l. to the proprietor's collector for to- 
bacco only in the year 1753. And there are 
three or four factors in that iſland for tobacco- 
dealers, who pay leſs ſums annually. | 
Theſe tobaccoes are moſtly manufactured 
in the iſland into fine pig-tail and coarſe roll, 
and run into Great Britain and Ireland. The 
working manufacturers were firſt procured 
from Dublin and Glaſgow ; there are not leſs 
now than fifty of thoſe hands, and a number 
of boys employed in ſeveral workhouſes in 
the iſland. . 1 
Tux lords of the treaſury, conſidering the 
intolerable growing evils ariſing from ſmugg- 
ling, gave inſtructions about two years and a 
half ago, to the commiſſioners of the cuſ- 
toms to order the ſeveral collectors of his Ma- 
jeſty's revenue in Great Britain, to tranſmit 
to them the moſt accurate eſtimates poſhble 
of the nature and quantity of the clandeſtine 
trade carried on in their reſpective diſtricts, . 
with their own obſervations thereon, and 
their opinions of the moſt feaſible methods of 
ſuppreſſing the ſame, and whatever elſe might 
* tend to the improvement and better eſta- 
„ bliſhment of his Majeſty's revenue in the cuſ- 
id toms and the exciſe, that the ſame might be 
ll WW confidered by their lordſhips, and laid before 
the parliament, &c, £ 


D d 3 One 


/ 


* 


[4%] 


; = Oxx of theſe orders addreſſed to the col- 


lector of the port of. by the ſecretary of the 
cuſtoms, I far. The faid collector, who is 
an able and intelligent officer, and with whom 
I have often conferred on theſe matters, ſays 


my correſpondent, did accordingly acquit him- 


ſelf to his principals with credit. He alſo in- 
formed me, that the Hke orders had iſſued 
from the commiffioners of the cuſtoms in 
Ireland to the reſpective collectors in that 


kingdom, with ſome of whom, the moſt 


notable, he had kept a dloſe correſpondence 
on this head, as well as with ſeveral in the 
ports of Great Britain. — That upon the 
whole of their informations and eſtimates he 
found, that the ſinuggling trade from the iſle 
of Man alone to Ireland, could not amount 
to Teſs than a Toſs of 200,0001. per Annum to 
his Majeſty's revetine in that kingdom.— 
And from the ſaid iſland to England, Wales, 
and Scotland, at Teaft 300, oo l- per Annum 


And to the eaſt india company, and the 
Fair trader 209,000 per Annum more; in the 


whole 700, oo0l. per Annum, excluſive of the 
horrid con ſequences attending the faid clan- 


Geſtine trade from that iſland; the chief of 


which are, the deſtruction of the health, the 
breed, and the morals; of the Britiſh ſubjects 


 Nretching round the ſaid iſland— The univer- 


fal decay and death of their induſtrious arts of 


agriculture and manufacture The ruin of the 


fair trader, and the temptation, and neceſſity 
numbers are brought under, of countenan- 
| cing 


D 
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' eing and connecting themſelves with infa- 


mous ſmugglers, in order to keep out of a 
themſelves The inevitable forerunner 
of the decay and deſtruction of the revenue, 
if ſuffered to continue—Add to theſe only 
one conſideration more; the nouriſhing and 
ſtrengthening the trade and commerce of for- 
eign powers, particularly one, our moſt dan- 
gerous neighbour and enemy, by deſtroying 
our own, and m us conſtantly of our 
_ K. 
greatly has this moſt pernicious trade 
eue Irkell, "the ſcarce any duty was paid in 

county of Cumberland, for ſeven 
— etone "wr" for French brandy, the coun- 
ty ar 1 glutted with the ſame by the ſmugg- 
ling boats and night-carriers from the iſle of 
Man. They have, beſides, large quantities 
of coarſe Spaniſh brandy from Cette and Bar- 
celona, which they purchaſe there at about 


10 d. Englith per gallon, and fell it out again 
to the — boats in the ifle of Man at 


18-49. allon, the duty on im tion of 
the * in the iſland bang but 2 gal- 
lon to the lord of the iſle. This brandy may 
be bought afterwards on the South and "Welt 
coaſts of Scotland, for about 2s. 2 d. per 
gallon in great quantities. 

ABove 4000 gallons of this brandy were 
the year before laſt ſeized at different times, 
and put up to fale at the cuſtomhouſe of 
mn „ but it would not fetch even the 
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king's duty. Is not this a plain demonſtra- 
tion, that the country about was ſupplied 
with it by the ſmugglers at a much lower 
price? Yet by the ſeizures of brandy brought 
to that cuſtomhouſe at this time, it is moſt 
certain, that not one ſmuggling-boat loaded 
from that iſland in an hundred, was taken by 
the cruizers, or coſt- officers, or any other 
ways. Almoſt every ſoul along the coaſt of 
Cumberland, even the beggars and their 
brats, if they can ſteal any thing to purchaſe 
coarſe ſugar; drink tea once or twice a day, 
Eſpecially the damnified teas imported from 
Gottenburgh &c. into the iſle of Man, much 
of which is ſold by the ſmugglers from thence 
for 6 d. or 18. per pound; ſo that the ex- 
ciſe on this article alſo is dwindled to nothing 
along the coaſt. By ſuch deplorable means, 
punch, bumbo, ruibo, and dry drams, have 
-univerſally prevailed amongſt all degrees of 
people on the coaſts of Great Britain and Ire- 

land, lying round the faid iſland,” to the in- 

conceivable detriment of both the cuſtoms 

and the exciſe; which leſſens alſo, in propor- 

tion, the conſumption of malt liquor, and the 
neceſſary motives of brewing the ſame well. 

To what a height this deteſtable trade has 
been carried, will more convincingly appear 
from the following memorial, which was 
preſented on this occaſion. 


« Tar 
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« THE memorial of the merchants and 

-  - owner of ſhips in the port of White- 

-  - haven, in the county of Cumberland 

Humbly addreſſed to the right honou- 
rable the lords commiſſioners of his ma- 

jeſty's treaſury, | 97] Th 


Wx the merchants and proprietors of ſhips 
in the port of Whitchaven, in the county 
of Cumberland, beg leave to repreſent to 
your lordſhips the great damage which this 
nation in general (more eſpecially the ports of 
this county) ſuſtain, from the clandeſtine 
trade carried on from the iſle of Man, to the 
ſeveral ports of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and humbly to ſubmit. to your lordſhips 
judgment the means, we apprehend, to be 
the moſt conducive to remove the ſame. - 

IT is well known. that this. iſland is the 
great ſtorehouſe wherein the FRENCH and 
other nations depoſit prodigious quantities of 
WINES, BRANDY, COFFEE, TEA, SILKS, and 
other InD1 A goods, which are there admitted 
upon very low duties, and afterwards ſmug- 
gled upon the coaſts of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in ſmall boats and wherries built 
for that purpoſe; beſides the frauds com- 
mitted in the article of ToBAcco, which; be- 
ing firſt entered in the ſeveral ports of Great 
Britain, for foreign ports, after receiving the 
drawback, are frequently landed on this 

| 1 5 iſland, 
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iſland, and afterwards run back _ into 
and Ireland. 1 

Fon the carrying on of which clandeſtive 
trade, — ian If the ale: of Man is ex- 
tremely commodious, being within ſeven 
hours ſail of the ſeveral coaſts of England, 
Scotland, Ireland, Wales. 

Tur loſs, by this illicit trade, to his Ma- 
Il revenues in the kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland, hath, by competent 
jodges, been at no leſs than Two 
HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS annually, be- 
fides che damage done to the fair traders in 
general, and to the henoutable Eaſt-India 
in particular, which may reaſonably 
| be evtnputed at no leſs than — HUNDRED 
THOUSAND POUNDS MORE, © And if the du- 
ties alone upon theſe gu commodities, 
thus fraadalentiy i ted, amounted to ſo 
exceſſive « ſum, we may judge, in part, 
what an immenſe treaſure” in SPECIE is an- 
nuanty Grainedd frem theſe kingdoms, and 


| — from the circumjacent ſea- coaſts, 
the purchaſe thereof ; which, inthe lime 


whe pony *tends to the itapoveriſhing = 
Ajeſty's dominions, and the enrichi 
neighbouring ſtate, the formidable riv of 
our „ as well as our commerce. 

Bur the greateſt loſs which the public ſuſ- 
tains by this deteſtable trade, proceeds from 


the alienation ef ſuch numbers 10 his Maje- 


6 ſabjects from the honeſt arts of 7 
rom 
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from agriculture, from manufactures, or from 
lawful commerce, to an employment which 
tends both to the deſtruction of their lives, 
Rand the debauching of their morals, by the 
exceſſive importation of ſpirituous liquors. 

THest evils, though extending in ſome 
degree to all parts of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, are yet moſt ſenſibly felt by the port of 
Whitehaven, and other neighbouring ports 
of this county, by reaſon of their vicinity to 
the iſle of Man. 

We beg leave, therefore, to repreſent to 
your lordſhips the peculiar hardſhips, which 
the trade of this port labours under, from 
the clandeſtine praQtices above-mentioned, 
which, of late, have been carried on to a 
moſt exorbitant height. | 

A CONSIDERABLE trade hath formerly been 
carried on from the port of Whitehaven, 
by the corporation of Britiſh manufacturers 
to Virginia*and Maryland, and other of his 
majeſty's plantations in America, and the 
importation of tobacco, and other products 
of thoſe colonies, and alſo the exportation 
of coals to Dublin, and other parts. of the 
kingdom of Ireland, by means whereof "the 
commerce of theſe kingdoms hath been en- 
larged, his majeſty's revenues encreaſed, and 
a great number of able-bodied ſeamen have 
been raiſed, ready, upon any emergency, to 
be applied to the defence of their Lig and 
country. Both theſe trades are, at preſent, 
in a very declining ſtate, occaſioned — 
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DJ the very exorbitant growth of the ſmug- 
ling trade in the iſle of Man: for whereas 
formerly a profitable branch of the trade of 
this port conſiſted in ſupplying the Iriſh mar- 
kets with tobacco, this has been greatly di- 
miniſhed by the manufactures of this com- 
modity, which have been ſet up, and great- 
ly encreaſed of late in the faid iſland, by 
means whereof thoſe markets are chiefly 
ſupplied with manufactured tobacco, in a 
clandeſtine way, to the great prejudice of 
the trade of this place, and the fair trader 
PD ̃ ä 
Wr beg leave likewiſe to repreſent to 
your lordſhips the difficulties which the 
coal trade labours under, as it is at preſent 
carried on from Whitehaven, and the neigh- 
bouring ports, to Dublin, and other ports of 
the kingdom of Ireland, arifing from the 
ſame cauſe. And whereas, by an act made 
in the twelfth year of his late majeſty 
George I. no goods or commodities what- 
ſoever, other than ſuch that are of the 
growth, product, or manufacture of the iſle 
of Man, are allowed to be brought from 
the faid iſland into the kingdoms of Great 
Britain” and Ireland, on any pretence what- 
ſoever, under the penalty of the forfeiture 
of ſhip and goods; which makes it neceſſa- 
try that the owners of ſhips employed in the 
trade, for the ſafety of their property, ſhould 
uſe the greateſt caution and circumſpection, 
in appointing the moſt faithful ma 94-1 
199 . © - ailors 
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failors to navigate them that are to be met 
with; yet it frequently happens that ſmall 
quantities of prohibited goods are taken on 
board, on the cbaſt of the ſaid iſland, where 
boats are continually plying to ſupply them, 
by reaſon whereof, ſhips of great value 
are forfeited and fold, to the great preju- 
dice of their innocent proprietors, who are 
often without redreſs, inaſmuch as the na- 
ture of the trade will allow only low wages 
to the maſters of coal-veſſels, that few per- 
ſons who are poſſeſſed of any conſiderable. 
property will accept of that office. By this 
means their once flouriſhing trade is now re- 
duced to a very declining ſtate, few people 
being willing to venture their ſubſtance upon 
ſo precarious a foundation. 

fo oR the removal of theſe obſtacles to law- 
ful commerce, by which the nation in | 
neral (and more eſpecially the port of White- 
haven, and other neighbouring ports) are 
greatly affected, we humbly beg leave to 
mention to your lordſhips the expedient 
which, by the wiſdom of the legiſlature, 
has been judged moſt conducive to this end, 
viz. by purchaſing the ſovereignty of the faid 
iſland of the right honourable the proprietor, 
and annexing it to his majeſty's government; 
for the carrying which deſign into execution, 
your lordſhips have been veſted with a pro- 
per authority. 

Bur if this cannot be effected, we hum- 
bly defire your lordſhips would vouehſafe to 


take 
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take under your conſideration the ſtate of 
the ſmuggling trade of this ifland, and ap- 
ply ſuch further remedies as in your wiſdom 
ſhall ſeem moſt expedient, fince it is evi- 
dent from experience, that the laws now in 
being are not ſufficient to reſtrain the illicit 
practices complained of, which are grown 
to ſo exorbitant a pitch, that the ſmuggling 
boats go publicly in large fleets, and at a 
common riſk : ſa that when any of his ma- 
jeſty's cruizers fall in with them, it is ſcarce 
poſſible to take more than one at a time, and 
then the law hath. provided no other puniſh- 
ment but the loſs of the boat and goods, 
which loſs is abundantly made up by the 
ſucceſs of their confederates. But this ſel - 
dom happens ; for the cruizes employed in 
the channel are but ſlow ſailors, and eafily 
ſeen at a diſtance, and eaſily avoided ; fo that 
ſcarce one in a hundred of the ſmuggling- 
boats, or wherrics, ever fall into their hands. 
Ix ſeems neceflary, therefore, that a great 
number of ſmall boats, well manned, ſhould 
be employed in apprehending the ſmuggling- 
veſſels, and. that ſome further proviſion ought 
to be made by law, for the puniſhment of 
thoſe who are employed in navigating them, 
either by tranſportation to the Britiſh colo- 
nies in America, or by ſending. them for a 
limited time on board his majeſty's navy, or 
by ſome other way, which may be judged 
more expedient.” _ | 
Signed by forty of the principal mer- 
chants and owners of ſhips. 
Tur 


> Da © 
FTnar the intelligent reader, wha ſhall he 
induced to make a right uſe of theſe ma- 


terials for the public ſervice, may have all 
the requiſites before him whereon to make a 


— judgment of this point, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to exhibit a ſtate of the annual re- 


venue 1 this iſland to the lord proprietor. 


The lord's rents, certain and im- 1. 8. d. 

propriate tythes - - — 1500 © © 
Fines certain, payable upon Siaths | 

of tenants, and alienations of 

_ eſtates, and fines levied on the 

people for breach of penal 
laws, cem. anmis - = = $g00 00 
Duties and cuſtoms upon imports at 
neceſſary for the home- con- 
ſumption of the N m. 
anne "=: 500 © o 
Duties and. cuſtorns of 's im- 
ported into the i iſland, and 
| afterwards ſmuggled inte Groat 
Britain and Ireland, com. annis | 4000 © © 


| 8 151 . 0 
From which deducting his anna 
civil liſt. Dy 10s 700 0 0 


Then hn ban income vill be hom 0.0 


Bur 
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But were the ſmuggling trade l. s. d. 
ſuppreſſed, whereby the lord 


would annually loſe the duties 
atiſing thereon, viz, = _ © © 


2 the lord's annnal i income, ; 
upon a fair trade, would 


amount only 3 — 150 o Oo 


— 


N. B. Brandy, rum, &c. pay — 1 one 
penny per gallon duty in the iſle of Man. 

Tas, India: goods, &c. pay ad valorem 
27 per cent. 

By which it is evident dr great the im- 
portation of clandeſtine. goods iow the iſland 
mult be, to * only 40001. upon ſuch low 
duties. 

Bur it is now believed. that theſe low 
duties amount annually to 60001. 

THe tobacco alone im into the iſland 
brings to the lord, at an half-penny per 
Parte, 1500 l. per annum. 

- Hap we no other lights than what are here 
Jaid together, a reaſonable judgment might 
be formed of the bulk of the clandeſtine 
trade: carried on from thence to the : Britiſh 
dominions round them, and the ſhocking 
loſs t-muſt prove to his s cuſtoms, 
and exciſe in particular, excluſive of the fa- 
tal conſequence to his ſubjects. 
Wuxxex it cannot but be admitted, that 
the government had better give the lord 

| pro- 
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proprietor of that iſland, and his heirs for 
ever, a conſideration from 5 to 10000 I. per 
annum, or more, for his ſovereignty, than let 
it remain longer as it is, it being obvious, 
that the ſum which the government would 
ſave thereby, in a year or two, would more 
than pay ſuch conſideration for ever, at 
3 per cent. even excluſive of the annual 
fair revenue of that iſland. 


THe purchaſing and annexing this iſland 5 


to the crown would infallibly put an end 
to the ſmuggling from thence; becauſe all 
ſuch foreign goods as have been above- 
mentioned, muſt then be brought to the 
iſland in ſhips of burden, and landed in one 
of their four ports; and this could not be 
done without the knowledge of a king's go- 
vernor, collector, and the proper officers, in 


the face of the day, the whole coaſt of the 


iſland being rocky and dangerous, except 
their four ports, and open boats cannot ſup- 
ply them with ſuch goods from France, 
Holland, Spain, Denmark, and Sweden. 
I ,x the lord proprietor ſhould decline tak- 

ing a reaſonable conſideration for his ſove- 
reignty in this iſland (which is hardly ſup- 
poſable) it may become an intereſting na- 
tional concern ; whether it be not abſolutely 
neceſſary to have an act of parliament for 
commiſſioners immediately to enquire into, 
and affertain the value of the ſaid iſland, 
and to oblige him to receive ſuch valuable 

Vor, I.. n con- 


ml 
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confideration in lieu thereof, as in the cafe 


of the bereditable #2 HM in — 
Britain. 


Ann, Jndeed; the maſons for, anncxivg 
this petty royalty to the crawn hold Rronger 
than in any of the other. For the detriment 
whieh the whole kingdom.” ſuſtains by its 
alienatiom is much greater than that which 
aroſe from all PAO. and JariſdiChions 
in Scotland. 
Tue Jobs to the nate, and 2 gain to 
the: French, are mexprefiibly And, 
as. all the furs drained! from. th — 
are employed by chem, in times of war, to 
hire trop, and fit exit: fleets: to fight againſt 
us, it will be no e xaggeration of the truth to 
ſay, that, fince tlie peace of Utrecht, they 
have drawn more money from us by means 
of their trade with this  fmall Wand, than 
was ſufficient tu maintain zo co men with 
Flandets. Can we ſuppoſe that the French 
would have ſuffered a like ſovereignty of 
Bellifte, formerly in n of the family 
ol the- famous duke of that name? Their 
_ conduct plainly ſhews they would not. 
In thort, this land may be looked upon 
as a ſortreſs in the hands of our enemies, 
draining us af our ſpecie (for all thoſe. goods 
are paid ſor with English coin) and alſo. con- 


d annoying us in the moſt ſenfible parts, 
dur TRADE and COMMERCE, 


Wheretore, 
the queſtion turns here; whether we ought 


to 


i the laſt war in 


F 
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to diſpoſſeſs them or not? A queſtion that 
can admit of no diſpute, if the public good - 


and welfare of dur Country are to determine 


it! Nor can thete be any one good reaſoh 
afſigned, why this iſland fhould remain ſo 
long in a manner An eee of Great 
Britain. 

Has not this bees one cauſe of aggrandiz- 
ing France at out on expence? Sure this is 
an inſtatice of our political folly, no leſs glar- 
ing than that of wag "want of union with 
Ireland ! þ 

Ie we look back, ind confider how ih 
millions of debts' the honeſt nap of theſe 
kingdoms is burdened with, by ſubmitting | 
for ſo many years to be — by ſuch 


gangs of thieves as theſe ſmuggling rabble are, 


how can we, with any conſiſtency, call our- 
ſelves a civilized people? Has not this iſland 
proven a nurſery highly beneficial to the 

rench trade, and enormouſly detrimental 
to our own? How could we expect other 
conſequences from France than are now 


viſible to the whole world? And have I 


not, for above theſe ſeven years paſt, point- 


ed out all theſe evils that have happened to 


this nation at preſent, and ſhewed by what 
means they might have been happily pre- 
vented? . 

LET us, therefore, before it be too late, 
ſo wiſely and happily unite every part of 


| the dominions of the crown, that their 


Ee 2 united 
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| united commerce, and their united ſtrength, 


both by fea and land, may, at length, prove 
the eſſential ſafeguard and preſervation of the 
liberties of this independent nation ; that we 
may be capable of protecting the liber- 
ties and independency of other oppreſſed 


Proteſtants, who are not able to protect 


themſelves. This is the great aim of the 
endeavours of a private man: and, there- 
fore, I ſhall continue to conſider what far- 
ther kinds of union between other parts of 


his majeſty's kingdoms may be neceſſary for 


the ſecurity, the proſperity, and the glory 
of the whole Britiſh empire. 


D I $- 
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DISSERTATION XVI 


A fuccinct view ef the conſtitution of the Bri- 
tiſh plantations in America; and of the 
Hate and condition wherein they have many 
years been : wherein is pointed out the chief 


cauſes of their becoming the preſent ſeat of 


war; with confiderations how they may re- 
cover their flrength and flability, 4 be- 


come 4 match for our enemies. 


ANY of the Britiſh AY in Ame. 

rica, are immediately under. the. go- 
vernment of the crown; namely, Nova Sco- 
tia, New Hampſhire, the Jerſeys, New 
York, Virginia, and the two Carolinas, Ber- 
muda, and the Summer Iſlands, Bahama 
Idands, Jamaica, Barbados, and the Lee- 
ward Iſlands. 

.OTAERs are veſted in * as Pen- 
ſylvania, and Maryland, as was formerly the 
Bahamas and the two Carolinas. | 

Turzxe are likewiſe three charter-govern- 
ments, the chief of which is the province of 
Maſſechuſets „Bay, Spy called New 

F Eng- 


8 England; the conſtitution whereof is of a 
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mixt nature, the e being divided be- 
tween the king 79 which the 


| Rt hyp ry not one the hr the h 


as i of er colonies, — the aſſembly — 
the coun veil 20; god the governor depends 
N N 185 annual ſupport, 
which * 3 4 —— laid the governor 
of this diner under temptations of giving 
up the prerogative of the crown, and the in- 
tereſt of cher Britain: an Mectual remedy to 
prevent ubicb in future ought to be thought of 
e t the proper time, this having 
been productive of greet evils. 
CONNECTICUT: and Rhode iſland are the 
other charter-governments, or rather corpo- 
rations ; be 2 the whole power of 
the crown is is delegated to the peop ple, who 
make an aynu 2 ection of their aſſembly, 
their council, and their governor like wiſe; 
to the majority of which aſſemblies, coun- 


FClls, and governots reſpedtively, being col- 


{ive bodies, the er of making laws is 
granted ; and,” as e arters are 18.05 
they can, and do make laws, even without 
their governor's aſſent, and directly contrary 

to thejr opinion, no e voice 1 4 BY 

ſerved to * as governo rs, in the ſaid 

ter. And, as the faid governors are: annually 

a Coe their office, generally expires before 

ajeRt probation can be obtained, or 
= ay ary car can ay taken for — obſer- 


Vance 
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vance of the laws of trade and navigation, 


and held little, or no correſpondence, with 
our lords commiſſioners for trade and plan- 


tations in England. It is not ſurprifing that 
governors, conſtitated like theſe laſt men- 
tioned, - ſhould be guilty of many irregulari- 
ties in point of trade, as well as in other re- 


ſpects: all which - have given theſe colonies a 


kind of independency on tbe crown of England, 


and thereby gradually encouraged and encres- 
fed our evils in that part of the world; and 
theſe evils ought to be effedtually remedied in 
Future, at the proper time. | 

ALL theſe colonies, however, by their ſe- 
veral conſtitutions, have the power of mak- 
ing laws for their better government and 
port, provided they be not repugnaat to t 


laws of Great Britain, nor detrimental totheic 


mother country: and theſe laws, when they 


have regularly paſſed the council and the af 


ſembly of any province, and received the go- 
vernor's aſſent, become valid in that pro- 
vince ; but remain repealable nevertheleſs by 
his Majeſty in council, upon juſt complaint, 
and do not acquire a perpetual force, unleſs 
they are confirmed by his Majeſty in coun- 
cil— ef which too much care cannot be taken, 
as well ” 2 the trade of rom. Bri- 
tain; as. other important circumſtance 
that may. cond? to cement the moſt interefting 
ties of union between thoſe colontes amd their 
_ mother - country, and between thoſe colonies 

| | Ee 4 them- 
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144 


tbemſelves; that no ſort of Ales among 
them, or any kind of ill treatment towards the 
| Indian nations, may ever give a formidable 
united enemy the advantage over any diſtin 
colomes ;" and then it would not be in the power 
of France to have made bead * them all 
as we now experience. 

Bur there are ſome exceptions to this rule 
of ſubſervieney to his Majeſty's. check and 
controul in cquncil, in the proprietory and 
charter-governments ; for, in the province of 
Penſylvania, they are only obliged to deliver 
a tranſcript 'of their laws to the privy coun- 

cil, within five years after they are paſſed ; 
and, if his Majeſty does not think fit to re- 
peal them in ſix months from the time ſuch 
tranſcript is ſo delivered, it is not in the 
power of the crown to repeal them after- 
watds--Do we not too well know what an un- 
ſpeakable diſadvantage it has lately proved to 
our affairs in America, by the conteſts and 
_Heart-barnings that have been between the go- 
vernors and the aſſemblies of certain provinces? 
For, has not the enemy taken every advantage 
over us on this occaſion ? Let Great Britain, 
therefore, take effettual meaſures to prevent 
| roſe broils and contentions for the future, or 
loſe every inch of property in America! 
J — 47 ſervation of the whole of our plan- 
— — duly con ale by @ Britiſh =—_— 
ment, for "the e of ll ke ajeſty's 
. and then it For the 2 
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neral good of all our plantations ! Let the cen- 
Alitution of our pr os phe and charter-govern- 
ments be changed, for the ſafety, tbe pro- 
ſperity and honour of - the whole nation; and 


let due ſatisfattion 2. content be given that . 


individuals may not be ſu fferers, by Ju a 
change | 

In the Maſſachuſets-Bay, alſo, if the 
laws are not repealed within three years after 


they have. been preſented to his Majeſty for 


his approbation or diſallowance, they : are not _ 


repealable by the crown after that time, Let 
a moſt vigilant eye be kept to theſe things, 
while the de fireable hogs in the e 
ſhall — Place. 

Tu provinces of Maryland, Conne#icut, 
and Rhode Hand, not being under any obli- 


gation, by their reſpective conſtitutions, to 
return authentic copies of their laws to the 
crown, for approbation or diſallowance, or 


to give any account of their proceedings, our 
board of trade in England are very little in- 
formed of what is done in any of theſe go- 
vernments—ZHow then ſhould the parliament 


and the. —_ be appriſed in due time of the 


meaſures neceſſary to have been taken to 
agai vs calamities of our people in Ame 
rica e not theſe San of the laſt conſe- 
quence — "the intereſt and honour of the kung 


and his kingdoms? #1) 
TaszrE.is alſo this ſingular gular ls-the yu the go- 
R 
that their laws are not repealable by 5 


vernment of Connecticut and 


| 
| 
| 
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grown, but the validity of them depends 
upon their not being contrary, but, as near 
as may be, agreeable to the laws of England. 
wrBut of they are not well watched, ibis has 
been too much diſregarded, and always will. 
Art the governors of colonies, however, 
who act under the king's appointment, 
ovght to tranſmit home to England im- 
medistely after - making, authentic copies 
of the ſeveral acts by them paſſed, that they 
may go through a proper examination: but 
vven thoſe governors have been too often neg- 
hgert of their duty in this eſſential particu- 
lar, and have likewiſe paſſed temporary laws 
of ſo ſhort continuance, that they have had 
their: full effect even before our board of 
trade, could obtain due notice of them. Some 
- attempts have been made to prevent this per- 
nicious practice; but, the annual ſupport of 
government in the ceſpective colonies making 
it neceſſary that laws for that purpoſe ſhould 
pals from year to year, the aſſemblies have 
_ Tequently endeavourcd in thoſe laws, as well 
+ _ a6.4n. others of longer duration, to enact cer- 

ain propoſitions, repugnant to the laws and 
in tereſts of Great Britain; of which our board 
ef trade have not failed, to expreſs their 

Aiſlike to the crown, when ſuch laws have 
| under their conſideration, and many 
_ laws have, from the repreſentations of that 
| honourable board, been repealed on that 


2713 
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Bur as to ſuch laws as do not directly fall 


within the above rule, againſt which no 
complaint is made, and where the board are 


doubtful of the effect they may have, it has 


always been uſual to let them lie by as proba- 
tionary, being ſtill under the power of the 


crown to be re aled, in caſe any inconve- | 


nience ſhould arife from them. 

Ir has alfo been uſual, when a law has 
contained many juſt and neceſſary proviſiotis 
for the benefit of the colony where it was 
paſſed, intermixed with ſome others liable to 
objection, to let it lie by, and give notice 


thereupon to the governor of the province, 
that it ſhould be repealed; if he did not with- 


in a reaſonable time; procure a new law, not 


liable to the ſame objections, to be ſubſtituted | 


in the place thereof, —__ | 
_ Coronres become a ftrength to their 
mother country, while they are under good 


diſcipline, while they are ſtrictly made to 


obſerve the fundamental laws of their ori- 
ginal country, and while they are kept de- 
pendent on it; but that, otherwiſe, they are 
worſe than members lopped from the body 
politic, being like offenſive arms, wreſted 
from a nation to be turned againſt it, as 
occaſion ſhall ſerve. - == 


Tut hiftory of our northern colonies fur- | 


niſhes us with but too many inſtances of the 
ruin of their advanced fettlements, from their 
leaving ſo large a country as they have un- 
cultivated and uninhabited, for fear of be- 


«tr 
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ing too near neighbours to the Spaniards or 
to the French, which has been the caſe of 
Georgia in particular. | 

THe ſteady alliance and friendſhip of the 
Indian nation is now found by experience to 
be a more important concern than ſome have 
thought it; and ought and muſt her-after 
be made the conſtant object of parliamen- 
tary conſiderations, and never more left to 
the vague, inconſiſtent, capricious, and im- 
poſitious conduct of the reſpective colonies; 
who only intoxicate theſe people, and de- 
ceive them in their traffic, which has quite 
alienated their regard and attachment; while 
our more politic enemy has ſteadily purſued 
meaſures quite the reverſe ;- and which it 
is no wonder has had the contrary effect 
to what ours have; the French having won- 
derfully ſtrengthened their intereſt and power 
in North America by means of theſe ,. 
while we have ſhamefully weakened * 
by our neglect and diſregard of the 2 
meaſures requiſite to have been taken for our 
ſecurity and preſervation. 

BR TORE 1 came to the extremities to 
which they now are, have we not long been 
apprized and alarmed from facts inconteſtable, 
of the views which the French have had 
to complete their chain of correſpondence 
and contiguity between .their colonies of 
Canada and Louiſiana? Has not their long- 

continued ſeries of overtacts, their bare-faced 


ang notorious conduct long been ſufficiently 


decla- 
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declarative of their formidable ſcheme of 
power? Had we timely cemented our friend- 
ſhip and our alliances with theſe ſavages, as 
we miſtakenly dub them, theſe ſavages might 
and would have proved ſuch a barrier to all 
our colonies on the continent, as to have 
ſaved this nation an immenſe profuſion of 
blood and treaſure; but, on the contrary, 
inſtead of engaging them in our cauſe by 
ſuch intereſting tics as is 'well known will 
influence theſe people, have we not ſuffered 
many of their tribes, who were in alliance 
with us, to be cut off by the French, to our 
eternal ſcandal? Has not this been the caſe 
of our allied Indians, the Nautches, and 
others, who inhabited near the French ſet- 
tlement on the Mifliflipi, on the back of 
Carolina and Georgia? Has not this ſhame- 
ful negle& of our Indian friends and allies 
given the other neighbouring Indians, the 
Upper and the Lower Creeks, 2 — 
an opinion of our conduct and of our under- 
ſtanding, as to play ever ſince faſt and looſe. 
with us ? Could we ever expect to eſtabliſh | 
the colony of Georgia upon a good footing of 
ſecurity without ſecuring the Indian allies 
for ever in our intereſt ? Had theſe people 
been managed as common ſenſe directs, ac: 
cording to their circumſtances and ſituation, 
their peculiar cuſtoms and uſages, and treated 
with humanity and integrity, and timely ſupe 
ported, whenever injured and inſulted by our 
national enemies, it would never have been 

* 1 
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in the power of Frante to have gained the 
aſcendaney over chem, which they apparently 


have: I mean their general aſcendancy over 
thoſe people, even from Deorgia to Nova- 
Scotia. 

Tus Colifidutorians be ſafficient to en- 


64 ele the Indian affairs, not: only to the moſt 


| ſerious conſideration of every colony, bat 
of the parliament of Great Britain itſelf, 
_ who ought to have the direction of a matter 
of ſuch conſequence. For nothing leſs will 
theſe colonies from deſtruction but a 
forraidable Indian barrier; and this barrier 
muſt be ſupported” and "maintained by a 
_ conſtant and ſufficient fund raiſed in the 

colonies for that pu 1 and wiſely, in- 
Volably, and religiouſſy apphed to the de- 
f 5 Toe! which the ſame hall be appropri- 


Nas are theſe- the only: means that we 
humbly apprehend to be indifpenſably ne- 
— be taken with thoſe people, The 
wiſe men amongſt them (and they have 

uch) have repeatedly declared their 
abhorrence and deteſtation of the practice of 
intoxicating*their people with our ſpirituous 
liquors. Our enemies practiſe the reverſe ; 
they cherith- them in ſobriety ; and repre- 
ſent the Engliſh to them as a deſigning 
wicked people, who can, by their miſchiev- 
des and ' mebriating kquors put them ont 
bf their ſenſes when they pleaſe, in order td 


URS. them, as wel in their eommeree 
as 
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as their treaties , and this has too often been 


the caſe, in regard to matters of trade; and 
when the Indians have, in their ſobriety, 
diſcovered the cheat upon individuals, the 
fraud has ſpread itſelf, among the whole 
tribe; this has made impreſſions upon them, 
ſo diſadvantageous to our intereſts, that their 
wiſe men have rather choſe to treat with 
France than with us, and to ally themſelves 
with the fair and ſober dealers, than with 
thoſe who, they ſay, make them mad, in 
order to take advantage of them. Theſr 
are ſome of the practices, 2 ve 
have loſt the attachment of thoſe people. 
Turse Indian 
their creator no leſs than we Europeans; and 


if we conſider ourſelves in the ſtate of an- 
and Scots, we ſhall 


cient Britons, - Picts, 
find little difference. Traffic and ſcience has 
civikzed us; and thoſe indians have wnder- 
ſtandings. capable of equalling us. For al- 
though they are bred, as we have heretofore 


been, under the darkeſt ignorance; yet 


a bright and radiant genius [diſplays itſelf 
through thaſe opake clouds. None of the 
greateſt Raman heroes have diſcoverd a 
greater affe tion and attachment to the in- 


tereſt and glory of their reſpective countries, 


or a greater contempt of death, than thoſe 
people, wien liberty is in competition. Qur 
Indians have even out- done the Romans in 


this particular; ſome of the greateſt: of theſe fn 8 
we W known. to murder themſelves, a 


avoid 


people bear the * 8 


— 
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avoid ſhame or torments; but theſe In- 
Alans have contemptuouſly refuſed to die 
meanly, when they thought their country's 


honour would be at ſtake by it: they have 
given their bodies willingly to the moſt cruel 
.\>  torments of their enemies, to ſhew, as they 
have declared, that the Five Nations con- 
tiſted of men -whoſe courage and reſolution 

could not be ſhaken. VL, 
| Bourit muſt be ſaid, to our eternal ſhame 

* and ĩ 


Chriſtians, have debauched and viciated the 
natural honeſt and ſober morals of theſe 
Barbarians; we having not only defrauded 
them by diſhoneſt weights and meaſures in 
our :trafficable concerns with them, but we 
have too oſten neglected to protect them as 
\ friengs and allies againſt our enemy. Is it 
to be admited, therefore, that they are ſo 
difficult to be retained in our intereſt? eſpe- 
cCilally when the French treat them with the 
eontrary conduct? While our enem̃ies pique 
themſelves on treating the Indians with the 
ſtricteſt regard to truth, integrity, and ho- 
our; while our enemies treat them with 
ſmall wines, to preſerve their ſobriety, and 
make them the more ſenſible of their good 
treatment, and not with inebriating ſpirits, 
the better to deceive and over- reach them; 
while the French employ their religious 
emiflaries to inſtil the principles of their re- 
| ligion into them; and their people to inter- 
matry with them; while they repreſent the 


miny, that we Chriſtians, we Britiſh 
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Engliſh and: their religion as heretical; dan- 
gerous, and even damnable ; while our ene- 
mies are indefatigable in making every im- 
preſſion upon them, hoth moral and religi- 
gious, to ur diſadvantage ; and we take 
sto make ourſelves no leſs odious to them 


dy our conduct, than our enemies repreſent 


us; how can we reaſonably expect to attach 
T: theſe ple to our cauſe, when it ig ſet be- 

fore — as the worſt and moſt inĩquitous; 
and we take no pains to convince them of the 
impoſition? But, | 
r we continue ſo indolent, indifferent, 
and impolitic with relation to thoſe Indian 
nations, and the French ſhall effectually gain 
them over to their intereſt, their religion, 
and their ſyſtem of policy, it will not be in 
our power to ſecure our intereſt upon the con- 
tinent of America, without being at the expence 
of a ſtanding army from even Georgia to No- 
va Scotia; Be. if the Indians are drawn off 
from our alliance, and their weight is thrown 
abſolutely into the French ſcale ; if the French 
beſides. — a well diſciplined militia, and 
ſhall inſttuct thoſe Indians in the art of war; 
will not thoſe Britiſh colonies be gver in a 
precarious ſituation, and likely to fall into 
the hands of France? Nor are we at all ac- 
quainted with the ſtrength of France to the 
moſt weſtern parts. So that; if we do not at- 
tach Indian ſtates to our alliance and 
friendſnip upon ties far more intereſting, en- 
gaging, * obligatory than thoſe that ariſe 
Vox. I. 3 42 ftom 
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from mean - preſents :' and thoſe 
ſuch too that often influence thoſe people to 

our disfayvour, our ſettlements in this part of 
America will not be tenable; our whole 
| commerce and navigation to this (| pacious 
5 continent will be inevitably loſt, and it's in- 
Ce. valuable treaſures thrown into the — of 
our antient enemy. 8 
Wx ſeem to forget alſo the! contiguity of 
the Mexican Gulph to the Meſſaſippi; and 
appear unapprehenſive of danger from that 
uarter :- whereas, if the Spaniards join the 
French, in their Louifianian views the 
Mefalip i to Nova Scotia, and exert their 
united force there from the Havanna and 
St. Auguſtine on the one ſide, while the 
French attack our colonies on the other, in 
the north, great muſt prove our dithcultics 
to defend out ſelves, t the Indian aid 
and aſſiſtance: and, therefore, if we had an- 
other able general to head a ſufficient body of 
| on this fide, to act in concert with 
ford London, it might not be leſs neotſſary. 

Taz town of Annapolis Royal in Nova f 
Scotia has been always reckoned as a barrier f 

. to the colonies of New England, and is cer- 
tainly of the laſt im to t the 
French from joining, in time of war, with 
the vaſtern In enher by land, or by fea. 
In queen Atine's war, while this was in 
__ the hands of the French, it actually proved, 
as the ingenious Mr. Dummer juſtly ſtiles it, 
* Dunkirk of _ part of — 
g World; 


| 8 colony, more eſpecially fince they 
| the French from. Cape Breton had taken and 
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world; continually harbouring fleets of pri- 
vateers and French cruizers, to the ruin of 


our-fiſheries, and the foreign trade of all the 
Britiſn northern colonies; and which will in- 

evitably be the caſe again, if France is ever ſuf- 
tered to obtain the whole, or any part of this 


e poſſeſſed of Cape Breton, In 1744, after 


burnt Canſo,. at the eaſt end almoſt of Nova 
Scotia, their Indians alarmed Annapolis for a 
month together, by threatening a general aſ- 
fault, and providing ſcaling-ladders, but, the 
iſon happening opportunely to be re-in- 
Ferns, they: retired. - Wherefore, the near 
neighbourhood of Cape Breton to our colony 
of Nova Scotia is of . itſelf ſufficient to alarm 
us, without ſuffering them to encroach an 
inch upon our Dunkirk of North America; 
which! would ſo add to the ſtrength of the 
French, and weaken that of the Engliſh 
there, that we ſhould be ever liable to inſults, 
and our ons in that part ever rendered 
precarious. And, therefore, ſhould not euery 
— be exerted to Nr our 


* 2 here been many other cauſes that | 
W contributed to the preſent ſtate of our 
affaits on the continent of America. Thoſe 
who have been entruſted with the chief 
power in our colonies have granted ſuch large 


—_ Oy ns, as well to themſelves as to 


E. 4 others, 
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others, that many planters have been, and are 
at ; preſent, prevented, from enlarging their 
, whereby the encreaſed ſettlers 
Ds been. obſtructed, and people in general 
diſcouraged from going thither as formerly. 
It has long been matter of great complaint, 
that in moſt of our colonies there is no land, 
though in moſt of them there are ſuch vaſt 
quantities uncultivated, left near any ſettle- 
ment, that is un r N or not granted to 
ſome particul on; which well merits 
the attention ns we rf wa public wiſdom ; whether 
we confider the loſs 1 has already enſued, 
and muſt enſue to this kingdom, by ſuch 
large tracts of land remaining uncultivated; 
and which the pr ors either cannot or 
will not ſettle and plant, or ſell, bat on moſt 
exorbitant terms. # 
- Is not this repugnant to the intention of the 
crown ? Were not: theſe grants of land given 
to be cultivated, not monopolized, in order 
to raiſe, their value upon their induſtrious 
whoſe lands are contiguous to them, 
and who would gladly [cultivate them ſo as 
to render them beneficial: to the nation as 
well as themſelves ? Have not the grants of 
ſuch tracts of land been too often procured 
on very caſy terms, and frequently upon 
wrong ſuggeſtions ? Do not many hold thou- 
ſands of ' acres a- piece, and thoſe largely ſur - 
veyed ? Some patents are faid. to contain 
; e the ä of land mentioned, or 
7 intended 


———c Ro 


hana, which has eſtabliſhed ſuch a formid- 
able degree of power, as will not eaſily be 
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intended to be granted. Is not this the cauſe 
that ſo many thouſand acres of land have been. 
taken up, but not planted? Has not this 
drove away the inhabitants, and ſervants bred 
to planting ? Have not theſe unwarrantable 


practices left our frontiers naked of people to 
defend them - againſt the enemies, and our 


diſtance from the Indians the greater? 

Tux French ſuffer nothing of this kind in 
their plantations. — They oblige every ſhip 
bound to any of their colonies, to carry ſuch 
a number of. perſons, in proportion to it's 
tonnage, paſlage free; not permitting any 
perſon to take up more land than he ſhall ac- 
tually plant and manure, within a limited 
time; and furniſhing perſons, who will be- 
come ſettlers, with negroes, and all requi- 
lites for the making ſettlements, upon oblig- 
ing them to repay only to the public out o 
the produce, one third of what is produced, 
till thereby the ſum advanced fhall be fully 
repaid. Have not theſe, amongſt other wiſe 


meaſures, occaſioned the rapid progreſs that 


the French have made, in their American 
commerce, and the great force they have ob - 
tained there, to our preſent mortification ? 
Has not French policy abſolutely ſettled a 
correſpondence between Canada and Loui- 


eraſed, or reduced, I am afraid, within ſuch 
bounds as will render our colonies ſecure 
from their perpetual inſults and invaſions? 

His zr ö 
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unleſs we take quite other enſures: than 
ſeem to be thought of. 

ANnoTHER cauſe of the preſent pation 
of our affairs. in America fans to be the un- 
ſkilful adminiſtration (not to call it worſe) 
of thoſe who have been too frequently ap- 
pointed - governors of many of our planta- 

tions. We will not ſay that all who go 
_ thither, like thoſe in David's camp, have 
been in debt, or diſtreſs, and conſequently, 
unfit to advance matters of public intereſt ; 
but we may, perhaps, find ſome who can 
inform us, that in time of war, the Indians 
our enemies, have been ſupplied with pow- 
der and ball, the French with proviſions, 
and the Spaniards with naval ſtores. The- 

miſtocles, we know, ſaid, that he could not 
| play on 2 fiddle, but underſtood how to 
to make a little city a great one: but of our 


fiddling gentlemen, our colony - governors, 
by kreping up parties and factions, and op- 


preſſing people under colour of his Majeſty 8 
authority,” 5 made flouriſhing colonies 
poor ones, and ſtrong ones weak and impo- 
tent. Nor have we ſcarce ever heard of any 
that have been acquainted with commerce, 
although they were to be the proteQurs of a 
commercial colony! | 
Wer have another ſet. Kaden too, who - 
ate ſettled in every province, by commiſſions 
| from Engl _—_ but without any . — 
nexed to powers wherew! 
re: inveſted. Thaw” are judges, advocates, 
regiſters, 
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regiſters, and marſhals of the admiralty, who 
having nothing to depend upon but the fees. 
of court, and being altogether unqualifie for 
ſuch employments, by promoting litigious 
actions, and pronouncing unjuſt decrees, have 
brought our trade under a very ſenfible de- 
cay. Is it not to be greatly lamented that ſo 
uſeful a court, in theſe parts, ſhould not, 
have been better eſtabliſhed? If our miniſters 
of ſtate conſidered how. greatly the intereſt 
and honour of the nation depends upon the 
proſperity and ſecurity of our plantations, 
and, at the ſame time, what diſcourage- 
ments they lie under by the conduct of vo- 
lunteer governars, judges; c. many of whom 
have been known to uſe their wal 9 as 
ſome do letters of repriſals, they would take 
care to prevent ſuch grievances. _ 

Non has a dependence upon the ſecurity | 
and preſervation of our continent colonies, 
without erecting a proper range of forts, 
proved the leaſt of our miſtakes. 

CERTAIN it is, that the crown of Eng- 
land has not hitherto been ſparing in expence 
to cheriſh thoſe important plantations, in or- 
der to raiſe them to the height to which 
they have arrived; and therefore thoſe plan- 
tations themſelves ſhould not haye Nees 
lukewarm, when it has been in their power, 
in regard to their own ſafety and — 7 85 
The people of England are — ſuffici- 
ently incumbered with taxes. The colonies, 


therefore q themſelves ſhould have contributed 
F f + | chear- — 


| [ 449 ] 
chearfully towards the expence neceſſary for 
the regulation of their Indian trade, the at- 
tachment of thoſe allies, and the ſecurity of 
their frontiers ; for it was-full time for them 
to have had a watchful eye over their own 
preſervation, and not expect to hang for 
ever on the breaſt of their mother coun- 


Ir has, therefore, ſeveral years ſince been 
recommended by thoſe who have been well 
acquainted with the intereſt of thoſe colo- 
nies, and 'to have had their ſecurity and 
proſperity at heart: | 
1. TuarT the colonies themſelves ſhould 
have been obliged to have taken care in time to 
have had ſuch a range of regular fortifications 
and-block-houſes as were abſolutely neceſſary 
to have been erected on. the frontiers for their 
ſecurity and preſervation, and magazines of 
all kinds of warlike ſtores, both for the 
offenſive and defenſive, - with ſnqw-ſhoes, 
ſmall hatchets, c. 
2. THAT this ſhould have been timely 
done, in particular to have protected our 
more northern colonies, 'and to have facili- 
tated a deſcent upon Canada, when occaſion 


— 


required. 8 

3. TyaT commiſſioners ſhould have been 
appointed from all the colonies annually at 
New-YoRt and AL BAN, in order to ſettle 
their repective -quota's towards the general 
expence, for erecting all ſuch _ — 
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block-houſes as were abſolutely neceſſary in 
thoſe parts. 5 K 511 4 
4. Tnar theſe forts ſhould have con- 
tained a proper number of well-diſciplined 
Highlanders, and the block-houſes a due 
number of Indians; and that both ſhould 
have contained a competent number of 
both in times of peace and war. 

5. THAT all the lands from ForxT Ni- 
CHOLAS and Fox r ANNE; that is, all the 
lands upon the CarryinG PLACE, and 
thoſe adjacent, ſhould have been ſet apart for 
the uſe of ſuch regular troops as would have 
ſettled there, and ſhould have been pro- 
perly aſſiſted in their ſettling for the firſt 
two or three years; each man and his wife 
having (we will ſuppoſe an hundred acres, 
and each fingleperſon fifty acres of land) with- 
out fee or reward, *' | 

6. THAT near this fort there ſhould have 
been timely erected ſmall BLOCk-Houszs, 


ſufficient to have contained a due number of 


our Indian allies from the fix nations, who 
ſhould have been relieved and regulated in 
ſuch manner as the ſix nations themſelves had 
thought moſt open | 

7. THAT thoſe commiſſioners jointly had 
been impowered to have lain out lands (not 
already granted) moſt conveniently ſituated 
for a good frontier ; and that theſe lands had 
been laid out in townſhips after the Nxw- 
ENGLAND manner, for a competent num- 
ber of families, to have been granted them 


and 
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and their "heirs, for ten years at leaft, clear 
of all taxes and quit-rents. | 

8. TuaT in each of theſe bee 
Would have been erected a ſtrong ich, 
with loop-holes, - with a few beld-pieces ; 
which might _ — for a retreat upon 
occaſion. 

9. Tuar a ing of 'BLOCK-HOUSES 
ſhould” have been | erected, ſo as to have 
made the communication, or an alarm, from 
one or block-houſe to another eaſy, 
by ſmoaks diſpoſed in the day- 
time, or by owing up a number of rockets, 

or firing great guns in the night-time *, 
Such an t would be of great 
uſe in time of war, as the Indians never at- 


tack but by ſurprize, and would greatly diſ- 
courage the of the Indian enemies, 
as it would keep our own garriſons upon the 
> ny and our bene — to their 
9 E. 41 — 
— 1 — — — — 
to ha th 
Albany e ler = . 
1 2 44 ing diſcovered — out- 
: upon 7 if in the day · time, let there 
ak, and one great gun fired: which, if 
iſons, 1 party would hardly 
pon what courle the party might 
, tw to f 
proper ik & a 0 th 
de t out 
courſe hn he eg, 65 a — 
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10. THAT | 
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10. Tah im each of the ſix nations 
af Indians there had been built a fort of 
ſome kind or other, where and in what 
manner that N nation ſhould beſt 
1 : mo: vd. 

11. THAT: in the eee en 
whinee. their general councils are held, and 
the archieves of the ſix nations are preſerved, 
ſomething more than common had been erec- 
ted: this would have done hondur to the Britiſh 
nation among thoſe people, and greatly en- 
couraged them, eſpecially in time of war; 
and vyhile their old men, women, and chil- 
dren are ſecure in a fort, with a party of 
Chriſtians; their excurſions would be more 
free and frequent: but this ſecurity ought 
to be left altogether to their own choice, 
whether by: g one fingle- fortification - 
for the retreat of the whole, (the SexzCaAs 
I ſhould chuſe, being a fine country, where 

t encouragement.ought to be to 
ſettlers, and where the Indians are leſs tainted 
with Chriſtian vices) or, whether each nation 
ſhould have theit PO. er r Pas 
curity. 7 io O04 | 

"WHaT has hitherto our * 
dians in their excurſions againſt the enemy 
is, in a great meaſure, owing to the a 
henſions of having their caſtles cut off in 
abſence; with this they have, before the wag, 
been often threatened, and had nothing to truſt 
to but their heels; and ing prevented thg 
attempt but the reſolutions of the Cacux A- 

WAGES, 
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WAGES, their principal fighters (but deſerters 
from our Momawsxs) not to ſpill the blood 
of their relations and countrymen. 
Tx villainous treatment theſe people have 
met with at Albany from the —— 
they are called, me the: original cauſe of 
— deſertion of thoſe people; and, doubt- 
lefs, for the lame mn 1 
ſerted. | 
|  Wuence: arms 1 tf libre, that 
| ihe proper aiguligicn df che trade be- 
, tween the Indians and the Engliſh, all other 
| endeavours, on the fide of the latter to pre- 
ſerve the friendſhip of the former, will avail 
but little. We ſhall not, at preſent, enter 
into a detail of the great injuries done by the 
| Engliſh to the Indians, in their intercourſe 
of commerce: certain it is, that theſe poor 
people have for many years been under the 
direction of Albany, who have ſhamefully 
deceived and defrauded them, which is too 
notorious to be gainſaid: inſtances in abun- 
dance might be produced, but they are really 
too ſhocking to relate Theſe have been a 
reat cauſe of the alienation of the Indian 
iendſhip, and now we experience calami- 
ties in our turn.— And 1 3 for 3 
cars Joudly complained of theſe things, 
2 pe iy ds 4 us 4 the unhappy conſe- 
bn Bon hereof all which have come to 
mol this it is to diſregard the ſentiment of 
In impartial man, whoſe declarations, ſeven 
py "80, were treated by the ſhort-ſigh 2 


[ 445 ] 


and the prejudiced, as viſionary apprehen2 
ſions; and they may now be well aſhamed 
of their political diſcernment, that a private 
by- ſtander ſhould ſee more than ſome game- 
ſters. HE + Ba. 
Non is this our treacherous treatment of 
the Indian nations a new thing, as appears 
from the following preamble to an a& of 
liament 'of the 13th of queen Anne— 
ut we have not heard of any act of the 
like kind ſince, though the miſchief has 
been daily encreaſing. IM, 
© WHEREAS great endeavours, ſays the 
«©: ſaid act, have, from time to time, been 
* uſed by her majeſty's governors and com- 
% manders in chief of this colony, to ſettle 
* a; trade, and to have commerce with 
% ſuch Indian nations as lived beyond our 
five confederated nations; which, in pro- 
* ceſs of time, might not only be very ad- 
««  vantageous, but alſo of great ſecurity to 
© the frontiers of this colony, at or near Al- 
„ .bany, in time of war; and ſeveral of the 
e faid Indians being lately come. to the city 
*« of Albany, in order to trade with the in- 
te habitants thereof; but ſeveral private per- 
«© ſons, not regarding the sAFETY or Tails 
* COLONY, but only deſigning their own 
private lucre, have and do daily uſe many 
indirect means to engroſs the trade into 
{© their hands, by their contrivances with 
* thoſe who. are employed by the: ſaid In- 
« dians to carry them in their 3 
& cc as 
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* Albany; and, having once gotten the 
55 „ beavers, or other furs of the ſaid 
dans; in their - hinder them 
5 king the beſt of their markets, to 
ic the ruin of the ſaid trade, and the alienation 
of the affections of the faid Indians from 
this colony and, inſtead of ſecuring the 
0 friendſhip 0 the ſaid Indians, will, if 
6. not y cauſe chen to rv ENE= 
„ MIES, . &. 
Tus chief principles to be lid down in 
the management of our Indian affairs are, 
firſt,” by all means to endeavour to under- 
ſell the; French; and the next is, to do 
juſtice to the Indians in all our trafficable con- 
cerns with them. | 
; ee trade 
being under the direction of the peo- 
| ple-of Albany, who are moſt of them traders 
der handlers, and whoſe intereſt it is to take 
all advantage of thoſe poor people, and that 
with impunity, as they have nobody to com- 
plain to, e tra- 
ders themſelves, and, er- og Crt» 


— . 
— 88 


minis: 
SiikricheGumeiia Taree: be undet 
the direction of one fingle perſon of capacity 


und in ty, of his 's appointment, 
| Tring L behaviour, with an handſome 
allowance, and cheoks-over. him, for 
che Indians to make their complaints to, in 
/ caſe of | need; with full power: to do them 
damm juſtice on all occaions | 


3. THAT 
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3. THAT the ſaid ſuperintendant be de- 
barred trading directly, or indirectiy, under 
the ſevereſt penalties. | 

4. Tur he take his inſtructions from the ö 
governor and council; and report to them, 
at fixed times, the true ſtate of our Indian 
affalrs, in order to be laid before His Majeſty, 
or the board of trade. 

F. THAT he be obliged to make a tour 
through the ſix nations, once a year at leaſt, 
with a proper equipage, and ſome ſmall 
-fents 1 z when and wierd 
he may receive complituits and redreſs grie- 
vances. 0 
6. Ix order to ſave the conn theexpencs 
of ſich an officer, it may be adviſcable, that, 
as there are two ſurveyors-general of the cuſ- 
toms upon this continent, at an allowance of 
2 guinea a day, and 60 l. — each 
22 — clerk, of ei- 
ther, that — — 
one ſurveyor- general being ſufficient here for 
all the purpoſes of the cuſtoms, thoſe officers 
being rather in the nature of 
cers ; their chief buſineſs being to prevent 
— being imported from any 

— Fs 2 and 
to . exportation of the enumerated 
commodities to any parts but to Great Bri- 
tain, $0.-Phelo — there bythe 
'officers,nor accounts worth men- 
doning 10 comtroal ſo that it ſeenis, one of 


preventive oft». 


thoſe 


1481 
thoſe at leaſt, may be well ſpared for the 
above good purpoſe. | 

7. THAT there be an handſome allowance 
made for two interpreters at leaſt ;- one, in- 
deed, for each nation, might not be too 
much, and one of them always to attend the 
principal officer; for want of inter- 
bog I fear, we have often — 
and impoſed upon; and, therefore, if ſome 
of the young Indians were bred to read and 
write Engliſh, and our people bred from 
their infancy amongſt the Indians to the per- 
fe& underſtanding of their language amongſt 
the wiſe men, the deceit might in future, be 
happily prevented, and be productive of well 
cemented friendſhips and alliances. 

. 8, Taar every perſon employed by the 
public in this ſervice, be prohibited trading, 
directly or indirectly, under ſevere / penalties, 
and give ſecurity for the due execution of his 
duty; and be on oath obliged to repreſent 
faithfully, every grievance, which, he con- 
ceives, the Indians meet with from = tra- 
ders. As monopolies in general are the bane 
of trade, this commerce ſhould be open and 
free for all His Majeſty's ſubjects ; when 
it is, a number of buſh - „as the 
Dutch call them, and the French coureurs 
de bois, who ate indefatigable to prevent 
theſe ſort of people, are created: theſe are a 
ſet of men, who, from their acquaintance with 
the woods and the Indians, are importantly 


uſeful 


Z [49] 
uſefül upon many” oe occaſions, eſpecially in 


times of war, | 
; OY That 175 be logged in the hands of the | 
ents for t tpoſe Indian 8 
to the 175 of — 2 N und | 5 
which they are to diſpoſe of for the. ut, of the | 
being Ing to invoices Anon * ork, 
the eier of the good 8, as well as of 
and ſkins, and by no means to ex- 
— furcher upon tlie lodians. This is the 
method, and indeed, perhaps, the only. Pcs 
that we bumhly conceive, can ber taken, by 
which we can Anderl the French'in our o& 
dian commerce: and something like this is the 
method taken in the government of New Eng- 
land; which is in the following mannet, viz; 
By an act of 12 of Geb. I. it is enacted, 
* That proviſions, cloathing, &c. ſuitable for 
s 282 on trade with . Indians, not ex- 
** value of 40001. be procured at 
the Foggy Kao charge of the province, ng 
« the . 6 151 for ſupplying the In- 
« dan, 'by fick® petſons as ſhalf be an- 
r e =o &c. and likewiſe annually 
« inert. fair accoonts of their proceedin $3 
. which N 80 ſhall be lodg to the e: 


8 wurg. 
Aber a ſuitable perſon” be choſen an- 
at each of the 1 where any of 
* 140 goods are lodged, Which truck-maſters 
8 be under oa and Chat ſufficient ſe- 
rity for the faithful” of that 
4 „ Gu, and ſuck inſtructions as Sc ſhalt 
Vor. I, —_ - - te- 


c 1 
r 
* 9 * 9 * 1 
* 
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<<. receive from time to time ; and ſhall keep 
te fair accounts of their trade and dealings 
with the Indians; and ſhall return the 


* 


* ſame, together with the produce, to the 


« perſon, or perſons, ho ſhall be appointed 


< to ſupply, them with goods. And they 
** ſhall not trade with the Indians, directly or 
% indirectly. That the truck-maſters ell 
« to the Indians at the price ſet in the in- 
4 voices ſent them, from time to time, with- 
« out any advance thereon ; and ſhall allow 
*, the Indians for their'furry, and other goods, 
* as the markets ſhall, be at Boſton, accord- 


& ing to the lateſt advices from hy perſon or 
fo 


© perſons that hall ü them for the ſame 
* commodities of equal goodneſs. . 
Ry to be given to the Indians in mo- 
1 derate quantities, by the truck - maſters 
WWW RET DO EO 
XA. 2714 1 be ene 
No perſon whatſoeyer other than the 


* truck-maſters, and they only, as ſuch, 


" 


ſhall, or may preſume. by themſelves, or 


«< any other for them, directly, or jndireRtly, 
<\to ſell, truck, or exchange, with any In- 


* - ff 
A 


« dian, or Indians, any wares, merchandiſes, 


*,'or . proviſions, within fix. miles of any 
te truck-houſe, &c. on penalty of forfeiting 
* $501. or fix months impriſonment.” r 
W Han our Indian trade in general, been un- 
der ſuch à regulation, and the law duly 
executed, we ſhould, not have alienated the 
regards of thoſe people, whoſe friendſhip at 
this time is ſo importantly intereſting : and 
. „ 


4! 
it is to be hoped, that this will never hereafiet 


be diſregarded. 
10. A GRAND commercial falr to be kept 


annually among | the fix nations, altetnately, 


would prove W 7 uſeful; to begin firſt 
in the Onondago country, and Hext year in 
the Seneca country, &c. of which all the na- 
tions far and near may have due notice; 


and whete the ſuperintendant, or infpector- 
general before humbly propoſed, ſhould al- 
ways attend: and 1 4 1 of goods be- 
ing fixed from the lateſt invoices from NR w- 


vokk, it would prove a great inducement 


to the ' diſtant Indian nations, as well as 
of our own, to reſort thither, and purchaſe, 
and this would, at the ſame time, be a check 
upon the handlers at Olwego, and elſe- 
where. 

Oux eſſential article in our trade with 
the Indians, and upon which, in a great 
meaſure, the whole de pends, has been hi- 
therto much neglected on our part; and that 
is, the Indians have from us the cheapeſt 
arms and ammunition for their hunting, 
which are the worſt in the world: the French, 
on the. contrary, take the utmoſt care to ſup- 
ply them with what is really good, and at 
a cheaper rate than we can afford the worſt 


of ours: ſuch is their policy, that they diſ- 


regard-a loſs upon an, occaſion that ſo highly 
obliges the Indians, and attaches them ſo 
much to their intereſt.” By theſe means it is 
no wonder they ſhould underſell us in this eſ- 

G 8 2 | featial 
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4² 
ſential article, unleſs ſome effectual methods 
ſhould be füllen upon to prevent it: fot this 

F- purpoſe the French purchaſe the moſt engag- 
= ing Indian commodities, both in Holland and 
2 England. The Indians muſt have good 
arms and ammunition, and where the beſt 
are, to them will they reſort for the pur- 
chaſe; and this is angther cauſe of their bias 
| to the French, and their lukewarmneſs to- 
Wards the Engliſh intereft,' Had we got the 
better of this article particularly, but a few 
years ago, we might have laid a ſure foun- 


1 dation to have reſery 5 their | Inviolable 
. friendſhip : but this, like the enumerated 


other articles, have made impreſſions to our 
diſadvantage, not eaſily to be eradicated. 

As Typplying the Indians as cheap with 
arms and ammunition as the French have 
done in. times of peace; will be attended with 
a yearly expence, there ſhould be.a ſcheme 
prepared for each colony's paying their pro- 
portion towards the fame. For moff certain 
it is, that if ever New-Ypgx, ALBANY, 
and Hipson's riyer ſhould get into French 
hands, the loſs of our other colonies ſeems 
to be inevitable; and while thoſe are well 


I ſecured, all the more; northern colonies will 
© - be ſo too, In anſwer to that trite objection, 
a PE 59 Oye wer. t , 
43 viz. that as theſe more northern colonies 
pd z the commerce to this part Imean- ff * 
3 ing New York and Albany] they ought to : 
I be at all the expence: we anſwer; let 

? each contributing colony have its townſhip BY | 
3 e ee e | ex 


upon the frontiers, with proper magazines, 
and one or more trading-houſes, and jd 
ſtock ; and let them have their ſhare in the 


trade, and then let them contribute their 


quota's to the needful we : but if the 
preſervation and ſecurity 


trade, but to their very being and exiſtence, 
as Engliſh colonies, why ſhould they heſi- 
tate to bear their proportion of the expence ? 
But when the government of theſe cologies, 
ſhall come under the care, controul, and 
protection of the parliament, they muſt, for 
the common ſafety, be obliged to aequieſce 
in all 8 meaſures; and if they had 
been ſo ſooner, we ͤſhould have avoided that 
expence of blood and: treaſure to which we 
ſhall be now put for their ſecurity. - 

Ix juſtice to the people of Næœ- Nori it 
ſhould hot be forgot, that they have been 


at an infinite expence, upon the whole, from 


the „in fortifying, and in preſents 
to the Indians; with very little aſſiſtance from 


their neighbouring colonies; a burden which 
that province alone has ſcarce been able to 
ſuſtain; and is -m6ſt' unreaſonable, as wy 
other colony upon the continent is, in ſome 
degree, «concerned in the'prefervation of the 
friendſhip of the Indians, and the 'fecurity of 
28 that has been done, 
things | by halves: but whenever theſe 'co- 
lonies ſhall be obliged to unite; for this and 

07 "> WF Y other 


all are at ſtake, 
with regard not only to the whole general 
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other neceſſary pur poſes, according to to the 


dictates of the 8 of England, our 
Indian affairs will» wear quite another aſp; 

Such a confederacy would unfpeakably en- 
S gur Indians, ſtrike a terror to the 
French hereafter, and prevent thoſe inſup- 


portable inſults and encroachments,. which 


| they will make again with r. in 
time of peace. 

Alox ſeries of ill 2 from the wradets 
has given the Indians but a very indifferent 
qpinion of our morals. They of themſelves 
are naturally very honeſt and faithful; ſuch 
at leaſt who have not been debauched by the 
Chriſtians. It will, therefore, want ſome 
addreſs, as well as expence, to recovet our 
character, and permanent intereſt with theſe 
people. Mi. 

„Sox . indeed,; * been taken 
towards this ſalutary end; but they have all 
proved fruitleſs and inadequate to the good 
intent. His majeſty ſent the following in- 
K&ructions, upon this very occaſion, to the 
late governort : Matggomery! in the | year 
esd l. 276 n 

1 3 ey 18. * bend it "ix been 
*..thought. requiſite, that the general ſecu- 
[rity of our plantations upon = continent 
off America be provided for by a contri- 
_ **, bution, in proportioti to the reſpective abi- 
4 lities of each plantation: and whereas the 
#*. northern 3 of the: province of Neu- 
$i 1 * moſt or to an enemy, 


00 do 


[- 485 ] 


« dos require an extraordinary charge for 


« the -ereQting and maintaining of 'ForTs 


neceſſury for the defence thereof: and 
«whereas orders were given by king Wil- 


„iam III. for the advancing 5001. ſterling, 
“ towards a fort in the Onatidags' country, 
and of 2000 l. ſterling, towards building 
«the forts at Albany and Schenectady; and 
& likewiſe by letters under his royal ſign 
% manual, directed to the governors of di- 
e vers of the plantations, to recommend to 
the council and general aſſemblies of the 
« ſaid plantations, that they reſpectively 
« furniſh a proportionable ſum towards the 


© fortifications on the northern frontiers of 


4 our ſaid N of Or viz. 


g 8 | I. 

wy "Rupees aun abs Provipence 

* plantations = 3 3 

* Com gc TIcur - 1% enge 

© PENSYLVANIA' | = 330 

* MARYLAND =- = = ©- 650 

0 bee EN = UE» 900 
— 


Ng l 710 © Making together. 2900 


70 þ J * 1 
* 11 4 1 — * 


ee Aan 8 bes: thought «fir to 
„direct, that you alſo ſiguify to our 
*-vince of ;NovasCzſarea, or Neu- Jerſey, 
that the ſums which we have at preſent 
6} thought fit to be contributed by them, if 
not already done, in to what 
has been directed to be ſupplied by our 


G g 4 ©* other 
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other, . plantations. as gſoreſaid are 250 l. 


= ſtecling for the diviſion of Ea, New- 


4 Jerſey, and 2501. ſterling for, the divi- 


fon of i. Neu- Jerſey: You are, there- 
* fore, to inform elf what has been 
6. „done 2 what remains farther 


eto he done, and —— — 
4 of to us, and to our commiſſiqners for 
cc made and. plantations, as aforeſaid, = 
84. Aup you are alſo, in our name, 
4 inſtantly to recommend to our council, 
cc and the general aſſembly of our ſaid pro- 
**/ VICE of. Neu New-York, that they __ the 
<« utmoſt of their power in . 


for preparing. erecting, and — 
of ſuch forts in all of that province 
*© as yon and they ſhall agree upbn. : 
" "85:1 AND. you are likewiſe to fignify to 
F. = faid council, and the ſaid general aſ- 
* fembly, that for further encouragement, that 
6 hefides the contributions to be made to- 


_ * wards the raiſing and maintaining of FORTS 


* AND FORTIFICATIONS on that frontier, 
Bt aboye-mentioried,” it is our will and 

e pleaſure, in caſe the ſaid frontier, be at 
** atly time invadefl by an enemy, the 
. nei + colonics and plantations upon 
the continent ſhall make good in men, 


ort money in lieu thereof, their quota of 


TFT affiltarce, e 10 the ollowng e 
partition, 
Ti 0 va 5c * ot =_ 1 by oy 


Mas- 


13 170 22 
* 


17 ] 


* 1 2 * 1 ' "4 , 0 8 Men. 
% MAS8ACHUSETT's-BAY, ,= 350. 
% NEw-HAMPSBIRE = — 40 


& Rhode-Ifland - =» — — 48 
„ -CONNECTICUTT = - - 120 


« New-Yaks - >;/;.. #51. .008 
« EasT-JERSEY — — 60 
« WEST-Nxw-IrRE | = _ 60 
i© PENSYLVANIA = = - , 80 
© MARYLAND = = =... a60 
« VIRGINIA - - — 240 


Making tagether 2350 

7 PURSUANT whereunto, you are, as 
- eee requires, to call for the fame; 
and, in cafe of any invaſion upon the 
1 neighbouring plantations, :you are, upon 
10 ion of the teſpective governors 
© thereof, to be aiding and aſſiſting to them in 
the beſt manner you can, and as the con- 
* dition of your government will permit. 
From hence his majeſty's care has . 
apparent; but Why theſs inſtructions , have 


not been duly obſerved, is, that th the. conſtitu- | 
tions of theſe governments have not admitted 
zender beingdolycheyed . 


of his 

— a to the conduct of the 

colony aſſamblies for. theſe; forty. years. paſt, 
cannot fail; to obſerve, what, latte regard has 

— paid to the royal inſtructions; for as 

it has been left 2 to them, the whole 


1. erer ended only in words and altercations. 
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Bor the quota's propoſed would of late 
yeh anfwer no great end in forwarding the 
' views of ſecurity propoſed; they ought at leaſt 
to have been doubled, if not trebled; and ſo 
ififorced by a Britiſh parliament; as not to be 
diſregarded. We fhall ſay no more, at preſent, 
with reſpect to the ſecurity of theſe parts of our 
North-American colonies ; which we hearti- 
ly *defire may excite the due attention of a 
Britiſh parliament; and certainly the pre- 
ſervation of the fouthern parts of thoſe con- 
tinental colonies do not require leſs regard. 
Tux hiſtory of our northern colonies in ge- 
neral furniſhes us with but too many inſtances 


cf the ruin of their advanced ſettlements, from 


\ their leaving fo large a country as this unculti- 
vated and uninhabited, for fear of being too near 
neighbours to the Spaniards or the French. 
rtance, therefore of the ſettlement 
of Georgia muſt certainly appeat, when it 
is conſidered that it may prove the moſt 
effectual expedient poſſible for ſecuring the 
Indian nations in our intereſt; which inhabit 
the vaſt country to the weſt of Georgia; 
efpecially conſidering the views which the 
French have of the ſame kind; who thought 
in a little time to have completed that chain 
of cotreſpondence and of contiguity between 
the colonies of Canada and Louifiana, on 
Which cheir being formidable to us in North- 
Arjerica abſolutely depends; ſince, if they 
Hack finiſhed it, they would have ſurrounded 


all Sur colonies on the | continent, from 
by Nova- 


- 
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N6va-Scotia to Georgia: but, hy the effec- 
tual ſupport of this ' ſettlement on the one 
ſide; and Nova-Scotia on the other, we 
may effectually break the link of their 
intended chain, by engaging in our intereſt 
thoſe very Indian nations that are the moſt 
capable of doing them ſervice, and injuring 
ourſelves ; particulatly the faithful and heroic 
nations of the Upper and the Lower Creeks. 


Nox will the due ſupport of this colony 


prove only a barrier againſt France, but 
againſt Spain alſo, and prevent any deſtruc- 
tive union between the Spaniards and the 
French upon the Miſſiſippi, and at Fort Au- 
guſtine; and, therefore, this is matter of 
no leſs public attention than that of Nova- 
Scotia, New- Vork, and Albany. However 
much ſome have flattered themſelves that 


the near neighbourhood of the French to 


the Spaniards on the Miſſiſippi might give 
the latter umbrage, and make them more 
jealous of the conſequence than we have 
been; yet, from the ſcene of trade that the 
French have been ſuffered, by the Spaniards, 
to carty on uninterruptedly, and the vigilanteye 
they have had onthe trade of England fora little 
logwood only, does not indicate their diſſa- 
tisfaction in regard to the powerful ſettle- 
ment of the French on the Miſſiſippi: and, 
therefore ought we not to be as much on our 
guard in this part of America as any other ? 
And eſpecially ſo, if any attempts 3 


be made upon Jamaica from St. Domingo? 
- Can our Indi Yet therefore, in . 
be taken too much care of? There are other 
res too that might, and ought to have 
been taken during the laſt war, that would 
2 proved an effectual barrier to our colo- 
but they were miſtakenly and unhap- 
pür Wes which, we hope, will not 
prove the caſe this war. 


DISSERTATION X xn. 


| Flgther conflderations on the cauſes of the bre. 
e Hr 10 our fer in Aneriea. on” 


. ee to nor, 
voured to. preferye. in this ſeries of MT. 
verſion, our, great aim tends towards ſuch a 
op amongſt all his Majeſty's dominions, 
as will promote Gag mutual ſtrength and vi- 
gor, as n mays e of hem 

all z for the union 

would cement, .15 no leſt conſtitutjonal * 
commercial,” and ſuch alſo, as may the leaſt 
interfere. 7 the particular intereſt of. each 
"1 Iy relation to the conſlitation, of our con- 
tinent, colpnigs in America, it is certain, that 
nen many years conducted, the 
Paper and he nga being 
different from the regal ones; 
many diſorders and abyſes, — have proved 
no leſs detrimental to themſelves than to the 
 mother-ſtate.” That ſuch abuſes and diſor- 
ders are the'neceffiry'and unavoidable conſe- 
© © *quences 
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quences of ſuch their conſtitution ; I will not 

reſume to ſay: I am rather inclined to be- 
E that theſe governments might as well 
have ſubſiſted without theſe abuſes, provided 
a due regard had been conſtantly paid to the 
royal command and inſtructions given, from 


ueber n 28 
1 E MEAS on 14 war © UP. which 


ſome of F the charters 
granted ther the crown, are altogether 
inconfiſtent wit that dependence, as a very 
judicious gentleman * 4 obſerved, _ which 
Hey owe to their mother Country; for al- 
thefe charters entitle them to make bye- 
Ifo the better ordering their own domeſtic 
affairs ; yet they do not, Hor canpotentitle them 
ts make laws Which may obſtrüct either the 
trade of this k 6r K reſtraints and dif- 
ealties on ho FeiHBotiting colonies < for, as 
the being and power of thoſe colonies flow 
from the crown; under certain reſttictions, = 
ticularly in not paſſing any laws: inconfſi 

with the SHR and laws of this king- 
dom; ſo the vp of ſuch laws are 
only do be judged of by His M Maj ſty, or the . 
ture, as it id or Ty colonies 
candot be proper judges in their on caſe. 
Fer to ſuch exceſs have they proceeded 
in ſome of the charter governments, namely, 
in Rhode Hand and'ConneRticut, as to enact 
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rights and properties, and the regal prero- 
gate. „ Ir 1613; 302214 & 3&3 Jort | 
Ix is neither for the intereſt of the, crown; 1 
or. the whole legiſlative power of England, to 18 
prejudice the, colonies ; the common intereſt =. 
- of the nation dictates their right to all due 
encouragement: but it is to be conſidered; 
that there is a public benefit as well as a pri- JY 
vate one to be regarded ; and that all advxan- 
tages ariſing, from the colonies. to this king- 4 
dom conſiſt in their mutual dependance, and : 
that their, ſeperate intereſts would claſh. with 


” Fs 
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each other, if they, ſhall. be permitted to ex- $ 
erciſe any power, which may be contrary, to * 
the true intereſt of the mother- ſtate, or of his 3 
Majeſty's other colonies dependent , 2 
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- His Majeſty's orders, and inſtructions, are 
intended as the fole guide and meaſure of the 


9 


conduct of theſe governors of colonies that 


are more immediately dependant on the 
crown.” But has. not experience ſhewn, 
that where there are no pen 


| re' alties inflicted on 
difregard thereof, the end of government in 
Aiſtant colonies cannot be attained? If there 
be no certain regulation eſtabliſhed, whereb 

the meaſures of the government, may be ef- 


fectually executed, under colourable pre- 


teners, will not this open a door to detrimen- 
tel eneroachments upon the crown, and ac 
the inſtructions of the crown be ſuch, 
that the occaſional circumftances of affairs in 


"the colonics, put the governors under a ne- 


ceflity of deviating from fach inſtructions, is 
not that a ſufficient reaſon, why governors 
ſhould repreſent their difficulties properly to 
the crown, and propoſe remedies as emer- 
gencics may require ? But can it be confiſtent 
with that intereſting dependency that all co- 


lonies muſt have on their mother-ftate, to de- 


part from the royal or the legiſlative order of 


_ the ſtate? Since the evil conſequent on a lit- 


tle temporary delay, cannot be put in com- 
petition with that train of evils, which muſt 


ariſe from the violating thoſe falutary connec- 


tive regulations made for the general good 

vernment of the colonies, and ſafety of 
the ſubject? Has not the winking at fuch 
violation been productive of general deftruc- 


ton 
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rapine and oppreſſion on individuals? Does not 
ſuch deviation from the royal and legiſlative 
orders open a door for all fraud and encroach- 
ment, as well upon the ſubject as upon 

crown ? 


tion upon the whole, not leſs than violent 


ALTHOUGH there appears great wiſdom 


in the framing the conſtitution of our colo- 
nies, eſpecially, at the time when they were 
firſt ſettled; yet time and experience have 
ſhewn that there are ſtill many things want- 


ing to render the ſyſtem complete: there 


| ſeems a neceſſity, an indiſpenſable neceſſity 
for the aid of the legiſlature in eſtabliſhing 
the ſaid conſtitutions by law, with penalties 
on ſuch, who ſhould preſume to deviate there- 
from. The beſt of laws are no more than a 
dead letter without they are duly executed. 


| 


And what danger could ariſe from hence, | 


either relative to the prerogative of the crown, 

or the ſafety of the ſubject? | 

Tux ſtrengthening the hands of the crown, 
ſo as to guard againſt encroachments, cannot 


impede the due courſe of public buſineſs ; the 


governors of our colonies being obliged to have 


all public concerns of the colonies regiſtered- 


in the journals of council, cannot obſtruct 
the buſineſs of the crown. Thoſe being 
timely tranſmitted to our council of trade at 
home, will occaſion all things neceſſary to 
be laid occaſionally before the parliament ; 
and what is requiſite to be done, will be duly 


Vor. I. And 


and timely enforced by the authority of law). 
H h 
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And will not this regular intercourſe of buſi- 
neſs between the grand legiſlative power and 
the colonies give ſuch ſtrength and vigor to 
the latter, that they can never obtain without 
it? Has not a want of this proved one appa- 
rent, though gradual cauſe, of the preſent ca- 
hmities under which our plantations labour ? 
Tux actions of the wiſeſt men are formed 


agreeable to their informations. What may 


pear extremely wiſe and prudent, and in 
reſpects well calculated to guard the crown 
from riſe, and the ſubject from injury, 
may yet have a different tendency, as it re- 
| lates to our diſtant ſettlements; for without 


unity of deſign; without mutual relation be- 


tween the ſyſtems obſerved abroad, and at 


|| home, and a uniform and inviolable courſe 


; of proceedings, between both, it will be im- 
. poſſible to prevent the affairs of America 
from running into confuſion, or free the 
crown, and the parliament from ſurpriſe. 
Nor can this, we humbly apprehend, be ever 
| effeQually prevented in any other manner 
than by the aid of parliament, in eſtabliſhing 
an invariable rule of conſtant and timely in- 
tercourſe, in relation to the tranſactions of the 
colony-councils abroad, and our board of 
trade at home.—It is impoſſible for the ſo- 
; vereign, or-for thoſe employed in the admini- 
ſtration, to protect his Majeſty's ſubjects abroad, 
/ otherwiſe than inviolably maintaining this 
uniform correſpondence, in order to inflict 
penalties on ſuch as ſhall act contrary 2 
; . | F e ty, 
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duty, and regulate all colony-laws according 
to the eternal ſtandard of a reciprocal intereſt 
between them and thoſe of their parent king- 
dom - Without ſuch a ſteddy method of pro- 
cceding, the crown cannot protect and ex- 
tend our trade and commerce, or in other 
reſpects exerciſe it's prerogatives. 
Fon want of this, it may be uſeful to hint 
ſome of the methods which have been taken 
by ſeveral of our governors in our planta- 
tions to evade His Majeſty's inſtructions, and 
to conceal acts of opprefſion.—Such gover- 
Hors do many acts of government without the 
advice or privity of their council, and, there- 
fore, no records in the Journals of their coun- 
eil appear thereof At other times, the acts of 
council, have, by a governor s influence, been im- 
perfectly recorded, and in ſome caſes wholly 
omitted— When this precaution has not been 
uſed, and petitions of complaint have been 
1 (. to his Majeſty againſt 3 they 
under frivolous pretences, kept back 
the records, and not duly tranſmitted them 
to England. | 
Sven governors alſo * too often formed 
party and factious connections in 1 | 
and paſt by-laws for the emiſſion of pa | 
currency, and other laws, ſuited to ol 
private intereſts, without ſuſpending clauſes 
to give the injured an opportunity to lay their 
before the crown, previous to the 
carrying ſuch detrimental laws into execu- 
| r h 2 tion. 
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1.468 ] 


tion. Is it not nototious too, that ſuch go- 
vernors have diſpoſſeſſed the crown-gran- 
tees of their lands, without legal trial or pro- 
/ ceſs? Have they not in more colonies than 
one iſſued blank patents or grants for lands, 
and afterwards affixed the ſeal of the colony 


thereto, and put them into private hands to 


be diſpoſed of? Have not theſe deteſtable 


practiſes introduced the utmoſt confuſion in 
ſome of the colonies ? For when blank pa- 
tents or grants are ſo iſſued, is it not in the 
power of ſuch who hold them, by antedat- 
ing the ſame, to claim the property of others? 
Will not this occaſion ſuch mixture of claims, 
and ſuch confuſion in property, as to put it 
out of the power of courts of law to deter- 


mine the right of the ſubject? Muſt not theſe 


Eices occaſion every thing of this kind to 
— decided by acts of power and vio- 
lence? Figs s 

AcTs of violence exerciſed in His Ma 
jeſty's colonies, can ſcarce gain credit from 
thoſe who enjoy the bleſſing of a regular go- 


vernment at home, Let thoſe who have the 


power to redreſs'pry into the complaints re- 
peatedly made againſt his majeſty's governors, 
and other officers employed. in our colonies, 


and the proof ſent home to ſupport them, 


and they will find evidence enoughof what has 
been only hinted ; and they will find alſo that 
theſe grievances have been occaſioned by want 
of a well-regulated ſyſtem for the conduct of 


rican 
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rican colonies. Is it to be admired that theſe 
practiſes have ſowed the ſeeds of confuſion in 
our plantations, and given the enemies thoſe 
adyantages over us, which we at preſent ex- 
perience ? Have not theſe arbitrary and ille- 
gal proceedings been productive of theſe con- 
vulſions, which at different periods of time 
have happened in ſeveral of. our colonies ? 
Have not theſe things made the people un- 
eaſy in their ſituation, and cauſed them to 
think themſelves unhappy under the' beſt of 
governments and the beſt of kings? And have 
not ſuch treatment often prompted them to act 
in oppoſition to His Majeſty's meaſures, or to 
whatever elſe may have been wiſely propoſed 
for the benefit of the public ? 

— ENGLAND hath many difficulties to en- 
counter in relation to the government of it's 
colonies, particularly, as we have obſerved, 

at's charter- governments; yet theſe, we humbly 
"conceive, might eaſily be redreſſed by the aid of 
parliament. For it ſeems to be full time, at 
_ preſent, for the wiſdom of the nation to de- 
termine upon ſuch a union in government, 
and conſtitution of every part of it's domi- 
nions as may tend to ſtrengthen the whole 

Britiſh empire; for although ſhe has hitherto 
maintained her power, with variety of domini- 
ons annexed, that have ated independently of 
her, as it were, though ſupported by her ; yet 
this policy does not ſeem capable of much 
longer upholding her, againſt enemies, who go- 
vern every part of their dominions by one and 
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the ſame ſteddy principle of union; by the 
ſame intereſting laws, and regulations, the 
due execution of all which, is vigorouſly, 
and orderly enforced. | 
Tux frontiers of our colonies in North- 
America are large, naked, and open, there 
being ſcarce any forts or garriſons to defend 
them for near two thouland miles, The 
dwellings of the inhabitants are ſcattering at 
a diſtance from one another ; and it is very 
difficult, if not almoſt impoſſible, for the num- 
ber of our colonies independent on each other, 
by reaſon of their different ſorts of governments, 
views, and intereſts, ſo to unite their military 
ſtrength amongſt themſelves as to make head 
againſt the united military ſtrength of the 
enemy. For, ſeveral of theſe goveraments 
pretending to, or enjoying ſome extraordi- 
nary privileges, which the favour of the 
crown formerly granted them, excluſive of 
others, if their aſſiſtance has been demanded 
or implored by any of their diſtreſſed neigh- 
bours and fellow ſubjects, when attacked by 
the enemy, in the very heart of their ſettle- 
ments; have they not ſcandalouſly affected 
delays, inſiſted on ridiculous niceties and 
punctilios, ftarted unreaſonable: objections, 
and made extravagant demands, or other fri- 
volous pretences, purpoſely to elude their 
reaſonable demands? And have they not by 
an inactive ſtupidity or indolence, appeared 
Inſenſible to their diſtreſſed ſituation, and re- 


gardleſß of the common danger, becauſe _ ; 
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felt not the immediate effect of it? Has not 
their own ſecurity been precarious at the ſame 
time, ſince what happens to one colony to- 
day, may reach another adjacent one to- 
morrow? Will a wife man ſtand with his 
arms folded, when his neighbour's houſe is 
on fire? Yet has not this been the conduct 
of our North-American colonies towards 
each other, for want of their being under 
due regulations by our parliamentary laws to 
inforce obedience to the inſtructions and the 
commands of the crown ? 

THinGs being come to extremities, it be- 
comes every true friend to his country 
now to ſpeak out. - Does not the expe- 
rience of many years dictate and inforce 
the neceſſity of a ſubſtantial remedy to theſe 
abſurdities and ſhameful injuries? Does it 
conſiſt with the wiſdom of this nation to 
permit theſe things longer to prevail without 
redreſs? Let every patriot ſuggeſt his remedy ; 
-and let the great repreſentative make the beſt 
uſe of them all. 2 

Lr all the colonies appertaining to the 
crown of Great Britain on the continent of 
America be united under a legal, regular and 
firm eſtabliſhment, ſettled and determined 
by the wiſdom of a Britiſh legiſlature, aided 
by the beſt information that can be obtained: 
after which, whyſhould not a lord licutenant- 
general be conſtituted and appointed, by the 
crown of England as ſupreme governor over | 
theſe colonies, to act in ſubordination to the | 
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voice of a Britiſh parliament ? It may alſo 
be further humbly propoſed, that two de- 
puties ſhall be annually elected by the coun- 
cil and aſſembly of each province; who 
might be in the nature of a great coun- 
cil, or general convention of the eſtates of 
the colonies ; and, who by the order, con- 
ſent, and approbation, of the lord-licutenant, 
or governor = general, ſhall meet together, 
conſult and adviſe for the good of the whole, 
ſettle and appoint particular quotas, or pro- 
portions of money, men, proviſions, &c. that 
each reſpective government ſhall be obliged 
to raiſe for the mutual defence and ſafety, or 
for the invaſion of the enemy, when need- 
ful : and in all theſe caſes the lord-lieutenant- 
general might have a negative voice, but not 
the power to enact any thing as a law with 
their concurrence, or that of the majority of 
them: all which ſhall be ſubject to the con- 
troul of the parent legiſlature. | 
TRE quota, or proportion, that may be al- 
lotted, and charged on each colony, may 
nevertheleſs, be levied and raiſed by it's own 
aſſembly, in ſuch a manner as they ſhall 
judge moſt eaſy and convenient, and as the 
circumſtances of their affairs will, at certain 
junctures, admit. | 
Ornxx juriſdictions, powers, and autho- 
rities, reſpecting the honour of His Majeſty, 
the intereſt of the plantations, and the liberty 
and property of the proprietors, traders, plan- 
5 | ters, 
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ters, and inhabitants in them, may be inveſted 


in, and cognizable by, the above ſaid lord- 
lieutenant-general, and grand convention of 
the eſtates, according to the laws of Eng- 


land. Theſe ſuggeſtions being only general 
are humbly ſubmitted for the more knowing 
to amend, digeſt, and perfect. 
A coALIT1oN, or union, ſomething of 
this nature, tempered, with moderation -and 
judgment, and a general encouragement given 
to the labour, induſtry, and good manage- 
ment of all forts and conditions of perſons in- 
habiting, or intereſted in the ſeveral colonies 
above-mentioned, will, in all probability, lay 
a laſting foundation for dominion, ſtrength, 
and commerce, and revive the preſent ſinking 
ſtate of the Britiſh empire ; and thereby, with 
other coadjutorial meaſures, render it once 


more, the envy andthe admiration of it's neigh- 


bouring enemies. 

Lex us revive the conſideration of our an- 
ceſtors, and grow wiſe by their misfortunes. 
Had the ancient Britons been happily united 
amongſt themſelves, the Romans had never 
become their maſters ; while they fought in 
ſeparate: bodies, we well know, the whole 
iſland was ſubdued : fo, if the Engliſh colo- 


nies in America were wiſely conſolidated 


into one body, and happily united in one 
common intereſt, according to the general 


principles we have adopted throughout this 
treatiſe ; 


if their united forces were framed 
Kh | - to 
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do act in concert for the common ſafety, and 


their commercial councils regulated for their 
general proſperity; would not ſuch political 
concord and harmony eſtabliſh invincible 
| ſtrength and power, while the contrary mult 
prove their abſolute ruin and deſtruction ? 
THERE are not leſs at preſent than 
500,000 Britiſh ſubjects in North-America, 
(Which are, perhaps, three times more than 
the French have of natives both in their Canada 
and their united Louiſiana put together) inha- 
biting the ſeveral colonics on the eaſt-fide of 
the continent of America, along the ſea- 
ſhore, from the gulph of St. Laurence to 
that of Florida, all contiguous to each other ; 
and theſe ſubjects of the crown of England 
have for a century paſt eſtabliſhed a correſ- 
pondence, contracted friendſhips, and carried 
on a flouriſhing trade with the ſeveral na- 
tions of the Indians lying on the back of 
their ſettlements; is it not an unparalleled in- 
dignity then offered to the crown of England, 
for France, cauſeleſly, to attempt to encroach 
upon theſe ſettlements, and wreſt them out 
of our hands??? . 
AND what further views and deſigns they 
may entertain againſt the Spaniſh provinces 
in New-Mexico and — gum be 
eaſily conj , fince. we cannot forget 
the project framed by Monſ. de la Salle, to 
viſit and ſeize on the rich mines of St. 
Barbe, &c. which if they thought no difficult 


taſk to accompliſh with about 200 _ 
an 
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and the aſſiſtance of the Indians adjoining 
to, and in actual war with the Spaniards at 
that time; how much more eaſily will they 
become maſters of them, when, with the 
united ſtrength of Louiſiana and Canada, 
both French and natives, they ſhall think 
fit to attack them? And after ſuch an at- 
tack of the numerous mines of thoſe 
vinces, with the immenſe riches thereof, 
what may not our colonies on the continent 
of America apprehend from them? 

Bes1Des, Jamaica lying as it were locked 
up between their ſettlements in the iſlands of 
Hiſpaniola, and thoſe on the bay of Mexico, 
will ſoon be in danger of falling into their 
hands; and. whether the Havanna itſelf and 
the whole iſland of Cuba, with the key ow 
Old Mexico, La Vera Cruz, will long re 
main in the poſſeſſion of the Spaniards, is — | 
much to be doubted, if the Spaniards ſhould 

_ neglect their true intereſt, and not act in con- 
cert with Great Britain, to curb and reſtrain 
ſuch unbounded ambition. — But we wiſh 
Spain may not, at preſent, be too much united 
with France in the cabinet againſt England, 
and thoſe powers be determined to act in 
concert to wreſt ſuch poſſeſſions from us, as 
well in America as Europe, as will reduce 
us to the ſtate at which they aim. | 

Tun Spaniards, if they knew their own | 
intereſt, could not be leſs jealous and un- 
eaſy than we, at the ſo near neighbourhood 

| ofthe French on the pipi, It oo 
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their ſecurity to diſpoſſeſs them of their ſet- 
tlements there, and on the bay of Mexico, 
leſt, in time, they render themſelves ſole 
maſters of the navigation thereof; and, 
with the aſſiſtance of the Indians, make 
\. Irruptions into the very hearts of their colo- 
nies, attack their towns, ſeize their mines, 
* 3 and rer themſelves therein. 
| r this matter, perhaps, was properly, or 
rather had been — — ts, pd the 
court of Spain, by an able miniſter of weight 
and dignity, it is not improbable but they 
might be rather induced to divide this coun- 
try with England, and ſurrender all their 
ſions to whatſoever lies eaſtward to the 
iſſiſippi, except St. Auguſtine, on condi- 
tion that the French are obliged to remove 
thence, and retire elſewhere. 574 
Asp, indeed, nothing ſeems more reaſon- 
able, from the true ſtate of the caſe between 
England and Spain, in regard to their ſet- 
tlements here, than that this great river 
ſhould be the. ſettled and acknowledged 
boundary and partition between the tertito- 
ries of Spain and Great Britain, on the nor- 
thern continent of America, nature ſeeming 
to have formed the ſame for ſome ſuch pur- 
poſe. — The Spaniards, at the ſame time, 
might be made ſenſible how the French 
have wormed themſelves into a ſettlement 
between the Engliſh and the Spaniſh planta- 
tions, on pretence of a vacancy, and with 
an afſurance ſcarce to be paralleled, have 
: 2 uſurped 
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uſurped an authority to ſet bounds to the 
dominions of both.— Whether ſome intereſt- 
ing uſe might not be made of theſe ſug- 
geſtions, at this critical conjuncture, at the 
court of Madrid, is humbly ſubmitted; if 
France has not already obtained the aſcen- 
dancy over Spain. 

Wuxx I have conſidered the colony of 
Georgia not only in the light of an impor- 
tant commercial one, but as a barrier againſt 
both France and Spain in this part of Ame- 
rica, where our intereſts are ſo eſſentially 
concerned ; I have frequently lamented that 
it has not been more zealouſly ſupported 
by parliament. For what has been done, 
has been only by piecemeal, and with great 
luke warmneſs. | 

BEFORE this ſettlement . was made, the 
country bore the name of Yammacrow, an 
Indian nation ; whoſe chief was Tomochi- 
chi, that had been baniſhed, with others, 
from his own country, and readily entered into 
a cloſe friendſhip with England; which was 
the more agreeable to both parties, as there 
was no other Indian nation Alchin fifty miles. 
At that time alſo the Lower Creek Indian na- 
tions, conſiſting of eight tribes, who are allied 
together, entered into an alliance with us. 
Theſe Indians lay claim to all the land from 
the Savanna-river as far as St. Auguſtine, 
and up Flint-river, which falls into the bay 
of Mexico,—The year following, an alliance 
was alſo made with another Indian nation 

in 
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in this country, called the Nautches, or 
Natchitoches, tending greatly to the ſecurity 
of this new colony. But we have been fo 
wiſe as to ſuffer theſe our faithful allies to 
be almoſt abſolutely cut off and deſtroyed 
by the French, from their ſettlements in the 
Miſſiſippi. And may we not eaſily believe, 
that this diſregard to our Indian ally has had 
no tendency to ſtrengthen our weight, in- 
tereſt, and friendſhip with the other Indian na- 
tions? May we not reaſonably believe that it 
has had a tendency rather to render the Bri- 
tiſh name mean, if not odious to thoſe peo- 
ple, who are capable of ſupporting our co- 
ies in North-America, at a trifling ex- 
* „ in compariſon to what it is now like- 
y to coſt us? By theſe and ſuch other 
means we have loſt the ſtrenuous attachment 
of thoſe important allies, and hereby brought 
ourſelves into our preſent ſituation in this 
part of the world. 3 
Bxvronꝝ I leave this point, it will not be 
improper to obſerve, at this time of day, 
that as the colony of Georgia may and ought 
to be rendered a powerful barrier, againſt 
both the French and the Spaniards in Flo- 
rida ; does it not become the wiſdom of the 
nation to ſupport the ſettlement on this fide, 
no leſs than Nova-Scotia and New-York on 
the other? Is it not an indignity to the nation 
that it has been ſo meanly upheld and 
ſupported? Lord Bacon ſays, Ir is a moſt bei- 
noufly wicked thing to forſake and abandon a 
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PLANTATION once in forwardneſs : for be- 
fides the diſhonour, it is mere treachery, and 
being guilty of the blood of many miſerable 
men. And, in the ſame noble author's let- 
ter to king James concerning the planting of 
Ireland, he ſays: It ſeems God has reſerved 


to your majeſfty's times two works, which, 


among the works of kings, have à ſupreme 
pre-eminence, viz. the uniting and planting 
of kingdoms. For though it be a great fortune 
for a king to deliver his kingdom from long ca- 
lamittes ; yet, in the judgment of thoſe who 
have diſtinguiſbed the degrees of ſovereign bo- 
nour, to be the founder of ſlates excels all the 
reſt. - For, as in arts and ſciences, to be the firſt 
inventor is more than to illuſtrate and amplify ; 
as, in the works of nature, the birth and na- 
tivity is more than the continuance: ſo, in 
kingdoms, the firſt plantation, is of nobler 
dignity and merit than all that follows. 

 - Ip the French ſhall grow ſo powerful in 
America, as to be able to intercept, or en- 
groſs the trade with the Indians, or ſubject 
or ruin our plantations, there is an end of 
our home-produce and manufactures in Ame- 
rica, of all our ſhipping-trade thither, and 
the encreaſe of ſailors, and of the benefit of 
all goods imported from thence, .and re- 
exported, as likewiſe of raiſing our own 
naval ſtores, beſides the loſs of ſo large 
an extent of dominion, and 500,000 Britiſh 
ſubjects at the ſame time, who will become 
ſubjects to the French intereſt. Muſt we 


not 
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not be likewiſe aſſured, that all our iſlands in 
the Weſt-Indies will ſoon undergo the ſame 
fate, or be terribly diſtreſſed, for want of 
their uſual ſapplies of fiſh, lumber, and other 
neceſſaries they conſtantly ſtand in need of, 
and receive from our plantations on the con- 
tinent, with which neither Great Britain 
nor Ireland can affiſt them; and which 
they haſe with their ſugar,' rum, and 

melaſſes, the vent whereof will be in a great 
meaſure ſtopped on the loſs of our northern 
colonies? And will they not hereby be mighti- 
ly diſcouraged and impoveriſhed, and be- 
come an eaſy prey to the invader ? 

Tnus Great Britain being deprived of its 
ſubjects, dominions, and trade in and to 
America, our merchants will be ruined, our 
cuſtoms and public funds fink, our manu- 
factures want a vent, our lands fall in value, 
and, inſtead of decreafing, our public debts 
will be encreaſing, without the leaſt proſpect 
of payment. 


DISSERTATION XVIII 


The cauſe of the preſent ſtate of our affairs in 
| America farther confidered. 


HE produce of his majeſty's colonies 

on the continent of America, and 
ſhipped to Europe, from South and North 
Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Penſylvania, 
New- Jerſey, New-York, Connecticut, Maſ- 
ſachuſet's-Bay, New-Hampſhire, and New- 
foundland, chiefly confiſting of corn, rice, 
pitch, tar, turpentine, ſkins, furs, tobacco, 
timber, maſts and yards, fiſh, oil, ſhips for 
ſale, &c. are computed yearly to amount to 
the value of 1,500,000 1. ſterling, and up- 
wards; and the freight (Ae many of 
them being bulky commodities, amounts to 
350, ooo l. ſterling at leaſt ; whereby this 
trade does not employ leſs than 10,000 
ſeamen. 

Tux products of our continent colonies in 
America exported to the Engliſh, the French, 
and the Dutch colonies, and to Africa, which 
conſiſt of proviſions of various ſorts, tobacco, 
tar, lumber of divers kinds, iron-work, ca- 
binet-wares, and ſpirits diſtilled in the nor- 
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thern colonies, &c. are computed yearly to 
amount to the value, at leaſt, of 800,000 1. 
ſterling; and the freight of ſeveral of theſe 
commodities, amounting to above one-third 
of the value, that may be computed at more 
than 200,000 1. and this trade is a very good 
nurſery for ſore thouſands of ſailors. 
Tnovon this commerce is fo very con- 
fiderable ; yet the whole advantage thereof 
does not- center in England. But if the 
commerce of theſe colonies was directed in 
the right channel, it might prove of far 
higher concernment to the nation than it has 
ever yet been ; it would promote the con- 
ſumption of much greater quantities of Bri- 
th and Iriſh manufactures, than our traffic 
to any other part of the world: and would 
not the landed intereſt be more advantaged 
by this than any other of our branches of 
trade, as there is a great diſtinction between 
a commerce carried on by a barter of fo- 
reign commodities, and that ariſing from 
the manufactures of this kingdom; the one 
employing the poor in general, and improving 
the landed intereſt, while the other may 
only enrich the merchant, and not much 
encreaſe the national ſtock. Is not this 
manifeſt from the ſtate of Spain ? Although 
the merchant and the public may be enriched 
their trade in foreign merchandizes, yet 
the landed intereſt reaps little benefit by it. 
Is not the like apparent with relation to the 
united provinces of the Netherlands ? 
er War- 
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WHrATEVvER practices amongſt the Britiſh 
traders have any tendency to promote and 
advance the proſperity of our 10 
rican rivals in trade, ought to be put a ſtop 
tb. The Britiſh northern colonies in Ame- 
rica carrying on a commerce with the French 
and the Dutch iſlands there, have proved 
very detrimental to the kingdom.— This has 
been the charge of our Weſt- India merchants 
againſt thoſe of the northern colonies; and 
this charge may be ſupported with no little 
weight of reaſoa and argument. For, 

By the act of navigation, paſſed 12 Car. II. 
cap. 18. it is enacted, that no goods ſhall be 
imported into, or exported out of, any ter- 
ritories belonging to the king in Aſia, Africa, 
or America, in other veſſels than ſuch only 
as belong to the people of England, Ireland, 
Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed; 


or are built in the Britiſh plantations, and 


owned by Britiſh ſubjects, and whereof the 
-maſter and three-fourths of the mariners are 


1 on pain of loſing ſuch goods and 


veſſels; and commanders at ſea having com- 
miſſions from the king, are impowered and 


required to bring in, as prizes, veſſels offend- 


ing contrary to this act; and, in caſe of 
condemnation, one moiety ſhall be to the 


uſe of ſuch commanders and their compa- 


nies, the other moiety to the king. And by 

the ſame act it is furthet enacted, 
THAT no goods of foreign growth or ma- 

nufactures, brought info Engiand, Irelang, 


oreign Ame 
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Wales, Guernſey Jerſey, or Berwick, in 
Engliſh or other ſhipping belonging to ſome 
of the ſaid places, and navigated as afore- 
faid, ſhall be brought from other-places than 
_ thoſe of the growth or manufacture, or from 
thoſe parts where they can only, or have 
uſually been ſhipped for tranſportation, on 
pain of forfeiting ſuch goods and veſſels. 

Tur, by another act of parliament, 
paſſed 15 Car. II. it is enacted, That no 
commodity of the growth or manufacture 
of Europe ſhall be imported into the king's 
plantations in Afia, Africa, or America, but 
what ſhall have been ſhipped in England, 
Wales, or the town of Berwick, and in 
Engliſh-built ſhipping, navigated as afore- 
faid, and carried directly thence to the ſaid 
plantations, - _ pain of forfeiture of the 

s or veſſels. "AM 

' In the making of theſe laws (always looked 
upon as the bulwark of the. Engliſh com- 
merce) Great Britain had two eſſential ob- 
jects in view; one, the encreaſe of the naval 
power (by making her own people the ſole 
carriers of the whole Britiſh commerce); 
the other, the appropriating and ſecuring 
to herſelf, and her own ſubjects, all the 
emoluments ariſing from the trade of her 
own colonies ;. well knowing the importance 
of theſe two great ſources of her wealth and 
her power: and the nation has continued 
to enjoy the full fruits of theſe excellent 
laws down to the peace of Utrecht. 1 
N ö | ö OR 
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Nox has this been the policy of Great Bri- 
tain only, but every other commercial nation 
ſees the advantage thereof, and think they have 
a right of preſerving the trade of their own 
colonies to themſelves. France, in particu- 
hr, has been ſo watchful in this reſpect, 
that they ſeize every foreign veſſel (except 
thoſe concerned in the timber trade) com- 
ing within two leagues of their own ſhore ; 
and ſeveral Britiſh veſſels have been confiſ- 
cated at Martinico, for approaching within 
that diſtance, looking on that as proot enough 
of an intention to trade, unleſs they, on the 
other hand, ſhewed that they were forced 
m by ſtreſs of weather. | 

Bur, ſoon after the peace of Utrecht, a 
pernicious commerce began to ſhew itſelf, 
between the Britiſh northern colonies and 
the French ſugar colonies, which began with 
bartering the lumber of the former for 
French ſugar and melaſſes. The French, 
who before that time had no vent for their 
melaſſes, and could make no better uſe of 
it than to give it to their hogs and horſes, 
ſoon found the-way (after. they became ac- 
quainted with our northern traders) of diſ- 
tilling it into rum, which their new correſ- 
8 were as ready to take off their 

ands, as they had been before to take their 
ſugar and melaſſes; and from hence our ene- 
mies the French have derived a new mine of 
profit, unknown to them before, and tranſ- 
ferred to themſelves the benefit of a trade, 
| Ii 3 Which 
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which it was the deſign of thoſe laws to 
preſerye to England. 

Tuis being made appear to our parlia- 
ment, a further proviſion was made for put- 
ting a ſtop to this manifeſt ſubverſion of the 
fundamental maxims of the Britiſh policy, 
for preſerving her commercial intereſts, by 
an act in the fixth year of his preſent ma- 

jeſty's reign ; entitled, An act for the better 
ſecuring and encouragipg the trade of his 
8 ſugar colonies in America, whereby 
ſuch high duties were laid on all foreign ſu- 
gars, rum, and melaſſes, to be imported into 
any of his majeſty's colonies in America, as 
- It was thought were equal to, and would an- 
ſwer all the ends of a prohibition. 

By experience has ſhewn, that all theſe 
Jaws are too weak to anſwer the purpoſes for 
which they were deſigned, and that ſome 
more cFeciual remedies ſhould be found to 
keep the Britiſh traders in North-America 
within bounds, if Great Britain reſolves to 
8 her right of controuling the trade of 
er on ſubjects in that part of the world, 
and turning the ſame into ſuch channels only 
as her wiſdom ſhall direct, and think moſt 
conduciye to the intereſts of the whole com- 
_ -munity; for it has been made appear, be- 
vond contradiction, notwithſtanding theſe 
laws. 3c Ss 
1. Tn a ſettled courſe of traffic has 
been carried on ſeveral years, by many of his 
TEE : majeſty's 
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majeſty*s ſubjects in North-America to the 
ports of Marſeilles and Toulon, in which the 
ſhips have gone directly thither, laden with 
pitch, tar, train- oil, timber- trees, and plank 
for building ſhips; ſpars, ſtaves, log wood, 
beaver, martins, deer, and elk-ſkins, furs, 
and naval ſtores; and having returned back 
again, without ever touching in Great Britain, 
with goods of the growth and manufactures 
of France, and other foreign nations, 
2. THAT they have carried on the like trade 
with Holland. „ 
3. TuaT notwithſtanding the act made 
in the ſixth year of his preſent majeſty's 
reign, the Britiſh northern colonies ſerve 
themſelves chiefly with foreign ſugar, rum, 
and melaſſes, without paying the duties im- 
poſed by that act, and ſometimes import 
them in veſſels owned by foreigners ; and to 
ſuch an height has this commerce been car- 
_ Tried on, that veſſels have been purchaſed for 
and fixed in this trade only, and conſtantly 
and regularly employed in trading backwards 
and forwards between the foreign ſugar colo- 
nies and the Britiſh colonies in North-America; 
and that, in order to facilitate it, they ſettled 
correſpondents and factors in the French 
iſlands, and the French did the like in our 

colonies in North-America. 5 
4. THAT this trade has been not only. 
connived at, but cheriſhed, by the foreigners, 
with whom it has been carried on, who 
well know how greatly it hath tended to 
| | 114 enrich 
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enrich and ſtrengthen their own colonies, and 
impoveriſh ours. 
Turs trade has very deeply affected the 
manufactures and products of Great Britain, 
and in a much greater degree than is ap- 
prehended, it having occaſioned a great de- 
clenſion in the trade of the kingdom, and 
not only deprived the nation of a profit to 
Which they have a natural right, but many 
ns employed in our manufactures have 
n reduced to beggary. 
Y Tur number of Engliſh ſhipping, and 
conſequently of ſailors, have decreaſed in 
1 as this trade increaſed, which 
tended to ſap the very foundation of the 
I power of the kingdom. 

Tu deſign of the act 15 Car. II. for- 
biddiog the importation of any commodities | 
or manufactures of Europe into the king's 
plantations in America, was intended to 
make a double voyage neceſſary, where thoſe 
colonies uſed any commodities of the growth 
and manufactures of Europe, but Britiſh; 
for if they could not be ſhipped but in Great 
Britain, they muſt firſt be brought thither 
from the places of their growth or manufac- 
ture, and Great Britain would coriſequently 

have the benefit not only of that freight, but 
of as many ſhips and ſailors as muſt be em- 
loyed in bringing them from thence : But 
if our northern colonies have been allowed 
to carry them directly from the place where 
they grew, or were tranſplanted, not 1 2 
07 ele 


[ 489 ] 


theſe benefits have been loſt to the nation, 
but likewiſe the profits ariſing to the im- 
rters, the duties reclaimed by the crown, 
where the whole was not drawn back, the 
warchouſe-rent, commiſſions, and many other 
incidental profits, eaſier conceived than re- 
preſented. ON | 
THresE practices have too much contri- 


buted to leſſen the dependency of our colo- 


nies upon their mother-country, and have 
produced ſuch connections of intereſts be- 
tween them and thoſe of France, as have 
tended to alienate them from Great Britain, 
and to make it too indifferent to them whe- 
ther they were under a French or a Britiſh 

vernment— Behold, reader, how many na- 
tural cauſes, that have been unnoticed by 
others, have conſpired to the preſent ſtate 
and condition of theſe kingdoms |! 

IT may be taken for granted as an un- 
doubted truth, that, as the enlarging the vent 
- of any commodity is one of. the beſt means 
that can be uſed to encourage it's growth, 


ſo the leſſening of it is the certain way to 


diſcourage it; whence it neceſſarily follows, 
that, as we have many rivals in this com- 
merce, nothing could be more detrimental to 
the Britiſh ſugar colonies, than to ſuffer for- 
eign ſugars to be conſumed in any of it's do- 
minions; it being obvious, that this muſt 


check the growth of ſugar in our own iſlands, 


and encreaſe it in thoſe of France; and, 
therefore, has manifeſtly tended to * 
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the colonies of our ancient enemies, and to 
weaken our own, | 

- 'Tm1s trade, as it has been long carried on 
has raiſed the price of lumber to the Britiſh 
planters; and, as the northern traders often 
refuſe to take any thing from them but ready 
money, this has drained ſo much of their gold 
and filver, that they have been often in diſ- 
treſs for want of ſpecie. 
_ - A GREAT part of the money, which our 

northern colony traders have received from 
our Britiſh planters, has been carried to the 
foreign ſugar-colonies, and there laid out ei- 
ther in the purchaſe of foreign fugars, rum, 
and melaſſes, or of foreign European and 
Eaft-India commodities ; which are carried 
to the Britiſh northern colonies, and there 
have ſupplied the place of Britiſh manufac- 
tures, and Britiſh ſugars, rum, and melaſſes; 
and conſequently have robbed this nation, 
not only of the conſumption of ſo much of 
it's own commodities, but of ſo much gold 
and filver too: whereas, if the foreign colo- 
nies (who cannot be ſupplied with lumber 
but from the Engliſh) had-been conſtrained 
to have purchaſed the ſame with ready mo- 
ney only, and had never been allowed to give 
their ſugars, rum, and melaſſes, in exchange 
for it, this would have turned the tables up- 
on them, and have made the balance of the 
lumber- trade as much in our favour as it has 
been many years againſt us. 


Ir 
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Ir is well known to all concerned in the 
ſugar trade, that the profits of the planter de- 
pend upon the vent which he finds for his 
rum and melaſſes; for, if ſugar only, and no 
rum and melaſſes, could be produced from 
the ſugar cane, it would not pay the ex pence 
of culture, and making; conſequently, in 
proportion as the vent of rum and melaſſes 
is prevented or encreaſed, the ſugar-colonies 
(whether Engliſh or foreign) muſt reſpec- 
tively thrive, or decline. And, as rum is not 
allowed to be imported into Old France, or 

any of it's colonies (becauſe it interferes with 
brandy, which is the product of the mother- 
country) this evidently ſhews how much it 
has been in the power of Great Britain to 
have checked the progreſs of the French ſu- 
gar-iflands, and advanced that of her own : 
for, if the bringing French rum and melaſ- 
ſes into any of the Britiſh dominions had 
been effectually hindered, all the profits made 
by rum and melaſſes, in the French ſugar 
colonies, would have been loſt to them, and 
they would have found no vent for them in 
any other part of the world. This point, 
therefore, had it been ſtrictly attended, and 
invariably adhered to, would have inevitably 
damped the proſperity of the French ſugar- 
colonies, and encreaſed that of our own ; and 
might, very probably, have long before now, 
proved the means of enabling the Engliſh to 
have beat the French out of all the foreign 
markets in Europe for ſugar, and have —5 | 
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fined them ſolely to their own conſumption. 
But, have we not, to our eternal ignominy, 
acted a contrary part? Have we not ſtudied 
to enrich the French in America, and ſtreng- 
then their power at the expence of our own, 
and do we not now experience the fatal ef- 
fects of ſuch a ſyſtem of policy? 
CERTAIN it is that Great Britain has of 
late years been more concerned than at 
any time heretofore, to have given due atten- 
tion to the commerce of her ſugar-colonies ; 
becauſe the other trading nations in Europe 
haye been more intent than ever upon wreſt- 
ing this trade out of her hands, and graſping 
it themſelves. Of theſe, | 
Tux firſt is, that the Danes have lately 
ſettled a ſugar-colony at Santa Cruz, an iſland 
in the neighbourhood of the Britiſh leeward 
iſlands, and to which ſeveral of the Britiſh 
ſubjeQs in the leeward iſlands have lately gone 
to ſettle, upon the invitation and the encou- 
ragements offered them by the Danes. As 
the growth of ſugar will be conſiderably en- 
creaſed by this new ſettlement, the demand 
for a conſumption of Britiſh ſugars abroad 
will, in conſequence thereof, be leſſened; and 
has there not been, therefore, tho greater ne- 
ceſſity for obliging all Britiſh ſubjects in 
North America to conſume no ſugars, rum, 
or melaſſes, but what are of Britiſh produc- 
tion, leſt our own ſugar colonies ſhould not 
find a ſufficient vent for what they — 
92 2 , 
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for, if that ſhould ever be the caſe, would 
they not dwindle to nothing? | 
Tux ſecond is, That all other nations, poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſugar colonies, ſeem to be ſenſible 
of the advantages arifing from the ſugar trade, 
that they are more intent than ever upon ex- 
tending the ſame, and uſe their utmoſt in- 
duſtry to introduce their own ſugars into 
Great Britain: and has it not been too noto- 
rious, that they have been ſo ſucceſsful as to 
find the way of corrupting the traders in our 
own ſugar colonies, and making them the 
deſtructive inſtruments of introducing foreign 
ſugars, under the denomination and diſguiſe 
of Britiſh; and this into Great Britain itſelf ? 
Whence, has it not been apparent, that a 
great part of the wealth, which Britain might 
and ought to have reſerved to herſelf, from 
the trade of her own colonies, has been: thus 
raviſhed from her by the intrigues of foreign- 
ers and the treachery of her own ſubjects? 
Nox has this ſort of commerce been only 
carried on by our northern colonies to the 
French ſugar iſlands, but by our own ſugar 
iſlands to thoſe of France; for great quan- 
tities of French ſugars have been cleared out 
from the Engliſh iflands as Britiſh manufac- 
tures Of theſe nefarious and deteſtable prac- 
tices our northern colony people have roundly 
charged our Weſt- India traders ; and thus 
between both, the national enemy has been 
enriched and aggrandiſed, and by theſe and 
ſuch other  eans, have been enabled now to at- 
, tempt . 
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tompt to wreſt all our colonies out of our 
hands. 

Ir our. northern colonies could not trade 
with our own ſugar iſlands to ſo good advan- 
tage as they have done with the French, why 
has: not proper oper laws been enacted to break 
up more and in our iſland colonies, that ſu- 
rum, and melaſſes might be rendered, 
all as cheap as thoſe in the French colonies ? 
For this we have proved to be the ſovereign 
ſpecific for moſt of our commercial maladies 
as well in America as Europe. Certain it is 
that the French, in the Weſt-Indies, have 
ſold their ſugars from 30 to 40 per cent, 
than the Engliſh have done; but as 
we have been capable of raifing as large quan- 
tities of ſugar as France has been, why have 
we not taken the natural and effectual mea- 
ſures to ſell them as cheap; that every co- 
lourable pretence' for any detrimental inter- 
courſe of trade between any of our colonies, and 
thoſe of our rivals might have been obſtructed? 
for, however, lucrative theſe communications 
may be to our private traders, yet they have 
been no leſs detrimental to the whole king- 
dom, and beneficial to our great enemies; 
and, therefore, we catinot he too vigilant to ob- 
ſttruct all intercourſe of this kind, by the more 
natural and effectual meafures, we having ex- 
perienced that the moſt us laws and 
ſevereſt penalties will not avail. How, and 
by- what means the French have gained the 
afcendant in the American trade, will more 
1 * mani- 
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manifeſtly appear in the ſequel, when I come 
to compare by way of contraſt, the French 
licy with that of the Britiſh upon this occa- 
94 In the interim we ſhall only obſerve. 
Tur ſuch is the ſtate and condition to 
which the French fugar colonies are arrived, 
that moſt certain it is, they have drawn both 
our northern colonies, as well as our Weſt- 
India traders to carry on a very large com- 
merce with them; and this has been ac- 
knowledged by thoſe our traders them- 
ſelves, who have publicly accuſed each 
other of practices highly detrimental to the 
mother-kingdom : and, therefore, all inter- 
courſe of commerce whatever between His 
Majeſty's American ſubjects, and thoſe of 
France, ought long ſince to have been ſtop- 
ped effectually "he if ſuch commerce was 
not very lucrative to the French they would 
by no means admit thereof, as will mani- 
feſtly appear hereafter, when I come to give 
_ a repreſentation of the French American ſyſ- 
tem of policy. 
WHrETHER our northern colonies, or our 
Weſt-India traders, have been the moſt to 
blame with relation to what we have been 
ſpeaking of, I ſhall not here enquire. That 
they have both been highly culpable is not 
to be doubted. \, . 1 
ExrRRIEN OR has ſhewn, that it is ex- 
tremely difficult to enforce the execution of 
any law made contrary to the general _— 
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and diſpoſition of the people; and muſt it 


not be much more ſo to enforce a law made 
here, and to be executed in America; and 
that not only contrary to the general diſpoſi- 
tion of the people, but contrary to the very 
genius and conſtitution of ſome of their go- 
vernments? In paſſing of laws of this nature, 
it ſhould be conſidered, whether it may not 
better anſwer the end propoſed, ſo to form 
the law, that the people ſhould not have too 
great a temptation to evade it. With rela- 
tion to the point we have been ſpeaking to, it 
ſhould, however, be conſidered, whether a total 
prohibition of the ſaid commerce might not, 
by leſſening the number of our ſailors, affect 
our navigation; and whether ſuch demand 
for rum, as ſuch prohibition might occaſion, 
would not confiderably advance the price of 
ſugar, till we ſo increaſed in the quantity 
produced as to prevent it ? A 
Om the other hand, there is much to be 
in favour of our ſugar-planters, as 
they have moſt of their ſupplies from Great 
Britain, and many of them ſpend their 
eſtates amongſt us; fo that their intereſt 
muſt not he diſregarded any more than that 
of our northern colony brethren, To de- 
termine this matter as equitable · as may be, 
it has been ſubmitted ; whether all ſhips trad- 
ing from the northern colonies to the French 
and Dutch iſlands, ought to do it by licence, 
to be obtained from proper officers appointed for 
that purpoſe ; and that, on obtaining ſuch li- 


cences, 


[ 497 ] 8 
licences, the owners of the ſhips in that 
trade gave proper ſecurity for the payment 
of the duties on the rum, melaſſes, &c. 
brought in return for the lumber ſhipped: 
by them; which bonds or ſecurities may be 
diſcharged by proper certificates of the du- 
ties having been paid? 1 

In order to remove all temptation to 
fraud, it may be proper, perhaps; to lower 
the duty a penny or dive alfpence per 'gal- 
lon ; and, as a great part of the melaſſes im- 
ported from the Dutch and French iſlands 
into Rhode-Iſland, Maſſachuſet's-Bay, &c. 
are diſtilled into rum, and afterwards ſhipped 
to Virginia, Carolina, &c. and alſo to New- 
foundland, and to the coaſt of Guinea, that 
the ſaid duty be laid upon all rums ſo ſhipped 
from Rhode-Iſland, Maſſachuſet's-Bay, &c. 
to any other part whatſoever ; and in caſe 
the ſame is carried coaſt-ways to any of the 


other colonies, without proper vouchers of 


ſuch duties having been paid, the faid rum 
to be liable to ſeizure in any of the colonies 
into which the ſame ſhall be imported; or 
if ſhipped to the coaſt of Newfoundland or 
Guinea, without proper certificates of the 
duties being paid, in both ſuch caſes, the 
faid rum to be alſo liable to ſeizure, with 
ſuch farther penalties on the maſter of the 
ſhip as may be needful. | 

IT is probable that a law of this nature, 
might have the due effect; for, by lowering - 
the duties, it would not be the intereſt of 
Vor. I. K k the 
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the people of Rhode-Iſland, &c. either to 
import melaſſes, or ſhip rum, diſtilled by 
them, without firſt paying the. duty, as it 
would thereby be in great danger of being 
ſeized, —It is further conceived, that if the 
faid ſcheme be carried into execution, a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money might be raiſed for 
the advantage and ſecurity of our North- 


American colonies, and would the better en- 


able them to erect forts and make preſents to 
the Indians. Meaſures of this kind might 
lay a good foundation for ſuch future Ame- 
tiean funds as to prevent theſe colonies from 
being longer burdenſome to their mother- 
y for their ſecurity. 3 
Tux conſtituting of acertain fund applicable 
to the future ſafety and proſperity of theſe co- 
lonies would enable us to preſerve the Indian 
nations ſteddily in our intereſt ; which might 
- haye been done, a few years ago, at a very 
ſmall expence, in compariſon to what may 
be requiſite at preſent; for the Americans 
having a fund of their own, applicable to 
their own uſes, their,preſervation will be in 
their own hands on all emergencies; which 
cannot be the caſe as their affairs are at pre- 
ſent circumſtanced; for if the application to 
the treaſury in England is attended with great 
- difficulties and delays before the money want- 
ed is obtained; and if they are to apply to 
parliament, the opportunity may be loſt; and, 
in many caſes, proper ſupplies may not be 
granted till our affairs in America are brought 


into 
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into ſuch a ſituation, as to put us to infinite 
expence to regain what we have loſt by ſuch 
delays. Theſe things taken into confidera- 
tion, together with divers other particulars 
which we have delineated, ſhould ſeem to 
indicate the indiſpenſable neceſſity of making 
various alterations in the ſtate and conſtitu- 
tion of our North-American colonies. 

| THAT now 1s the time to take theſe im- 
portant objects into conſideration, every friend 
to his country mult readily allow. For if 
we do not put the affairs of theſe colonies 
into. a defenſible: ſtate and condition, and 
build forts ſufficient for 'their future ſecurity 
and preſervation of our frontier ſettlements, 
and as places of retreat for our Indian allies; 
it is too much to be- feared, that all the 
blood and treaſure we may employ to this 
end will not have the deſired effect, but only 
prove the means of drawing on a train of 
evil conſequences, which may, in the end, 

prove deſtructive to this kingdom. For, 
ANOTHER object that France has in view 
is, to give us full employment upon the conti- 
nent of America, that ſhe may be the more 
at liberty to attack our Iſlands in the Weſt- 
Indies; which they certainly intend : and if 
they have taken, as is reported and credited, 
not only our ſettlement of James-Fort, on 
the river Gambia, on the coaſt of Africa, but 
all our other forts, ſhall we not be unſpeak- 
ably diſtreſſed for negroes? In relation to our 
African commerce in general, as well as of 
K k 2 - the 
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the due ſecurity of our forts and ſettlements 
on that coaſt, and the general advancement of 

our trade in Africa, we have committed the 
moſt egregious miſtakes in our policy: but 
the conſequences that muſt inevitably attend 
ſuch conduct, I pointed out many years 
fince, both privately and publicly, as well as 
many other things, that I will preſume to 
ſay, would have effectually prevented many 
of thoſe evils that have come to paſs to this 
diſtreſſed nation. Nor will it be long be- 
_ all thefe anecdotes 42 28 4 pub- 
ic appearance, and then ublic judge 
5. . I have cared to ſerve this 
kingdom. But 
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DISSERTATION XIX. 
A ſhort review of the conduct of France, in 

relation to ber North American colonies; 

with à compariſon between ber management 


F ber American affairs and that Ll Great 
ita, 


0 W far the limits of the country the 
French intended to pofleſs in North- 
America, before the war, might extend, was 
not known ; and to what degree they deſign 


to carry their conqueſts, if they are able, no 


one will doubt. 
Tur part of Louiſiana that was granted 
to Monſ. Croſat, is bounded by New Mexico, 
and the lands ol the Engliſh of Carolina, 
weſt and eaſt; and by the river Illinois, and 
the gulph of Mexico, north and ſouth; 
wherein, if it be meant, as no doubt the 
French do, that all the tracts of land not ac- 
tually poſſeſſed by the Spaniards of Mexico, 
and the Engliſh of Carolina, though claimed 
refpeRively by both, ſhall be comprehended, 
it will take in more than two thirds of the 
gulph ; and — from St. FE, in New 
WS ©! + 3 Mexico 
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Mexico to our moſt weſterly ſettlements in 
Carolina, about 24 degrees of longitude, it 
will make 1440 miles, and, from the mouth 
of. the Illinois to that of the Miſhfippi, 150 
or 160 leagues in a ſtraight line. 

Bur this is only a part of Louiſiana, which 
the king of France (by a reſervation expreſſed 
in the patent) may enlarge, when he thinks 

fit, the whole extent of that immenſe coun- 
| try reaching to the ſouth ſea, Japan, and the 
frozen ocean. 

FarhR Hennepin, in the account he 
dedicated to king William, of his trayels 
through a great part of it, aſſerts, that Japan 
1s contiguous to North-America (the great 
Greyius - was alſo of the ſame opinion) 
and that an eaſy paſſage may be ;nfallibly 
found out from Louiſiana to the ſouth ſea, . 
through rivers that run beyond the Miſliflip- 
pi, deep enough to carry ſhips of conſider- 
able burthen ; and he fired . to return back 
in his Majeſty' s ſervice, to make the diſco- 
very. That great prince would, in all like- 
likood, have accepted the propoſal, and im- 
| proved it to the advantage, and the glory of 

| dy had it not been for his alliance with 
Spain, which proved fatal to the ſettlements 
of the Scots at Darien. 

IT is a melancholy conſideration, that fo 
noble an enterprize, founded on honourable 
motives, and carried on with invincible zeal 
and bravery, ſhould have been diſcouraged, 
| betrayed and ruined, and the French, at the 


ſame - 
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fame time, permitted to build forts and plant 


colonies, under the command of Mon. d'I- 
berville, in a country, to which both Eng- 


land and Spain had a much better title. It 


is true, that d'Iberville's commiſſion impow- 
ered him only to eſtabliſh the colonies, and 
maintain the garriſons, which had preſerved 
the poſſeſſion of the acquiſitions of Monſ. de 
Salle ; but one of the forts having been en- 
tirely raſed by the Spaniards, and the garriſon 
carried off, and the other abandoned- ſome 
years before the date of this commiſſion, the 
right inſiſted on, by virtue of that poſſeſſion, 
was extinguiſhed : beſides, if the 9 
granted by the crown of England, to the 
lords proprietors of Carolina, be allowed va- 
lidity, it may be juſtly doubted, whether a 
poſſeſſion, of much longer continuance, could 
devolve any right on the French. 

Tux miſſionaries, who have had the beſt 
knowledge of Louiſiana, give us fo exalted 
ideas of it's uncommon beauties and produc- 

2 that one would take it for the French- 

s paradiſe, Mr. Gage informs us, that 
che! Spaniards were continually at war with 
the Indians, who inhabited the northern part 
of that province, on account of the filver 
mines in their territories, leſt the Engliſh from 
Virginia (Carolina being not then planted) 
ſhould be beforehand with them, in gaining 
theſe hidden treaſures. 


Bor the chief glory of Louiſiana is the fo _ 


mous Miffiffippi, in many reſpects the fineſt 
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river in the world. Our American ſeamen 
affirm, that ſeveral of their rivers here are fit 
to receive ſhips of the largeſt burthen, and 
have many ſafe and commodious harbours. 
What renders the Miſſiſſippi the more conſi- 
derable, is a great number of other large and 
- navigable rivers, that run from the eaſtward 

and weſtward, and mix at laſt with its ſtream, 
Mon. de Salle affirms there are ſix or ſeven, 
300 leagues each in length, that fall below 
the Illinois; and propoſes it as a matter of the 
laſt importance, that the diſcovery of them 
ſhould be carried on, to prevent the Engliſh 
of Carolina from interfering with the French 
in their commerce with the Indians, ſince 
ſome of theſe rivers take their riſe from the 
Apalachian hills, not far from our ſettle- 
ments in that colony. 

IT was, therefore, natural for the Engliſh 
to diſcern, that the French would not 10 far 
neglect their intereſt, as not to continue their 
efforts to eſtabliſh their commerce in this part 
of the world, and to become one day our ri: 


yals there in regard to our territories as well 
as our trade, 


Wr the French had drawn a une a- 


long the borders of our ſettlements in every 
province from St. Lawrence to the Miſſiſſip- 
pi. and built forts to ſecure the moſt conve- 

mient paſſes on the lakes and rivers that form 
the communication; how could we imagine 
that this was not done with an intent to cut 
off all intergourſe of traffic between us jo 

N | the 
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the Indians inhabiting the inland countries ? 
How could we be fo ridiculouſly weak as to 

think that this was not done with a barefaced 
intent to compel there our Indian neighbours 
and allies, by their abſolute dependance on 
the French, to break off all friendſhip and 
commercial connections with us? Muſt we 
Not be blind and ſtupid to our intereſt not 
long ſince to have guarded againſt ſuch pal- 

pable evils, which every man of common ſenſe 
ſaw through, except thoſe whoſe duty it was 
to have guarded againſt. them ? Are not theſe 

crimes of neglect and omiſſion ſuch as are 

not to be forgotten or forgiven by this injured 
nation? How could we expect otherwiſe 

than to ſuffer continual incurſions and depre- 
dations from the ſavages on our frontiers ? 
By permitting things to go ſuch lengths as we 

have done, how could we expect to be able 

to maintain a laſting friendſhip with our In- 
dian allies, or make any ſuccelful war ayainſt 
them, conſidering the advantage they have by 

their way of fighting in theſe parts, and by 

the ſupport they would always receive either 

ſecretly, or openly, from our enemies the 

French? Have we not been appriſed of theſe 
events even from the plan that La Honton pre- 
ſented to the court of France, by order of 
count Frontenac, for deſtroying our allies the 
Iroquois Indians, a warlike and numerous 
people, who have longer than we could have 
expected from the treatment they have re- 
ceiyed, maintained their attachment __ 

2 -".", 
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Britiſh intereſt? Has not this nation 3 
alarmed over and oyer for theſe ſeveral years 
Paſt, that if the French were ſuffered to poſ- 
. ſeſs themſelves of all Canada and their pre- 
tended Louiſiana, and a war ſhould break out 
between the two crawns, the French would 
 Aadit a matter of little difficulty with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Indians, to invade from thence 
and Canada, all the Engliſh plantations at 
once, and drive the 164 — into the ſea ? 
Doss not every man know that St. Lau- 
rence and the Miſſiſſippi, with the lakes and 
rivers that run between them, encompaſs 
by land all the provinces on the main of 
America belonging to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain? Isit not well enough known, that from 
the branches of theſe great rivers, and ſome 
falling into the lakes Champlain and Errie, 
a fafe and direct paſſage may be found out 
almoſt to every one of our — by 
means of other large rivers, with which the 
whole country — Have not the French, 
ſome of theſe channels, heretofore, 
made deſcents from Canada upon our nor- 


thern colonies, deſtroyed our plantations, 


and laid waſte entire provinces ? Could the 
inhabitants of New-York, ſome years fince, 
have ſecured themſelves from the fatal con- 
ſequences of the like attempts, but by the 
ſingular bravery of the Mohock Indians, 
who galled the French fo - ſenſibly, that 
they obliged them to retire within ſixty 
bee of Quebec, and fue for peace on 


any 
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any terms? And how | gratefully have we 
ſince treated thoſe very Indians who faved 
us, I have before ſhewn, to the eternal ſcan- 
dal of this infatuated, this unhappy nation.— 
Is it leſs true that our enemies too may eaſily 
penetrate into thoſe Engliſh colonies that lie 
to the ſouthward, particularly Virginia and 
Carolina, through rivers that run from the 
fame fide into tne Miſſiſſippi? 

Tux number of Britiſh ſubjects here are 
but inconſiderable, when compared to the 
tracts of land they inhabit, and to what they 
have an undoubted title ; their dwellings, ex- 
cept towards the ſea, are ſcattered at a great 
„ 62 from each other. There ſeems to 
be little protection for us to rely on, except 
that of the Indians; and yet, from the little 
care that has been taken to attach them to 
our intereſt, have we not experienced that 
we cannot depend upon their friendſhip? If 
proper allowances have been granted, have 
wie not all reaſon to ſuſpe& their miſappli- 

cation ; and. that the Indians have had the 

leaſt ſhare of the money alotted ? 

Is it not extraordinary, that no effectual 

meaſures till lately, and when almoſt too 
late, were taken to ſettle and fortify Nova- 
Scotia, the only province in America be- 
longing to the crawn that can be made 
a ſufficient barrier to cover any of our plan- 
tations from the invaſions of the French, 
and check their motions on that ſide by . 
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and land? Shall any part of this invaluable 
province be diſmembered from the Britiſh 
crown, and tacked to the French Canada? 

Tnobc the French in Canada have ex- 
ceeded us neither in numbers nor bravery; 
yet have they not greatly gained upon us for 
many years paſt? Nor can this be admired, 
when we conſider the wiſdom of their ad- 
miniſtration in this part of the world, and 


their ſagacious method of managing the In- 


dians. | 


Ir has been a maxim conſtantly obſerved 


by all princes and ſtates, that have planted 


colonies, or ſubdued nations, to keep them 
united under the command of particular go- 
vernors, and in ſubordination to others, who 

efided over the whole; to the end that 
juſtice might be impartially adminiſtered, ſe- 
ditions prevented, or eafily ſupprefſed, and 
each inferior government ſtrengthened and 
ſupported by the reft. In the Roman em- 
pire, which contained 120 provinces, and 
near 300 colonies, we find only four pre- 
feds, or chief governors, under the emperor ; 
in the kingdoms of Peru and Mexico two; 


and in Canada, to which Louiſiana is tacked, 


but one. And, leſt it ſhould be imagined 
that an extenſive command muſt neceffarily 
be attended with arbitrary power, it may be 
affirmed, with truth, that the governor-gene- 
ral of Canada is more effectually reſtrained 
from breaking in, either upon the rights of 
the crown, or thoſe of the ſubjects, than - 
Q mo 
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moſt petty governors, being liable to the check 
of the iotendant in the firſt caſe, and of the 
foreign council in the laſt. 
Bes1DEs guards and garriſons, ſuch hath 
been the policy of this neighbouring nation, 
that conſiderable bodies of regular troops have - = 
been employed in the ſervice of their colonies, | 
without the leaſt burden or charge to the 
5 aug : all civil officers, as well as military, 
ve certain yearly penſions ſettled upon them, 
and none are admitted into places of the 
greateſt truſt, but ſuch who have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their merit, under whoſe ad- 
miniſtration the country is become extremely 
populous and proſperous, This extraordi- 
nary encreaſe is, in ſome meaſure, to be 
aſcribed to policy, that we, like all the reſt 
that has been eligible, have neglected; and 
that is their intermarrying with the Indians, 
whom, by this means, they have firmly en- 
ged in their intereſt. In every tribe they 
have incorporated ſome miſſionary prieſts ; 
and, though few of theſe ſavages have. been = 
thoroughly proſelyted to their religion; yet, L 
in all other matters, they idolize theſe fathers | 
as tutelar gods, and are entirely directed by | 
their councils. Is it to be admired that ſuch 2 
like arts ſhould give them an aſcendancy over | 
theſe nations that we have never been able to 
obtain, our ſyſtem being diametrically op- 
polite? _. g 
On the other hand, the country poſſeſſed 
by the Engliſh in America ſeems to be much 
in 


* 
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in the ſame ſtate Britain was at the firſt en- 


trance of the Romans, for, as that was di- 
vided © (to uſe the words of Sir William 


os Temple) into ſeveral nations, each govern- 
« cd by it's own kings and 2 articular princes, 


« different in their ends and councils, it was 
«© more cafily ſubdued by united forces: for, 
e dum 5 155 pugnabant, uni ver vinceban- 
* tur; while they fought in ſingle bodies, 
te the whole iſland was conquered :” fo 
in America, to draw the parallel no farther, 
we have thirteen colonies, at leaſt, that have 
been ſeverally governed by their reſpective 
commanders in chief, according to their pe- 
culiar laws and coſtitutions. 1 have in a 
former diſſertation confidered the ſeveral ſorts 
of government eſtabliſhed in theſe provinces, 
and the different views and intereſts they have 
to purſue ; which independancy of each other 
we have ſhewn has tended no leſs to weaken 
the whole than the unſkilful and oppreſſive 
adminiſtration of many of thoſe wh have 
been appointed governors of ſeveral of them. 
Is not the contrary of all this the conſtant 
practice of France? 
In the firſt ſettlement of Canada, the 
French had great difficulties to coptend with, 
neither the country nor the climate being in- 
viting. And the obſtructions they met with 
from the Indians would have deterred moſt 
other nations from attempts of this nature. 


However, we know, that the glory of the 
French 
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French monarch will animate the people to | 


undertake the moſt hazardous enterprizes. 
In 1612 the French ſent many perſons to 
ſettle in Canada, who would otherwiſe have 


been confined to the galleys, and numbers of 


ſtardy beggars and looſe women ; and to de- 
fend the ſettlements from the Indians, there 
were ſome companies of regular troops tranſ- 
ted thither, but no conſiderable number of 
oops till Monſ. de Fraſi appointed viceroy 
of America, arrived at Quebec in 1665.— 
After which Cangnon's regiment was broke, 
and both officers and men had conſiderable 
quantities of land allotted them to ſettle on. 
- AFTER the reform of the ſaid troops, 
t numbers of women were ſent over, 
under the direction of old nuns ; and theſe 
who wanted to be married, made their ad- 
dreſſes to their governeſs, and after the 
choice was determined, . the marriage was 


concluded in the preſence of a prieſt and a 


public notary, and the governor, by the king's 
order, beſtowed on the married perſons, a 
bull, a cow, a hog, a ſow, a cock: and hen, 


two barrels of falt meat, and eleven crowns 


in mo 

THe French ** likewiſe gave the mnifflo- 
naries ſent over there conſiderable grants of 
lands in Canada; and to the directors of the 


ſeminary of St. Solpitius at Paris, he gave the 
iſland of Monreal, with the privilege of no- 


minating a dailiff and ſeveral other magiſ- 
trates.— The ſaid ſeminary ſent thither a 


great 
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t number of miſſionaries, and numbers 
of Jeſuits go to Quebec, and are from thence 
diſperſed into all parts of the country, and 
mix with the Indians in their townſhips. 
As theſe artful prieſts temporize with the In- 
dians in their cuſtoms and dreſs, it is chiefly 
by means of their influence that the French 
have extended their commerce and their 
power amongſt them. Has England practiſed 
any thing like this? | 

Wuar at firſt obſtructed the French in 
their extenſive views, was the oppoſition 
they met with from the Five Nations, they 
being many years prevented by them from 
diſcovering the lakes, carrying on a trade, 
and forming alliances with the ſavages who 


lived to the weſtward and the ſouthward 


of them. To remove this difficulty, they 
applied to king Charles II. to give orders to 
his governor then at New-York, to forward 
a peace between the French and the Five 
Nations. However, the governor did not 
comply with our king Charles's orders upon 
that head; yet, as he was not at liberty to 
act openly againſt the French, they improved 
this opportunity in extending their lines, and 
in building forts to the ſouthward, whereby 
the Five Nations have been much galled 
ever fince the building of . Fort Frontenac 
and Niaguara, The Five Nations, indeed, 
demoliſhed theſe forts; but the French ſoon 


rebuilt them, and ſeveral other forts to them, 
as 
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us a retteat to their friendly Indians when 
they attacked the Five- nations. i 
Tux French have likewiſe cut off or de- 
ſtroyed numbers of thoſe our friendly In- 
dians by treachery, and ſometitnes by open 
force, when the Engliſh have ſhamefully 
neglected to ſupport them; ſo that theſe 
brave and warlike people are greatly reduced, 
and at preſent quite incapable of withſtanding 
the French, as heretofote ; which hath been 
chiefly owing to our engaging them in wars 
with the French, and then deſerting them, 
and leaving the whole burden of the war on 
them; This is notorious; and what ſteady 
aid could England expect from them, after 
ſuch inglorious treatment of theſe people? 
To ſecure their own Indian allies, and 
check and intimidate the Five Nations our 
allies; the French built a fort near the wa- 
terfall called Saut Marie, and another of 
conſiderable ſtrength at Crown-Point, which 
is on the territory of our Five nations; and 
has been in many reſpects of more ſervice to 
the French, and more injurious to the Eng- 
liſh, than any of their Forts built from 
NAueber to the river Obio. By this fort they 
have kept the Iroquoiſe, or Five Nations, un- 
der conſtant alarms, and diſtreſſed them and 
their allies in theit huntings; and by virtue 
of Crown- Point, Fort Frontenac, Niagara, &c. 
they long kept open a communication with 
the weſtern Indians, —Hereby they prevented 
the Engliſh from making a proper uſe of the 
Vor. I, en five 
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five nations againſt the eaſtern Indians, who 
| inhabit Gaſpaſſie, a part of Nova- Scotia, and 
are engaged in the French intereſt. Hereby 
the Indians to eaſt ward of New- England have 
been unreſtrained in their incurſions upon our 
ſettlement of Nova-Scotia, although they 
might have been eaſily prevented, if the 
Five nations had in time been at liberty, with 
fafety to themſelves, to have attacked theſe 
eaſtern Indians in the province of Gaſpaſſie, 
or the back parts of the province of Nova- 
_- Crown-PoinT having been erected near 
to the branches of Hudſon's- river, which 
runs by Albany to New-York ; and therefore, 
from its ſituation, the province of New- 
York has been in imminent danger; and this 
has endangered the ſafety of the whole con- 
tinent of America; for if the French can 
once make themſelves maſters ' of New- 
York, will they not be enabled to cut off 
the communication between our northern 
and ſouthern colonies ? and, by the aid of 
the Indians, may they not have it in their 
power. totally to deſtroy our Engliſh ſettle- 
ments? And how eaſily might all theſe evils 
have been prevented, ſince we have been 
firſt alarmed with the manifeſt appearance 
of thoſe dangers? 55 | 

Inpians, in this part of the world, are 
certainly the beſt capable of fighting againſt 
Indians i their attacks, which are always 
ſudden; and. the French having, by our 

i | wt neglect 
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negle& or treachery, moſt of the Indians in 
their intereſt, it is not eaſy to guard againſt 
them; for in ſuch an extended foreſt it is 
ſcarce poſſible, through ſwamps and thickets, 
for an army to purſue them with any great 
advantage. Ca | | 
Tun views of the French againſt the 
Engliſh began to appear bare-facedly enough 
about the year 1726. Their deſigns in al 
ing in the great lake was to ſecure the Indian 
and furr trade, as the building Crown- Point 
was to awe the Five Nations. Could any 
thing more ſignificantly ſpeak the deſigns of 
our enemies than theſe overt acts did? In- 
ſtead of attending duly to theſe things, and 
protecting our Indian friends and allies, did 
we not, in the year 1746, leave them ex- 
* to the French Indians, although we 
then two or three regiments in the 
king's pay at New-England, that were not 
any way employed in the ſervice of the 
crown? If, on declining the expedition to 
Quebec, thoſe troops had joined the quota's 
to be fupplied by the other colonies, the 
Engliſh would, in all probability, have taken 
Crown-Point, and have been thereby en- 
abled, by the aſſiſtance of the Five Nations, 
to have drawn off from the French intereſt 
the ſouthern and weſtern Indians. And 
would not this ſtep. have had the further 
good effect, as to have eps the Indians to 
the eaſtward of New-England in ſuch ſub- 


jection to our Five N Pons as to have pre- 
AR n vented 
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vented our frontier ſettlements in Nova- 
Scotia being annoyed? Had alſo: the miſ- 
underſtanding, which then ſubſiſted in New- 
Vork and Maſſachuſet's-Bay, been wiſely 
prevented, as they ought to have been, we 
could not have wiſhed for a more favourable 
- opportunity of humbling the French in thoſe 
parts, and diſconcerting all the meaſures 
which they had many years taken to bring 
things to the extremity to which they are 
now arrived, Will not this convince us, 
that the very conſtitution of our colonies is 
not ſo happily framed as could be wiſhed, 
nor the whole of them ſo happily united 
and cemented in intereſt as could be de- 
fired for their mutual intereſt and ſecurity ? 
Many of the Indians to the weſt of 
the Appalachian mountains have acknow- 
ledged themſelves ſubjects to the crown of 
Great Britain z and were we to determine, as 
the French aim at, the territories of thoſe 
Indians to be within the French limits, it 
would be throwing thoſe Indian allies, as 
well as thoſe to the northward, into the 
arms of France, and prove deſtructive of all 
our frontier ſettlements here, and put an en- 
tire ſtop to the trade and commerce which 
hath been hitherto carried on with them. 
And can we ſuppoſe that the French would 
not, in ſuch caſe, inſtantly erect divers forts 
within their territories, and compel theſe In- 
dians to make eternal war upon us, as it 


| has always been, and will ever be, the E 
5 cy 


| 1 | 
Key of France to ſtir up their friendly In- 
dians to annoy our frontier ſettlements, and 
afterwards diſavow every act done by them? 
Tar ambition of the French in extend- 
ing their empire, it is well known, is with- 
out any bounds or limits; and, therefore, 
they encourage every ſcheme that has: the 
| leaſt proſpect of forwarding their grand de- 
ſign. In relation to which it may not be 
improper to mention the ſcheme of an of- 
ficer of ſome note in the French ſervice in 
America, viz. That the court of France 
ought to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to make 
themſelves maſters of the Engliſh iſlands in 
the Weſt- Indies, and to encourage the Eng- 
liſh colonies on the continent of America 
TO UNITE AND FORM A REPUBLICAN GO- 
VERNMENT ; and that in order to induce them 
thereto, it would be for the ſervice of France to 
open all their ports to them both in Europe and 
America.” However wild and extrayagant 
ſuch ſchemes as theſe may appear, yet it 
may be obſerved that the encouragement, 
which we have ſeen the French have 
given to the commerce of our northern 
continent colonies, with their iſlands, and 
many. of their ports in old France, ſeems to 
countenance ſomething of this kind. Should 
not a ſcheme of | this kind, at ſuch a con- 
juncture, ſo alarm the court of England as 
to guard effectually againſt it? To which 
end, does it not really concern us to think 
of putting theſe colonies under a different 
15 a LI3 _ regula» 


Canada, and Louiſiana, or Mifliffippi? and 


ciently ſhewn, and now too ſenſibly _ 


What has formerly paſſed upon this occaſion 


and ſo powerful an enemy. To which pur- 


tian Cabot, grand pilot to o 
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regulation, even in point of conſtitution and 
government? Have not the French a go- 
vernor-general and a lieutenant-governor of 


bow their government in this part of the 
world has been conducted, we have ſuffi - 


ence. 
Ad as a war is once more broke om in 
this part of the world. a ſhort retroſpect of 


may poſſibly contribute to put us upon our 
d in our future ee with ſo wiſe 


ſe the ſentiments of a noble lord, while the 
treaty of Utrecht was upon the tapis, ſhould 
not be rejected“ I hope, ſaid he, that Ca- 
nada, which we miſſed gaining in war, will 
be reſtored to us at the peace now in agita- 
tion, and that Annapolis Royal, which we 


| Have recovered, will, with the whole coun- 


try of Nova Scotia, as far eaſtward as the 


illand of St. Paul, forever remain to the crown 


of Great Britain. They originally belonged 
fact, and do of right now—Al that 
country, on both ſides of the river St. Law- 
rence, was ſeized for the crown, about the 
cloſe of the fifteenth: century, by Sir Sebaſ- 

ng Henry VII. 
and by bis ſe 2 to find out {Sr parts of 
Narth America as were left undiſcovered by 


Tus 
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Tur French pretend, indeed, to a diſco- 


very of it by John Verrazan, a F lorentine, 
but this was in which, being of later 
date, could give the F rench no right to it. 
King James I. therefore, knowing his title to 
be good, did, in 1621, make a grant of this 
country to Sir William Alexander ( after- 
wards earl of Sterling) who ſettled a colony 


there by the name of Nova Scotia, and held 


poſſeſſion of it ſeveral years. Yet, upon the 


marriage of king Charles I. with the lady 


Henrietta Maria, it was, by order of the king, 
given up to the French. 
Ix 1627 and 28, we got it again, and the 


north fide of the river called Canada, was 


given to Sir David Kirk, who was both pro- 
tor and governor. And the ſouth ſide 


called by the French Acadie) fell again into 


the hands of Sir William Alexander. 

Ix 1632, it was again given away, though 
the king when he found the French had * 
feſſed — of the whole country, de- 
clared publicly, that he had given away only 
the farts, and not the ſor}, and, therefore, 
attempted to recover it again, but failed: be- 
fides, the king of France obliged him to pay, 
in lieu of the forts 50001. to Sir David Kirk, 
which he never did; and his family was 
thereby ruined, | 

CromweELrI., weighing the premiſes, ſent 
colonel Sedgwicke, in 1654, and retook it; 


L1 4 lowing 


and * made Un with France the fol- 


|! 
| 
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 Jowing year, and their ambaſſador made preſ. 
ſing inſtances for the reſtitution of it, yet he 
would not part with it, inſiſting that it was 
the ancient inhetitance of the crown of Eng- 
land, and did of right belong to it. Where. 

upon Mr. St. Eſtcount, ſon and heir to Mr. 
Claude de la Tour, a French refugee, who 
bought Nova Scotia of the earl of Sterling, 
came over to England, and making out his 
title, had it — to him, and then ſold 
it to Sir Thomas Temple, who was governor 

of it till the reſtoration; ſoon after which, 
king Charles delivered it up again to che 
French, and Canada with it, where they both 
reſted, to the unſpeakable loſs and — 
of the crown and the plantations, till colonel 
Nickolſon recovered the former From 
whence it is evident, that bath Canada and 
Nova Scotia were the antient inheritance of 

the crown of England Where fore, the only 
queſtion is, — 5 the king of England had 
wer to alienate theſe countries ; which, be- 
4ng incorporated into the crown, were parts 
of the commonwealth, and deſcended ta 
them from their anceſtors > The civilians, 
and all that have wrote of the laws of na- 
tions, have eſtabliſhed it as a rule, non alienan- 
de funt impern partes, They ex preſsly lay, 
That a prince can no more alienate any part of 
his domintons, than the people may renounce 
. theif obedience-—Thus Baldwin, Molina, Bo- 
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Fendorf. And, for our own laws, Sir Robert 
Cotton, in his preface to the abridgement of 
the rolls in the tower, obſerves, That our 
parliaments haye in all times, been careful 
to reſume lands alienated from the crown, 
which they condemned as an undue practice, 
and, therefore, re-united them. | 
Ir then it was wrong to diſpoſe of lands 
that were the patrimony of the crown, how 
much more muſt it be to give away the ſub- 
jects property, and to alienate part of the em- 
pire to a foreign power ? If the former were 
to be inviolable, then the latter, a 18 
muſt be ſacred and unalienable—If it be 
pleaded, that theſe countries came to the 
crown by acquiſition, and, therefore, may be 
diſpoſed of at pleaſure ; I reply; ſure it is, that 
they were not acquired by Charles the Firſt 
and Second, but came to them by hereditary 
deſcent ; and further, that, if acquiſition gives 
à right of alienation, then it is within the pre- 
- rogative to give or ſell Ireland, and all the 
tations, to any potentate in Europe, which, 
1 believe, no lawyer in Great Britain will give 
under his hand for law, | TEN 
Ops title appears equal on both ſides of 
the river St. Lawrence; that is Canada on 
the north, and Nova Scotia, or (as the French 
call it) Acadie,| on the ſouth. But I muſt. 
beg leave ta ſay, that in point of intereſt, the 
latter is of more conſequence to the crown 
than the former: for, when that is in the 
French hands, it is a hridle to the eaſtern 


L]! 
arts of New England, where the tall pines 
row, which are'yearly brought home in the 
- maſt-ffect ;- and, indeed, where there is ſuch 
avaſt quantity of naval ores of all ſorts, as 
is Hot to be found in any part of the world. 
T eonceive, therefore, that, ſeeing naval ſtores 
are growing ſcarce and valuable all over Eu- 
7 nK york = ſtrength and glory of our na- 
upon them, and yet we are at 
Ne Ae ef the Ruſs and the Swedes, 
de her we fhall have them or no, and chat 
at their own'exceffive prices ; ; ſurely we 
ſhould take care to ſecure what we have in 
| America, as an ineſtimable treaſore. 
Bxsiprs, if we ſhould leave this country 
to the French, we ſhall be defeated of our 
ends in turning them out of Newfoundland; 
for they will here find as good a fiſhery as 
or left there, and infinitely better harbours, 
at conſequently, will {till de able to bring 
their fiſh to Europe, and damp our markets, 
as formerly; and we ſhall have one fatal diſ- 
advantage more by the bargain, in that we 
remove them from the iſland: to the conti- 
nent, where they have more room to ſpread 
and enctraſe, to eb terror * * 
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— le a ee 1710, | eftabliſhed A mono 
a of pitch and tar, and had their factories at London and Li 

&c. and ſent the ſame in their own ſhipping to foreign thickets, 

and ſer their own price upon them; - which firſt induced the 
parliament of Eogland to think of encouraging theſe things by 
A bounty, 1 in our Plantations. 


ſubjeQs, 
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ſubjects. In a word then, if we do not ef- 
feQually preſerve and maintain every inch of 
land, which is comprehended. under the pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia, our naval ſtores are gone, 
our fiſhery is extremely hurt, and we loſe the 
only opportunity which we probably may 
ever have, to eſtabliſh the peace and the ſe- 
curity of all the flouriſhing Britiſh colonies 
on the continent ; which I hope her Majeſty 
and her miniſtry will, in their wiſdom, con- 
fider.” | 
Tur French (ſays another gentleman of 
great attention to theſe affairs) whom all the 
world acknowledge to be an enterpriſing, 
great, and politic nation, are ſo ſenfible of 
the advantages of foreign colonies, both in re- 
ference to empire and trade, that they have 
ufed all manner of artifices to lull their neigh- 
bours afleep with fine ſpeeches and plauſible 
pretences, whilſt they craftily endeavour to 
compaſs their defigns by degrees, though at 
the hazard of encroaching on their friends 
and allies, and depriving re of their terri- 
tories and dominions in time of profound 
peace, and contrary to the moſt ſolemn treas 
 ties—Por, 'befides their ſeizing on, and ſett- 
ling as they have done, the great river Miſſiſ- 
fippt, and ſome parts of the north fide of the 
bay of Mexico, and the claim they clan- 
deftinely made to another of our ſouthern co- 
| Jonies, they, in ſome of their writings boaſt, 
that their colony of Louſana hath no other 
bounds to the north than the Artic: Pole, _ 
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that it's limits to the Weſt, and North-weſt 
are not known much better, but extend to 
the Seutb-ſea, Japan, or whereſoever they 
ſhall think fit to fix them, if they can be 
perſuaded to fix any at all; intending thereby 
to deprive the Britiſh nation of all that vaſt 
tract of land fituate between the Gulph of 
Mexico and Hudſon's bay, which includes 
our province of Carolina (which the French 
have confidently called Louiſiana) the great 
lake, 'and the whole country of our five In- 
dian nations, with the furr, the peltry, and 
the other trade thereof. | 
Wx are ſenſible what clamours were raiſed 
at the conceſſions made to France, on the 
concluſion of the peace of Utrecht. There 
is ſcarce a man well verſed in the intereſt of 
trade and plantations, but blamed the then 
miniſtry, for not inſiſting on the ſurrender of 
Canada, as well as Nova Scotia, and New- 
foundland, for the ſecurity of our northern 
colonies on the continent of America, and 
the Traffic thereof; nor ought. they to have 
allowed them the poſſeſſion of Cape Breton, 
if they had well conſidered or underſtood the 
nature of the fiſhery in thoſe ſeas. 8 
Tux hiſtory of former ages, and the expe- 
rience of theſe latter times, have informed 
us, that the French have ever been trouble- 
ſome neighbours, whereſoever they were ſeat- 
ed: hiſtorians aſſerting, that the natural le- 
vity and reſtleſsneſs of their.temper, their en- 
terpriſing genius, and ambition of VERDE | 
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their dominions, and raiſing the glory and 
grandeur of their monarchs, contribute in a 
reat meaſure to make them ſo.— Wherefore, 
it is to be hoped, that the Britiſh nation will 
be ſo far from continuing idle ſpectators 
of the unreaſonable and unjuſt uſurpations 
and encroachments of the French on the'con- 
tinent of America, that they will let them 
know, they have enough already of Canada 
and Cape Breton; and that it is expected 
they abandon their new acquiſitions on the 
Miſſiſſippi, and the Bay of Mexico, that ri- 
ver and country belonging of right to the 
crown of Great Britain. And, I believe, it 
will ſcarce be denied, that, at preſent, whilſt 
they are weak, and in the infancy, and con- 
fuſion of their ſettlements in Louiſiana “, 
we have a much better chance, and are in far 
better circumſtances to put in our claim to, 
and diſpute the right and poſſeſſion of that 
and other lands, than we ſhall be ſome years 
hence, when they have augmented the number 
of their inhabitants, debauched the natives to |} 
their party, and further ſtrengtbened them- It 
ſelves by ſecuring with forts and garriſons the 
paſſes of the rivers, lakes, and mountains, even 
though they ſhould not have obtained any ad- 
vantage over the Spaniards, or enriched them- 
Jeves with the wealth of Mexico. | 


— 
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| * How timely has this nation been alarmed, and would 
take no warning 


I musrT 
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-1 wvsT acknowledge, that, in caſe the 
Britiſh nation ſhould: be ſo far infatuated, as 
not to aſſert their right to this fo noble. 
and to them fo uſeful and neceſſary a co- 
lony, and endeavour to regain the poſſeſſion 
thereof, or ſecure, at leaſt, fo much of it 
as lies on the back of our plantations, as far 
weſtward as the Miſſiſſippi: it would be 
much more eligible, and for their intereſt, 
that the Spaniards were maſters of it than 
the French ; we not having ſo much cauſe 

to apprehend the ſame danger, either to our 
colonies, trade, and navigation, from the 
firſt, as from the laſt ; though I am far from 
admitting the ceſſion of it to either of them, 
on anyaterms. whatſoever, without an abſo- 
lute and apparent neceſſity, &c. And I am 
apt to think that prudence or policy will or 
ought to prompt us to keep a balance of 
power in America, as well as nearer home; 
and that, as we have, for many years paſt, 
found it our intereſt to check the growing 
Power of France, and ſet bounds to their do- 
minion in Europe, we ſhall not eaſily be in- 
duced to allow them to encroach on, and de- 
prive us of our colonies and m in 
America. 

Ir has been ſaid, that the Spahiards heres 
tofore have been very uneaſy at the ſo near 
neighbourhood of the French on the Miſ- 


5 ſiſſippi, and are, perhaps, more jealous of 


the conſequences thereof than we are, though 


wot more fo than we ought to be ; and it 1s pre- 
ſumed, ' 
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ſumed, that, on a proper application and 


encouragement, they will join with us to 


oppoſe and diſpoſſeſs them of their ſettlements 


here, and in the bay of Mexico, leſt they 


render themſelves {ole maſters of the naviga- 
tion thereof, and, with the aſſiſtance of the 


Indians, make irruptions into the very heart 
of their colonies, attack their towns, ſeize 


their mines, and fortify and maintain them- 


ſelves therein.“ | 
SHOULD not the preſent then be the time, 
when the court of England: might convince 


that of Spain of her danger ?—Does not Spain 


remaining unalarmed, in all appearance too 


ſignificantly. indicate her ſecret union with 


Ree Af itt 

_ AFTER treating of the ſettlements of the 
French on the continent of America, it may 
be uſeful to make ſome obſervations in rela- 


tion to their other ſettlements in this part of - 


the world. 


In 1701, the French - iſland colonies. of 


Martinique, Guardaloupe, Hiſpaniola, Ca- 


yenne, Grenade, Marie Galante, St. Cruce, 


Petit Guave, contained 88 50 white men, 
and 45600 blacks, according to the repre- 
ſentation of the French council of commerce; 


but by a calculation made in 1751, the French 


then had, in the ſaid colonies, upwards of 
51500 White men, fit to bear arms, inde- 


pendent of many thouſands of ſailors em- 


ployed in the trade of the colonies, and 


364800 ſlaves of both ſexes; and ſince the 


encreaſe 


partly by the vigilance of the inhabitants, 


| 1 
encteaſe of their colonies, they have ef- 
croached upon the Engliſh, in ſettling the 


iſlands of St, Lucia, Tobago, Dominico, &c. 


Tux great aim of the French for many 


years has been to dupe us by intrigue and 
treaty in our teſt, even our commercial 
intereſts, in ſeveral of America; for 
the French encroachments on St. Domingo; 


' being ceded as a right, was thought of little 


conſequence, but it has proved ſuch, that 
both Spain and Britain have juſt reaſon to 
to this day; fince, by that means, 

the Spaniards of that iſland are become little 
better than ſawers of wood and drawers of 
water to the French; and out trade to Ja- 
maica has ſeverely felt the eſtabliſhment of 
ſuch a power, in the track of navigation 
through the windward-paſſage to Europe. 
Bx rox the treaty of Utrecht was ratified, 


- and in the very interval between the ceſſa- 


tion of arms in Europe, and the time it was 
to take effect in America, a French ſquadron 
was equipped, and diſpatched privately, ta 
invade, take and deſtroy the Britiſh Leeward- 
Iſlands, as the much-envied rivals of Francs 
in the fugar trade; and, firſt, Antigua was 
the deſtined  facrifice, as the principal and 
moſt important of theſe iſlands to Britain, for 
excellent harbours ahd fituation in the track 


of navigation to the other Leeward-Iflands, 


and jamaica. But Monſ. Caffart, who' com- 
manded the expedition, failed in the attempt, 


and 
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and partly by ſome lucky accidents, but of 
by our naval power ; and, afterwards, attack- 
ing Montſerrat, he ruined it ſo effectually, 
that it is hardly reſtored to its former con- 
dition to this day. 3 
Txt plunder of that iſland falling very 
ſhort of the expence of the expedition, and 
the French having found. that open force 
could not give them a ſuperiority in theſe 
iſlands, have, ſince the peace of Utrecht, 
conſtantly increaſed their poſſeſſions and 
power, by barefaced encroachments ; firſt, 
—_ Dominico, a fruitful iſland, in fight 
of Montſerrat, inhabited by Indians, the ab- 
origines of theſe iſlands, who, for ſeveral 
generations have been ſubjects of England, 
under a commiſſion from lord Gray, and 
his ſucceſſors, and the governors of Bar- 
. 
In 1722 the late duke of Montague, 
having obtained a grant from the crown of 
the iſlands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent (two 
of the Caribbee-Iſlands, always included for 
many years in the commiſſions of the ſuc- 
ceſſive governors. of Barbadoes, from the 
kings of England) provided ſhips, military 
ſtores, and much people, at a great expence, 
to poſſeſs thoſe iſlands ; but ſoon after landing 
at St. Lucia, they were forced off by the 
French of 'Martinico, purſuant to an expreſs 
order of their monarch. Though, at that 
juncture, the court of England did not think 
Vol. I. "NT =" it 
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tit advifable to reſent this behaviour of the 
French, yet his preſent majeſty king George II. 
ſent the following inſtructions to Henry Wor- 
fley, Eſq; governor and commander in chief 
of this iſland, as all his predeceſſors had 
-been, 'who were governors of barbadoes. 


* Truſty and well-beloved, &c. 


© Whereas the French have for many 
« years claimed a right to the iſland of St. 
* Lucia, and do infiſt, that the right of the 
« iſlands of St. Vincent and Dominico, un- 
der your government, is in the Caribbeans 
* now inhabiting the ſame; although we 
e have an ed right to all the ſaid 
&* iſlands, yet we have thought fit to 
te agree with the French courts, that, until 
« our right be determined, the ſaid Iflands 
e ſhall be entirely evacuated by both nations. 
It is, therefore, our will and pleaſure, and 
e you are accordingly to ſignify the ſame to 
ſuch of our ſubjects as ſhall be found inha- 
& biting any of our ſaid iflands, that they do 
* quit them till the right ſhall be determined 
&« as aforeſaid, within thirty days from the 
t“ publication hereof in each of the faid 
lands. And you are to naſe your beſt 

* endeavours, that no ſhips whatſoever fre- 
« quent. the faid iflands, during the time 
c aforeſaid, except for wood and water. But 
i is our will and pleafure, that you do not 


c execute 


1 _— 
« execute this order, until the French go- 
* vernor of Martinico ſhall have received the 
like directions from the French court, 
« and ſhall jointly with you put the fame in 
execution, without exception, &c. 


« 30 Nov. 1730. H. NEWCASTLE.” 


From theſe inſtructions, is it not apparent 
that the courts of En gland and France had 
come to an agreement about the immediate 
fate of this iſland, but not as to their right? 
For does not our ſovereign declare explicitly 
that he looked upon his right to be wholly 
unimpeached by this diſpute? And it moſt 
certainly was, and ſtill ſo remains. This 
will more evidently appear from the French 
king's: letter on this head to the governor of ' 
Martinico, dated the 26th of the month fol- 
lowing, that the fate only, not the * of 
the iſland, was the point ſettled. 


8 


"re Manfeur de Champigny, 


e THE, Engliſh have, for ſome time paſt, 
e formed pretenſions to the iſland of St. 
“Lucia, which belongs to me, and to 
* which I have an inconteſtable right. 
% They have laid the | ſame pretenſions to 
| the iſlands of St. Vincent, and Dominico, 
* which belong to the Caribbeans, natives 
* of the country, according to the treaty of 
; M m 2 * he 
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e the ziſt of March, 1660, and in the 
e poſſeſſion of which it is my intention to 
« ſupport them, I have, nevertheleſs, agreed 
e with the court of England, that, 1“ the 
te pretenfions are determined, ibe ſaid iſland 
 * ſhall be evacuated by both nations, &c.” 


In order to know the foundation of the 
pretenſions of the court of England to this 
iſland, it may be requiſite to give a ſuccinct 
| hiſtory thereof. | 

Tae French authors, particularly father 
Lagbat, ſay, that before 1637, neither French 

nor Engliſh thought of ſettling themſelves on 
this iſland, becauſe of the common attacks 
they met with from the Caribbeans of the 
other iſlands; and that both nations fre- 
quented it for catching tortoiſe, and building 
. canoes, as an iſland then deſtitute of go- 
vernor, fort, or people. But both Labat, 
and Tertre, another French author, agree, 
that the Engliſh firſt ſettled in this iſland 
in 1637, and lived here eighteen months, 
or more, without any diſturbance from the 
natives, or others, till the year 1639, when 
the ſavages drove them out, by reaſon of an 
act of treachery in an Engliſh maſter of a 
' ſhip, who kidnapped two of the natives 
from Dominico, and ſold them for ſlaves. 
+ The favages of Martinico and St. Vincent 
" reſented this treatment by a maſſacre of many 
of the Engliſh at Barbadoes and Antignt, 
off 2 
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and afterwards at St. Lucia, where, in the 
night-time, they killed the governor and 
molt of the inhabitants, plundered the ware- 
houſes, and did incredible miſchief, which 
obliged thoſe who eſcaped to fly to Mont- 
ſerrat. This ſo terrified the Engliſh, that 
they neglected for ſome time to reſettle. 

In 1664, M. de Parquet, the French go- 


vernor of Martinico, ſent 35 or 40 men from 


Granada, under M. de Rouſſelon, well ſup- 
ied with ammunition and proviſion, who 


took poſſeſſion of the iſland, and built a fort. 


Rouſſelon marrying one of their women, be- 
came beloved by the natives, and the French, 
till 1654. enjoyed 3 Rouſ- 
ucceeded by La Ri- 
viere, the ſavages abominating the neighbour- 
hood of the French, reſolved to drive them 
out of the iſland, and killed that French go- 
vernor, and others who ſucceeded him. 
In 1658, Parquet, the French governor 


of Martinico, ſent over a new governor, 


Monſ. Aigremont. In a few months after. 
his arrival, the Engliſh attacked the fort, 
but were beat off: nevertheleſs the natives 
killed the French governor in 1660. 6 

Ix 1663, the Engliſh purchaſed the iſland 


of the natives by a treaty, which was brought 
about by the influence of Mr. Warner, ſon 
of the governor of St, Chriſtopher's by a 
Caribbean woman. That gentleman, | ta 


Mmz3 whom 
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whom: the Engliſh had given a commiſſion 
to be governor of Dominico, perſuaded his 
countrymen to fell St. Lucia fairly to the 
| Eoglth and the Engliſh, in 2 of 
purchaſe, ſent fourteen or fifteen 
ada men on board of five men of war; 
who being joined by 6 ot 700 Caribbeans i in 
ſeventeen” canoes, under the command of 
Mr. Warner, came before this iſland the 
latter end of June, 1664, and had the fort, 
which was only of wood, and palliſadoed, de- 
livered to them without reſiſtence, on con- 
dition that Monſ. Bonnart, then the French 
governor, with the garriſon, which conſiſted 
at fieſt but of 14 ſoldiers, part of whom had 
deſerted, ſhould be tranſported to Martinico, 
with their cannon, arms; and baggage 
A BLG6ODY-FLUX/and famine Review ſoon 
redueed this Engliſh colony from 1 500 to 89 
rſons; aniong whom was the governor, 
r. Cock, and the principal officers, thoſe 
who ſurvived, abandoned the iſland the 6th 
of January, 1666, after ſetting fire to the 
| fort; arid diſperſed themſelves in the other 
adjacent colonies. Two days after, a veſſel 
arrived from the lord Willoughby, governor 
and in-general-of Barbadoes, and the 
other Engliſh Caribbee iſlands, to the wind- 
| watd of Guardaloupe with ptoviſions, am- 
munition, and all ee but the co- 
wy Was rage] 
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 Truovcn the, iſland was thus .deſerted, 


yet even while it remained in that condition, 
it was always conſidered as a part of the Bri- 


tiſh dominions, was included in every com- 


miſſion of the governor for the iſland of 


Barbadoes ; and the governor always aſſerted 
his juriſdiction over it by frequently 7 going 
thither in perſon with great pomp an ſo- 


lemnity, hoiſting the king's colours, firing _ 


guns, and making all figns of ſovereignty 
and dominion which are requiſite to main- 
tain a national right. 

Tux French king alſo, in his treaties with 
king Charles II. and king James II. and 


likewife in thoſe of Ryſwic and Utrecht, 


ſtipulated to reſtore to the king of Great 
Britain all the iſlands, countries, fortreſſes, 
and colonies, which may have been con- 


quered by the French king, and ſuch as 


were in poſſeſſion of the king of Great Bri- 
tain before the war began: which implies an 
apparent conceſſion that the Engliſh firſt poſ- 
ſeſſed this iſland, and had, conſequently, a 
price right to it, St. Lucia being included in 
e words all the Britiſh dominions. Nor 
could that right of-theirs, we apprehend, be 
invalidated by their being drove. out of it, 
and murdered by the ſavages, for the treache- 
rous act of a captain of a merchant ſhip 
much leſs could ſuch right be deſtroyed, 
when it 1 been ratified wa confirmed by 
> a fair 


r 
4 fair and ſolemn purcbaſe from the natives, 
in Whoſe power alone it Was to diſpoſe of the 


o_ 


lands and ſovereignty. 


. LaBaT the Frenchman, indeed, would 
infinuate that the Engliſh forfeited their right 
to it, becauſe, for twenty years after they 
were drove out of it by the Caribbeans, they 
neglected to ſend men to it; and though 
they ſay Parquet, the French governor of 
Martinique, made 'a ſettlement there, they 
took no ſtep to oppoſe him, nor did any 
thing either on the ſpot or in Europe, to 
ſupport their pretenſions. But who does not 


, Tee that this is a bare inſinuation only, and 


does not carry the face of any thing conclu- 
five to prove the defect of our title? 

Ix 1719, the French king pretended to 
grant this iſland to the marſhal d'Etrees, who 
ent a colony to poſſeſs, ſettle, and plant it, 
But the governor of Barbadoes immediately 
notified to the commanding officer of the 
ſaid colony, that, as the iſland belonged to 
his Britannic majeſty, if the French per- 
ſiſted in ſettling on it, he ſhould be obliged 
to diſpoſſeſs them by force; and, at the ſame 
time, our ambaſſador at Paris repreſented the 
matter with ſo much ſpirit and juſtice, as a 


violation of the rights of his Britannic ma- 
jeſty, that orders were ſent to the marſhal 


d'Etree's colony to evacuate the iſland; 


which they did accordingly. 1 
{4 THREE 
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THREE years after this, his late Majeſty 
king George I. granted this iſland, and that 
of St. Vincent, as we have ſeen, to his late 
grace John duke of Montague: and, from 
the deduction of the particulars before given, 
it appears plain enough, that the Engliſh 
have an undoubted right to this territory: 
that the French have been no better than in-' 
truders here; and, as ſuch, were obliged to 
quit it inthe reign of her late majeſty, as they 
had before done in that of king Charles II.; 
fince which, our right to this iſland has been 
ratified and confirmed by treaties : but the 
French quitting it in 1719, when the mar- 
ſhal' 4 Ezrees evacuated the ſame, by ex- 
preſs orders of the French king, is an 


undoubted proof of our claim: for had not 
their miniſters been ſenſible of their nation's 


having no NT pretenſions to St, Lucia, is 


it to be ſuppoſed that they would have 
tamely given up their ſettlement, after having 
exerted ſo much vigor to prevent ours? And, 
as it was declared, by the mutual evacuation 
of this iſland in 1722-3, that ſuch evacuation 
could not, or ſhould not, prejudice the claim 
of either, can it be alledged, with any ſha- 


dow of juſtice, to defeat that right, or be at 
all derogatory from it, though the proſecu- 
tion of it was for a time, thereby, ſuſ- 
pended? * 


* 
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Tus chief reaſon why the French miniſ- 
| try; have. pretended: to diſpute our poſſeſſion 
4 this iſland is, becauſe of the ſituation of it 
being ſo near to their colonies, that the con- 
ſequences, which they apprehended would 
low from it, put them upon the attempt 
to ſettle here, more than any advantages they 
expected from their on of it: and the 
excluding us from this iſland ſeems to have 
anſwered their ends better perhaps than if 
it had been abſolutely yielded to 4 2 for, 
$.to it's value to us, it has been computed 
hat it's product and commerce might be 
brought to yield 200,000 Il. a year to this 
kingdom. And, if it had been ſettled as in- 
tended by the late duke of Montague, and 
protected with proper forts and garriſons, it 
would have effectually ſecured the Leeward 
lands, and even Barbadoes from invaſion of 
war; ſince no armament could be made, nor 
any expedition carried on, by the French at 
Martinique, againſt any of theſe colonies, but 
muſt be known at St. Lucia, almoſt as ſoon 
as the deſign is formed, by reaſon of it's vi- 
finity to that iſland. If, St. Lucia were well 
inhabited by the Engliſh, the people of Mar- 
tinique would know their intereſt better than 
to enter upon any expedition againſt Barba- 
does, or the Leeward iſlands, when they had 
an enemy ſo near them: for they muſt needs 
conſider, if their men were ſent off that 
Tr iſland, 
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ifland, to invade the leeward iſlands, the Bar- 
badians would join the people of St. Lucia, 
and fall upon Martinique, in the abſence of 
their men; and fo, if their deſign as againſt 
Barbadoes, the Leeward iflands people joining 
thoſe of St. Lucia, Martinique would be in 
the ſame danger; and, by that means, not 
only our plantations in theſe parts would be 
entirely ſecured by our poſſeſſion of St, Lu- 
cia, but it would, alfo, be in the -power of 
the Engliſh to diſturb the French, and not 
in the power of the French to diſturb the 
Engliſh ; which ought to be a weighty con- 
8 with the Engliſh to maintain their 
A | 
- Moreover, St. Lucia might be of the great- 
eſt advantage to us, if it were appointed the 
place of rendezvous for his Majeſty's men of 
war ; becauſe from hence they might, in caſe 
of need, continually relieve each other; and 
keep always cruizing on the French, whoſe 
veſſels would, by this means, be always in 
danger of being intercepted by the king's 
ſhips; and the Martinicans would have no 
reaſon to boaſt, as they have done, that they 
have maintained their iſland, in time of war, 
chiefly by privateering on the Engliſh : where- 
as, if St. Lucia was ſettled, and proper mea 
ſures purſued, ſuch miſchiefs would not only 
be prevented for the future, but the Engliſh 
would ſoon grow too powerful for the * 
* * : * SALT 2 wW 
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who, at preſent, have greatly the advan 

of the Engliſh in privateering. | 
Tur French, alſo, uſed every artifice to 

prevent our poſſeſſion of the iſland of St. Vin- 

cent,” which was included in the patent of his 


ce the duke of Montague for St. Lucia, 
They poiſoned the natives in our disfavour, 
making them believe that we came to enſlave 
them, when our intention was quite other- 
wiſe. The like policy has been practiſed by this 
nation in regard to Dominico and Tobago. 

Ay are not the motives to this conduct of 
the French very apparent ? Such is the natu- 
tural ſituation of the Caribbee iſlands, that 
they run in a chain acroſs that part of the 
weſtern ocean which terminates upon the con- 
tinent of South-America. Of that chain An- 
tigua is the northern, and Tobago the ſouthern 
link. The French being poſſeſſed, by right, 
of Martinique, Guardaloupe, and ſeveral 
ſmall iſlands in the center; and, by late en- 
croachments, have extended their poſſeſſion 
to Dominico, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and To- 
bago: ſo that France has now the whole 
chain of Caribbee iſlands *, of any value for 
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- /*, Barbadoes,: being to the eaſtward, is not mentioned as 
in the chain of the Caribbee iſlands ; but yet, being one of 
them, is, from it's nearneſs to Tobago, in more imminentdan- 

gar of / invaſion from that iſland, whenever it becomes well 
 Jfentled by the French, becauſe an armament may be conveyed 
from one to the other in a very few hours; for the ſame rea- 
ſou the trade of Barbadoes mult be ſubject to perpetual inter - 


ruption from privateers. 
| Extent 
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extent and hatbours, (except Antigua) which 
are ſituated in the track of navigation to the 
coaſt of the Caraccas and Carthagena to the 
' ſouthward ; and to St. Euſtatia, St. Thomas, 
Santa Cruz, Porto-Rico, St. Domingo, Cu- 
ba, Jamaica, Porto-Bello, and all the coaſt 
of New Spain, from thence to the bay of 
Mexico, and Miſſiſſippi, to the northward. 
What, therefore, can hinder the French, in 
time of war, from intercepting all the navi- 
gation from Europe, in the paſſages to theſe 
| ſeveral ports, whenever the naval power of 
France is brought to an equality with ours ? 
more, eſpecially, if Antigua ſhould alſo fall 
under their dominion, which is far from 
ing impoſſible, if it's great port, called Eng- 
liſh harbour (the beſt of any in that part of 
the world for the reception and ſecurity vf a 
Britiſh ſquadron) is not well fortified, and 
the Leeward iſlands powerfully protected by 
our royal navy. For, if Antigua fhould be 
loſt, or it's beſt harbour ruined, Montſerrat, 
Nevis, St. Chriſtopher's, and all the leſſer iſ- 
lands to the weſtward of them, muſt, for 
want of harbours and protection, fall of 
" courſe into the hands of our enemies. In 
that caſe, of what value can Jamaica be to 
this kingdom, when our fleets cannot paſs 
thither without a convoy, ſuperior.to the na- 
val power of France? And what trade can 
bear the immenſe expence of ſuch convoys ? 
Can Britain with fafety, therefore, reſt ſatis- 
fied 
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fed under the uſurpations of France, 1 
MF that means, give it. the power of inter- 
eepting all the trade of Europe to America? 
Tus it evidently appears, what influence 

' theſe. encroachments of France here alſo will 
have upon the whole trade and navigation of 


1 time of war. But this is not all 


dur misfortune; for hy theſe poſſeſſions; the 


even in times of peace, cut off all ſup- 
hard timber, without which it is im- 
to carry on the ſugar-works of Bar ba- 
| — the Leeward. iſlands, but at immenſe 

expence, from the far diſtant, colonies of the 
Dutch on the continent of South-America, 
Berbice and Eſequebe: for neither Barbadaes 
nor the Leeward iſlands now produce large 
— nor even 
ſmall timber enough fit — 1 and other 
for plantation uſe; and, 


Fren 


catriages neceſſary 
therefore, Barbudboes has, for many years, been 


ſupplied with a good ſhare of ſuch timber 
from St. Lucia and Tobago, and the leeward 
-Mlands from Dominico, till the French have 


pretended to lay claim to it. 


As the Britiſh dominions in North-Ame- 


e furniſh timber . proper; for theſe 
h «#04 6 none now is to be bad but from 
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bd Oak, or other timber of cold EXILED Coli in the hot 

| efimates, and ſoon decays; beſides being ſubje& to be eaten 

tan honey- comb, by animals called wwod-ants, more deftruc- 

tire of wood on ſhare, than woxms are to the bottom of 
2 when in harbour. 1 
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the Dutch, at a great diſtance, it follows, 
that the very exiſtence of the Britiſh ſugar- 
colonies muſt depend upon the courtely of 
the Dutch, and that courteſy bought at their 
own price, beſides the expence of a longer 
voyage; or elſe we muſt poſſeſs ourſelves 
immediately of all thoſe iſlands Which the 
French have unjuſtly uſurped a right to, If 
this is not done, our ſugar-colonies muſt be 
ruined for want of ſupplies of timber, even 
in times of peace (as has been obſerved) and 
France will, by that mne (he ſugar- 
trade of the. world ＋. 

NoTw1THSTANDING all the agreements 
made with the French in regard to the eva- 
cuation and neutrality of St. Lucia, &c. yet 
even before they declared in favour of the 
| tards in the laſt war, they ſeized the iſ- 
land of St. Lucia as their own in 1744, and 
ſent a governor to it, and a number of men, 
and 40 cannon, from 12 to 48 pounders, ant 
Mins ſince fortified it-with two-forts, beſides 


batteries; and they have now between 2000 


and 3000 white N upon it, and ſeem re- 
ſolved to maintain this iſland, as well as Do- 


minico and St. Wielt, although, 2 
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4 That the French have, for many years paſt, £ 


us in the ſ — PROG markets, is certain. By 1 
meaſures inſenfibly did this, and greatly 
pc the — n of their iſland colonies in 


navigatio 
Ln inferred from their American policy, 
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well as on St. Lucia. 
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to the 105 men of Aix la Chapelle, they 


are obliged to evacuate the ſame. 
Bronx the preſent war the French had 


| ove 2000 white men, being French, Eng- 


liſh, and Danes, beſides Indians, vader 2 
or, at Dominico, and erected 
on that iſland, and-raiſed 


ſeveral 


great quantities of ſugar, indigo, cotton, and 


other Weſt-Ladia products, on this iſland, 25 


Tur peopled alſo St. Vincent 8, 1 
intermarried with the natives. They raiſed 
t quantities of tobacco, corn, and coffee, 


| on this iſland: and they obtained ſuch an - 


ober theſe Indians, as to make pr 


_clamation in that iſland, that no Engliſh 
Dutch, or Danes, ſhould have any com- 


merce with that iſland without a protection 


from the general of Martinique 


Tux alſo fortified and ſettled Tobago 
before the preſent war, in ſpite of our naval 


"__ nene a. on its be- 
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1 renn 
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The be inflradtions were. given to Robert Low- 


” 
- 


'ther, Rf Eſc 706 he Tha of February, 1 1714 15, when he was 


appointed governor of Barbadoes, St. Lucia, Dominico, and 
Vincent, and the reſt of his majeſty's Caribbee iſlands to 


the windward of Guardaloupe ; which inſtructions have been 
continued to the ſeveral governors of Barbadoes fince that 
time. Inft. 106. If any of the ſubjects of a foreign 
_ << power, or ſtate, have already planted themſelves upon 
- any of the iſlands of St. Lucia, Dominico, St. Vincent, 
ol Tobago, or ſhall hereafter attempt to do the ſame, - 
*y you are to aſſert our right to the ſaid iſlands, K 

i 66 


"Tas 


| longing! to the French king. From this aſks) 
mentioned -ifland they may invade Barbadoes 


in one ſtreteh, and in one night, as it lies 


30 leagues. 

Tuer attempts of our: rivals in e 
of peace were certainly undertaken with a 
deſign to ſupplant the Engliſti in all their 

ſugar. colonies, becauſe they had before lands 
in their hands ſufficient to raiſe Weſt- India 
products wherewith to ſupply all Europe * 
— 9. /t 

Dip not this conduct of the French re- 
quire the utmoſt attention? for beſore the 

ent war, was it not of the utmoſt ill con- 
ſequence to the Britiſh nation, by reaſon, as 
obſerved; of their . fituation? The harbour 
of Petite Carcenage in St. Lucia, will hold 


double the number of: N Nb 


— * . 1 1 


„i ebe ad in onder to hinder 1 
* colony chere, you are to give notice to ſuch foreigners 


force, fince the com- 


manders of his majefty's ſhips of war have no direction from 
the land of the admiralty to a in e NT” 
royal inſtructions. 


Inſt. 109. « Yoo ard not to encovr 


any planting, nor 


« to grant to any perſon any lands or tenements which are 


« 2 . or hereaſter ſhall be, in our power to diſpoſe of in 
3 of our iſlands under your government, Bar- 
«c 


« therein.” 


"IVC. © i Nn that 
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fouthwardly of Barbadoos, diſtance. about 


in the er endes | 


r rom us 


Wo 
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of 
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it os able — any veſſel to ö — 
dut being ſunlt, or turm da piecen This will 


give the Frunch fuck 
and ſuch ian iiicreaſe of: ſtrength 


l bslance of- phyer, 
ini that 
[the loſs 


part of the world, as to 


erben und hen les ward-Ilabds and 


thep Jamair dl on which they have long had 


an invidious eye, muſt of courſe become a 


ſacriſite; ad that iſland alone cannot with- 
ſtand fuch a growing power, and additional 
ſtrengih, as muſt — be the caſe by 
3 this important iſland of St. Lucia, 
het with Dominica, St. Vincent, and 
Tobago. What muſt then be the inevitable 

doom of bur northern colonios and ſiſheries 


in America, without our Britiſh ſugar colo- 


nies ? And, to carry the conſequence in its 
natural pradarion, what will become of our 
Britiſh. trade to Africa and America? Muſt 
ir not unavoidably fall into the hands 6f the 
F rench, under the protection of A, Louiſ- 
in — Benton, in the north; and in 


the ſouth, another Louiſbourg of St. Lucia? 


IH this comes to paſa, will not the dominion 
of the ſeas Herrin fall into the French 
bands? 


at Accorpme to the treaty of Aix la Cha- 
Fa 6, it is ſtipulated, in the ninth article, as 


* viz. 
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Feen, 


* teſpectively hate ver may have been con- 
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ge a > 


1 ka Builanpic.cend Moſt Chriſtian | 
e themſcliw to cauſe to be x 


"4% 
«deli 


the ex 


exchange of the ra- 


4. bates fot 
«+ miſfaries app 


ointed'ito'reſtors. and receive 


<< quered, on either ſide in the Weſt- Indies; 
«and every thing befides ſhall be re-eſtabliſh. 


ed on the foot chat they were, or ought fo 
ce be, before the preſent war. 


TRE faid reſpective Bites: ſhall 


te be ready to ſet out on the firſt advice that 
their Britannic and Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
* jeſties ſhall receive of the exchange of the 
ce ratifications, furniſhed with all neceſſary 
© inſtructions, commiſſions, powers, and 
2 „anderer for the moſt expeditious accom- 


liſhment of their ſaid majeſties intentions, 


8 —_ of the engagements taken by the 
© preſent treat. 
Tux iſlands of St. Lucia, St. Vincent, 


and Dominica, were, or ought to have been, 


neutral, at the time of this treaty, according 
to a formal evacuation, by commiſſaries ap- 
pointed in Barbadoes and Martinique, to re- 
pair to St. Lucia for that purpoſe, in purſu- 
ance of expreſs orders from their Britannic 


and Moſt Chriſtian majeſties, as before- men- 


tioned. The ifland of Tobago remained as 
it was before the late war, at the time of the 
treaty ; but was, in barefaced violation there- 
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